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Publisher’s
Point

   by Rob Patz

to spread the gospel through this wonderful form of music. 

There are so many people who say our form of music is dying and I want to wholeheartedly disagree with them. I believe 
we are at the dawning of a new era of Southern Gospel music and the only way for it to grow, is for you and for me 
to support new artists who are trying to explore this form of music as not only a ministry but as a vocation. I want to 
encourage you to email me with your favorite new artists. Help us to discover the talent for the future

Be watching the website for the next round of the Diamond Awards as we announce the top 10 in each category. I’m truly 
humbled by the number of votes that we received this year in the nomination process. Much like what I talked about about 
with us looking for new artists, you have made it clear that you already are in love with some new artists in our industry, so 
much so that you will find them in this year’s top 10 nominations.

I would be remiss without mentioning Creekside 2016, October 31st through November 3rd. We will be celebrating five 
years this year! I am so excited for you to experience all the new segments that are planned during this year’s event. I want 
to encourage you, if you have not been in the past, to come to the Fifth Anniversary. It’s going to be amazing. If you came 
in the past but haven’t been in the last couple of years, I encourage you to come and be a part of a week of celebration.

Spring always makes me think of rebirth and this year I truly believe we are witnessing the beginning of a rebirth of 
an industry that I love so much and have spent over 20 years working in.  I look around and see the excitement that is 
surrounding our industry.

Just my thoughts! And now you know the Publisher’s Point!

Welcome to the May edition of the Publisher’s Point! I hope that 
everyone is having a fantastic spring and are getting ready for your 
summer. I would love to invite you to be part of Christian Country 
Expo coming up August 15th through the 18th in beautiful Pigeon 
Forge, Tennessee. I’m super excited about this year’s event as we 
will be having The Christian Country Diamond Awards at CCX!

Every month at our office for SGNScoops, I get calls from new 
artists. As I started talking about last month, we need to continue 
to shine a light on these new artists that are excited about 
our genre of music. We need to look at new artists!  I want to 
challenge you this month to take the time and look through the 
Internet and find a new Southern Gospel group. I’m going to add 
a second part to that challenge: buy their music! Help support the 
new artists that are out there trying to do everything they can



www.creeksidegospelmusicconvention.com


Hanging Out at Spring Break
Photographs by Craig Harris

The NQC Spring Break 2016 descended 
on Louisville, Kentucky in mid-April, and 
SGN Scoops’ photojournalist Craig Harris 
was there to give us a front row seat. Fea-
tured during this two day event was Greater 
Vision, Legacy Five, Jim Brady Trio, Tri-
umphant, Booth Brothers, Ernie Haase and 
Signature Sound, Hoppers, Jason Crabb, 
Sneed Family and the Mark Trammell 
Quartet. We hope you enjoy these pictures 
that Craig caught while hanging out during 
Spring Break.



2016 ICM Week®

THE Event for Inspirational Country Music
Artists and Fans!

October 24-27 in Nashville, Tennessee

The Inspirational Country Music Association®, a 501c(3) nonprofit organization, is under new management by board members
eager to take the goup into a new phase. The association will meet vetting guidelines on Charity Navigator and Guidestar.

22nd Annual ICM Faith, Family
& Country™ Awards®

Thursday Night, October 27

The convention is being held
at The Inn at Opryland®

Morning Fellowship • Seminars • Music Concerts • Late Night Gatherings

Call 615-742-9210 Ext 235 to find out more, purchase tickets
and reserve a booth.
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Wisdom from Wells
by Dusty Wells

Christian Music Junkie

“Ok, I have a huge confession to make to you, my 
friends. This is really tough so please bear with me…
hang on…. this is really hard to admit…. okay, wait…. I 
can almost talk about it…. okay, here goes…you see for 
the past 30 years I have been a Christian music junkie…I 
just cannot get enough of it and Christian music to me is 
still just so cool…I love it…I really do!”   

And I must admit, I am a pretty cool dude for being 46 
years old, after all, I wear Diesel jeans, Ben Sherman 
shirts and Steve Madden shoes,so I am pretty hip  or at 
least I like to think so.

Now back to my addiction. There I said it…I admitted 
it. I am sure that one of my many past counselors and 
therapists that have taken me through the many 12 Step 
Programs throughout the years would be just absolutely 
thrilled for me. Relax, relax…I am just kidding with ya, 

about the many counselors and therapists, well…maybe 
just a little bit.

I have to admit though that I really am a Christian Music 
lover, fan, admirer or junkie, whatever you want to call 
it, that’s me. I honestly love so many types of music, 
from pop to rock, to grunge (is that still a style) to urban 
to gospel to hip hop to classical to southern gospel to 
country and then back to inspirational. I find enjoyment 
in all kinds of music. I love lyrics and the intricate part 
that they bring to a song.

It all started after I got saved. The couple that led me 
to the Lord, Keith and Sharon, would take me to their 
home on Sunday afternoons after going to church in the 
morning.  There in their modest but comfortable home on 
Maple Street, Sharon would cook an incredible meal for 
us. It would range anywhere from hot homemade soups 
to roast beef and veggies to baked potatoes and meatloaf. 
It was home cooking at its best. I had not had that type of 



cooking on a consistent basis in several years at that time 
in my life. So to me it was like Thanksgiving or Christ-
mas every Sunday afternoon. I loved it! I am sure they 
thought I had never eaten before, which was the farthest 
from the truth. We did eat, just not like that.  

Normally after dinner or lunch (feel free to call it either, 
depending on what part of the country you are from), af-
ter the table was cleared, the dishes were done, we would 
move to the living room and sit around. Actually we 
would lay around on the floor, the sofa, wherever there 
was a space that was unoccupied and Keith would put on 
a stack of vinyl records that would play on the stereo for 
several hours while we sat around napping (to this day, 
nothing like a Sunday afternoon nap), playing games, 
talking. Keith and Sharon did not have a TV so there was 
not that option to do while sitting around. 

One of my earliest childhood memories was one of going 
to the movies with my mom and some of her friends, 
and watching an Elvis movie. I can remember the big 
screen so well and the incredible magic when Elvis sang. 
I loved music from that time on. I would stand in front 
of the TV as a young kid and dance and sing whenever 
there were singers on the screen. Mom loved music as 
well, and there were always all kinds of records around 
the house, from The Platters to Tom Jones to Englebert 
Humperdink, to Merle Haggard to Creedence Clearwater 
Revival and the list goes on…all kinds of styles.   

There was something so different about the music that I 
would listen to at Keith and Sharon’s home. This music 
not only had gut-wrenching, deep soul singing, but the 
lyrics to the songs spoke to me like no other songs had in 
the past. These songs that were being sung by the artists 
and writers were love songs concerning God and His 
miraculous love and mercy for myself, songs about hope 
for Eternity, songs about Heaven, lyrics that were sung 
about Jesus Christ and His grace, the cross, the valleys, 
the mountaintops…these were songs that began to touch 
my heart like nothing else had. 

These songs were offering hope to me as a young newly 
saved person. This music was so different than the previ-
ous music I listened to. This music was being rooted 
deep down inside of me, almost haunting me every time I 
would listen to it.  I loved it and I began to anticipate my 
Sunday afternoons even more.  

Around the time I was getting ready to turn 15 or 16 
years old, my mom came to me and asked what I wanted 
for my birthday. I told her I wanted some Christian mu-

sic. One of my luxuries at home was a stereo that would 
play vinyl and 8-tracks; how great was that?  What, you 
don’t know what an 8-track is? You have never listened 
to music until you have listened to it on an 8-track, the 
leveling clicking to the next track right in the middle of 
a song. It was quite annoying.

Anyways, back to my story. Mom asked me what kind 
of Christian music, and up to this point I had never 
thought to ask, “Who are these artists or groups that 
sing these songs?”  So, I told her I had no idea, I said 
just pick some out for me.

Now follow along closely here, you are going to see 
how great and caring our God is for us even in the 
smallest or most unnecessary situations we find our-
selves in. We talk about Him watching out for us. Well, 
He was right there when my mom went into that K-
Mart in Twin Falls, Idaho. He was guiding her as she 
went to the music department, found the very small 
Christian Music bin, which she later told me consisted 
of about a dozen or so records (and they were all on 
sale), and picked out three of them for me.  

She bought them based on their covers. (Artwork and 
creative people who work on projects are loving this!)  
She brought them home and gave them to me, and I was 
in “hog heaven,” as they say down south. I don’t know 
why they even say that, but I was there; I was so happy. 
I ran to the stereo, took the plastic wrappers off and just 
stared at my three new jewels. I stacked them up on the 
turntable, and turned it on. The music began to fill the 
house and all of a sudden I realized, this was the same 
music that I was listening to at Keith and Sharon’s.  The 
same album, the next one that came on, the same thing, 
and yes, you got it, the third project, the same ones that 
they would play over and over for me. 

You talk about God’s will and His greatness to us. I 
often think of the scripture that talks about “If He cares 
for the sparrow…”  He really does care about every part 
of our life. I was amazed, and to this day, I get teary-
eyed and chill bumps all up and down my spine when 
I share this story.  His great faithfulness to me over-
whelms me daily!

The three projects that my mom bought me were: The 
Lanny Wolfe Trio Live, The Downings and The Ram-
bos - Live. Those projects became my very best friends 
and started me on a trend of collecting music and fol-
lowing not only these artists’ careers and lives but also 
numerous other artists throughout my life thus far.  



I spent many hours standing in front of the stereo in my 
room, with my hairbrush in my hand as my microphone 
(my kids are saying, “why would you even have or need 
a hairbrush, Dad?”  I have not always had a smooth head 
…I tell them), singing along with Lanny, Marietta and 
Dave, Buck, Dottie and Reba and Ann, Paul, Joy and 
Dony, learning every line, every lick, and every note. I 
wanted to make sure that I knew all of their music in case 
one of the artists just happened to call me up and ask me 
to try out for the group. Ya just never knew! Ok, those of 
you laughing, you have done the same thing. Think about 
it.

This music brought much comfort and strength to me 
during my teen years, and of course well into my adult-
hood. There were so many times that I would come home 
to find parties and such going on in our apartment, and 
I would go into my little refuge of a room and put those 
LP’s on to help drown out the noise of the sin that was 
around.  

I would listen to each one over and over and over again. 
The music was being planted deep down inside of me; 
it was touching the very innermost part of my heart and 
being.  For those of you that love and enjoy music, you 
know exactly what I am talking about.  Music is such a 
wonderful gift and tool for all of us. It does comfort and 
offer healing to our hearts. It helps us rejoice, it leads us 
into wonderful praise, worship and adoration to our Lord. 
Music is for us to use in all areas of our life.

I know that God used Christian music to bring me to 
where I am at today, not only in my career but also in 
my own personal life.  The music still touches my life on 
a daily basis. I absolutely love to listen to not only the 
older projects, and my favorites from the past; I also love 
to hear the fresh current sounds of what is being put out 
there in the marketplace. I get a thrill out of hearing from 
the artist’s heart and pen of what is being spoken to them 
and what ways are they going to express it in a song.  

One of the greatest blessings that I have been able to 
experience from the music in my life is in being able to 
meet and get to know some of the artists that impact my 
life. God is so clever in the way He plans our lives and 
the events surrounding them. Who would have known 
or thought that some of the same artists who had minis-
tered to me when I was a teenager on a daily basis, that 
one day I would get the chance to minister back to them. 
That has been the case of several of these artists down 
through the years and I thank God that I have been able 

to do that. I count it an honor and joy to be able to be a 
part of their lives and the music ministry they have been 
entrusted with.

I am so grateful that someone took the time to invest 
and plant Christian music in my life.As a great song-
writer once wrote, “A song is not a song, until you give 
it away.”  A part of my daily prayers is simply the state-
ment, “Lord help me get music out to those who need to 
hear about You. Use it to show them purpose and des-
tiny.”

As long as I live, I will share the story of how music 
touched and still continues to touch my life to whoever 
will listen. He is so faithful!

www.avalkasichministries.org
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“Forget the storms. Forget the waves. Keep your eyes 
on Jesus. Forget the sea.”

There is nothing more precious than the look of adora-
tion on a father’s face as he watches over his children. 
The Southern Gospel culture is filled with families who 
take the stage each week to stand alongside one another, 
serving in ministry together. What a precious experi-
ence to watch these parents and grandparents stand and 
sing praises to our Lord alongside their children and 
grandchildren! Watching the sweet expression on Mark 
Bishop’s face as his daughters sing is like watching 
the sun rise over a beautiful ocean shoreline… as if the 
waves are bringing a new generation of worship from 

those who have gone before them.

Front Porch Beginnings
The foundation for a lifetime of sharing the gospel 
through music ministry began at an early age for Mark, 
sitting on the front porch with his family on those 
warm, Kentucky summer nights, singing, laughing and 
sipping sweet tea. The Bishops were a popular fam-
ily group comprised of Mark, his brother Kenny and 
his father, Kenneth. They toured the United States and 
Canada together, singing to packed audiences and cel-
ebrating many top-40 songs over the 17 years they were 
on the road together.  

And Forget The Sea
Mark Bishop

By Marcie Gray



Since 2002, Mark has toured as a solo artist, carrying 
on the Bishop family legacy in ministry. He has been 
honored with multiple nominations and awards in a 
broad range of categories and is one of the few solo 
artists invited to perform on National Quartet Conven-
tion’s main stage.

Mark and his wife, Carolyn have been married more 
than 30 years and have raised two beautiful daughters. 
They faithfully attend a small country church where 
Mark’s father is the pastor. Mark’s daughter Courtney 
and her husband John have been married for about 
two and a half years now and are active in their home 
church. They are both going to school to be teach-
ers. They both have a great love for kids and want to 
play a positive role in the futures of the next genera-
tion. “I always thought that if I hadn’t gotten involved 
in music that I might have enjoyed teaching. I have 
always thought, despite the bureaucracy and the internal 
politics, that teaching is a noble profession to pursue,” 
said Mark.

Onstage Live
It should come as no surprise that both of Mark and 
Carolyn’s daughters were blessed with incredible musi-
cal talent and charisma, both onstage and off. Mark 
shared, “The girls have always been around music, and 
I guess it was inevitable that some of it would rub off. 
My oldest daughter Courtney sang on my last solo al-
bum on a couple of songs. The folks at Crossroads liked 
her voice and we just started talking about where that 
could lead if we did more of that. You know, back in the 
day, we all had live bands when we travelled and I sort 
of missed that, so since my son-in-law was an excel-
lent musician and we had some other young people that 
loved to express their love of the Lord through music, 
God just kind of put all those pieces together. We have 
no idea where God will lead us, but we are just putting 
it in His hands, just wanting to be a tool in the toolbox 
for Him to use.”

Complementing the beautiful voices of Mark and his 
two daughters, Courtney Isaacs and Haley Bishop, the 
band brings a new exuberance and energy to the stage 
with John Isaacs (Courtney’s husband) on percussion, 
Josh Rison on guitar, Chris Withrow on bass and Rus-
sell Funk on keys.

“We have this core group of singers and musicians, but 
it’s funny that at all of our concerts so far, we seem to 
add other talented people to the stage presentation that 
bring something unique. Through the years, we’ve met 
so many wonderful and talented people who love the 
Lord through their talents. 



