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Publisher’s
Point

   by Rob Patz

I love summertime and being able to travel to dif-
ferent States and hear from many of you how the 
Gospel music we promote is affecting hearts and 
changing lives. In July I paid a visit to WPIL in Hef-
lin, Alabama, a station that carries SGN Scoops 
Radio with Jonathan Edwards and also Strictly Southern with Vonda Easley.

Vonda and I have become good friends and she graciously allows me to call in every week to talk 
about Creekside Gospel Music Convention and to share updates and events that you read about 
here in our Creekside Update every month. Last month, I sat in on her entire show, which airs 
from 10:00am to 12:00pmEST every Friday and can be heard by live stream at http://wpilfm.

streamon.fm/ . 

Vonda and I had a great time taking calls from listeners that have grown to love her show and 
who have been touched by the music she plays every week. I was privileged to meet those who 
worked at the station and those who just dropped in to say hello. It was great to meet and talk 

with promoter Robert York who travelled from Georgia to chat. So much of what we do is about 
relationships and we need to remember to be real, share our hearts and not be afraid to let others 

know that we care.

Vonda has also invited her listeners to a special doughnut-sharing time during the Creekside 
Gospel Music Convention, which you can read more about further on in this issue. All of her 

listeners are exciting about Creekside and I hope you are too! The countdown is on and we want 
all of the SGN Scoops readers to join us in lovely Pigeon Forge, Tennessee on November 3rd 

through 6th. 

As the summer days grow shorter and the seasons begin to change, remember that Jesus never 
changes and He is the best Friend you could have. Share your heart with Him and He will give 

you a new heart, a new life and abundant joy. And that’s even better than doughnuts.





     

     

     

     

     

     

    

     

     

     

Sweet Waters
“The Lord showed him a tree. When he cast it into 
the waters, the waters were made sweet.” Exodus 
15:24 (NKJV)

The story of Moses and the bitter water of 
Marah found in Exodus has always intrigued me. 
The children of Israel were thirsty. They marched 
through a desert and hadn’t had any fresh water to 
drink for three days. Parched, they came to Marah 
and spotted the waters there, but the waters were 
too bitter to drink. They complained to Moses and 
he cried out to the Lord. God showed Moses a tree 
and instructed him to cast it into the water. When 
Moses obeyed the simple command, the bitter 
waters became sweet and the Israelites were able to 
drink the water and have their thirst quenched.

Many times we face bitter waters in life. 
They are difficult to swallow. We find ourselves 
spewing and sputtering, not wanting to “drink” the 
unpleasant circumstances we find ourselves in. Life 
seems too difficult and we nearly faint from spiri-
tual dehydration. Living on fumes, we stumble to 
the Cross and cry out to the Lord like Moses of old: 
“Help me! Show me what to do.”

The Holy Spirit comes and strengthens 
us. And in that instant, another tree, the Cross of 
Calvary, is placed in life’s harsh waters. Nothing 

less than this anointed “tree” could turn our bitter 
waters into sweet waters.

I don’t know what you are facing, my friend, 
but I do believe in Kingdom connections. God has 
His ways to get an encouraging word to His suffer-
ing servants at just the right time—a tidbit of spiri-
tual nourishment—enabling his children to keep 
pressing on. It is not a coincidence you are reading 
this. The Lord has allowed this simple teaching of 
the power of the Cross to come to you today. As 
you reach out to Him, may Calvary’s sacred tree 
make your bitter waters of life very sweet. “But to 
a hungry soul every bitter thing is sweet.” Proverbs 
27:7 NKJV

Thank you for reading this issue of SGN 
Scoops magazine. We hope you will find its words 
sweet to your ears and your soul as you read about 
the power of the Cross in the lives of those who are 
featured. 

Letter 
From A Scoops’ 

Writer
By Dixie Phillips



www.griffinministries.com


Life
Love
& LEGENDS

by lou wills hildreth 

                       
    Matthew 5:16 “Let Your Light So Shine…”

Howard and I are making plans to attend the Na-
tional Quartet Convention in Pigeon Forge, Tennessee, 
September 21- 27, 2014, and we pray God’s blessing on 
this gathering of gospel music industry and fans.  

From the first NQC in Memphis, Tennessee, in 
1957, until the past year, 2013, in Louisville, Kentucky, 
I have never missed but one. In recalling those 55 con-
ventions, and how they helped shape my LIFE in gospel 
music, I am overwhelmed with praise to our Heavenly 
Father!  

I sang with my brothers and sisters, the Wills 
Family, at the first one and for many years thereafter. 
Forever in our hearts are the friendships we made with 
other artists, and the bonding we made with the fans, 
at this “experience like no other.” In 1963, the Junior 
Wills Family won the first NQC talent contest. Our kids 
had grown up singing on our TV series “Wills Family 
Inspirational Time” and were a huge hit at our concerts, 
but winning the trophy was really exciting!   

In 1968, Howard and I moved from Texas to 
Nashville, and I began hosting a daily television show 
“Nashville Gospel” after establishing a talent agency. 

Serving on the GMA Board was extremely gratifying.  
In 1969, the NQC in Memphis was the ideal 

place for the GMA to produce the first Dove Awards, 
and the event was packed with gospel music industry 
leaders and performers. Bill Gaither was voted “Song-
writer of the Year” and I was thrilled to be the presenter 
of the Dove Award.  

After many memorable years, the National 
Quartet Convention was moved from Memphis to 
Nashville and continued to grow. The NQC relocated 
to Louisville in 1994 and convened there for a fabulous 
20 years. Howard and I had a booth at the NQC and we 
loved sharing time in the Exhibit Hall with the artists 
and industry. Many of those early friends are now con-
sidered LEGENDS, and rightfully so. 

For the past few years, my terrific husband has 
enjoyed hanging out in the food court with buddies 
while I LOVE the joy of taping television interviews. 

We are looking forward to being in Pigeon 
Forge to “show up and shine for Jesus” and we pray 



God’s blessings on our beloved National Quartet Con-
vention!!   www.louhildreth.com  
gosplvideo@aol.com 
P. O. Box 271106  Houston, TX 77277

Photo A. NQC 1969- First Dove Awards, Lou pre-
senting Bill Gaither’s “Songwriter Of the Year” 
Photo B.  NQC 2010-- SGMG “Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award” to Lou and Judy Nelon, here with 
Mark Lowry 
Photo C.  NQC 2010- Lou interviewing the Hoppers-
Kim, Dean, Connie, Claude & Mike

                     

 

country gospel at its purest
www.highroadmusic.com

For booking information
615.568.4866
highroad3@168management.com

sarah.........piano
anna grace........fiddle

kiley........guitar

Find us on

http://www.louhildreth.com/
mailto:gosplvideo@aol.com
www.floydslighthouse.com
www.highroadmusic.com


www.sharronkayking.com


Southern Gospel Television on your computer!

Join Ken and Jean Grady
and their guests for

southern gospel news,
concert updates
and much more 

on the internet at
www.gospelmusictoday.com

Tulsa, OK

http://gospelmusictoday.com


Half of the male quartet Brian Free and Assur-
ance didn’t grow up singing Southern Gospel Music. 
In fact, half of Brian Free and Assurance didn’t even 
grow up singing. However, the “quiet” guys have found 
their voice and now appear to be as extroverted as they 
come.

“I grew up very insecure,” lead singer Bill Shiv-
ers says. “I grew up with an inferiority complex. That’s 
something that God has really reached down and helped 
me with. I never dreamed in a million years that this 
is what my life would be.” Shivers didn’t sing until he 
was 20 years old.

“I guess the transformation for me was when I 
started with Heaven Bound,” Shivers explains. “I had 
never actually stood on stage. I had always played the 
guitar before that, with family groups, local groups. “I 
would have to introduce a song, and I had to let God 
use me and get out of the way. When I completely de-
pended on Him, He showed up in my life. It gave me a 

confidence, on stage and off stage.”
That confidence is evident in Shivers’ person-

able demeanor both on and off stage. “I never had a 
plan in my life,” Shivers notes. “God has opened the 
doors. He has made a work in me. Today, I am very 
much a people person. I love and try to meet as many 
people as I can. In my younger years, I was afraid to 
step up and meet people. That’s a God thing, not a me 
thing. I thank him for that.”