“There is a young lady who joins us sometimes on stage 
who is a virtuoso on many different instruments and 
plays along with the band. We have another young lady 
who paints beautiful pictures as we sing a song. We just 
enjoy that feeling of everyone pitching in what they 
have been given by God. It’s really not about us when 
we sing about Him,” shared Mark.

Forgetting the Storms
When asked to explain how “Forget the Sea” was 
chosen as the name for this dynamic new family group, 
Mark explained that they wanted a name that would not 
glorify the group, but would glorify God, something 
that would “preach a sermon” each time it was heard. 

Mark explained, “When Peter stepped out of the boat, 
into the storms and the waves, as long as he kept his 
eyes on Jesus, he was ok. God didn’t change the cir-
cumstances outside of the boat. The waves were still 
crashing and the winds were still howling. But what 
God did do was allow Peter not to sink into the stormy 
sea. It’s a great lesson for us all and it prepares us to 
not expect God to take away all of our problems, but 
to keep us from sinking into them. Forget the storms. 
Forget the waves. Keep your eyes on Jesus. Forget the 
sea.”

Special Blend
The unique blend of personalities and talent make this 
family group so special. Josh Rison is married to a great 
young lady named Kori Rison. They have a young son 
named Noah who is a firecracker. They are also in-
volved in their home church to a great degree. Josh was 
a guitar student of former Bishop’s group member JR 
Williams. 

Mark shared, “It’s funny how that all came full cir-
cle. Josh is also one of the co-writers on all of the music 
recorded on our first album. He is a very talented man. 
When home, he is a police officer in the nearby town of 
Winchester KY.” 

“Chris Withrow is unmarried and also lives in our 
hometown of Irvine, KY. I met Chris through the other 
musicians when we were recording some song demos in 
his home studio. He is a great guitar player but we have 
tasked him with the bass duties on stage. Whenever we 
switch to an all-acoustic set somewhere in the middle 
of the program, he gets to shine on a couple of other 
instruments. He is very knowledgeable about sound and 

music and has great musical ideas. 

“That’s what it’s all about with the new band. Everyone 
contributes. Russell Funk was also a former piano play-
er for The Bishops when he was but a young lad. Russ 
and I are the only ‘older’ members of this new band, but 
we are young at heart!  Because of where he lives, he 
can’t join us on stage every time, but it’s a treat when 
he can.”

Folk Gospel?
When asked to describe the musical personality and 
style of Forget the Sea, Mark explained, “When we 
formed the band and started creating music, that was 
already a level of fulfillment for me. Here I was, sing-
ing and worshipping God with my family again. I was 
grateful just for that! Whenever we take to the stage 
and begin to share our music with an audience, we see 
people of all ages getting into the music. That is the 
fulfillment of a vision that we have for this ministry. 

“I have been amazed to see the young people that are 
enjoying this more traditional music. Somewhere along 
the way, Folk music has become cool again and that 
has opened the door for what we do to be accepted in 
more circles than some of the music that I was sing-
ing before. I am rooted in Southern Gospel and even in 
Bluegrass-type Gospel music to some degree, so Tradi-
tional, Folk and Americana music is a very close cousin 
to all of that.  In the end though, musical styles aside, 
it’s all about Who you are singing about. That crosses 
all ages, races and demographics.



Our record company, Crossroads Music has state-of-
the-art studios in Arden, NC, kind of a suburb of Ashe-
ville. I’ve been recording music there for many years 
now. As a matter of fact, the last two albums that The 
Bishops recorded were recorded there. We have created 
some successful music with the creative people over 
there and a few number one songs, but most impor-
tantly, the team at Crossroads is interested in helping 
you become the best version of yourself that you can 
become. 

“They have never asked me to fit inside of some pre-
formed mold. They nurture creativity, even sometimes 
when that may mean not achieving short-term num-
bers goals. But they are thinking of the future. We 
like that. We recorded the first Forget the Sea album 
throughout the summer of 2015, and between myself, 
Josh Rison and John Isaacs, we wrote everything on the 
new album.”

Family Harmony Old and New
The first radio single was “You Love Me Anyway.” 
“We love the song ‘You Love Me Anyway,’” Mark said. 
“It is fun to sing live and it has some of that trademark 
Bishops harmony that folks haven’t heard in awhile. 
We also love the message it conveys. You know, God’s 
love for us isn’t contingent on the love we may or 
may not have for ourselves. We are sometimes up and 
down about things, but none of that matters to God. His 
mercy and grace go beyond our shortcomings, our 
mistakes, our pride even. Disappointed in yourself? It 
doesn’t matter, He loves you anyway!”

This lifetime investment in the Christian music industry 
has given Mark a wonderful perspective on yesterday, 
today and tomorrow in ministry. When asked what the 
future holds for his ministry and Forget the Sea, he 

shared, “I know that in my thirty-plus years of music 
ministry, there have been different chapters along the 
way. Every time the page turns, there is something new 
and unexpected, and I have learned to not only accept 
that, but to embrace the fact that we are not static or sta-
tionary in our walk. If you are going somewhere, guess 
what? The scenery is going to change. 

“With the new band, I have found myself where my 
own father was over 30 years ago, singing songs about 
Jesus with two of his sons. Now, all these years later, 
here I am doing the same thing with my two daugh-
ters. I don’t know if God will call us as a family into the 
same kind of ministry that The Bishops had, but that’s 
ok. I will be singing and writing Christian music prob-
ably until the Lord calls me home. That’s where my 
heart has always been and still remains. 

“These other young people are yielding themselves 
right now to God with all of the talents that He has 
given them. Where He will call them will be revealed in 
time. Right now, we are not trying to be different than 
anyone else. We are also not trying to be the same as 
anyone else. We are just trying to be us. Isn’t that what 
everyone should be doing, wherever God has placed 
you?”

Enjoying the Ride
There is always a humorous side to working together 
in ministry, especially amidst close ties with friends 
and family. “Our band is filled with characters, and I’m 
one of them. Who is the practical joker? Josh Rison 
I’d say for sure, although everyone has a quirky sense 
of humor. Who is going to be late? Josh again… he’s 
a policeman… he’s off getting donuts somewhere. I’m 
the organizer… I can’t help it. My daughter, Haley is 
pretty OCD about details too, but concerning the band, 



it’s me. 

“When you are part of a band, you have to learn to be 
a little flexible about things, and these are all young 
people. Sometimes it’s like herding cats. 

“When we were recording our first album last summer, 
since this was a little musically different from things I 
had done in the past, everyone in the record company 
was very interested in seeing what we were doing, espe-
cially the president, Chris White. He kept checking in at 
the studio to listen and to try and get a handle on the di-
rection we were going. I noticed that he was pacing and 
biting his nails as he listened to some of the tracks. He 
knew that I was attempting to really stretch some un-
used musical muscles. The recording process is a long 
one and stretches over many weeks. Some of the guys 
in our band were bringing television monitors, Xboxes 
and Playstations into the studio while we were cutting 
vocals over a few days. It was really kind of a differ-
ent atmosphere. I just remember Chris peeking into the 
studio one day, shaking his head and saying, ‘I’m afraid 
to even ask,’ as he backed out of the studio.  It looked 
more like a slumber party than a studio session.”

Music and Message for the Masses
Mark shared from his heart about what Forget the Sea 
means to him in ministry. “I couldn’t be more proud 
of the music that we have created,” said Mark. “To say 
that we created it together as a family and fellow Chris-
tians is a blessing beyond my capacity to measure it. I 
have placed no expectations before God regarding it. I 
can’t say that I have always felt that way throughout the 
years of travel and music ministry. I know that what we 
have created here is not what everyone expects to hear 

from me. Some folks like their music to never change 
and there is nothing wrong with that. But I did want to 
do something that could reach old and young alike. I 
want to see grandmothers, grandfathers, moms, dads 
and the young folks all enjoying music together at the 
concerts. I think we have made some music that can do 
that.”

Mark and Forget the Sea want to invite everyone to be 
a part of the Forget The Sea crew. He shared, “Please 
visit our website at www.forgetthesea.com and share 
our Youtube videos with your friends on social media. 
Help spread the word about this new group. Like our 
Facebook page and keep up with us there. Follow us 
on Instagram. There are so many ways to stay engaged 
these days. And by all means, come see us when we are 
near. We know that you’ll have a blessed time!”

“The folks at The Harper Agency are good Christian 
people and they are very easy to get along with. They 
represented The Bishops throughout our entire career 
and have represented me as a soloist. I couldn’t think 
of anyone else I’d rather be a part of our team going 
forward,” Mark said. Bring Forget the Sea to your 
hometown or church by contacting The Harper Agency 
at 615-851-4500 or at info@harperagency.com.

http://www.forgetthesea.com
mailto:info@harperagency.com


Also visit him online at www.TimLovelace.com

BRAND NEW 
COMEDY DVD & CD SET 

featuring highlights 
from The Music City 
Show as seen on 
RFD-TV & FamilyNet.  
Hilarious Songs, 
Stories, & MORE!

J O I N  T I M  O N 
f t w

DVD & CD 
ONLY
$20

www.timlovelace.com
mailto:rob%40sgnscoops.com?subject=Ad%20Inquiry


It’s a little after 4:00 AM and I’ve been awake since 
3:30 AM thinking. Don’t you just hate when that hap-
pens? We’ve got about a billion things going on in our 
life, and the top priority in my thoughts is geared to-
ward getting ready to fly out Sunday for Greece where 
we’ll be going to work with the Syrian refugees. We’ve 
been hearing reports first hand of the desperation these 
people are experiencing while fleeing for their lives and 
risking everything for a chance to live. 

For the past few months I have had a recurring thought 
about what is happening in our society. I keep wonder-
ing: “What in the world has happened to George Bai-
ley?”

Remember in the movie, “It’s a Wonderful Life,” when 
George wishes he had never been born and God grants 
him his wish and when he goes back to his town there is 
a drastic change. 

Because George wasn’t there to bring out the good in 
people, the good died and desperation set in turning the 
townspeople embittered and mean.

George was the person that tended the tree that pro-
duced the fruits of the spirit so that love, patience, kind-
ness, joy, goodness, peace, faithfulness, gentleness and 
self-control bloomed.  But, when Mr. Potter reigned in 

the city, with no George, he cut that tree down and we 
saw the opposite happen in the people’s lives.  Hatred, 
impatience, anger, bitterness, meanness, insanity, liars, 
rough and self-serving ruled the day.  I don’t know 
about the rest of you but lately I have scratched my 
head wondering how I got into this alternate universe 
where George Bailey doesn’t exist. 

For this reason on Sunday I will get on a plane and fly 
halfway around the world and do whatever I can to 
show these people who are at a place of desperation in 
their lives that good really can overcome evil, and that 
we serve a Savior who isn’t just about rules and regu-
lations. Because He lives in my heart, I can use those 
fruits of the Spirit and offer them to others who may 
not agree or believe the same as me, and because of this 
they will know that we are different and that we belong 
to a God who brings hope and not hatred. 

During this season in our country, my heart and prayers 
are not on who will lead our country, but on individuals 
who can rise up and become the George Baileys in our 
communities. That each one of us will remember it is 
our responsibility to become leaders and to show why 
Christ is the way, not by our words, but by our actions.  
  
You may say to yourself that you are not called to lead, 
but I would challenge to say that everyone is a lead-

Day By Day

By Selena Day

Where has George 
Bailey gone?



er. We are leading someone somewhere just by being 
ourselves. With social media so active in our daily lives 
we are expanding our neighborhoods. 

Instead of going to town and having our daily gossip by 
the well; we are all logging on to Facebook and discuss-
ing what is happening around the world. When you post 
your point of view someone is watching you and being 
influenced in one direction or another because of your 
posts. 

The next time you log on to pontificate your latest 
viewpoint, ask yourself: does this espouse the fruits of 
the Spirit?  Am I choosing to be a George Bailey or a 
Mr. Potter?  Do I care more about being right or do I 
care more about love, patience, kindness, joy, goodness, 
peace, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control? 

Charles Dickens (English Novelist, 1812 - 1870)  best 
describes the time we are living in in his novel, A Tale 

of Two Cities: “It was the best of times, it was the worst 
of times, it was the age of wisdom, it was the age of 
foolishness.”

So in the wee hours of this morning as I write this 
article, my heart and prayers are for humanity; for black 
and white; male and female; for Jew, Christian, Muslim, 
Buddhist; that we all find our way into Him who came 
and died and now lives so that through Him we can live 
our fullest life too. Because as I go He goes too, as I 
serve He serves, as I love He loves through me. I am 
His and He is mine and we are one together. 

As you read this remember that you are His expression 
of love for the world and today choose which you want 
to be: the hopeful, joyful George Bailey or the stingy, 
self-serving Mr. Potter. Because I think we need more 
George Baileys in the world. 
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Kramer is a name that should be familiar to fans of 
Gospel Music. Rachel West Kramer has had a suc-
cessful career as a soloist for nearly 16 years. Along 
with her husband Scott, she has produced several 
quality solo recordings including the well received 
Majestic Glory as well as ministry work for 20 years. 

In 2014, the Kramers decided to form a trio with the 
addition of their 19-year-old daughter Maria. This 
dynamic trio is already taking the Southern Gospel 
Music field by storm. Dedicated to spreading the 
Gospel and to producing great music, the Kramers 
are sure to continue to have a blessed career. 

A Family Affair
The group’s exciting career began back in 1995 

when Rachel and Scott married. The two came 
together not only in marriage but in vocal harmony. 
In addition to singing, Scott and Rachel began host-
ing outreach cruises aboard the Spirit of Peoria 
Riverboat called RiverLife in 1996. The couple also 
founded a non-profit outreach organization called 
Hands Of Love two years later. Both of these outlets 
allow the Kramers to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
to many people. They later took their music career 
full time in the year 2000.

A Special Ministry
Each member of this talented family adds a great 
dynamic to their ministry. D. Scott Kramer states, 
“[The] members are D. Scott Kramer (vocals, guitar, 
keyboards), Rachel West Kramer (vocals), and Maria 

A Family Affair:

By Justin Gilmore

Spotlight on the Kramers



Kramer (19-year-old daughter – vocals, ukulele, 
mandolin, piano, guitar). Traveling with The Kram-
ers is their 17-year-old son, Weston. 

“At age two, [Weston] was diagnosed as having 
autism. The Kramer family is grateful for his spe-
cial life and the unique ways in which the Lord uses 
Weston in and through their lives and ministry.” This 
is a testament to the genuine heart for Christ each of 
them possesses. This family has a heart for service 
which is the focus of their music. Rachel’s powerful 
soprano, Maria’s beautiful alto, and Scott’s smooth 
tenor blend perfectly together to produce incredible 
harmonies. 

A New Recording
These stellar harmonies can be heard on the group’s 
brand new recording Revive Us Again. This excit-
ing record features eleven classic Southern Gospel 
standards most of which are proven concert hits. 
With songs such as “I Believe In A Hill Called Mount 
Calvary,” “More Than Ever,” and “Look For Me,” this 
CD is a tribute to some of the group’s major influ-
ences and favorites. 

A Myriad of Influences
Rachel West Kramer explains, “We all come from 
diverse musical backgrounds, but some of our South-

ern Gospel favorites are Goodman Revival, Gaither 
Homecoming, Gaither Vocal Band, Woody Wright, 
The Hoppers, Buddy Greene, The Isaacs, Russ Taff…
and many more!” This is evident as most of the 
songs on this record were written by Bill and Gloria 
Gaither and performed by the Gaither Vocal Band. 