Shivers has been the lead singer since Free 
moved from being a soloist back into a group setting, in 
2000. “Phillip Hughes called me and told me that Brian 
was putting the group back together,” Shivers remem-
bers. “He told me that he had thrown my name in the 
hat. It was close to Convention (the National Quartet 
Convention). Me and Craig (Singletary, who Shiv-
ers sang with in Heaven Bound before he became the 
baritone for Brian Free and Assurance) sought Brian out 
and spoke with him at his booth (at NQC). We said that 

Brian Free and Assurance 

Finding their voice: Stability has led to success for

by Craig Harris



we’re interested in the position and said what’s the next 
step.

“We did a showcase at convention. When we 
walked in our showcase, we were about to walk on 
stage to do our three songs. Craig says, ‘Don’t look 
now, but Brian Free is back at the sound board.’ I said, 
‘Thanks Craig for telling me.’ After the showcase, 
Brian approached Craig and I and said, ‘We need to 
have a conversation.’ We went down (to Atlanta), and 
he had the bass singer at the time there (Bill Lawrence). 
We sang three or four songs around the piano. We went 
on the bus, and he said, ‘The job is yours.’ I said, ‘Done 
deal.’”

Shivers and Free have been inseparable ever 
since. “He understands his responsibilities and what his 
job is, and he does it,” Free says. Free himself broke 
into Southern Gospel Music as the tenor singer for the 
Gold City Quartet before departing the group at the end 
of 1993. “You can’t be on the road 13 ½ years without 
being close. After a couple of years, you start to know 
each other.  There’s a fine line there between being the 
boss and being a friend. There’s ups and downs in any-
thing. It’s his dedication to what he does, my dedication 
to making sure everything works … it’s all of us togeth-
er. Everybody chooses whether they want to be here or 
not. Any kind of music is one of those things where if 
you really love it, you’ll stick with it.”

Shivers adds, “I am a very loyal person. I just 
felt a kinsmanship with Brian. I knew we clicked. I 
knew our sound together meshed really well together. 
Our personalities just clicked. This is my calling, and 
I know it’s definitely his calling. I’m not one of those 
guys where the grass is greener on the other side.”

Forty-four-year-old Shivers admits to having 
learned a lot from Free. “He’s like my mentor,” Shivers 
explains. “He has taught me so much – about singing, 
about life in general. He is a man who is very firm and 
who stands firm on what he believes. He’s very serious 
about his convictions. He’s been a great example for 
me. We’re very tight.”

Fans have understandably adhered to the vet-
eran lead singer. “People love him,” bass singer Jeremy 
Lile says of Shivers. “People come just to see him. 
He’s good with people. In my opinion, his role is just 
to be the best lead singer out there. I think he is the best 
lead singer.” Lile adds, “He could be a tenor with any 
group.”

Shivers admits that it can be difficult singing 
the part below a man who is arguably Southern Gos-
pel’s highest tenor singer. “To sing right under Brian 
night after night is a challenge,” Shivers admits. “Brian 
Free is a freak. I mean that in a positive, great way. He 
pushes me, but it’s a good push. It’s a drive to be better. 
It challenges me. I love a challenge.”

However, it’s not just the relationship between 
the elder statesmen that functions well. The whole 
group seems to click. “We’re brothers,” Lile points 
out. “We’ve never had a falling out. They’re hilarious. 
They’re always making me laugh.”

Free adds, “We have a good time on the road 
together. We enjoy each other’s company. Truly, as 
much as you can enjoy being gone from home 190 days 
a year, we make the best of it, and we are close.”

Bus activity is what many might expect for an 
all-male contingent. “It can be routine at times, but we 
always make a joke that you have to be half-crazy to be 



out here on the road like we are,” Shivers shares. “We 
get along so well on the bus. Thank the Lord, we are 
like a big family on the bus. We just have a great time. 
We play the Wii (video game system). We play Mario 
Cart, but we have times of great discussion and debate.  
We complement each other very well. That’s what 
keeps it fresh. We’re friends. We’re family.”

Rogers has been with the group for slightly 
more than a year at this point. “They’re great guys,” 

Rogers says. “We’re pretty much cut from the same 
mold. It’s comfortable. It’s been good. I just jumped in 
there and went with it. Everything is smooth.  It’s been 
different singing a different part. The baritone part was 
different, but I love it.” 

Rogers walked in after Derrick Selph had spent 
nine-and-a-half years with the group, which came in 
two different stints. “He’s fitting in good,” Free notes. 
“He’s young, green, but he’s learning. He’s got an 
amazing voice. He’s good with the people. He has a 
good attitude. He’s a hard worker. It’s been a very good 
relationship.”

In some ways, (baritone singer) Mike Rogers 
can relate to what Shivers has experienced. “I didn’t 
start singing until I was 20,” Rogers points out. “I did 
some musical theatre stuff. I didn’t know Gospel Music 
existed until I heard a couple of voices. I heard Jason 
Crabb. When you hear Jason, you can’t help but to ease 
into a little Michael English. That’s right up my alley. I 
researched a little bit. If you listen to Michael English, 
you get into the Gaither Vocal Band. Then, you run into 
Wes Hampton, David Phelps and Mark Lowry. You run 
into Marshall Hall, who is a beast.”

Rogers eventually ran into the Southern Gos-
pel industry himself, starting his career with the Dixie 
Melody Boys. “Brian Free is pretty progressive for our 
genre,” Rogers notes. “I was like, ‘hey, that’s pretty 

good music.’ I saw where the Dixie Melody Boys were 
looking for a lead singer and I thought I’d love to get 
into that. Then, this job came open.”

Rogers admits that he’s still learning about the 
genre. “Not even an ounce of me is Southern Gospel,” 
Rogers points out. “I had never listened to it. This fits 
me better stylistically. I am into more contemporary 
stuff, progressive. I listen to a ton of black gospel, like 
Smokie Norful. I dial it back to fit our genre. It’s been 
great. There’s no better quality than Southern Gospel 
music. To be blessed enough to have an opportunity to 
do it at 25 years old … people go their whole life and 
would give their right arm to be blessed enough to do 
what I am doing.”

Like Rogers, Shivers prefers a more progressive 
brand of music. “This is a little more my style,” Shivers 
says. “I’m definitely not traditional. I can sing that, but 
I love the soulful sound … and I love the more country 
stuff.”

The group’s sound is not something that the 
group made a concerted effort to move toward. “It’s my 
preference,” Free notes. “I like music that’s challeng-
ing. The simple stuff is not as challenging to me. Each 
album, I want it to be more challenging. That helps me. 
More than setting out for a style, it just happens. It’s not 
like we set out and say, ‘Let’s make this choice progres-
sively.’ I choose songs lyrically, but you have to stay 
within certain parameters obviously.”

The style progression was initially a concern 
for Lile. “When I first joined, the stylistic part of it was 
going edgy,” Lile shares. “I’ve always been a fan of the 
old Statesmen stuff. I’ve always loved singing the old 
stuff. Through it all, I was afraid they were not going 
to utilize the bass singer as much, but they’ve always 
made it so that I was still doing my thing.”

The group’s current project is entitled Un-
ashamed, which released in April. “It falls in the pattern 
of the last five or six albums,” Free explains. “I think 
our society today within the church needs a shock. They 
need a wake-up call. We need to remember the times 
we live in and remember how important it is that we do 
what we’re supposed to do. There are so many things 
that are trying to dilute our stand as a Christian and 
the word of God. There’s no compromise.  Sometimes, 
we’re more interested in presenting a meek message. 
We want to do it with love, as Christ did. There’s also 
a line that you kind of cross when you compromise. If 
you dilute it in any way, you’re not taking on the mes-
sage of the Lord.  These songs are a wake-up … know 
where we stand, what we stand for and don’t back up an 
inch.” 



Unashamed is the sixth project that Ricky Free 
– Brian’s son and the group’s former drummer – has 
produced for the group. “I like to sit back and watch 
him and let him go,” Brian says. “His creativity and the 
direction he takes and the ideas he comes up with are 
much better than any of mine. I may insert something 
here and there from time to time, but I kind of get out of 
the way.  He knows how I think. I know how he thinks. 
There’s been a real release and peace in just handing 
him the reigns and letting him go.”

The first radio single from the project, “Say 
Amen,” has rocketed up the charts. In fact, the group 
filmed its second concept video for “Say Amen,” after 
having previously comprised one for “I Want To Be 
That Man.”

“I Want To Be That Man” was the first short-
form music video to win the video of the year award 
at the National Quartet Convention Music Awards. 
“We did it on the Pedestrian Bridge in Nashville,” Free 
remembers. “We did it in February or March. We were 
frozen, but it was a lot of fun.”

“Say Amen” was filmed in the Gallatin and 

Hendersonville areas, just minutes north of Nashville, 
Tennessee, in June. It was completed and released in 
late July.

“This was my first album ever,” Rogers said. 
“It’s fun to be doing this with people who have been 
doing this for so long who are the best. I love being 
with a group where I just have to walk on stage and do 
my part. Everybody pulls their weight, off stage, on 

stage, vocally.”
While Rogers is the newest addition, the other 

three have been together for more than seven years. 
They all view that stability as instrumental to the 
group’s success. “I personally think it’s very impor-
tant,” Free emphasizes. “It’s important to me and the 
other members of the group. The less turnover, the bet-
ter. The better attitudes, the better. People like consis-
tency and continuity. It means a lot.”

Lile believes that Free is the key to that stability. 
“I think it has a lot to do with Brian,” Lile says. “He’s 
been out here so long. He knows what he’s doing. He’s 
good to us. He’s always consistent on everything. We 



don’t have to worry if we’re going to get a paycheck. 
It really goes back to Brian being consistent and be-
ing a good person.  He genuinely cares for us. Once I 
had been here a few years and I saw how things were 
… I got married once I had been here and had a child. 
Brian loves my wife and my child. I know we’re always 
going to be taken care of. It is hard to see myself in an-
other group. I know I’m going to be taken care of here 
in every way. ” 

Witnessing the stability that trio has developed 
has prompted Rogers think about his long-term future 
with the group. “I do feel like I could be (in it for the 
long term),” Rogers explains. “I’m a really big dreamer. 
I’m always looking to grow, to get better, to do better. 
I definitely see this being my career, music in general. 
It’s been very good. It’s been a very good step in the 
right direction for me. I’m just soaking it up. It’s been 
good, and I’m learning from the best. Brian knows this 
inside and out. If I plan to make this my career, the best 
thing I can do is just sponge it all up.”

Shivers admits to being humbled at the number 

of notable settings that the group has been fortunate to 
sing, including three consecutive years that the group 
performed at the Dove Awards. Brian Free and Assur-
ance won a Dove Award for the song “Long As I Got 
King Jesus.”

“The first song I sang with Brian Free, ‘For 
God So Loved,’ the first time we sang that together, I 
was like, ‘Wow,’” Shivers says. “Singing on the Dove 
Awards was a huge opportunity, singing on Gaither vid-
eos, singing on the Grand Ole Opry stage... We didn’t 
go out there and sing country music. We sang Gospel 
Music.  It’s very humbling. I never dreamed in a million 
years this is what I would be doing. God is an amazing 
God. Every door that He’s opened for me has been just 
that much more grand. I couldn’t praise Him enough. I 
don’t deserve it. For some reason, I have favor in God’s 
eyes. I thank Him every day for it. The lives and the 
people we touch is what it’s all about. It’s not about me. 
It’s all about Christ. I can’t praise Him enough for al-
lowing me and trusting me enough to do it.”

Rogers added, “Sometimes, I have to take a step 
back. You get used to it. You take a step back and look 
at the platform you have, and never in a million years 
would I have imagined singing Gospel music even four 
years ago. Sometimes, God does that. He put the de-
sire in my heart and made it happen in about two years 
time.”

The 25-year-old Rogers admits that it can be 
tough at times, especially having five-year-old daughter 
Coraline and two-month-old daughter Everlee at home. 
“When you have a week-old baby girl who just made 
it home and you have to leave home, that’s difficult,” 
Rogers explains. “If it wasn’t for having family at 
home, you would be on cloud nine. You have to make 
it work the four days a week when you are not at home. 
Our families are just as big a part of this as we are.”

The 34-year-old Lile echoed those sentiments. 
“My wife (Nikki), when we were dating, she knew 
what she was getting into,” Lile says. “We got mar-
ried and it was hard leaving her. I have a three-year-old 
son. His name is Logan. It’s 100 times harder leaving 
(now). He’ll hang on to my leg and cry and say, ‘take 
Lo with you.’  I’m home Monday through Wednesday. 
I can spend from seven in the morning until he goes to 
sleep. I can spend more time with him now than if I had 
a nine-to-five job.”

The motivation for Lile is the life-changing 
message in the music the group conveys. “It’s seeing 
people saved,” Lile points out. “We’ve been seeing a 
lot of people saved. We did a trip to Texas. We were out 
three days and saw 20 people saved. That’s really what 



is keeping me out here.”
Shivers adds, “It’s really tough. With a family, 

I’ve been married 16 years (to his wife Michelle). I 
have a 14-year-old daughter (Brittany). I have a nine-
year-old daughter (Sarah). She just got saved (in June). 
I have a three-and-half-month-old little boy (William 
Brent Shivers III). God gives me peace in knowing 
that He has everything under control, that His hand is 
upon my life and that this is my calling … not only my 
calling, but also my family’s calling as well. If that had 
not been the case, I would never have been out here all 
that time. My wife is my biggest fan. She is my biggest 
supporter.”

Both of Brian’s sons – Ricky and Bryce – are 
adults, forcing him to leave only his wife Pam each 
week. “It’s 33 years full time (singing),” the 51-year-
old Free notes. “(The reasons for traveling to minister) 
it’s a lot of things. It’s the challenge of the music, the 
vocals. It’s presenting them on-stage, watching the 
response. It’s seeing how the songs change lives. Even 
more important than that is when people are saved, 
when the Holy Spirit uses them.  As far as the travel, I 
hate it. That’s just part of it.”

As for the future, Free’s hope is simple. “I just 
would love to see God use us in a greater capacity in 
the church,” Free says. “I’d like our music to be put in 
front of a lot more people.”

For more information on Brian Free and Assurance, 
please visit http://www.brianfreeandassurance.com/

http://www.brianfreeandassurance.com/
www.allsoutherngospel.net


One of Gospel Bluegrass greatest fans, Alan Butler, calls 
Carrollton, Georgia home and plays music on Rejoice 89.1 
We placed Alan under the DJ Spotlight and here is what he 
had to share with us:

Vonda: What was your first job in Southern Gospel Music 
and what is your job now?

Alan: My first job was with WKNG AM on Sunday airing 
Southern Gospel Music. Currently, I air the Pickin’ and Grin-
nin’ Bluegrass Gospel Time. Two hours of Bluegrass Gospel 
Music on Rejoice 89.1 every weekday evening from 6:00pm 
to 8:00pm ET.

Vonda: What is your favorite memory during a show?

Alan: A man I never met, that was a member of a dear 
friend’s family, had passed away earlier in the week. The 
day of this man’s funeral, the Lord impressed me to do a 
tribute to this gentleman. It was nothing but a few words of 
scripture and a song. This turned into a full-blown church 
service; just me and the Lord, and a microphone. During the 
crying fit from feeling the Holy Ghost, a phone call came 
in. I didn’t know this, but the family of this man was sit-
ting on the front porch of the house he lived in listening to 
this. Every member of the family wanted to speak to me and 
express their appreciation. It was one of the most humbling 
experiences of my life. I said more times than I can count: ‘I 
am not the one to appreciate. God gets all of the praise. He is 
the one who did it. Not me’. Just an unbelievable feeling of 
love from many people I have never even met.

Vonda: Who is your all- time favorite Bluegrass Group? 

Alan: That’s a tough one. I can’t just pick one. I have met 
Ricky Skaggs and Kentucky Thunder, Dailey and Vincent, 
and Ralph Stanley and the Clinch Mountain Boys. Of all 
three of these favorites, they all share one thing in common: 
a love for God. They know where their talent came from and 
they have a deep appreciation for their gifts. There are so 
many I have never met but are my favorites as well. Doyle 

Lawson and Quicksilver is another one right there at the top. 
Now, I do have a favorite new group that has hit the fore-
front of the genre, Eagle’s Wings. They are another group 
with a sincere ministry and love for God. I love the old 
fashioned subjects in their writing. Mr. Watson’s Store, Road 
Back Home and In The Shadow of his Wings, are all highly 
requested songs on the program.

Vonda: If you were not a Radio DJ, what would you most 
likely be doing?

Alan: I would be preaching or evangelizing. This DJ gig is 
my ministry. It has been since the first day on WKNG, and 
will continue to be treated as that until the Lord moves me. 
He made me a middleman for other preachers and artists to 
get their messages and songs to the listeners. 

Vonda: What are your goals for the coming year?

Alan: To make the Bluegrass Gospel program the very best it 
can be. That can only be accomplished with prayer and seek-
ing the Lord. Whatever task the Lord sends my way, I will 
do it. I am just the vessel for Him to reach the listeners.