Maria Kramer enjoys performing the Gaither clas-
sic “I Believe In A Hill Called Mount Calvary.” She 
exclaims, “It’s a powerful proclamation of what we, 
as believers, believe and what we will stand on until 
Jesus returns or takes us home. The song is a testa-
ment of what the Lord has done in our lives, how 
He has changed us completely and made us alive in 
Him. I can speak on behalf of my parents as well and 
say that we are all greatly moved when sharing this 
song.” 

Produced by D. Scott Kramer, this debut recording 
also includes several of Nashville’s finest musicians, 
arrangers, producers and audio engineers. The vo-
cal and musical talent on this record is undeniable. 
Kramer adds, “Our prayer for this project is that it 
would encourage others, draw us all closer to the 
Lord and be used of Him to bring revival!”  

A Wealth of Memories
In the group’s 20-year career of traveling and sing-
ing, they have been able to make some incredible 

memories. According to the group’s 
website, “In 2003, Rachel traveled 
to Washington, DC with the Grace 
Singers and was privileged to sing 
‘How Great Thou Art’ at the National 
Prayer Breakfast with President 
George W. and First Lady Bush in 
attendance.”  

In addition, the Kramers have 
performed at the National Quartet 
Convention as well as other national 
events. “There are so many [memo-
rable moments], but any time some-
one accepts Jesus as their personal 
Savior at a concert, it is the most 
special and rewarding time on the 
road,” Kramer says.  

“Most recently, a 19-year-old girl 
who had been abandoned by her 
parents was at one of our concerts. 



She had struggled with drugs and alcohol and always 
felt empty inside. After the Gospel was shared at our 
concert, she made the decision to put her trust in 
Jesus Christ and surrender her life to Him. Her smile 
after the concert was priceless and full of life. We 
praise God for moments like these.” 

This is what it’s about! The group is thankful that 
they are able help many people come to know the 
love of Christ. Their mission statement is simple: 
“Working hand in hand with the body of Christ, 
embracing the world with God’s love and salvation.” 
Kramer adds, “Our theme verse is Isaiah 26:4, ‘Trust 
in the Lord, for the Lord, the Lord Himself is the 
Rock Eternal!” This is clearly evident in their music 
and performances. 

A Fantastic Future
It is now 2016 and this incredible ministry driven 
family is just getting started! The future is a bright 
one for the talented trio.They are firm in their beliefs 
and their mission to bring souls to Christ and are 

excited for what God has in store for them.

“We already have a full schedule with 180 concerts 
this year and we will also be promoting the new 
CD. Ultimately, we are praying for revival across the 
lands!” the Family exclaims. 

The Kramers are the real deal. The Lord has blessed 
them with incredible voices and the ability to spread 
His Word through music. Their love for the Lord is 
greatly evident and is a joy for fans to experience. 
Be sure to support their incredible ministry and see 
them in concert soon! 

 

www.williamsonsmusic.com


 Looking forward to a great Summer and Fall of Worship  

 Services, Concerts, Relaxing Trips and Family 

 Time, and of  course we'll climax the year with 

 SGNScoops Diamond Awards Nov 1, 2016!

 We had a great Winter with friends, ministers, and 

promoters during our stay in Florida. 

 We have a full schedule of church services, 

concerts, and senior programs for the remainder of the year. Lil' 

Jan and I have also scheduled personal times with two weeks in 

the Smokey Mountains, a week in New York, and a week in 

London, England. Please check our schedule for the times and 

dates of a program near you. We love sharing time with our 

Gospel Music Friends. (DrJerryGoff.com)

Check out our Singing at Sea Cruise for 2017. Make plans to go 
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Randall Reviews It - May 2016
by Randall Hamm

 

     

 

 

  Dear Friends: 
It’s May, the month of flowers that the April showers 
brought! This month I bring you these three flowers 
that have bloomed and they are flowers you should 
pick! Karen Peck and New River’s 25th Anniversary 
Collector’s Edition, Mike Blanton and Evidence’s He’s 
All I Need, and Simple Faiths’ Grace For Tomorrow. 
 
Please send your latest releases for review to Randall 
Hamm, c/o Q-100 WFLQ-FM, P.O. Box 100, French 
Lick, IN 47432.

Let the Reviews begin! 
 

Karen Peck and New River 
25th Anniversary Collector’s Edition 

2016 Daywind 
Executive Producer: Dottie Leonard Miller 

 
Songs:  Bend In The River, He’s Sending Miracles, 
God Still Answers Prayer, Rain And Shine, When Jesus 
Passes By, Ten Thousand Angels Cried, Daddy’s Home, 
God Likes To Work, God Is Faithful, Christian In The 
House, Four Days Late, I Wanna Know How It Feels, 
That’s Why They Call It Grace, Hold Me While I Cry, 
Hey, Last Night, Whispered Prayers, Ephesians Chapter 
One, I Want To Thank You, Why Can’t All God’s 
Children Get Along, On The Banks Of The Promised 
Land, Good Things Are Happening, Revival, Finish 
Well, Pray Now 
 
From leaving the Nelons to fronting and managing 
her own group, Karen Peck and New River, it’s been a 
wonderful journey for Karen Peck. Not to say that there 
have not been bumps in the road, there certainly has, 
but it is great to see how the ministry has grown and 
that Karen is now one of the true legends in Southern 
Gospel. This new album charts her 25 years of New 
River and brings back the songs that made New River 
what it is today. 

Collector’s Edition moves from their days at 
Crossroads/Horizon and their acoustic days, to 
their journey at Springhill where Karen recorded 
the biggest hit of her career, to their latest label, 
Daywind, where they continue to bless listeners with 
their brand of music. This is not your typical Greatest 
Hits compilation, but is interspersed with interview 
clips from Paul Heil’s “Gospel Greats” program and 
interviews he’s done with Karen over the past 25 years. 
So not only do you hear the songs, you get stories 
behind the songs and that makes for one of the coolest 
Greatest Hits packages you’ll ever hear. 



If you’re a Karen Peck fan, you’ll want this although 
you may have all the hits. For those who want just the 
hits, this is the CD to buy. Some thought went into 
putting this together and kudos to Daywind and the 
staff for their forethought. Visit Karen at http://www.
karenpeckandnewriver.com.

Mike Blanton and Evidence 
He’s All I Need 

2016 Independent 
Producer: Jeff Collins 

 
Songs: What A Journey, He’s All I Need, Don’t Let The 
Battle Steal Your Praise, No Other Name, I Laid It All 
Down, We’re Not Defeated, Wonderful Land, I’m Glad 
I’m Saved, Jesus Can Take Care of Me, Still Thrilled, 
I’ll Take What’s Left. 
 
Here’s a CD, with a group I am just becoming 
acquainted with: Mike Blanton and Evidence. Their 
latest release is He’s All I Need. Eleven great songs by 
this group and if you love Inspirations or McKameys 
style of Gospel, you’ll love this CD. 
Mike Blanton and Evidence is composed of Mike and 
Teresa Blanton and based out of Grove City, Ohio. This 
is their fourth CD release and the first single release 
is, “Don’t Let The Battle Steal Your Praise,” that is 
being promoted by Crossroads Music. What a message; 
when you get down, don’t get upset, and most of all, 
“Don’t Let The Battle Steal Your Praise”. A catchy 
upbeat number that will have you humming the song 
throughout the day. 
“I’m Glad I’m Saved” has a Talleys flair and will flat 
out have you happy dancing. PS: If you’re driving like I 
was, WATCH your speed! 
Nine other great songs by this group fill out the CD 
that if you’re looking for a new artist or group to 
discover, this is a gem. Get yourself a copy today. 

Visit Mike Blanton and Evidence at http://www.
mbevidenceministries.com/home.html.  
 
Strongest Songs: “Don’t Let The Battle Steal your 
Praise,” “He’s All I Need,” and “I’m Glad I’m Saved.”

Simple Faith 
Grace For Tomorrow 

2015 Independent 
Producer: Jeremy Peace 

 
Songs: Canaanland Is Just In Sight, First Of All, Where 
You Lead Me, Grace For Tomorrow, Hallelujah For The 
Cross, Holding To His Hand, Great Great Feeling, I’d 
Rather Have Jesus, Unless We Go, Let The Worshippers 
Agree 
 
A new group that has come across the pond, and 
another great Southern Gospel group from Ireland. 
They call themselves Simple Faith. You say, “Randall, 
isn’t there…?” Yes there is another Southern Gospel 
group from Ireland, the group Revelation. Southern 
Gospel is becoming more and more international over 
the years as the Gaither Homecomings and many 
groups have traveled overseas, planting the Gospel 
wherever they go. 
Simple Faith is comprised of Eddie Lister and Paul 
Cairns, lead and baritone, who are founding members; 
Glenn McClelland, tenor and Johnathan Welsh, bass 
for the group. They began singing in 2004 following 
the death of Paul’s father. The group over the years has 
changed in both member, size and sound, and in 2011 
when Johnathan joined, they became a Southern Gospel 
quartet. As of this writing, group member Glenn has 
tendered his resignation and former tenor with the Mark 
Trammell Quartet, Dustin Black, will begin his tenure 
with the group in late April. 
Their latest recording, “Grace For Tomorrow,” was 



produced by Jeremy Peace, tenor with the LeFevre 
Quartet and it’s a great project. The CD leads off 
with “Canaanland Is Just In Sight,” that has become a 
Gospel classic since it was first released by Jeff Gibson 
and Heavenbound in the early ‘80’s. 
One of my favorites is “Holding To My Hand;” “I don’t 
have to understand, I’ll just trust the Master’s plan, I’m 
glad He’s holding my hand.” True faith is never having 
to wonder. When the one who knows all holds our 
hand, we should never have to worry. 
Eight other great cuts round out this CD. If you’d like 
to have Simple Faith for your church or to get a copy 
of “Grace For Tomorrow,” visit Simple Faith at http://
www.simplefaithmusic.com/  
 
Strongest Songs: “Canaanland Is Just In Sight,” 
“Holding To My Hand,” “Unless We Go.”

www.noahhinshaw.com
www.hleradio.com
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YOUNGEr PERSPECTIVE

BY ERIN STEVENS

Kari Gooch

A word from the writer…

I have kept you all waiting long enough for this exciting 
interview! I knew it was finally time to help you get to know 
the daughter of one of the most prestigious, highly awarded 
and well loved ladies of our Gospel music industry. Who 
else could I possibly be referring to other than Karen Peck 
Gooch? Today, let’s dive into her darling daughter’s life, the 
sweet Kari Gooch, and find out what roadie livin’ looks like 
through her eyes. 

It’s your turn to take center stage, Kari…

Erin: What was it like growing up with your mom being such 
a prominent figure in Gospel music?

Kari: As I get older, I see how loved and respected my mom 
is in the industry. Honestly, she has just been mom to me. 
She has always been there for me, and has always tried to 
put my brother and me before anything else.

Erin: For those that may not know the backstory, share what 
your first night on stage was like.

Kari: About two years ago, my mom got sick and completely 
lost her voice. I have always been really shy, and the thought 
of going on stage and singing terrified me! However, when 
my mom lost her voice, my Aunt Susan came to me and 
asked if I would help her sing, and I’ve been on stage ever 
since. Sometimes I still get nervous when I have to sing, but 
I’m trying to work through that!

Erin: How would you describe what it’s like being raised on 
a bus? Feel free to share pros and cons.

Kari: Being raised on the bus has definitely kept my life 
interesting! I practically learned to walk on a bus, so I have 
great balance. I’m really blessed to get to go different places 
every week, and to see things that most people my age have 
never seen. One downside to being raised on a bus is the 

space. When I was little, my brother, cousin, and I would try 
to think of different games to play. It’s really hard to play 
hide and seek on a 45-foot bus.

Erin: If you could do a duet with anyone in the music indus-
try (any genre) who would it be?

Kari: One of my favorite artists right now is Tori Kelly, so 
I’d love to do a duet with her.

Erin: Are there any good books you’re reading lately that 



    Iyou’d like to share?

Kari: I am currently trying to finish up my freshman year 
of college, so most of the reading I do is studying for my 
classes. However, the last book I read for fun was “Good or 
God” by John Bevere.

Erin: When you’re off the road, how do you unwind and 
regroup before leaving out again?

Kari: One of my favorite ways to unwind from the road is 
going to the gym. It’s a good way for me to clear my head 
and prepare for the next trip. Plus, it makes up for all of the 
junk food I eat on the road!

Erin:  Do you have a special Bible verse that means a great 
deal to you?

Kari: For my 18th Birthday, my mom gave me the book, “The 
Prayer of Jabez” by Bruce Wilkinson. Ever since then, The 
Prayer of Jabez has become a big part of my life. “Oh, that 
You would bless me indeed, and enlarge my territory, that 
Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me 
from evil.” (1 Chronicles 4:10)

Erin: 

1) Beach or mountains? 

2) Hunger Games or Divergent? 

3) Ice cream or cheesecake? 

4) Make-up days or no make-up days? 

5) Birthday or Christmas? 

6) Fun with friends or solitude? 

7) Morning person or night owl?

Kari: 

1) Beach

2) Hunger Games

3) Both

4) Make-up days

5) Christmas

6) I like both. I love my 
friends and I love hanging out 
with them, but at times I can 
be a loner. Those same people 
I hang out with make fun of 
me because of it!

7) I really don’t feel like I’m 
either one of these. I’m defi-
nitely not a morning person, 
but then I don’t like stay-
ing up late either! Everyone 
always laughs at me because 
I sleep more than a 100-year-
old woman!

Erin: What is your favorite 
food in the history of all foods everywhere?

Kari: I have a lot of favorite foods, but my all-time favorite 
food would be my mom’s homemade lasagna.

Erin: What are four words you would use to sum yourself 
up?

Kari: Shy. Dependable. Organized. Quirky.

Erin: Is there a venue that stands out to you as a significant 
event you loved being a part of?

Kari: I look forward to Singing in the Sun in Myrtle Beach 
each year because I get to see a lot of my friends during that 
week.  

Erin: With all the pressures and expectations our world is 
pushing on young girls today, how would you extend a word 
of inspiration to young women your age as you’re crossing 
from teen years into adulthood?

Kari: I would tell young girls to always be yourself, and 
don’t give into the pressures of the world. God made you to 
be unique and special. Be secure in yourself and keep God at 



the center of your life. When you focus all your attention 
on Him, nothing can stop you! 

Closing words from the writer…

I can say without a shadow of a doubt, that Kari’s encour-
aging words can not only impact young ladies, but women 
of all ages. It’s a tough world we live in; may we keep our 
focus upward, and remember that there is no one else as 
unique as you, as me and as Kari. Spend some extra time 
today thanking Him for the miracle of life He’s given to 
you. We can say with the Psalmist: “I will praise You, for 
I am fearfully and wonderfully made; Marvelous are Your 
works, and that my soul knows very well.” (Psalm 139:14) 
And may I also add a heartfelt ‘thank you’ to Kari for tak-
ing these few, special moments to chat with us today.

Until next month, Scoops fans. And that’s my take on it.