Thanks for taking time to chat with us this month Alan! Be 
sure to listen to Alan Butler’s program, Pickin’ and Grinnin’ 
Bluegrass Gospel Time on Rejoice 89.1. If you are not within 
range of this station, you can listen to Alan online at http://
www.rejoice891.com/pages/4898551.php?

DJ SPOTLIGHT
with Vonda Easley

http://www.rejoice891.com/pages/4898551.php
http://www.rejoice891.com/pages/4898551.php


The Return of   

By Sandi Duncan Clark

This is a story of “coming apart before one falls 
apart,” literally, and about how God has worked in every 
aspect of it all. It is a story of faithfulness to God and un-
derstanding the need to follow Him and obey His direc-
tion. It’s a story of courage and knowledge to know when 
to quit, and yet not give up. It’s a story of a family totally 
committed to doing God’s will and a beautiful story of a 
new beginning. 

The beginning of this century introduced the 
Southern Gospel audience to the rich family harmony 
and exciting stage presence of the Hoskins Family. 
The family’s first Top Forty song was written by An-
gie Hoskins Aldridge and titled “Mission Of Love.” It 
came from a 1998 album by the same title. Their second 
album, Hope, in 2000, generated their first top five hit, 
“Joyful Morning,” which came in at number three, and as 
they say, the rest is history! 

The Hoskins have always been a church-going 
family. When the church doors opened they were there. 
They sang in the choir, they taught Sunday School, they 
played the instruments and whatever else was necessary 
for services to be complete. They were the “Preacher’s 
Kids and Grandkids.” 

Rick and Reva Hoskins have known no other 
way of life, but to serve God and sing. They have sung 
all their lives and naturally their daughter Angie inherited 
their talent. The three sang in the church where Reva’s 
parents pastored, until God opened their ministry to a 
wider audience by allowing their songs to be played on 
Gospel radio.

Following their introduction to mainstream 
Southern Gospel audiences through radio, they were im-
mediately added to the larger venues in Southern Gospel. 
Churches of every size and denomination clamored for 
dates to have them in service.  

After eight years on the road, in 2006 the Hoskins 
Family stopped touring and took a break from their 
music ministry. We recently caught up with Angie and 
talked about what the Lord has been doing with and for 
the group. 

“We realized when we made the decision to come 
off the road that people would have questions and want 
to know what was going on,” Angie told us. “That’s only 
natural, and yet you would not believe some of the ru-
mors that got started. The truth is, we were under a lot of 



stress with sickness in the family. My grandfather, Rev. 
Charles Deaton was very ill with pulmonary fibrosis, and 
my mom was helping care for him and my grandmother. 
Before we left the road, Mom had already been off the 
road for six months and we just needed to help out and 
be there for them. We have always been a very close knit 
family and my grandparents were like a second set of 
parents to me.”

“When Grandpa died it really hit us hard, and 
then my grandma’s health began to fade more. We all 
were worn down and needed to be refreshed, so we made 
the only right decision for us at that time,” she finished. 

During the years the Hoskins were off the road, 
Angie shared that she couldn’t listen to Southern Gospel. 
“I listened to some praise and worship, but didn’t go to 
a Gospel concert or listen to any Southern Gospel,” she 
confessed. “I couldn’t. While I knew in my heart that I 
was where God wanted and needed me to be, I still felt 
that drawing deep inside and I knew that one day I would 
be involved in the music again.”

As time passed, healing and refreshing began 
happening for the family. They learned to cope with the 
passing of their loved ones and to absorb the knowledge 
of meeting them again. They became involved in the 
ministry of their church once again, teaching, singing and 
playing instruments. 

At the same time, Angie and her husband, Mi-
chael, learned that their daughter, Abby has heart disease. 
It was about three years ago, following tests done during 

gallbladder surgery, that the doctors found a small hole in 
Abby’s aorta. The family trusted God for a special touch 
on Abby’s life, and being together during that time made 
it easier to work through.

 “We had no idea Abby had a heart problem and 
but as we’ve watched her grow in God and in her spiri-
tual and personal life, we realized this is just another 
thing that God has done for us,” Angie testified in total 

confidence of God’s grace for Abby’s healing.

For almost six years the only music we heard 
from the Hoskins family came from stations playing their 
older music, which happened often since their songs 
were so encouraging and inspiring. Then about a year 
ago, we began hearing something new from them on 
Gospel radio. 

Angie disclosed that about this time she attended 
a Gaither Homecoming concert and the love and desire to 
perform began to resurface. “I felt that tug… I wanted to 
be back in the music again.”

“It was also about this time that Pauline Patterson 
called. She asked what we were doing, and said that ra-
dio personnel and fans were asking where we were. She 
suggested that we send out a song to see what would hap-
pen” Angie divulged. “When I told Mom and Dad they 
were thrilled. God had been speaking to them too. We 
sent out one song and it charted, so we sent out another 
and it charted too.”

Angie said that “testing the waters” with these 
two songs, confirmed to her family that they should again 



be involved in the music ministry. Not long afterward, 
the family began singing a few dates a month. 

Just to reinforce this new awakening, a call from 
Daywind’s Norman Holland opened the door for a new 

recording early this year. “Norman suggested that we pull 
some of our original charting songs and three new songs 
for a new album, which we released earlier this year,” 
Angie explained. “It’s been a whirlwind since then, and 
we are more assured than ever that we are exactly where 
we need to be.” 

Getting back on the road again seems natural to 
the entire family. Having Abby Aldridge join the group 
feels just as natural. Now, with three generations on 
stage, it makes this time even more precious, according 
to Angie. “I’ve talked about this before since coming 
back but the family has a new awareness, a new anoint-
ing and a feeling of refreshing.” 

On the new recording, Abby is featured on “God 
Is Big,” a song written by Annie McRae. She is joined on 
this song by Angie and Joyce Martin Sanders. The song 
debuted at number 22 on the Singing News National 
charts, which is the highest any Hoskins song has ever 
hit the charts. Next month, “God Is Big” will come in at 
number nine! As Abby has honored God with her young 
talent, the strength in her vocals displays God’s real-
ity in her life. It surely seems that God is smiling on the 
Hoskins Family as they continue to honor Him!

The line-up now is all family: Rick, Reva, Angie 

and Abby. “As we began this new venture, we had our 
pastor with us, but as time has progressed, our dates have 
increased and our schedule doesn’t coincide with his 
ministry schedule at our church,” Angie said. “We still 
try to be there as often as possible; all of us love the work 
there, but God is opening more opportunities to see souls 
come to know Him through our music. We also have a 
young man, Logan Clawson, traveling with us helping 
with our sound equipment.”

In speaking with the Hoskins Family, each 
one shared their salvation story. As before stated, Rick 
Hoskins’ father was a minister. “My dad got saved when 
I was 12, so I was raised up in the house of the Lord. Dad 
started singing in church and formed a bluegrass Gos-
pel group called The Country Gospel Aires. I got saved 
when I was 16 and shortly after that Dad asked if I would 
like to join his group. At this point I became hooked on 
Gospel music. God has blessed me through the years and 
I am so thankful to be a child of the King!”

Reva shared, “I was saved at a very young age. I 
don’t have a dramatic testimony; I can’t say I was saved 
from alcoholism or anything like that, but when God 
saved me, He really saved me. I feel very blessed to say I 
have never been out in sin, since I was always in church 
with my Dad and Mom.”

“I have always been a Christ follower and a born 
again Christian since the age of 12,” Angie affirmed. 
“Being born into a church-going family and a pastor’s 
granddaughter, it’s just part of your life; but I remember 
the Sunday afternoon sitting at a baptizing when God 
tugged at my heart and I ran to the altar and followed up 
by letting my grandfather baptize me. I remember this 



like it was yesterday.” She finished, “I can’t imagine my 
life without God. I could not make it a day without Him.”

Abby told us, “As a young girl, God has shown 
Himself to be very real to me. I’ve always been a “church 
girl,” but I really surrendered myself at age 14. I was 
diagnosed around that time with heart disease and I’ve 
learned to trust Him with my whole life.”

Traveling as a family has its fun times and unique 
times, as most of us can attest from experiences we have 
on family vacations. Being able to laugh during tough 
times can help when you’re traveling. 

When asked for something about each member 
that was funny or something that no one else knew, An-
gie quickly jumped on this, beginning with, “My Mom 
and I have a history of falling. A while back my Mom 
went to the nail salon to have her nails done, and started 
to sit down. Well, she missed the chair and grabbed at the 
manicurist table. She went down, the chair crashed and 
when the table landed, artificial nails went everywhere! 
We all laughed with her, not necessarily at her.”