You can connect with Erin on Twitter - @photosforkeeps • 
Instagram - @photos_for_keeps

Who would YOU like to see Erin interview next?

www.jordansriver.org
www.kjic.org
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May 2016

This chart was compiled from a list of reporting stations. Each month we will be adding more stations. 

1 Triumphant Amazing God
2 Wilburn and Wilburn You Asked Him To Leave
3 McKameys What If
4 Karen Peck and New River I Am Blessed
5 11th Hour Mountain Moving Faith
6 Perrys Keep On
7 Hoppers Jesus, The One
8 Shellem Cline I’m The One
9 Whisnants Grave Mistake
10 Bev McCann 24 Hours A Day
11 Talleys The People In The Line
12 Higher Ground Get Thee Behind Me
13 Noah Hinshaw No Turning Back
14 Heart’s Song Jesus Is The Answer
15 Riders One Holy Morning
16 Mylon Hayes Family One More Opportunity
17 Wards My Father Is Near
18 Kingdom Heirs Pieces
19 Burning Bridges Take It To Jesus
20 Steeles Without A Sound
21 Cornerstone Just Before Dawn
22 Sounds of Victory Slingful Of Faith
23 Inspirations Pray For Me
24 Tribute I Remember The Day
25 LeFevre Quartet Something
26 Reborn Potter’s Wheel
27 Dennis Cook Where No One Stands Alone
28 Nelons Just Can’t Make It By Myself
29 Jonathan Bledsoe Go And Tell Somebody
30 Carolina Boys We Shall Rise
31 Lore Family Trace The Grace
32 Brian Free and Assurance He Still Saves
33 Legacy Five That’s A Hallelujah
34 Joseph Habedank Welcome Home
35 Drummond Family I Stand
36 Jeff and Sheri Easter Small Town Someone
37 Bowling Family I Was There
38 Williamsons Monday
39 Debbie Seagraves Where Was God
40 Kingsmen I Know
41 Pruitt Family You Don’t Even Wanna Make Me Pray
42 Fowlers I’m Nothing Without You
43 Billy Huddleston One Drop Of Blood
44 Caleb’s Crossing Brand New Me
45 Logan Smith Come Spring
46 Keith Barkley and Family Tradition We’re Almost Home
47 Greg Logins and Revival Until Then

48 Hyssongs
There’s Still Room, There’s Still Hope, There’s Still 
Time

49 Jim Brady Trio The Half That’s Never Been Told
50 Down East Boys One Way, One Name, One Door
51 Page Trio What God Says
52 Linda Foster An Unfinished Task



53 Annette Bingaman Splinters From The Cross
54 Big Mo Angels Are Silent
55 Tim Livingston I’m In Good Shape
56 Barry Rowland and Deliverance God Delivered Me
57 Gold City Victory In Jesus
58 Soul’d Out Quartet What A Great Life
59 New Hearts Follow Me
60 Campbell and Rowley Only Jesus
61 Jim Sheldon Church Like We Knew Back Then
62 Mercy Rain Angels All Around Us
63 Alliance Quartet Teach Me Lord To Wait
64 Bates Family Going To Heaven Someday
65 Bledsoes Heaven Will Be Worth It All
66 Mark Trammell Quartet I’ll Take It To The Grave
67 Wisecarvers More Than A Good Man
68 Ernie Haase and Signature Sound Jesus Changed Everything
69 Amber Nelon Thompson Sing-a-long
70 Brian Free and Assurance That’s Just What Grace Does
71 Jimmy Fortune I Believe
72 Erwins Ready To Sail
73 Master’s Voice I Can Hardly Wait To Fly
74 Zane and Donna King Lovestruck
75 Blackwood Brothers Forever Forgiven
76 Cana’s Voice Jesus Never Fails
76 Tommie and Connie Still Too Far Up The Road
78 Walkers By A Roman Soldier’s Hand
79 Pine Ridge Boys The Blood Still Flows
80 Joyaires For My Good
81 Chris Freeman Burdens Are Lifted Away
82 Browders Waiting For You To Get Home
83 Adams Family I’ll Trust God Today
84 Shenandoah Good News Travels Fast
85 Pauline Patterson The Road
86 Campbell and Rowley There’s Still A Cross
87 Isaacs Leave It On The Altar
88 Stephens I Plead The Blood
89 Dunaways Again And Again
90 Devon McGlamery I Will
91 Ernie Haase and Signature Sound A Soldier Fighting To Go Home
92 Lori Jonathan Trio Count Your Days To Glory
93 Doyle Lawson and Quicksilver He’s In Control
94 Kelly Coberly Midnight Cry
95 Soul Purpose Quartet What He Was Dying To Say
96 Ricky Atkinson and Compassion Here For Now, Not For Long
97 Greater Vision He Does
97 Caleb’s Crossing Made To Be
99 Second Half Quartet Cheer The Weary Traveller
100 Booth Brothers Dirt On My Hands

https://www.facebook.com/sgnscoops
https://twitter.com/sgnscoops
https://www.linkedin.com/start/view-full-profile?_ed=0_NrZM2-GlgIhBK03oVzctiKDalb-ViB8GQE644uBDGqqqXcblvSaxMz1ip0HxRU-v&trk=ndir_viewmore
https://instagram.com/sgn.scoops/




Lindsey Graham

By Jennifer Campbell

Lifting Her Voice

As a young girl growing up in Hartford, Kentucky, 
Lindsey Graham knew at an early age that she was called 
to the ministry. Her parents took her to Southern Gos-
pel concerts regularly. In fact, it was a Southern Gospel 
concert that changed her life forever. Lindsey says, “I 
have been raised on the sounds of Southern Gospel music 
so it is difficult to pinpoint my first exposure to the genre. 
However, the most significant encounter with Southern 
Gospel music was at a Cathedrals concert in Owensboro, 
Kentucky, where I gave my heart to the Lord.”

Since that moment, Lindsey has not stopped praising the 
Lord through song. She has performed on stages around 
the world, from Sweden and Northern Ireland to many 
regions in the United States. In 2007, she participated in 
the Gaither Homecoming Video, Amazing Grace. She 
recently traveled with The Taylors, and she has shared 
the stage with many groups, including The Crabb Family, 
The Booth Brothers, Triumphant Quartet, Ernie Haase 
and Signature Sound, The Isaacs, The Dixie Echoes, The 
Stamps, The Blackwoods, and others.

In addition to her solo career, she also enjoys serving as a 
member of the Florida Worship Choir and Orchestra.  “I 
love singing with the Florida Worship Choir and Orches-
tra,” says Lindsey. “This is my fourth year as a soloist 
with the group and words cannot express my apprecia-
tion for these opportunities. This group is musically 
phenomenal and they know how to worship! I consis-
tently experience the presence of God when we gather 
for rehearsals and performances. His favor is upon this 
ministry and I praise Him for allowing me to be a part of 
this special group!”

Even with all of her travels as a solo artist, Lindsey 

fondly remembers singing at Carnegie Hall with the 
Florida Worship Choir and Orchestra and says it was the 
most memorable ministry experience of her career thus 
far. “The rich musical history of Carnegie Hall left me 
speechless as I stood on the platform to present the song, 
‘This Blood’ with the group,” recalls Lindsey. “Director, 
Terry Williams, helped rein in the overwhelming awe by 
calling the Hall ‘The First Baptist Church of Carnegie 
Hall.’ We worshiped and God blessed us with His pres-
ence.”

While she has garnered much success as a full-time re-
cording artist, she says her greatest achievement has been 
remaining a full-time female soloist. Lindsey says, “This 
is not an easy task for various reasons but it is what I feel 
God has called me to do. Therefore, I humbly pursue my 
calling and trust completely in my God. The journey is 
far from over!”

Having completed her Master of Arts in Religion with 
an emphasis in Worship Studies from Liberty University 
in 2012, she is now pursuing a Doctorate in Worship 
Studies through Liberty University. “I am a lifelong 
learner and would be a full-time student if I could,” says 
Lindsey. “In pursuing this degree, I am hoping for more 
speaking engagements in addition to singing opportuni-
ties.”

Lindsey attributes much of her success to her family, 
who have encouraged and supported her ministry en-
deavors from the very beginning. “I am an only child,” 
states Lindsey, “and my parents are very much a part of 
my ministry team. We are blessed to travel together in 
ministry. We enjoy sightseeing in our travels and have 
been blessed to see many beautiful and wonderful places 



including Northern Ireland, Sweden, Germany, and the 
Czech Republic. We are grateful the balance between 
ministry and family is quite easy and natural at this 
point.”

While both of her parents have been an instrumental part 
of her life, she says her mom has been the greatest influ-
ence on her life. “We are more like twins than mother 
and daughter, which is really scary! She taught me at a 
very early age what it was to have a personal relation-
ship with Jesus and that influence has shaped my entire 
existence,” says Lindsey.

Musically, she has also been influenced by Karen Peck 
Gooch. Lindsey says the one song that has encouraged 
her most is Karen Peck and New River’s song, “Pray 
Now.” Lindsey adds, “This song! Wow! She does not 
know it, but Karen sings this song to me several times 
a day. I can hear her voice singing, ‘Pray now,’ and it 
makes me stop and pray. I want to give a huge thank you 
to Karen for her influence in my life.”

As someone who travels in the ministry full time, Lind-
sey knows the struggles that may encounter. For young 
aspiring artists, she offers the following advice: “Pray, 
pray, pray! Pursue God relentlessly. Keep your eyes on 
Him, not on other artists. Pursue your calling and don’t 
ever give up. Allison Speer once told me, ‘Don’t pursue 
the industry. Do what God has called you to do and if the 
industry catches on, great! If not, you will still be happy 
because you are doing the will of God.’ I have lived by 
this mentality and continue to do so!”

Additionally, Lindsey encourages everyone, vocalists 
and non-vocalists alike, to seek God every single day.  
“Press deeply into God,” Lindsey advises. “I love 2 
Chronicles 20:15, when the Lord says, ‘Do not be afraid 
or discouraged because of this vast army. For the battle 
is not yours, but God’s.’ What a great reminder that God 
stands with us and battles on our behalf. We are given 
two choices when walking through a trial: Resent God 
and pull away from Him or press into Him even though 
it hurts. There are no words sufficient for most struggles, 
and yet, I would say, press into your God.  He loves 
you!”

Having recorded a total of seven CDs and one DVD, 
Lindsey enjoys the recording process. Her latest proj-
ect, I Lift My Voice, was produced by Nashville’s own, 
Jason Webb. She says, “Jason lined up an amazing band 
for tracking, including Reba McEntire’s bass and elec-
tric guitar players as well as Michael W. Smith’s for-
mer drummer. He coordinated the best singers in town, 
arranged phenomenal orchestration for the project and 
connected us with the best mix and master. The songs are 
upbeat, encouraging and uplifting with one original song 
titled, ‘God Declared You Holy.’ I’m thrilled with I Lift 
My Voice and trust others will be drawn closer to God 
through this album.”
Lindsey’s next project is in the works. In the meantime, 
she is excited about singing at Dollywood in Pigeon 
Forge, TN. this fall on October 3, 2016, the Monday after 
the National Quartet Convention. She also invites every-
one to stop by and see her at the National Quartet Con-
vention in Booth #902. For more information concerning 

her ministry, 
visit www.
lindseygraham-
ministries.com.

Lindsey Gra-
ham radiates 
the love of 
Jesus Christ 
through every 
song she sings 
and each word 
she speaks.  

Whether she is singing in Europe, at Carnegie Hall, or 
some other spot on the globe, she will always be lift-
ing her voice in praise to the King of Kings and Lord of 
Lords. That is what Southern Gospel Music is all about: 
glorifying the name above all names, Jesus Christ.



www.allegiancetrio.com


 

By Lorraine Walker

        

        

                        

Christian Country Expo 2016 update

CCX 2016 is just a couple of months away. As we like 
to ask, “Do you like your Gospel music with a twang?” 
If so, then make your vacation plans for Christian 
Country Expo 2016 in the Smoky Mountain Resort 
Center, Pigeon Forge, Tennessee, from August 15th 
through 18th. Contact Salina Clay for hotel reserva-
tions at hotels@sgnscoops.com or call her at 256-239-
7716. 

Returning this year to CCX 2016 are favorites Tommy 
Brandt, Kevin Rowe, Greg McDougal, Chuck Day 
and Kenny Gardner. And let’s not forget those sweet 
Country ladies, Lindsey Huggins, Carol Barham 
and Ava Kasich. There are many more artists like the 
Jordan Family Band, De La CroiX, Joe Loftus, Pace 



Brothers, John Randolph, plus other special guests to 
be announced. 

This is an exciting event filled with Christian Coun-
try music and fellowship, a large exhibit hall, daytime 
showcases and evening concerts with special guests. 
CCX 2016 will include the very first Christian Coun-
try Diamond Awards, to be presented during the Expo. 
Vote today at http://www.christiancountrynews.com/
diamond-awards/ Everyone is invited to the website to 
vote for their favorites. Artists and industry personnel 
are also invited to vote and to encourage their friends 
and fans to vote as well!

Don’t miss the Christian Country Expo 2016 from 
August 15th through 18th, 2016, a wonderful time 
of music and foot-stomping fun. Ticket information is 
available at http://www.christiancountryexpo.com/ 

VIP tickets are also available. Call Rob Patz at 360-
933-0741 to reserve your VIP spot. Christian Country 
artists that would like to be involved, please contact 
Vonda Easley at 256-310-7892. 

Like us on Facebook and be sure to check there for 
more information: https://www.facebook.com/christian-
countryexpo/

http://www.christiancountryexpo.com/
https://www.facebook.com/christiancountryexpo/
https://www.facebook.com/christiancountryexpo/




Richard Hyssong

Written By 
Vonda Easley

This month we have artist Richard Hyssong under the DJ 
Spotlight. His radio program is played on several stations 
across the nation, and as many of these are also online, Hys-
song’s program can be heard everywhere. Let’s hear what 
this husband, father, singer, musician, and radio host has to 
share about his life as he comes under the beam of the DJ 
Spotlight. 

Vonda: Tell me about your radio job. What is your title and 
responsibilities? 

RH: I feel very blessed to have a syndicated Southern Gospel 
radio program. We are on 12 networks, have listeners from 
all over the world, and continue to expand to new networks. 
Each week we have interviews, listener requests, and much 
more. I love Southern Gospel music, and also love having a 
great time. However, my goal is to reach thousands with the 
gospel of Christ. The program is called Joy For the Journey.

Having this program has opened my eyes to what goes on 
behind the scenes in radio and how much DJ’s have to do on 
a day to day basis. We need to support Christian radio and 
thank those that get often overlooked. 
 
Vonda: Tell us about your family. 

RH: God has blessed me with a wonderful family. Growing 
up as a pastor’s kid taught me a lot about ministry. I learned 
so much by watching my parents Dell and Susan. May 22, 
2016, will mark their 40th wedding anniversary.

In 2005, I married my wife, Kelly. We first met at her church 
when my family was there ministering  and we started talk-
ing. I asked her out to eat one night and the only place open 
was McDonalds and she still went on a second date with me. 
God put her in my life and I can honestly say that I could not 
be in radio, TV, or singing full time without her.  We have 
two children Makayla, seven, and Richard IV, four years old. 

We are a close family and love spending time together. Our 
family lives by Joshua 24:15 “As for me and my house, we 
will serve the Lord.”
 
Vonda: Please share your testimony with us. 

RH: As I mentioned earlier, I grew up in a Christian home, 
where my dad was a Pastor. I knew at an early age that my 
parents could not get me heaven and it did not matter how 
good I was, but that I needed to make that personal accep-
tance and ask Christ into my life to save me. 

Many people have stories of how they strayed from God, 
or have interesting testimonies, and in some ways my story 
seems a bit boring. Sometimes though we take life and our 
walk with God for granted; but when our daughter, Makayla 
was born, my life was changed forever. At three days old 
the doctors discovered 22 tumors in her heart and masses of 
brain tumors as well.
Throughout the next few years God brought me to my knees 
like never before. Our faith was tested, but when Makayla 
was three months old my wife and I came to the conclusion 
that regardless of whether God healed her here on earth or 
ultimately took her home, that He was in control and that we 
were never going to doubt him. We praise God that today she 
has been miraculously healed, but that experience has helped 
me grow closer to the Lord and my wife. I also have more 

DJ Spotlight



compassion for others.   
 
Vonda: We know you travel with your family, The Hyssongs. 
Tell us a little about the group.

RH: I feel very blessed to be traveling with my family, The 
Hyssongs. We sing in about 250 places per year throughout 
the U.S and Canada.  Radio has been so good to our family. 
In the last few years, we have had several top 10 charting 
songs. We are humbled at the success on the charts, but we 
really want the words of our songs to reach those that are 
listening.
Our family incorporates live brass into our concerts. My dad 

plays the trumpet and I play the trombone. People love hear-
ing live instruments, and brass is very powerful.
     
You can find out more about my family by going to www.
thehyssongs.com.

Vonda:  If you could vacation anywhere in the world, where 
would you go?

RH: I get to see so many incredible places each year. We 
have sung all throughout our wonderful country and Canada. 
Our family has also been through Europe and the Ukraine. I 
am on the road 90% of the year, so after saying all that here 
is my perfect vacation: 

I’d love to spend a few days at home. In fact, I am answering 
these questions in a hotel in beautiful Pennsylvania. [I would 
love] Just sitting in my backyard in Maine eating lobster. 
Then playing tag with my kids would be great. Afterwards 
I would take my family to our favorite ice cream take-out 
stand: Dormans.

If I need to have a different answer, I would also love to go 
and vacation in New York City, see all of the sites, and catch 
a broadway performance. I am a huge sports fan, so this 
vacation would have to be in summer when the Red Sox play 
the Yankees.

Thanks so much to Richard Hyssong for taking time out 
of his busy touring schedule to talk to us about the life of a 
busy Southern Gospel DJ. Take a moment to search out the 
networks who play Joy For the Journey and be sure to listen 
to the next installment with Richard Hyssong. 

Do you have a favorite Southern Gospel DJ? Let me know at 
vonda@sgnscoops.com  

https://www.facebook.com/shanecruseministries/?fref=ts
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“And he will turn the hearts of the fathers to the chil-
dren, and the hearts of the children to their fathers” 
(Malachi 4:6).

Do you remember the movie Courageous from a few 
years ago? Our family really enjoyed it. There is lots 
of action, a compelling story, humor, top-notch acting, 
and the movie is built on a solid foundation (the Word 
of God and the Father’s great love for us.) The movie’s 
subtitle is “Honor begins at home.”

As the promotions for this movie stated, “Four men, 
one calling: To serve and protect. When tragedy strikes 
home, these men are left wrestling with their hopes, 
their fears, their faith, and their fathering. Protecting the 
streets is second nature. Raising their children in a God-
honoring way? That’s courageous.”

How does the Courageous Man Combine Faith, 
Family and Fitness?

When we come home from a hard day at work, the last 
thing many of us want to do is think about anything 
more physical than elbow-bending (as in fork-to-mouth, 
repeat, 40 reps.)

In the movie Courageous, police officer Adam Mitchell 
(played by director and co-writer Alex Kendrick, father 
of six) and his teenage son Dylan start building a new 
relationship with one another, and fitness becomes an 
important part of it. All Dylan seems to want to do is 
“...play video games and run a 5K,” says Adam.

Parents realize that in order to build (or rebuild) a rela-
tionship with their child, it takes becoming interested 
in what interests them. Adam decides to lay aside his 

personal comfort zone for the greater good of blessing 
his son. He and Dylan begin running together, and their 
relationship deepens as Dylan sees his Dad’s love in ac-
tion, not just in words.

Love is spelled T-I-M-E.

Why compartmentalize faith (Sunday only), family 
(around the dinner table...when we’re not watching TV) 
and fitness (does watching football on TV count?)

The Courageous man (and woman) puts God first--so 
why not ask the Lord how to make fitness a part of your 
family time together? No matter what the age of your 
children, you can begin making fun physical activity a 
part of “what we do as a family.”

Here are just a few ideas to get your wheels turning - 
and your bodies moving!

* The Family that Walks together, talks together! 
Take a leisurely stroll 30 minutes after dinner. Make it a 
new family tradition. Enjoy each other’s company and 
walk at a gentle pace for 15-20 minutes to help digest 
your food. This will also keep you from snacking after 
dinner. Take a portion of scripture and talk about it. 
How can you apply it to your lives?

* Go to the Gym or Church Fitness Center with your 
son or daughter. Work out with light weights (not on the 
machines). Show your kids how it’s done.

* Indoor Fitness Games. Remember Twister? You 
can still play that as a family! Add an element of scrip-
ture memorization by writing verses on cards. Call out 
all or part of a verse with each move. See how many 

Faith and Fitness for the 
Courageous Man

By Laurette Willis, CHC



verses you can remember (if you don’t wind up collaps-
ing into a giggling pile before too long!).

* Train for a Charity Race -- a walk, run, or bike race! 
Train as a family team, or with one of your children. 
Use the time to encourage your child.

In the movie Courageous, Adam says, “I think the Lord 
is requiring me to call out the man in my son.”  That’s 
something Dads get to do for their children; emulating 
our heavenly Father by “calling out” and encouraging 
the best in their sons, daughters and wife.

Take the lead, Dad. Be Courageous. Be a Fit Witness 
for Christ in spirit, soul and body. Your family will 
follow--and will HONOR you for it. 

Laurette is a Certified Health Coach, published author, 
and Founder of PraiseMoves Fitness Ministry. You may 
contact Laurette at the email address above, 918-458-
1800 or www.PraiseMoves.com. Join Laurette at www.
Facebook.com/LauretteWillisPage ©2016 

www.blessdministries.com
www.thewrightsministries.com
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The Jay Stone Singers

By Jaquita Lindsey

Based out of Hope Mills, North Carolina comes a fam-
ily group known as the Jay Stone Singers. The current 
lineup consists of husband and wife, Bobby and Sha-
rona Carter, along with their two children, Stone and 
Emma. This Crossroads Music, Skyline labeled group 
projects that undeniable family harmony that audiences 
love to hear. The Jay Stone Singers are grateful to have 
been nominated by the Singing News’ voters as Favor-
ite New Mixed Group in recent years. Their current 
project, Mercy Lives, holds the song entitled “Love Like 
You Mean It,” that has become an inspiring message for 
radio listeners.

JSS - The Beginning
The original Jay Stone Singers sang their first concert 
on October 16, 1976. Jay and Mary Stone started the 
group with their son, Jeff, and daughter, Sharona, by 
their sides. The family had several others join and play 
as a live band. Sharona has carried on with the ministry 
of her parents, as well as the name. Bobby joined the 
family in November of 1987 and aids in carrying on the 
tradition. 

Sharona Stone Carter began singing at age 11. She has 
been gifted with numerous musical talents. She is a 
music teacher at a small private school in their home-
town on Wednesdays each week, teaching general 
music classes, chorus and band. Sharona also gives 
private piano and voice lessons. While she cherishes 
her teaching moments, traveling with her family is her 
passion. “Our family has been blessed to be able to sing 
and share words of encouragement all over the country 
each week. There are so many hurting people. There are 
many families going through difficulties and tragedies. 
They need to be reminded that Jesus is the answer,” 
says Sharona. 

Little did Bobby Carter know that, upon meeting Sha-
rona at a concert around the age of 12, she would one 
day be the lady he would marry and share in ministry 
with. He sang with a local group early on and met the 
Jay Stone Singers at concert that both groups were 
singing at. In addition to his duties with JSS, Bobby is 
a sworn law enforcement officer. He has been in law 
enforcement for over 26 years. He is also the assistant 



director of the Basic Law Enforcement Academy at the 
local community college in their area. 

Although music is Bobby’s passion, like Sharona, he is 
thankful to be an influence on others. “We may never 
be on the largest stages or have the largest crowds, but 
we have a field to work in. Matthew 9:37 tells us that 
the harvest is plentiful but the workers are few,” states 
Bobby. “We want to be all that God desires for us to be. 
As long as there is an opportunity and a door open, we 
want to share the greatest story ever told, Jesus Saves!”

JSS - The Next Generation
Stone Carter, 21, is a talented drummer and vocalist. 
He has been part of the house band during several of 
Abraham Production events such as Singing In the Sun 
and Gatlinburg Gathering. He can be seen lending his 
drum talent to artists performing at these events, as 
well as National Quartet Convention. This past fall, he 
was a part of the Gospel Music Hymn Tour hosted by 
Gerald Wolfe. Stone handles the sound duties for JSS 
and keeps the bus looking top notch for the family. He 
enjoys playing in the studio with he is not on traveling.

Emma Carter is now a full time college student. She 
still makes appearances with her family as often as pos-
sible. She is a finishing her freshman year at Method-
ist University. Emma has been successful with beauty 
pageants and now coaches young ladies participating in 
local pageants. 

Like many kids growing up with music in their blood, 
Emma was singing harmony at a very early age. “We 
were in the studio years ago and planned for the kids to 
record a children’s song that I had written called ‘Let 
the Children Come’,” Sharona recalls. “Emma was so 
small that I had to sit her on a stool so that she could 
reach the microphone. Stone and Emma started to sing 
and the producer stopped them in awe. He was blown 
away at her ability to sing harmony at the age of three.”

JSS - A Scary Moment
I asked Bobby and Sharona to share a memorable mo-
ment from their years of travel. Bobby shared: “I smell 
something burning is never what you want to hear on a 
bus or anywhere, for that matter. We had just finished 
singing in Jasper, GA, right outside of Atlanta, for a 
Salvation Army Event. It was late at night and we came 
down a terrible, winding mountain road. Emma was 
studying in the back lounge of the bus, Sharona and 
Stone were in the front lounge and I was driving. Emma 
called Stone to the back of the bus. Stone yells, ‘Dad, 
something is burning!’ 

“I couldn’t pull over immediately because there was 
nowhere to go. When I finally reached the bottom of 
the mountain, I pulled into a grocery store parking lot. 
Stone and I quickly exited the bus to look for the fire 
and the girls followed suit, all of us in our pajamas. 

“To my dismay, our bus brakes were on fire! We 
grabbed a fire extinguisher to put it out and dialed 911. 
We had the fire out when the fire department arrived, 
thankfully. The bus was safe and thank God no one was 



injured. Talk about scaring us though.”

JSS - The New Project
I want to encourage each of you to check out the Jay 
Stone Singers’ website at www.jaystonesingers.com and 
purchase their project Mercy Lives. I personally enjoyed 
hearing the collaboration of their songs, with added 
bridges and twists. 

Emma does a fantastic job on a song that was writ-
ten by Amber Eppinette called “Example.” It’s a great 
message for our youth today in a world that constantly 
trying to pull them in ungodly directions. What better 
influences can we ask for the youth today than examples 
of Jesus Christ in their age bracket? I am so encouraged 
to see young people using their talents for the Lord. You 
can find the Jay Stone Singers on Facebook and Twitter, 
as well as their schedule on the website mentioned.  

www.charliegriffin.net


As a child I can remember walking through the halls of 
Congress in our nation’s Capitol looking at the unfathom-
ably large amount of American history, and more impor-
tantly; the religious foundation of American culture. It 
seemed an insurmountable task to take it all in and still 
does to this day after all these years.  

As I now walk through the great city of Washington, 
D.C., I see a city of people who have forgotten where 
America came from and the God who so graciously 
granted Her the type of government we so cherish as 
Americans today. I have traveled across this great land 
and around the world singing of the glorious Gospel of 
Jesus Christ and I have seen a trend even in my short 26 
years of life that is very disturbing to me as someone who 
loves the Lord, loves my country, and this music we all 
hold dear. A Christian sub-culture where we have re-
treated from culture as a whole into the four walls of our 
institutions, churches, cliques, and homes.  

With every battle we forfeited over the last 50 years we 
have had unforeseen consequences. Abortion, the un-
equivocal loss of marriage, and the undeniable destabili-
zation of the home are all now staring us in the face.  As 
we have retreated into our safe havens, we have allowed 
the enemy to reach into our own culture of Christianity 
and most unfortunately, the very homes we’ve tried to 
protect with our boycotts, and throw rocks at the very 

culture we disowned! 

I will be the first to take responsibility for these actions 
which have placed our culture on a path to its very de-
struction. WE, the salt and light have removed ourselves 
from the world we were sent to serve. We have simply 
checked out of the uncomfortable places of culture which 
are not politically correct to be part of. 

With our voice gone, who now holds the line of defense 
for the freedoms we have (and many times take for 
granted) and the future of said freedoms? I could name 
many wonderful organizations on the Hill who fight daily 
for those rights and freedoms and whom also share the 
Gospel daily with our high level officials and leadership. 

Since I am the writer of this article and this is the first of 
more articles to come, I will share with you my ministry 
in Washington, D.C. first.  Hope To The Hill is a subsid-
iary of Hope Ministries International, which my father 
started over 16 years ago. It’s a ministry to equip the 
church and those on Capitol hill with the tools for sharing 
the Gospel.  

My father and I have spent many years now in Washing-
ton trying to share our faith with Senators, Congressmen, 
and our nation’s highest ranking officials. My role is 
growing as I ally with other ministries on the Hill in their 

Hope To The Hill
By Nathan Kistler



endeavors with the same goal to share God’s Word with 
everyone we come into contact with.  As a singer in this 
industry for almost 10 years, I have had the honor of sing-
ing with the greatest singers of our time (most recently 
singing alto with the Hoppers and tenor with the Hopper 
Brothers).  I have loved this season in my life with great 
passion where I have served for almost two years, yet I 
have felt the Lord pulling on my heart back to Washing-
ton where my greater calling lies.  

This does not mean I am leaving the music I love, but 
it does mean that I will be spending the great majority 
of my time on the front lines of ministry in Washington 
using my musical gifts in hopes that God will open more 
doors. I hope that you will pray for wisdom for my min-
istry that God would make clear the steps I must walk. I 
ask that you pray for financial outpouring from the Lord 
to further the Gospel.  

Lastly, I ask that you pray for an awakening in our 
churches and in the halls of Congress so that the Word of 
God would once again be fiercely loved and lived by in 
our day and culture. People ask me daily how they can 
get involved and make a difference in the public forum. 

I am happy to tell you that there is much you can do. Call, 
write, and email your congressman or senator and let 
them know that you appreciate the stand they have taken 
on a particular issue. Find something you can agree on 
and let them know you are thankful for their stand. Tell 

them you are praying for them and ask how you can bet-
ter do so. 