Angie laughed as she said, “We are a laughing 
family, and sometimes we laugh at the most inopportune 
or unusual times or things. My Dad is our driver and he 
won’t let anyone else drive. Of course that could be be-
cause the only other members of the group are his wife, 
his daughter and his granddaughter, except for Logan, 
our sound guy. Anyway we pulled up to a venue. Dad got 

out and started unloading. No one had shown up to let us 
in, so, like normal, Dad went around and checked all the 
doors. He found one open so they carried everything in 
and started setting up. A little while later Mom received 
a phone call asking why we weren’t at the church. Well, 
Mom said ‘We are…What do you mean?’”

Angie continued, “Long story short, we were at 
the wrong venue! So they tore down and carried every-
thing out. Then we headed on to our real date!”

Angie unashamedly, shared her own “unknown” 
paragraph. “Well, I’m not a crafty person; no Martha 
Stewart or Paula Deen. I’m so bad actually, that when 
I was a senior in high school, we had to make a shirt in 
Home Economics for the end of the year project. I did a 
sweatshirt, and when I got finished, it had three sleeves!” 

Something that no one knows about Abby as well 
as Logan, since he has only been with the group for a 
short time, is that they attend the same school and have 
known each other all through school. “They are good 
friends, and they will graduate from high school this 
year,” Angie disclosed.

Angie also shares that she and Michael have an 
eleven-year-old son, Chad, who will be traveling with the 
group next year. “Chad will be taking part in a state oper-
ated virtual school and will be on the road with us next 
year. Chad is our ‘Football Star,’” Angie bragged. “His 
football team has had back to back League Champion-
ships for the past five years. Chad fills the center position 
for his team, and Michael and I are so proud of him.” Mi-
chael, who is part owner in his family’s business, is also 
the offensive line coach for Chad’s little league team. 

As the Hoskins Family continues the rich spiri-
tual and musical heritage of their families, fans all across 
the country are happy to have this family back on the 



road sharing their music. This is just another chapter in 
the story of that legacy; and the story of “coming apart 
and coming back together,” to further the Kingdom of 
God.

For more information on the Hoskins Family, 
visit http://www.hoskinsworld.com/ 

www.jrministries.com
http://www.hoskinsworld.com/


    “Our concerts are not like anyone else’s,” said 
Ray Flynn, President of Abraham Productions. “Nor-
mally, people don’t have preaching in the middle of 
their concerts or people jumping up and down during 
the singing. We do things differently and we try to fol-
low God in everything we do.” 

This summer, Abraham Productions’ Gatlinburg 
Gathering event was hosted on the week of July the 4th 
and offered the best music in town. During the day, fans 
could stroll down the streets of Gatlinburg and hear lo-
cal bands pick to “Rocky Top,” dine at fine restaurants 
and be swept away with the festivities of the Fourth, 
but only at the Gatlinburg Convention Center could you 
enjoy the finest in Gospel Music.  

Gatlinburg is a quaint town; all the main at-
tractions line Highway 441. With everything so close 
together it is no surprise to find that anyone walking 

along the sidewalk outside the Convention Center 
would hear the music from inside. It is with that thought 
in mind that the event’s emcee, Greg Cook, took the 
stage as Brian Free and Assurance (BFA) were closing 
their set on Saturday night and said, “There’s a quarter 
of a million people in Gatlinburg right now…they need 
to hear some more of this good stuff!”  

BFA was ushered into an encore of “Long As I 
Got King Jesus” and just when one thought they were 
finished, Ivan Parker joined them on stage and they 
launched into another. By that time, the energy in the 
building was at “roof lifting” capacity and lead singer 
Bill Shivers asked the crowd, “Are you glad to be prais-
ing Him in this place?”  Behind the group, not only was 
the live band bopping to the music, but also the Wilm-
ington Celebration Choir, decked out in red, white and 
blue, were swaying from side to side.  At that point, one 
could easily have thought that the fireworks were inside 

By Lynn Mills

Event Planner
Gatlinburg Gathering



the building instead of outside!  

The first night, Ray Flynn reminded us that 
if we gave praise to the Lord, He would fill the room 

with His presence. The Spirit was certainly felt in the 
scene above and every time we gathered at the Conven-
tion Center, whether it was for a morning, afternoon 
or evening concert.  We also can agree that every time 
the children of God come together, there is bound to be 
laughter and good-natured jokes. There couldn’t have 
been a better setting for this than a morning perfor-
mance with all the artists on stage.  

On Friday, that exact thing transpired. All the 
artists gathered in the concert hall for a hymn sing. If 
you’ve heard about the “Gospel Music Hymn Sing” 
in Morristown, Tennessee that was filmed at Gerald 
Wolfe’s home church, this concert took place only a few 
days prior to that.  It’s a shame no one filmed this one!  

Gerald Wolfe conducted the hymn sing and no 
one can interact with the audience and keep things roll-
ing on stage better than he. At one point in the program, 
they were getting ready to sing “Power in the Blood” 
and Gerald wanted Rodney Griffin, Nick Trammell 
and Aaron Hise to each sing a verse. When Rodney 
heard his name he asked, “In English?” Gerald casually 
replied, “No, in Portuguese.” Then Gerald went on to 
explain that Nick was going to sing the third verse and 
Aaron the fourth. After Gerald gave instructions to the 
rest of the choir and the pianist, Rodney stood up and 

said, “The back row has a question!” Gerald nodded to 
go on and Rodney asked, “Does Nick’s verse follow 
mine or is there a chorus in between and do you want us 
to sing in English or Portuguese?” Again, Gerald casu-
ally remarked, “No, I want Nick’s in French…”        

After a stirring rendition of “Amazing Grace” 
by Karen Peck, a podium was set center stage to allow 
Mark Trammell to speak a word before the morning 
closed. He turned to 2 Timothy 1:7 and read, “For God 
has not given us the spirit of fear, but of power, and of 
love and of a sound mind.” Here’s what he had to say… 

“We as the children of God need to be reminded 
now more than ever, of the power, the value in this 
passage of Scripture. The Greek word for fear is De-
ilia; it means timidity, cowardice, reluctance. If we call 
ourselves the children of God and are living in that 
element we are living beneath the privilege we have as 
born again believers. Let me ask you this today, what 
are you afraid of? Here is what God wants us to live in: 
power.  What is power? Power in the Greek is Dunamis, 
it literally means the inherent ability residing in us by 
the virtue of being filled with the Holy Spirit. Well, what 
does that mean? 

Here’s what it means: one morning there was a 
stone that moved. When that stone was rolled away, the 
inexhaustible resource of the Holy God who created all 
the open sea…that Power moved the stone. Far greater 
than the stone moving, the One who was dead on the 
inside, woke up! That is power…  

It goes beyond anything we can comprehend. He 
that was dead is alive. That’s what God has allowed us 
to operate in. That’s what God wants for us, not fear. 
Not Deilia, but Dunamis.  Whatever you’re afraid of 
today, you don’t have to be because the One who told 



the waves, ‘Peace be still’, is still in charge.” 

Later on in the evening concert, Ray made an 
important announcement about the Gatlinburg Gather-
ing for 2015.  Next year, this event will move from July 
4th to the third week of August, the 19th-22nd.  The 
Gatlinburg Gathering has been going for twelve years – 
ten years on Labor Day weekend and two years on July 
4th.  

Ray went on to explain the reason for the date 
change, “We have created a hardship on our fans that 
enjoy this music and what we do as Abraham Produc-
tions, and we realize we don’t have to be on a certain 
date to do what we do.”  So why move to August?  “It 
gets us off a holiday weekend,” Ray went on, “where 
the hotel rates are the highest they’ll be all year.”  

He said that the city of Gatlinburg recom-
mended August since that is 
the month the hotel rates will 
be the lowest all year. Another 
reason is traffic. Gatlinburg 
is not convenient for driving 
in and out or even about the 
town during holidays. Also, 
the town will be less crowded 
in August and Abraham Pro-
ductions believes that people 
will be able to enjoy more of 
their stay.

“I don’t know 1% of 
you by name,” says Ray in 
closing, “but I know your 
face, and I see the love of 
Jesus inside of you and there 
are a lot of you who are 
struggling financially. It’s an 

investment for you to come here and be a part of this 
event. Those of you on a fixed income, this will work 
better for you. I love being with you all, God does 
something special at these events. I pray you like what 
we do because I understand we’re not the norm, but 
we do try and follow God.  In 2015, we hope that what 
we’re doing is going to help give you the vacation you 
need with the music you love. We love you.”  