I call offices and go into meetings just to ask how I can 
pray for that specific member of Congress. It is incredible 
to see how their face changes when they know I am not 
there to get something from them but to give. The typical 
Washington way is that whenever someone comes to the 
city, they want something. I try to change that idea in my 
ministry.  

You will never know what your call, email, letter, or 
even personal visit will do. Do your research and do not 
neglect to remember that God always has a remnant just 
as He has had throughout history. There are Daniels and 
Josephs in our nation’s Capitol. 

I have hope that the remnant God has always given mercy 
by is still in this land. I pray that He would once again 
pour out His blessing on our hurting land. I look forward 
to sharing with you more about another special ministry 
in Washington and how you can be involved in the work 
we do! 

“Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest truly is 
plenteous, but the laborers are few.” (Matthew 9:37)  

Your Faithful Missionary to Washington
Nathan Kistler

http://deborahavanspeek.bandzoogle.com


By Robert York
The Future of Southern Gospel

Before I was born, the early days of Southern Gos-
pel music came about when James Vaughan formed a 
professional group to travel and sell his song books. 
Following this, came The Speer Family, The Stamps 
Quartet, LeFevre Trio and The Blackwood Family. The 
question then begins to come up: What does the future 
hold for this type of music? Kinda reminds you of the 
country song George Jones sang: “Who’s Gonna Fill 
Their Shoes.”  This question will continue for many 
years to come.

The answer is quite simple; the youth holds the future 
of Gospel music. It has been handed down through 
former groups. As a result of the LeFevre Trio and  
Blackwoods, several of their children and grandchil-
dren are singing. The LeFevre name is carried on with 

third-generation Jordan LeFevre and has also included 
the Gooch children, Matthew and Kari. Their mom was 
part of the LeFevres.

Recently I begin to think about the youth in Southern 
Gospel music and what’s going to happen to our music. 
I was at Southern Gospel Weekend and saw all the 
youth there, so I thought I’d chat with some of them 
and find out a little about them. There was Lyndsey 
Chandler, 15, who sings alto and soprano with The 
Chandlers. She states, “I play the mandolin and I’ve 
been singing my whole life. I thank God everyday 
for the calling God has put on my life.”  Her sister is 
Tiffany Chandler, 19, who sings alto and soprano. The 
family is from Greenfield, Tennessee. Tiffany plays 
drums and has been singing since she was three years 
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old. She is also a songwriter, writing her first song at 
age seven. She said, “I love traveling with my family, 
and I could do it until the Lord comes.” They do as 
many as 175 dates a year.  

Ben Sharp is 24, from Fort Payne, Alabama. He sings 
with his family group but was influenced by the King-
dom Heirs and Gold City. He states, “I remember hear-
ing the Gold City of the 1990’s sing and was amazed at 
the harmony they had and wanted to be able to sing just 
like them.” Ben began singing in 2011 after his grand-
father (Joel Sharp) retired. Ben grew up on the road 
traveling with his family, The Sharps.     

The very popular group, The Williamsons from Okla-
homa, has Darin Hebert as their bass singer. He began 
singing with them his senior year in high school when 
he lived in Oak Grove, Louisiana, after which he moved 
to Weleetka, Oklahoma in 2006. Darin was also influ-
enced by Gold City.

Sadie Renae is a very talented young lady and has been 
singing since she was three. She was born and raised 
in Northeast Alabama. She is a soloist and sings in 
churches, festivals and community events and wherever 
the Lord opens the door. Sadie has already recorded her 
first album entitled “Blessed.” She said, “I am hooked; 
it’s just a different feeling when I am singing for the 
Lord. I could never do what I am doing without him.”

The Connells have two daughters that sing in their fam-
ily group from Jacksonville, Alabama.  Heather, who 
is 17, sings alto and was inspired by Karen Peck and 
Kelly Nelon. Her twin sister is Hannah who was also 

inspired by Karen Peck. Their father is a minister. Han-
nah said, “I’m about to graduate from high school and 
I plan to pursue singing, and go to college to pursue a 
degree in teaching.

Hope’s Journey has been blessed to 
find Jordan Wilson, 19, who sings bass 
for the group.  He is from Chatsworth, 
Georgia and his favorite singers are 
George Younce and Pat Barker. Jordan 
graduated from North Murray High 
School in 2014 and attends Dalton State 
College.

Caleb Lamb was born into a Pentecostal 
home and is a fourth generation Pente-
costal. Caleb, who is 21, began singing 
when he was three years old. He states, 
“My Mom would make me sing all the 
time at home while she played hymns 
on the piano, then at age eight I sang 

in front of an audience at church for the first time and 
have been singing ever since. It’s my greatest joy to 
sing for Jesus.” He is from Hamburg, Arkansas and was 
influence by Karen Wheaton to get into singing Gospel 
music. He sings tenor with Majesty III.

Redemption Song is a young group. Trent Adams, 25, 
from Ashland, Alabama is the bass singer for the group, 
singing bass since he was 15. He has been singing for 
10 years. “I have always loved bass singers. I have been 
privileged to sing with two legendary names in Gospel 
music. That being the Blackwood Quartet and the Dixie 
Echoes,” states Trent. His wife Jessica from Cedartown, 
Georgia sings alto for the group. She grew up on Gos-

 BEN SHARP, DARIN HEBERT, LOGAN MILLER, 
LINDSEY CHANDLER, TIFFANY CHANDLER

TRENT ADAMS, JESSICA ADAMS, JUD HURST



pel music. Her granddad was a pastor and her dad was a 
deacon. 
Jessica says, “My entire family is musically talented 
playing piano, bass, guitar and just about any instru-
ment. I was blessed to be able to sing along with my 

mom and brothers. The Crabb Family has always been 
my absolute favorite. My dream was to sing with my 
family and now I get to with my husband.” They have 
three children. 

Another member of Redemption Song, 21-year-old Jud 
Hurst from Lineville, Alabama sings baritone. He was 
raised up singing and has sung his whole life. He said, 
“I love the groups who do not care about putting on a 
show. I love it when the groups put their egos aside and 
have church. Our main purpose is to win lost souls to 
Jesus. That is what I was raised on and I still believe.”

From Cedartown, Georgia, you find Nikki Shaw and 
her two young sons Eli, 12, and Jacob, 17, known as 
Children of the Promise, a very popular group who has 
sung on WATC TV in Atlanta as well as WLJC TV in 
Breattyville, Kentucky and ETC TV in Ellijay, GA.

Eli has always loved to sing and listens to The Nelons 
and Karen Peck. He said,”I would love more than any-
thing to always be able to sing full time Gospel music 
and lead people to Christ until He comes to get us.” 
Jacob said his great-grandmother Lela Liner and her 
sister Evelyn Haskins had been singing Gospel music 
ever since they were both three or four years old and 
have a great influence on his life. “I’ve learned not to 
plan ahead, because God has a plan for my life and all I 
have to do is to be willing to listen.”

Jordyn Morgan from Canton, Georgia is only six years 
old. Born to love Gospel music, she began singing 
with her mom. She sings every opportunity she gets. 
Her biggest influence has been Billy Forrester of the 
Joymasters. She always gets invited to sing with other 
groups when The Heard Family is singing. She has 
already made appearances on TV three times with her 
family. She says, “I would like to record my very own 
CD, sing live with Karen Peck and Kim Hopper.”

See folks, there is a future for Southern Gospel music. 
It’s up to us to support and encourage these young sing-
ers and to get more young folks involved in the music.  
Carry your children and grandchildren to Gospel con-
certs.

850-723-0719“Jesus is Always On Time”
www.calebdennis.com

Caleb Dennis

JORDYN MORGAN

JACOB SHAW, ELI SHAW

www.calebdennis.com




    

By Lorraine Walker

The Fifth Annual Creekside Gospel Music Convention is 
coming soon to beautiful Pigeon Forge, Tennessee. Join us 
from October 31st through November 3rd as we listen to great 
Gospel music, enjoy the majestic Smoky Mountains and 
have a great time in fun and fellowship with other fans and 
artists of Creekside at the Smoky Mountain Convention Cen-
ter. During this Five Year Anniversary, you will experience 
excellent showcases Tuesday through Thursday afternoons, 
the Diamond Awards, exciting evening concerts every night 
and the worshipful, intimate Midnight Prayer. It’s a busy but 
fulfilling week and we don’t want you to miss it! 

Click onto the website at creeksidegospelmusiconvention.
com to reserve your free tickets. Contact Salina Clay for ho-

tel reservations at hotels@sgnscoops.com or call her at 256-
239-7716.

Are You A Very Important Person (VIP)?

This is going to be a special year with exciting things going 
on all four days and we want to encourage you to purchase 
your $25 VIP ticket. That’s right, $25 for all four days. That 

works out to a little over six dollars a day. There is nowhere 
else that you can get such a great value and see so many 
fantastic Southern Gospel Groups. And VIP means pre-
ferred seating, special gifts and backstage events.If you are 
interested in purchasing your $25 VIP ticket, please contact 
Rob Patz. Those obtaining their VIP pass before June 1 will 
receive the SGNScoops Magazine Presents Today’s Gospel 
Music Volume Two as our gift to you. Call Rob today at 360-
933-0741.

Some of Our Invited Guests

Some of this year’s artists performing at Creekside include: 
the Pine Ridge Boys, Shellem Cline, Alliance Quartet, Ava 
Kasich, Drummond Family, Heart’s Song, Jason Runnels, 
Sharp’s Quartet, Jordan’s River, Griffins, McKay Project, 
Surrendered, Connells, and more.

mailto:hotels@sgnscoops.com
http://www.sgnscoops.com/wp/wp-admin/post.php?post=16556&action=edit
http://www.sgnscoops.com/wp/wp-admin/post.php?post=16556&action=edit


Something Special

Beginning with Monday 
evening, Creekside will present great Gospel music every 
night with something special to uplift and entertain you. 
Monday evening’s special event is Creekside Honors, where 
we celebrate the life of someone special in Gospel music. 
Keep watching to find out who will be honored this year.

Every day, beginning on Monday afternoon, the Exhibit Hall 
is open, filled with artists’ booths and singers waiting to chat 
with you. The Hall will be open every day and is part of your 
free admission to Creekside.

On Tuesday morning, Creekside presents daytime show-
cases every day to fill your mornings with music. Joseph 
Habedank will be our special guest on Wednesday. Every 
afternoon, Scott Roberts and the Five O’Clock Band will be 
headlining a stellar cast of artists to warm up the listeners for 
an evening of song. Midnight prayer returns each night be-
fore you head to your room to rest up for the following day.

The Diamond Awards will be presented during the Conven-
tion on Tuesday night, November 1st, 2016, during a cele-
bration hosted by Dr. Jerry and Jan Goff. Make sure your fa-
vorite artist is recognized. Vote today!The Top Ten nominees 
are waiting to be voted on by you! http://www.sgnscoops.
com/the-2016-diamond-award-nominations-2/

Wednesday night and Thursday night also have special 
events happening during the evening program, so plan to 
stay the entire time!

What You Need To Know

Your Creekside fifth anniversary tickets must be reserved 
here: Creeksidegospelmusicconvention.com.

Creekside Gospel Music Convention would like to hear from 
you! Tell us what you want to see and hear in November. 
Creekside also needs your help. If you would like to volun-
teer through various promotional activities throughout the 
year, or with onsite tasks during the convention, please email 

Rob at rob@sgnscoops.com. 

For more information, latest news and artists scheduled to 
appear, visit the Creekside page on Facebook here: https://
www.facebook.com/Creeksidegospelmusicconvention .

Fall Tree Photo Courtesy of Wolfgang Staudt

http://www.sgnscoops.com/the-2016-diamond-award-nominations-2/
http://www.sgnscoops.com/the-2016-diamond-award-nominations-2/
http://www.everystockphoto.com/photo.php?imageId=2241474&searchId=82b294c59f5060cab455c62c930dda08&npos=1


In 1953, a Quartet began in the Carolinas that remains 
a household name to Gospel music lovers. The Har-
vesters Quartet began with Bill Hefner (tenor), Buddy 
Parker (lead), and Hershel Wooten (bass), Pat Patterson 
(baritone) and pianist David Reece in Charlotte, North 
Carolina. Patterson was the emcee and manager until he 
left the group in 1958. Bill Hefner took over the quartet 
as tenor, emcee and manager at that time. 
 
The Harvesters were mainstays at WBTV in Charlotte, 
NC. Charlotte’s TV market also housed Arthur Smith 
and the Crossroads Quartet/ Crackerjacks on another 
television station. Both group’s notoriety was largely 
due to the TV circuit, similar to a number of artists 
across America at that time. In the ‘60’s, quartet TV 
shows declined and groups toured more, increasing 
their coverage areas. 

The Harvesters Through The Years

In late 1958, the Harvesters Quartet consisted of Hef-
ner, Parker, Don Norman (baritone), Fred Rose (bass), 
and Jack Clark (pianist). After Rose left the group, the 
bass singers Jay Simmons, Bob Thacker, and Noel Fox 

were with the group. In the 1960’s, the quartet appeared 
regularly on WBTV and other syndicated programs. 
The Harvesters Quartet hosted the Carolinas Song 
Festival at the Charlotte Coliseum and Ovens Audito-
rium for many years and was considered one of the top 
Gospel quartets in the country. The group toured until 
1965 or so.

In 1968, Bill Hefner, Bob Thacker and Earl Brewer 
reformed the Harvesters Quartet with Jack Bryson, 
Richard Coltrane. This group performed until 1972. 
Their performances of classic southern gospel delighted 
audiences. Their popularity continued to increase with 
each concert. 
 
In 1974, as Bill Hefner was elected to the US Congress, 
Bob Thacker and Earl Brewer revamped the Harvesters 
Quartet into a solid group performing until 1982. Earl 
Brewer handled piano and sang tenor for a time. Later 
tenors to join the quartet included Phil Barker, Gene 
Player, Benny Blackburn and others. The middle parts 
(lead and baritone) included Bill Ferguson, Richard 
Lee, Donald Link and CB McLain, to mention a few.

By Charlie Griffin

The Harvesters

Quartet Shines Bright 63 Years Running



The Harvesters’ Popularity Increases

It is during this time the Harvesters began to enjoy a 
renewed demand in the Carolinas. Bob Thacker was co-
host of the popular television program Gospel Songs on 
WXII-TV in Winston Salem, NC with Earl Carney. He 
also hosted a radio program on WRKB radio in Kan-
napolis, NC., while Earl Brewer continued friendships 
with media in the Greensboro markets on WPET radio. 
The Harvesters hosted a number of concerts at Winston 
Salem’s Reynolds Auditorium and in Eden, NC.’s high 
school auditorium. They also became one of the first 
mainline groups to book and engage concerts at a new 
small venue, the Hallelujah Supper Club in Newton, 
NC. 

Their renewed popularity filled the HSC and they 
became regulars with sold programs for years to come. 
While their travels broadened with trips to the Joyful 
Noise in East Point, GA, the National Quartet Con-
vention, Pennsylvania’s Garden Spot Promotions and 
a number of other concert venues and promoters, the 
Harvesters always gave one classic performance in the 
quartet tradition.

The Harvesters Quartet (left to right) circa 1982: Danny 
Parker, Earl Brewer, Donald Link (center), Bob Thack-
er, Phil Barker

 
When Bob Thacker left the quartet, Earl Brewer and 
Danny Parker who joined the group in 1982, carried 
on The Harvesters Quartet heritage.  As Earl Brewer’s 
health declined, Danny Parker took the reins of the 
quartet continuing the tradition with the Harvest-
ers Quartet moving their home base to Sanford, NC. 
The Quartet continues the dynamic legacy now under 
Parker’s guidance. Currently, other group members 
include Tommy Young (tenor), Allen Hunter (baritone) 
and Mark Hoggard (bass).

The Harvesters Today

Today, the Harvesters Quartet is comprised of a group 
of talented singers and musicians who strive to deliver 
excellence in their concert appearances.  Let’s get to 
know more about them and their families.

The Harvesters 2016 (left to right): Mark Hoggard, 
Danny Parker,Tommy Young and Allen Hunter

TOMMY YOUNG -- Tenor-singer Tommy comes to 
The Harvesters with several years of experience in the 
Southern Gospel Music industry.  He started his singing 
career in 1973 and has been consistently singing since 
that time.  Tommy, Danny Parker and Ivan Parker sang 
in a quartet in their early years, The Foundations from 
Pikeville, NC.  Tommy most recently sang tenor for 
The Glorymen Quartet from Holly Springs, NC before 
joining The Harvesters Quartet. Tommy is married to 
Dianne Young and together they have raised four boys 
Paul, Daniel, Seth and Jordan. 

DANNY PARKER – Danny is the lead singer and man-
ager of the Harvesters. This Stamps-Baxter School of 
Music student comes to the group with years of experi-
ence. Some remember Danny when he and his brother, 
Ivan Parker, sang with The Noblemen. His warm, en-
gaging personality and smooth lead voice has warmed 
hearts and gained friends wherever he is heard. Danny 
is married to Sue Parker with two daughters, April and 
Amber, and their wonderful sons-in-law and two grand-
sons Triton and Caiden Gaster.  Danny and Sue reside 
in Sanford, North Carolina.

ALLEN HUNTER – Baritone singer, Allen, has sung 
Gospel Music for a number of years. He is a seasoned 
singer whose tour of duty included tenure with the 
popular Revelaires Quartet. His outgoing personality 



appeals to the young and old alike. Many respond to Al-
len as a “George Bush” look-alike. Allen is married to 
Penny Hunter and has two daughters (Shelia, Lisa) and 
one son (Tim), five grandchildren and one great-grand-
child.  He makes his home in Raleigh, North Carolina. 

MARK HOGGARD- Mark is the bass singer of the 
group, having previously sung with his dad for approxi-
mately 25 years in The Laymen Quartet. He continued 
to keep The Laymen Quartet on the road after his dad 
passed away in 2004 until he decided to come off the 
road to spend more time with his family. He returned to 
the road after approximately five years to help The Har-
vesters on a fill-in basis which resulted in a permanent 
position. Mark is married to Amanda and they have 
two children, a daughter Briana and a son Trey. Mark 
resides in Colerain, NC.

The Harvesters Quartet at Sixty-Three

Personnel may have changed over the years, but the 
group has always maintained the sincerity and dedi-
cation in the Harvesters tradition. They have never 
forgotten their responsibility to God or their fans and 
friends. They are known for their talents, friendliness, 

genuine spirit and dedication while striving to fulfill 
their purpose. Most importantly, the Harvesters present 
a concert of songs that uplifts and inspires young and 
old alike.  

The Harvesters 
are annual regu-
lars on the NQC, 
Memphis Quartet 
Show, Singing in 
the Sun, Parker 
Homecoming 
Sings and a host 
of other concerts 
throughout the 
year. Each year 
the group ex-
pands singing 

their special brand of Quartet Gospel music, whether in 
a church or concert hall settings. The Harvesters shine 
as the audience enjoys those entertaining, light-hearted 
moments while the focus is to deliver Christ’s words of 
salvation and encouragement. Their message is timeless 
and yet vibrantly new as their song lyrics are filled with 
hope and a promise for those that believe.

Sixty three years and still singing! There are only a 
handful of legacy groups that are carrying on the clas-
sic Gospel music such as the Harvesters. The Harvest-
ers Quartet proudly embraces their music history, the 
rich four part harmonies and their love of gospel music. 
When you see and hear them, you will know why their 
popularity endures and shines bright. Yes, a rich shining 
quartet legacy, 63 years running!

Important links: www.harvestersquartet.com 
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When is Enough, Enough? 

When I was growing up, I always heard from Mom 
or Dad the phrase, “Now that’s about enough!” 
Most of the time it was when my brothers, cousins, 
friends and I were wrestling in the house. Other 
times maybe an argument scaling up to a level it 
shouldn’t. 

As a father I have found myself using that phrase 
numerous times with my three children. Not nearly 
as many times as I heard it as a child, of course, but 
in retrospect it seems mostly at bedtime with the 
giggles, more than diffusing wrestling matches as 
my parents did on the farm.

It leads me to wonder, with all that goes on in the 
world today, how much longer before our Heavenly 
Father says the same thing. How long before God 
stands up and says, “Gabriel warm up your trum-
pet.” How long before he looks at Jesus and speaks 
those words that our Savior is longing to hear: “Son, 
go bring My children home.” 

How much longer is it before He stands up from the 
throne and as He looks over His creation, He says, 
“You have had your chance. Enough is enough.”

There is also a flipside to that statement. We as 
Christians should be ever watchful as we journey 
through our walk and mindful of what time we have 
left. In our ministry we must truly give our all to 
Him. Every bit of heart, life, body, mind, checkbook 
and the list goes on. 

If we truly understand the concept, if we truly 
believe He is coming back soon, if we truly believe 
there are more souls to save, then enough is never 
enough. 

Roger’s 
Roundup
By Roger Barkley Jr. 
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The Editor’s 
Last Word

 By Lorraine Walker

Here it is! May already, the merry month of flowers and 
allergies! It’s also the month for Mothers, so for all of 
you that are celebrating this month, we salute you. The 
end of the month brings with it Victoria Day weekend 
in Canada, the first long weekend of summer. It also 
brings Memorial Day in the United States, another 
rite of summer and another weekend full of concerts. 
Southern Gospel is good any time of year, but I love 
the outdoor concerts when the sun is hot and so is the 
music. 

By now you have read about all the great music we 
are celebrating in this month’s issue of SGNScoops. 
I am so thrilled that Mark Bishop and Forget The Sea 
honored us with an interview this month and made our 
cover look terrific! I enjoy the sound of this new group 
and I’m sure you do too. Mark Bishop is one of my 
favorite people in the industry. You might think I say 
that about all the artists we feature and perhaps I do, but 
I confess, we have a lot of awesome people in Gospel 
music. I remember hearing Mark with his brother and 
father as The Bishops so many years ago. I can still 
hear them in my mind singing “Jezebel” a capella. Now 
his new group is again blending styles and genres to 
create their own unique sound. Well done!

Here at the hub of SGNScoops, we have been talking 
about all of the new artists and new music that is 
springing up, and I have to say that I am amazed at 
the quality and talent of some of these young people. 
Like the members of Mark Bishop and Forget The Sea, 
it seems that the next generation of Southern Gospel 

is well equipped to carry the banner and enlarge our 
boundaries. Check out the members of the Jay Stone 
Singers, as well as Maria Kramer, Kari Gooch, Lindsey 
Graham, and all of the young people that Robert York 
introduced us to in his article, The Future of Southern 
Gospel. Wow.

Having said all of that, let’s not forget those whose 
ministries have been going for many years, firmly 
standing on the Rock of Jesus Christ. Charlie Griffin 
re introduces us to The Harvesters, one such group that 
has been singing for decades. Other groups like Greater 
Vision, Legacy Five and Ernie Haase and Signature 
Sound that have been encouraging audiences for 15 
years and more are found in the photographic spread 
from Spring Break. 

Now that you have read about all of these wonderful 
artists, find their music on the web and buy it. Support 
them and their ministries. They can only keep going 
and sharing the gospel if we buy their product and show 
up at their concerts. This music will go places that few 
of us may visit, so support it and help send the word of 
God into every corner of this world.
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sion for ministering to others, 
sharing her testimony of how 

she was born lifeless and how Jesus raised her up 
to live for Him. Jennifer is a member of the Florida 
Worship Choir and Orchestra and has performed 
with them at Brooklyn Tabernacle, Carnegie Hall, 
Central Park, and Times Square. She serves as a 
group leader for Women of Faith, designs websites, 
and writes an inspirational blog at  http://jennifer-
campbell.net/blog.htm and a food and travel blog 
at  http://jennifersjourneys.net Learn more about 
Jennifer at http://jennifercampbell.net and www.
christwillreturn.org.

Joan Walker grew up with 
music in the house and first 
heard Southern Gospel in her 
early teens.  With almost a 
quirky (some may say ‘weird’) 
need to make sure words are 
spelled correctly and the 
apostrophes are in the right 

place, she enjoys proofreading the articles for the 
SGN Scoops magazine each month...and looks 
beyond the letters and commas to the wonderful 
words each writer has written.  Joan counts it as a 
blessing in her life to be part of SGN Scoops!

http://SGMRadio.com
http://SGNScoops.com
mailto:rob@sgnscoops.com
mailto:rob@sgnscoops.com
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mailto:lorraine@sgnscoops.com


Dusty Wells is a man of many talents 
and multiple skills, from his speaking 
engagements across the country, to 
traveling and encouraging various 
artists in the Christian music genres. 
Dusty has a passion that is evident 
from the moment you meet him.  

Dusty is a man who remains passionate and secure in the 
calling and destiny upon his life. He has come to realize 
the importance of finding purpose and clear direction for 
not only his life, but also the lives of those he comes in 
contact with, no matter what stage of life they may be in.
Growing up in a very dysfunctional home, surrounded by 
all types of abuse, Dusty had every excuse to be a failure 
in life. He grew up on welfare, having to steal his daily 
necessities of life at times, being surrounded by drugs, 
alcohol and pornography. He was raised by a mother who 
was married multiple times, living in a housing project on 
the wrong side of town. But in the midst of what seemed 
to be complete devastation, God had different plans of 
success for Dusty. At the age of 14, a precious couple 
took time out of their own lives to invest in Dusty…thus 
leading Him to the Lord. His life is a testimony of God’s 
relentless love and deliverance, and is one of the most 
triumphant stories told in modern Christianity. Dusty is 
confident in the fact that if God can do it for him, He can 
do it for anyone, no matter the situation.
Dusty and his wife of 33 years have four children, and two 
grandbabies with one more on the way. They make their 
home in Nashville, Tn.

Justin McLeod is the founder of the 
Justin’s World of Softball website, a site 
that he has built into one of the pre-
mier news outlets in the sport. Justin 
is a longtime Gospel music fan and 
enjoys researching the history of the 
genre, attending concerts, and review-

ing recordings whenever possible. The son of a Southern 
Baptist pastor, he also works for a law firm as a legal sec-
retary and is active in his local church. Justin is a native of 
Memphis and now resides in Northeast Louisiana.

Pete Schwager is a web developer and 
graphic designer with a passion for 
Christ. He was born in Santa Rosa, Cali-
fornia and moved to Oregon where he 
spent most of his life. He now lives in the 
quiet town of Ringgold, Georgia and en-
joys living in the country with his family. 

You can find him online at http://peteschwager.com

Staci Schwager helps with marketing 
and communication with her  hus-
band’s web design company, Cre8able 
Media.  Together they make a great 
team!  Staci being the   “talkative” one,  
loves being able to communicate one 
on one with clients and organizing 

ideas.   While Pete on the other hand is diving into the 
design and coding  aspects to make the real masterpiece!   
Most of  Staci’s days are filled with preparing homeschool 
lessons for her kids, couponing, gardening, tending to her 
chicken flock and spending as much time on the beauti-
ful, country land God has blessed them with.  

My name is Tina Wakefield and I 
am currently Music Minister for 
Amazing Grace Worship Center in 
Alabaster, Al. I have led worship for 
over 18 years as well as teach adults 
how to live everyday life in Victory 
as a Christian.  I enjoy playing and 
singing Gospel Music whenever and 

wherever I am invited. I currently have three Cd s avail-
able on my website at www.tinawakefield.com and just 
released my first music video with Godsey & Associates 
called,” The Choice” available on YouTube. I write a lot of 
the music we sing at church and also record my original 
songs. My family is very ministry oriented with Pastors, 
Teachers, Musicians, and Singers. My heart’s desire is to 
spread the gospel of Christ through any and all open 
doors that I receive.
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During my childhood days my parents 
took me to the Atlanta City Auditorium 
for concerts hosted by Warren Roberts. 
That was the beginning of my love for 
Southern Gospel music. After 35 years 
I retired from USPS, during which time 
I got married. My wife and I often went 

to The Joyful Noise for dinner and concerts. Every known 
name in Gospel Music sang there at one time or another. 
After I retired, we decided to start promoting concerts. Our 
goal was not only to promote our concerts, but also to pro-
mote any Gospel concerts in our area and attend as many as 
we possibly could. I came to a crossroads in December 2013 
when my wife graduated to heaven, not knowing what to 
do. After much prayer God led me to continue promoting 
concerts. Have promoted around 100 concerts and can’t tell 
you how many I attended. I still enjoy going to concerts and 
writing a little about the groups.

Erin Stevens is a uniquely talented 
shutterbug, singer, guitar player, 
writer, blogger, and social networker. 
She is the owner/operator of Photos 
For Keeps By Erin. Along with running 
her own business, she is the official 
photographer for Abraham Produc-
tions (API). You will find her behind 
the lens at all API events, along with 
working behind the scenes on their 

social media. She also travels full-time on the road with her 
family’s gospel group, The Stevens Family. Photography is 
her passion and singing for Jesus is her calling. For several 
years, you have known her as our very own “Younger Per-
spective” writer. Check out her photography website www.
photosforkeepsbyerin.com and her ministry website www.
stevensfamilymusic.com.

Sherry Anne Lints, a Doctor of 
Chiropractic, singer, speaker, ac-
tress, writer and fitness trainer, was 
born with a bilateral hearing and 
speech impairment. She appeared 
in the films, Clancy and The Perfect 
Gift and was a special guest on 100 
Huntley Street, in Ontario, Canada. 
She is a contributing author for the 
book, Modern-Day Miracles and 

released her second CD, Keep on Prayin’, July 2012 and has
 opened for many of the Gaither Homecoming Artists. Ad-
ditionally, Sherry Anne helps lead worship and drama at her 
church.  For more information, visit: www.SherryAnne.com.

Vonda Easley is the owner of Hope’s 
Journey Christian Ministries and the 
voice of “The Strictly Southern Show” 
at WPIL 91.7 in Heflin, Alabama on 
Fridays 

Vivian is the marketing manager at 
KKGM in Dallas/Fort Worth Texas, as 
well as hosting a program on Sundays 
where she features national, regional 
as well as local artists. She also brings 
news of upcoming concert events in 
the Dallas/Fort Worth Metroplex and 
surrounding area. Vivian has promoted 
various artists in this area for over 10 

years beginning with Phil Cross and Poet Voices and later 
Sharron Kay King and Jerry Bennett to name a few. She has 
spent the past several years promoting Southern Gospel, 
Inspirational Country Gospel and Bluegrass in this area in 
order to preserve this part of our heritage.