In addition, Abraham Productions will be of-
fering the FAST PASS at the Gatlinburg Gathering in 
2015.  This allows a better way for you to keep your 
seats from year to year and not have to stand in line and 
wait to fill out an order form!  Make plans to be with 
us at Gatlinburg August 19-22, 2015 by visiting Abra-
ham’s website - http://www.abrahamproductions.net/ !   

      

       

   

    

                 

http://www.abrahamproductions.net/
www.drewzeringuemusicministry.com


I’ve never quite thought of it this way but 
we are all CEO of something. Our lives! Think 
of your life and your relationships as a board-
room and you are in charge. Your team mem-
bers affect the quality of your life. We know 
that God is in control but He has given you the 
task to run it. 

You have all the power to make all the 
decisions and to choose what great decision is 
next. There are some who are in your life to 
help you and some who can compete with you, 
steal your joy and take over your life to where it 
may feel like you are bankrupt. But…you hold 
the bottom line. 

You must guide your life with God so 
you don’t miss the chance to reap all the won-
derful benefits God has for you!  

You have to take control of your life and 
lead and guide it for without that your team 
around you will flounder and fail without direc-
tion. 

You are the leader of your life, so choose 
today how you will interact with others and set 
the example for family, friends and others that 
you come in contact with. God wants the best 
for our lives!

“He that walketh with wise men shall be 
wise: but a companion of fools shall be de-
stroyed” Proverbs 13:20 (KJV)  

Photo Courtesy of  emdot

You are a        
By Kelly Nelon Clark
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By Marcie Gray
A Steadfast Message Leaves a Legacy Of Hope
The Chuckwagon Gang

We celebrate such a rich musical heritage and the 
legacy lives on through those working hard to keep it alive. 
I can just picture heaven lined with Cracker Barrel rock-
ing chairs filled with the legendary folks who gave us these 
memories, sipping sweet tea and telling stories.  It’s up to 
this generation to carry on that sweet Southern musical 
legacy, and to leave our children with unforgettable stories to 
tell of the music that moved their hearts and the groups that 
brought it to them.

The Chuck Wagon Gang is one of the legendary 
groups still carrying on and making more memories.  With 
78 years of ministry behind them, they are honored to be a 
part of keeping the rich heritage alive.

The Chuck Wagon Gang was formed in 1935 by D.P. 
Carter and son, Jim (Ernest), along with daughters, Rose 
(Lola) and Anna (Effie). The Carters were cotton farmers, 
who migrated from place to place to harvest, so they were 
no strangers to travel.  They found themselves in Lubbock, 
Texas with a very sick child and no means to pay for medi-
cine. Dave Carter and two of his children, Lola and Ernest 
went to KFYO radio station seeking employment on radio, 
hoping to buy medicine for Effie. They were hired, Effie 
recovered quickly and joined them and the Carter Quartet 
radio career was born.   

After receiving overwhelming radio response, Mr. 
Carter decided to move the family to Fort Worth, Texas, 
where they were hired by WBAP and instantly became Bew-
ley’s Chuck Wagon Gang. Bewley Mills flour company sent 
the group on location advertising flour. Hot biscuits were 
served at each venue. For simplicity’s sake, their individual 
names were changed, as well, to D.P. (Dad), Anna (Effie), 
Rose (Lola) and Jim (Ernest). Their repertoire consisted 
of ballads, folk, western, popular songs of the day and one 
hymn or gospel song each day. After recording a combina-
tion of gospel and country music, the decision was made to 
record only gospel music, because of the popularity of the 
gospel songs. Before long, The Chuck Wagon Gang was 
under contract with Columbia Records, fostering a thirty 
nine-year relationship during which they recorded 408 
known masters.

During their 15 years doing radio programs, The 
Chuck Wagon Gang was reluctant to travel far from home.  
They eventually accepted two dates, in Atlanta and Au-
gusta, with the late promoter Wally Fowler, for his “All-Nite 
Singings.” Eventually, they would travel to Carnegie Hall, 
the Hollywood Bowl, The Grand Ole Opry and many other 
notable locations.

Howard Gordon, Anna’s husband, joined The Gang 



playing acoustic guitar from 1930’s until 1954, then electric 
guitar until his death in 1967. Most of the groups like the 
LeFevres, Blackwoods and Statesmen used pianos, but The 
Gang kept the guitar. Harold Timmons played piano for The 
Gang in the 1980’s through early 90’s, for nine or 10 years. 
He was the first and last piano player and though he no 
longer travels with them, he is their Historian and Marketing 
Director.

With eight decades behind them, 49 members leav-
ing a legacy and over 40 million records sold, The Chuck 
Wagon gang has certainly seen the changes in technology 
and the times, but the original style and sound and, most 
importantly, the message of their music remains unchanged.

The current Chuck Wagon Gang members are: 
Shaye Smith, granddaughter of the Gang’s original alto, 
Anna Carter Gordon Davis, who was married to Howard 
Gordon, the group’s guitarist for many years. Shaye sings 
alto and is the group’s owner/manager.  She originally joined 
the group in 1993 as the soprano and sang until the Wagon 
was parked in 1996. In 1999, she helped get the group back 
on the road. Julie Hudson sings soprano for the Gang. Stan 
Hill sings tenor. Singing bass and playing guitar is Jeremy 
Stephens. 

The Chuck Wagon Gang sings approximately 200 
dates per year. They have recorded over 900 songs. When 
I asked Shaye if she knew most of them, she chuckled and 
replied, “Oh, no! We’ve got songbooks that have most of 
the songs in them. At our concerts, we take requests and 
even if we kind of know the song, we try it. Sometimes it’s 
a train wreck. I think the crowd loves it when we mess up. 
We probably know 150 that we can do well. Just to think that 
there’s another six or seven hundred left that we don’t know 
is mind-boggling.”

A little over a year ago, The Chuck Wagon Gang 
got involved with Marty Stuart.  Marty is a champion of old 
Bluegrass, Western songs and old Gospel. He is a huge fan 
of The Gang and was thrilled to learn that they are still out 
on the road. They met in Nashville through a mutual friend, 

Eddie Stubbs. Marty wrote some songs for The Gang and 
produced an album that will be coming out in September. 
“We’re working with him and working on a documentary,” 
said Shaye. “This documentary and the Bear Family Box 
Sets bring back the complete works of Johnny Cash, Connie 
Smith, Jimmy Rogers, Ray Price, Earnest Tubb, Earl Scrug-
gs, Bill Monroe, and The Gang.”  

Shaye continued, “I was so excited when I found out 
about that and we have been digging and finding out all of 
these pictures and discovering that we were mistaken about 
certain facts. It’s been amazing as we’ve found all of these 
facts. It has taught us that The Gang has never really been 
a Southern Gospel group. In the 30’s they were on Colum-
bia.  Some of the legends who shared the Columbia label 
were Country legends Ray Price, Marty Robbins and Johnny 
Cash, Carl Smith and Hank Snow, just to name a few. When 
those people became stars in the 40’s and 50’s, The Gang 
had already been on the label for 20 years and these people 
looked up to The Gang.”  

“They did what’s called package shows. The Gang 
would appear on The Grand Ole Opry with Roy Acuff and 
country stars of the time. They would do concerts with 
Statesmen, Blackwoods, The Speer Family, but they would 
be the Country Gospel act on these shows. Marty wants to 
educate people on who The Gang really is. The Gang has 
been influenced by Country stars such as Ronny Milsap, Bill 
Anderson and George Jones. It’s really humbling to me to 
know that those same stars listened to The Chuck Wagon 
Gang years ago.” 

“We are hoping for a September release for this 
documentary.  The Bear Set will be coming out almost 
simultaneously and will include seven CD’s with 25 years of 
songs going back to the 1930’s.”

The Chuck Wagon Gang recently had an incredible 
experience. They were booked in Quinnehock, Alaska. The 
Eskimos flew them out there for three days to sing. They 
arrived in a little tiny fishing village on the Bering Sea, 80 
miles from Russia. There were no roads and the town had 
only had running water for six months. There were 600-800 
Eskimos both nights. It was hard to imagine where they all 



came from! Bethel is the biggest next village, then Anchor-
age. “That was the first time The Gang has been to Alaska,” 
said Shaye.