 Hello, I’m Randall Hamm, Gospel 
Program Director of WFLQ French 
Lick Indiana, host of the Sunday 
Morning Gospel Show for the past 
20 years on WFLQ French Lick 
Indiana and Singing News Top 10 
Small Market DJ for the past three 
years. I now add something new to 
my resume! Record Reviewer, ok… 
CD Reviewer. I’m Old School, having 

started in the days of LP’s, 45’s and Reel to Reel along with 
cassettes as the main form of music played. If you’d like to 
listen to my program, you can visit https://www.facebook.
com/TheSundayMorningGospelShow and listen to archived 
programs, plus I post various Southern Gospel news up-
dates, uplifting music and Gospel-related items. If you’re in 
the six-county area around French Lick Indiana, in the heart 
of Southern Indiana, tune in every Sunday 6:00am-12:00pm 
and listen to the Gospel Greats with Paul Heil, 6:00am to 
8:00am and the Sunday Morning Gospel Show with Randall 
Hamm 8:00am to 12:00pm.

Contributors
SGN SCOOPS



After graduating from Middle Tennessee 
State University with a Mass Communi-
cation degree, Craig Harris has been in 
the journalism field for more than 15 
years, working daily as both a photogra-
pher and writer at one of the largest 
non-daily publications in the state of 
Tennessee. He has experience in feature 
writing, news writing, action photogra-

phy, portrait photography, web-site maintenance and 
layout. Craig has been a part of numerous awards, both 
collective and individual honors in the journalism field. He 
has had articles published in numerous newspapers and 
magazines on a variety of subjects, most notably in the 
world of sports.
     Craig’s Southern Gospel interest dates back for approxi-
mately the same time span, having closely followed the 
industry since the later portion of the 1990s. He also per-
formed for seven years with a local trio prior to joining the 
SGN Scoops staff.

 
David’s distinctive sound and his abil-
ity to blend perfectly with a variety of 
vocalists has made him a valuable com-
modity on live events as well as in the 
studio.   His compassionate and gentle 
spirit makes him more than an artist, it 
makes him a great friend! 
     David began singing at age 6 with 
family.  In 1990, he filled in for the 

Speer Family and later that year he became the lead vocal-
ist for The Trailblazers.  In 2002, Staton filled the lead posi-
tion with Priority.  While with Priority, the group was the 
resident gospel group at the Silver Dollar City theme park 
in Branson, MO and they performed for over one million 
people in one year.   After the group disbanded in 1995, 
David continued to write for artists in many different genres 
of music while occasionally performing solo.  It was during 
this time that his song, “Every Knee Shall Bow”, recorded by 
Dottie Peoples, was nominated for a Grammy Award.  His 
song, “Together We Can” was adopted as the national theme 
song to bring awareness to violence in schools.  The music 
video (Together We Can) that featured many Atlanta based 
artists was shown at the 1999 Grammy Awards show, which 
helped launch the careers of artists like R&B’s Jagged Edge, 
India Arie, and 4.0.  In 2004, David partnered with Mike 
LeFevre to form The LeFevre Quartet.  During the seven 
years that he was the lead vocalist, the group had many 
hit songs and won many awards. After leaving the LeFevre 

Quartet in 2011, Staton began working on a solo project 
and also began singing with Palmetto State Quartet.  The 
group appeared on television and toured with country mu-
sic superstar, Wynonna Judd while Staton was there.   
     Through the years, artists like Gold City, Jeff & Sheri Easter, 
Kingsmen, Singing Americans, Dixie Melody Boys, Imperi-
als, Dottie Peoples, Ball Brothers, LeFevre Quartet, Palmetto 
State Quartet, Priority, Trailblazers, The Greenes, Ivan Parker, 
Brian Free and many more have recorded David’s music. 
From 2005 to 2013, Staton was the Executive Vice President 
for Song Garden Music Group in Nashville, TN.  In recent 
years, the National Quartet Convention has asked David to 
be a part of an industry advisory panel to help artists who 
need assistance and training.  Not only has David made a 
mark as an artist, he is passing on his talent and knowledge 
to new artists, influencing and shaping the future of Gospel 
music.

Kelly Nelon Clark is the daughter of 
Gospel Music icon, the late Rex Nelon. 
As part of her father’s group, The 
Nelons, she blazed a musical trail 
bringing a fresh new sound to the 
traditional Gospel quartet style. That 
sound and style influenced a genera-
tion of Gospel music performers and 
can be heard today in the styling of 

groups like the Martins, Point of Grace, The Crabb Family 
and more.
 As The Nelons broke new ground, the Gospel Music 
industry repeatedly recognized their excellence. The group 
won four GMA Dove awards as well as multiple awards 
from readers of Singing News Magazine. Kelly was named 
female vocalist of the year on four occasions and received 
favorite alto vocalist award 3 times. At one time, Kelly was 
the most awarded artists in the history of the Singing News 
Fan Awards. The music industry at large also recognized The 
Nelons with 3 Grammy nominations.
 Today, Kelly currently performs throughout the 
United States, Canada and Europe with her husband and 
two daughters as The Nelons. The group is featured in 
hundreds of churches and concerts each year.  The Nelons 
have been part of Gaither Homecoming concerts sharing 
their music with thousands of Gospel Music fans in sold-out 
arenas across the country. For more information, visit http://
www.kellynelon.com/.
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Marcie Gray was born and raised 
in sunny California, yet always 
dreamed of moving to Tennessee. 
She had planned to move to the 
south as a young adult and sing 
with a gospel group, after being 
inspired to do so by her Great 
Uncle, Alphus LeFevre. Though it 
took longer than she had expect-
ed, in 2011, her dream of moving 

east finally came true when her husband, Don, retired from 
the CHP. They packed up their two youngest daughters, 
three dogs and two horses and headed east. What a bless-
ing to finally be where the tea is sweet, the Southern Gospel 
music is plentiful and there’s a Cracker Barrel on every 
corner!

Spend ten minutes with Marcie and you’ll learn that she is 
rarely lacking for something to say. Her passion for Southern 
Gospel music, combined with her instinct to be behind the 
camera, makes journalism a very enjoyable outlet for that 
“Type A” personality she has been affectionately labeled 
with by her family and friends.

Marcie is a worship leader, vocalist and songwriter. She has 
directed choirs of all ages and given voice lessons for many 
years. Her solo CD, “Carry Me Home” was released in Sep-
tember of 2014.

Having family in ministry has given Marcie a desire to sup-
port those who are on the road sharing the gospel through 
song. Visit her website at www.graydoveministries.com to 
learn more!

 Lynn Mills is a talented writer who 
has a passion for music, specifical-
ly Gospel music.  Lynn authors the 
site Lynn’s Chronicles where she 
shares her experiences attending 
various concert events and what 
people can expect should they 
want to attend.  Also featured are 
CD & DVD Reviews, Devotionals, 

Photos, Video and News tidbits.  Keep up with Lynn online 
at http://lynnschronicles.com or on facebook @ http://.face-
book.com/lynns.chronicles

 Hi, my name is Dean Adkins and I 
am honored to be a part of the SGN 
Scoops family. Perhaps some back-
ground information would be benefi-
cial. I am sometimes called “Professor” 
because I was a Biology professor at 
Marshall University for 31 years and I 
retired in 2004. I grew up listening to 
gospel music (or as it is now termed 
Southern Gospel Music) and many of 

my relatives (Adkins, Toney, Booth families) are gospel sing-
ers/musicians. I collect records, primarily LPs, and SGM re-
lated items. Over the years I have studied the history of this 
genre. I would like to use these articles to describe events 
and the mind-set of the 1950s and 60s – sometimes called 
the Golden Age of Gospel Music.

Alpha Source Media Group is lead 
by Candi Combs and was born out 
of a strong desire to support the 
ministers who share the gospel on 
the highways and byways of life. 
Combs says, “These artists and their 
families spend their days selflessly 
bringing the life-changing message 
of Jesus to crowds large and 
small. We want to do all we can to 

support them!” In 2015, Candi will have a law degree from 
Liberty University and will provide a full range of legal 
counsel. This component will bring the highest level of 
support to those who also desire legal representation.  

  Bethany Cook is a 26-year-old from 
the great state of North Carolina. In 
her early years, Bethany grew up on 
the road as the daughter of an 
evangelist. In her teen years, the 
family came off the road and made 
their home in Burlington, NC where 
her father is now a pastor. Being an 
avid Southern Gospel fan from an 
early age has enabled Bethany to 

meet many different artists and make many friends along 
the way. With a history of devotional writing for family and 
friends, she looks forward to sharing her writing and allow-
ing her readers to see a little more into the lives of Southern 
Gospel Music artists. Bethany is a Medical Assistant for a 
large Cardiology Practice in North Carolina.
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 Sheri began singing while traveling 
with her abundantly talented 
family, led by her father John 
LaFontaine, a minister for over 48 
years. In 1994 with Grammy nomi-
nated singer Jeff Easter producing, 
she recorded her first solo project, 
Takin’ My Place. 
Shortly thereafter, Sheri received a 
call from the top promoter in south-

ern gospel, Frank Arnold and was asked to join his group, 
The Arnolds on the road. After several years of traveling 
Sheri felt the Lord leading her to focus on her solo career 
and songwriting. In 2004 she signed a songwriting contract 
with one of the industry’s top recording labels, Daywind 
Music. Her songs have been recorded by Kim Hopper, Karen 
Peck, Sue Dodge, Brian Free & Assurance, Misty Freeman, 
Three Bridges, The Whisnants, The Browns and many more.

 Paige Givens is a Christ follower, 
wife, mother of two boys and 
kindergarten teacher to 18 five-year-
olds. She is a writer, reader, singer, 
studier, and teacher of words. Paige 
lives in Hayden, Alabama with her 
husband of 10 years, Chris Givens, 
and their sons Parker and Peyton. 
Paige loves to blog about faith, 

writing, music, and teaching. Her goal is to serve the Lord by 
inspiring others to be who He has called them to be. You 
can listen to her music and read her devotionals at www.
paigegivens.com. 

 Jaquita Lindsey holds the alto 
position for the Southern Gospel 
group 11th Hour. The group was 
originally based out of Monroe, LA 
but recently relocated to Hender-
sonville, TN. She comes from the 
small town of Camden, AR. She is 
also a licensed cosmetologist. In 
her spare time, she enjoys being 
crafty and spending time with 

family and friends. She’s been singing since the age of eight,  
but realizes that it’s much more than just singing. “Anyone 
can show off their talent. I’d rather hear someone that 
shows that they are anointed!” For more information on 
Jaquita, visit 11thhourgospelgroup.com

  Matt Baker resides in Lenoir, NC 
with his wife, Ashley, and chil-
dren, Bella and Bennett. A gospel 
music lover, Matt spent time on 
the road full-time with Promise of 
Murfreesboro, TN, before moving 
into church ministry as the music 
minister at Ambassador Baptist 
Church in Hudson, NC.

 Justin Gilmore, 22, a resident of 
San Diego, California, gradu-
ated from Point Loma Nazarene 
University with a B.A. in History in 
June of 2014. Passionate about 
Southern Gospel music and its 
history, he decided to venture 
into the blog world in Janu-
ary starting Southern Gospel 
Spotlight in order to share his 

love of this great style of music.

 Roger Barkley Jr. is an award-
winning Christian artist and 
musical evangelist. With multiple 
charting songs reaching to the 
top 10, his goals remain the 
same: to win souls for Christ, use 
Gospel Music of any kind to 
reach the world with the Good 
News, seeing lives changed and 
being an encouragement to the 

saints. When asked about his ministry, Roger said, “I can 
remember the first time singing with my dad playing the 
guitar and standing beside my mom when I was four years 
old. I have always loved all types of music.” His vision is to 
lead as many people to Christ through preaching, singing, 
sharing testimony, comedy, drama and technology as 
possible. Having been labeled a Christian Entertainer, he 
believes it is possible to minister in an entertaining way, and 
in over 35 years of ministry has found that he can utilize all 
different types of music to let people know the love of Jesus 
Christ. Currently he is Artist-In-Residence with his wife, 
Dianna, and daughter, Chelsea, at Leestown Gospel Church 
in Frankfort, KY, and Redemption Road Community Church 
in Stamping Ground, KY where he leads worship when not 
spreading the Gospel across America.
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 Brian Fuson is from the great state 
of Michigan, and although he is a 
Northerner, he certainly knows his 
Gospel music. He’s been promoting 
concerts since he was 15-years-old 
and has worked with a diverse 
group of artists. He has been 
blogging about Southern Gospel 
music for the last few years on his 
site called Fuson’s Findings. And 

most recently, Brian has started singing with his wife Crysta 
and her parents, The Sammons Family. All of this informa-
tion and more can be found on his website, brianfusonmu-
sic.com.

Selena Day is from Atlanta GA.  
During her twenties she worked 
in the field of fashion, as both a 
make-up artist and model.
 Selena became a Christian in her 
early 20’s and then quickly met 
her husband, Chuck Day, who 
is a songwriter and recording 
artist.  Selena and Chuck have 

been in the ministry for 26 years raising three daughters 
and homeschooling them while they traveled together as a 
family. During this time God taught her how crucial inter-
generational ministry is for the furthering of God’s kingdom.  
Selena travels the world speaking at conferences with the 
emphasis on empowering a multi-generation of women to 
rise up and become everything that God has called them 
to.  Encouraging the next generation of the church to break 
the walls of limitations in their mind and rise to their full 
potential.  Selena and her husband are life coaches for The 
World Race, which is an extreme missions trip for adults 
21 through 35. They travel every two months somewhere 
around the world to mentor these missionaries.
She and Chuck have been pastoring a home-church for 14 
years where they have experienced God moving in commu-
nity and seeing the body of Christ in action through each 
other.

 

                                              Timmy Williamson is a 24-year-old 
singer and actor from Virginia 
Beach, Virginia. He graduated from 
Liberty University in 2014 with 
degrees in Worship and Theatre. 
Over the past several years, he has 
been given the privilege of singing 
in many churches and events as well 
as performing in professional 
theatre productions. He has been 
enjoyed by audiences at NQC’s 

Artist Showcases, Gospel Explosion at First Baptist Church of 
Dallas, and in the Virginia Beach Gospel Music Festival. 
Timmy currently lives in Lynchburg, Virginia where he is 
pursuing a full time career traveling and singing. He would 
love to come and share his music with your church or 
special event! For more information, please visit his website, 
www.timmywilliamson.com.

 Nathan Kistler was born on the 
road and was singing at the age of 
three years old. He has had the 
opportunity travel with groups like 
Southern Gospel’s beloved trio the 
Nelons, and most recently for 
almost two years with Americas 
Favorite family of gospel music The 
Hoppers. Nathan has had the 
privilege to be in 49 states and 24 
countries singing about the won-

derful story of Jesus Christ our Lord. He has also been a part 
of three crusades on the National Mall in Washington D.C. 
and while there, he had the privilege of singing in the 
Pentagon courtyard twice. Through his father’s ministry in 
Washington, Nathan began his work on the Hill as a ministry 
partner with different Christian organizations like Faith and 
Action and more.  Nathan is a missionary to Washington and 
continues to work there during the week while singing 
Gospel music on the weekends around the country and 
being an artist in residence at the American Mountain 
Theater in Elkins, West Virginia.
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