“Marty told us, ‘You take a camera out there and 
film those Eskimos.’ I asked them, ‘Why The Gang… why 
us?’ They told us that in the 50’s when the Meridian Mis-
sionaries made their way from Bethel across the tundra, they 
brought Chuck Wagon Gang records with them and intro-
duced them to the Eskimos and now, they are Gang fanat-
ics. We flew in on a little bitty plane and landed on a gravel 
airstrip in the middle of nowhere. We were surrounded by 
beautiful mountains and were just in awe. When we got off 
the plane, there were all these Eskimos there and every one 
of them had a cell phone filming us getting out of the plane. 
They made you feel like celebrities.” 

“It was unseasonably warm and there was not much 

snow. It was in the 30’s and 40’s, so cold to us, but not to 
them. They are used to it being in the teens and 20’s.  Some 
of them were singing Chuck Wagon Gang songs in Yipik 
(their native tongue). We recorded it on video so we could 
include it in the documentary. God is laying all of this in 
place.  We couldn’t orchestrate all of this in the right tim-
ing.  It was an incredible experience and we look forward to 
returning.”

The best selling CD for The Gang is called Timeless 
Hymns. The songs were chosen from a list emailed to them 
by their fans. Their Timeless Hymns – Volume 2 CD was 
recently released. In September, their newest project, The 
Chuck Wagon Gang Sings the Songs of Marty Stuart, will be 
released.

When asked what is the one song that moves their 
audience most powerfully, Shaye shared that the new project, 
Hymns Volume 2, has a song on it called “I Must Tell Jesus.” 
“Julie sings it and every time, you just watch the response 
and you can tell that it blesses people. She shares about sing-
ing it with her family… that was one that she sang with her 
mom and dad and she talks about all the things that go on 
in our lives and we think nobody understands, but you can 
always tell Jesus… you must tell Him.”

Shaye shared that she is still inspired by the sweet 

harmony of Rose and Anna, the foundational female voices 
of The Chuck Wagon Gang. Rose’s piercing soprano voice 
and Anna’s chocolaty alto voice were the distinction of The 
Gang. The strum of the guitar and those voices were two 
things set them apart.

The Chuck Wagon Gang currently records under the 
New Haven label and is booked by Jubilee Agency. You can 
read more about The Chuck Wagon Gang at:  www.chuck-
wagongang.net.  

 The history of our Southern Gospel heritage is richer 
than most of us realize. It’s up to us to keep it alive, and 
groups like The Chuck Wagon Gang are doing a wonderful 
job of sharing the gospel using the same message their an-
cestors did over 70 years ago.  That message remains stead-
fast, and so do those who are called to share it.  Thank you, 
Shaye and Harold, for taking the time to share your memo-
ries with SGN Scoops, and for your dedication to keeping 
the legacy alive!

http://www.chuckwagongang.net
http://www.chuckwagongang.net
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YOUNGEr PERSPECTIVE

BY ERIN STEVENS

Levi Bowman

Every now and then, you encounter someone who just 
gets it. You know what I mean? Someone who, just 
by being himself, not trying to be something he isn’t, 
can’t help but shine with the love of Jesus. Well dear 
readers, this month’s someone just happens to be John 
and Becky (Isaacs) Bowman’s 18-year-old son, Levi. 
Take the next few moments to meet the fellow behind 
the guitar who has an interesting hobby and recently 
munched on some hummus in a far away land. Take it 
away, Mr. Bowman…

Erin: In your own words, what is it like traveling with 
your family?
Levi: Traveling with my family is amazing. I would not 
want to travel with anyone but family and close friends. 
To have your family surrounding you all the time is a 
great feeling.

Erin: When did you begin playing guitar and who in-
spired you?
Levi: I have played guitar for about four years. The 
person that really inspired me to play was my dad. 
Although my dad is a professional musician, he would 
still play in his free time, and to see his love for making 
music truly inspired me. My other inspirations include 
my mom, Brad Paisley, Stevie Ray Vaughan, Dan 
Tyminski, Vince Gill, and a newer artist named Charlie 
Worsham. All of these people are incredible musicians, 
and they have played a key role inspiring me to play 
guitar.

Erin: What is a unique hobby you enjoy?
Levi: I’m a collector of vinyls. I love collecting old and 
new albums.

Erin: Who are the top artists you would be found listen-
ing to on your iPod?
Levi: I listen to a lot of Country music. The top five 
artists on my iPod are Brad Paisley, Charlie Worsham, 
Chris Young, Bradley Walker, and George Strait. Some 
Gospel artists I listen to are Gordon Mote, Karen Peck 
& New River, Smokie Norful, J. Moss, Jason Crabb, 
and Mike Bowling.

Erin: Describe the impact this past trip to The Holy 
Land had upon your life?



    ILevi: Going to Israel impacted my walk with God 
greatly. There isn’t a day that goes by that I don’t 
want to go back. I moved closer to God in my journey 
through Israel. Knowing that I was walking where Jesus 
was - there are no words to describe it.

Erin: Favorite food you tried while in Israel? 
Levi: My favorite food was definitely unleavened bread 
with hummus. It is spectacular!

Erin: Who have been some of your biggest inspirations 
in life thus far?
Levi: My mom and dad, my grandmother Lily, Uncle 
Ben, Aunt Sonya and Uncle Jimmy, have all greatly 
inspired me. The three most recent inspirations in my 
life are my pastor Joseph Morgan, Coach Paul West-
phal, and Tony Horton. My pastor has really challenged 
me to become a better Christian. Every time he speaks, 
it impacts my life that much more, and because of him, 
I have become a better man. Coach Paul Westphal was 
an NBA player and coach, and he is a wealth of knowl-
edge. He is someone I can talk to about anything and 
is one of my best friends. Tony Horton is the creator 
of P90x, and although I have never met him, he has 
inspired me and many others across the nation to be-
come fit. He is a Christian and you can tell what a good 
person he is just by his videos.

Erin: How would you encourage someone your age in 
their walk with the Lord?
Levi: Surround yourself with good influences. Do not 
get involved with the wrong people. You must have 
a support system around you. Surrounding yourself 
with the wrong people can sway what path you take. I 
have had my fair share of bad influences, but I chose to 
cut ties with them. My friends, family, and girlfriend, 
Autumn Nelon, have been great influences upon me. If 
you hang with the right people and find the right church 
with the right pastor, that is the key to living a good and 
clean life. Jesus is always beside you and He will never 
leave you. 

I pray this is what we are striving for amidst the pull of 
the world we all experience each and every day. Who 
are you when no one is looking? Who are you allowing 
to speak into your life? It’s a make or break decision we 
all must come face to face with. I, for one, am grateful 
for the wise ‘younger perspective’ Levi brings to the 
table. Today, remember to pursue goodness, kindness, 
pureness and righteousness - just to name a few. Thanks 
again to Levi for stopping by to share from his heart. 

Until next month, Scoops fans…

And that’s my take on it.

www.dennisenicholedittman.net
mailto:LaDonnaAnnPhotography%40gmail.com?subject=SGN%20Scoops%20inquiry
mailto:LaDonnaAnnPhotography%40gmail.com?subject=SGN%20Scoops%20Inquiry
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Marty Raybon is a multi-talented singer, songwriter 
and musician who is best known as the the distinctive 
lead voice on a long string of hit songs by the Country 
music super-group, Shenandoah. His career, which has 
spanned almost three decades,  has found his songs 
topping the charts in Country, Bluegrass, and Country 
Gospel music.  
Born and raised in Sanford, Florida, Raybon moved to 
Nashville in 1984 to pursue his dream of a career as a 
recording artist. There he joined a band and worked to 
develop his songwriting skills. He sang demos in the re-
cording studios of Nashville to earn additional income.  
Raybon accepted a job in Muscle Shoals Alabama with 
a group of buddies who would eventually become the 
band Shenandoah. Robert Byrnes and Tommy Brassfield 
had been commissioned by a major record company to 
do a nationwide talent search for artists who had po-
tential to be developed into a major act. After searching 

across the nation, they "discovered" Marty and his group 
within two miles of Fame Recording Studio, in Muscle 
Shoals. Their recording of spec-records in Fame Stu-
dio produced such hits as "Two Dozen Roses", "Mama 
Knows", "The Church on Cumberland Road", "Next to 
You, Next to Me," and so many more.  
The rewards of success are many, but  they are certainly 
not without pitfalls. As in so many cases, the lifestyle of 
stardom led Marty to addiction to alcohol and drugs. 
Things moved from bad to worse when the group began 
to face lawsuits for infringement for the use of the name 
Shenandoah. At least five other groups could produce 
evidence that they had the legal right to use the name. 
Neither the record company, the recording studio, or 
the production company had done a trademark search 
for the right to use that name. Lawsuits came fast and 
furious, which eventually resulted in the group filing a 
Chapter 7.  They literally paid out millions of dollars to 

Marty Raybon

by Dan Duncan



satisfy the claims filed against them.

The group received no help from their recording stu-
dio, record company, or  management company. In 
fact, all of those organizations also filed lawsuits against 
Shenandoah. It was very humbling and humiliating. The 
group continued working hard to meet all their financial 
obligations, until eventually everything was paid.
Substance abuse continued to worsen for Raybon. One 
evening after coming in off the road, Marty accepted 
another party invitation. They hit a nightclub where the 
drinking was more than excessive. Raybon related that 
he woke up on a couch to discover he had been gone for 
four days. Returning home, he retreated to his basement 
where he had stashed additional alcoholic beverages.  
God had a plan for Marty Raybon's life that day. Raybon 
had been raised right, but he had not been doing right. 
God began tugging on his heart. Sick of his lifestyle and 
sick of his problems, Raybon got serious with himself 
and serious with God. In his drunkenness and confu-
sion, Raybon asked himself: "If I died, would I go to 
Heaven?” Ashamed of himself and ashamed of what he 
had become, he cried out to God: "I'm out of control! 
Help me"!  
That day, the basement of his home became "Holy 
Ground" for Marty Raybon. He audibly talked face to 
face with God, and made everything right! Right then 
and there, he gave his heart and life to God.  
"I stayed in the basement all day,” says Raybon. “I 
poured out the liquor. I hunted it out from everywhere 
I had hidden it, and poured it out. I promised God: ‘If 
you'll fix me, I'll serve you.’ I didn't hear any bells and 
whistles, but I was changed that day!  I felt like I wasn't 
dirty anymore". 
Raybon's wife Melanie was a believer who was living 

with a pagan husband. At the end of the day, Marty 
joined her upstairs and asked her this question: “Do you 
have an Easter dress? I gave my heart to the Lord today. 
I'm saved! It's different. I'll be home from my next tour 
by Easter Sunday. We're going to church.”
He began introducing others to Jesus. He introduced 
other band members and their families to the Lord. 
Raybon figured if God could fix him, He could do it for 
anybody! The heartbeat of His message is, "No matter 
how far down you've gone, God can reach you.”
Raybon left Shenandoah in 1997 to fulfill God's call to 
spread the Gospel through his music. To date, he has re-
corded five country gospel albums, which have resulted 
in a lot of number one songs and a long list of awards. 
As of this writing, Raybon's recording of "Beulah Land" 
is currently number one in the country gospel chart. 
He has been nominated for awards in four categories 
by the International Country Gospel Music Associa-
tion (I.C.G.M.A.) in their August Award show. His next 
bluegrass album will be Gospel bluegrass.
 While Marty Raybon has enjoyed great success in the 
music field, his priorities remain solidly anchored in 
his faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. A person cannot be 
around Raybon very long before you discover that he 
loves to share Jesus with those with whom he comes 
into contact. 

No matter where you meet Marty Raybon, he is first 
and foremost, a Christian.  He is very sincere, and 
always sensitive to the spiritual needs of those he meets.              
Marty Raybon is the Real Deal! 
For more information on Marty Raybon visit http://
martyraybon.com/online/
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I feel like my article this month may need a disclaimer.  For 
the record, I was raised on southern gospel music and I 
still love it when it is done well.  I also want to say that no 
one has more respect and love for the hymns of the church 
than I do.  I remember as a child being bored in church, not 
listening to the preacher, I would flip through the hymnal 
and read those lyrics.  I believe God used those sacred 
writings to draw me to Himself.  I also believe it is a sad day 
when a church takes the hymnals out of their sanctuary 
because some kid with torn up jeans who can’t even tune 
his guitar, has convinced us that songs like, “Nothing But 
The Blood” and “Blessed Assurance” are no longer relevant.   
I also like contemporary Christian music, black gospel, 
praise and worship, bluegrass, country and pop music IF 
it is good.   What makes gospel music gospel music is the 
lyrical content.  

I have watched people in the church debate, argue and 
even divide over styles of music.  Music is music.  What 
is perceived as good or bad is our preference based on 
what we like.  The kind of music we enjoy can and does 
affect how we feel at times, but with no lyric, it’s just music.  
When you take that music that you enjoy and put gos-
pel lyrics, then that music has a message that can be life 
changing.  Jesus always talked to people in parables that 
would relate to them in a way that they could understand 
what He was talking about.  When He spoke to fisherman, 
he used fishing stories.  When He was talking to farmers, he 
would use farming illustrations to get them to listen and 
keep their attention.  The same is true with music.  If some-
one loves bluegrass music, chances are a bluegrass gospel 
song is way more likely to grab their attention and hold it 
for three minutes to hear the message of the song.  If your 
kids are like mine, they love pop music, so to make sure 

By David Staton

“Can You 
H a n d l e 
The Truth?”

Selling Out 



they are hearing the gospel  they listen to artists like Man-
disa, Toby Mac and Big Daddy Weave.  It simply puts the 
gospel in a format that they will listen to so I’m thankful 
for artists like that.  It is no secret that older church mem-
bers who grew up listening to the Platters, Temptations 
and vocal groups prefer quartet music and the musical 
style of southern gospel music.   I’m always amazed when 
I hear someone criticize another style of Christian music 
simply based on their stylistic preference.  I really want 
you to pay attention here because heaven is not going to 
be like Bonnaroo or Woodstock.  When John wrote about 
what he saw in his vision of heaven, he didn’t say anything 
about there being a contemporary Christian music stage, a 
southern gospel stage or a praise & worship stage that will 
showcase your favorite artists or style of music.  There will 
only be one stage there and it will be the throne of God 
where Jesus will be exalted.  He will be the only one that 
matters and He will not share the spotlight with your favor-
ite gospel singer or television evangelist.  That is a whole 
other sermon or article, so I’ll move on.

My point is that if we can get past the style of music, there 
is a far greater purpose to each style of gospel music.  I’ve 
watched contemporary artists look down at southern 
gospel and bluegrass gospel music and I’ve seen more 
traditional gospel artists accuse the contemporary artists 
of “selling out” because the music “sounds like the world.”  
I believe that at the heart of all Christian music the intent 
and purpose is pure.  However sometimes our motives can 
take the most pure intention and corrupt it.  Jesus was con-
cerned more about the motives behind people’s actions 
many times more than He was concerned about the actual 
act.  So with that being said, I want to address something 
that I have watched happen in the southern gospel world.

I have observed southern gospel music fans and I believe 
that typically, they are made up of two different types of 
people.  There are regional artists who love the original 
music that is recorded by the professional groups.  I can 
watch most regional artists and I can tell who their favorite 
groups are. They appreciate the new songs, the musical 
innovation, production and all that goes into making a 
unique sound.  These are the people who buy the new 
recordings that the professional groups create and sell.  
The second southern gospel music fan is the 65 and over 
crowd.  I know there are exceptions, but the majority of 
this crowd just likes anything that is old.  They are the, 
“They just don’t make them like they used to” crowd.  It 
doesn’t matter who the artist is, if they do a CD of old 
songs, they’ll buy it.   That is why every group in southern 
gospel comes out with a CD that is a “Classics” or “Oldies” 
project featuring old songs.  I don’t blame an artist for 
doing this sometimes IF and only IF you can present those 
songs musically with some kind of artistry and skill that 
makes the listener want to hear them.  I rarely hear these 
old songs done well, let alone with any kind of artistry 

that makes them worth the price of a CD.  However, I have 
seen these generic projects sell really well to those folks 
who just want to buy something old.  The next thing you 
know, the artists think they have found the formula to 
selling CDs, so even their original music begins sounding 
old and generic in an attempt to appeal to the folks who 
bought their golden oldies cd.  The end result is tuning 
into a southern gospel station and not being able to dis-
tinguish between any of the artists in an ocean of groups 
and quartets.  Everything begins to sound generic.   Artists 
trying to appeal to this demographic have resulted in the 
artist pursuing their crowd rather than the crowd pursuing 
the artist.   If you want to see any major southern gospel 
artist in the winter, you have to go south because rather 
than trying to attract fans with good music, they try to find 
where the 65 plus crowd has gathered and they chase after 
that group of people.  There is nothing wrong with doing 
some of that music, but sometimes our motives can hurt 
our original intent.  Now before you say, “those artists are 
just giving the people what they want,” let me give you 
an example of where we have gone wrong.  It is rare that 
a new country artist will cover a previous hit that another 
artist did 30 years prior but it does happen on occasion.  
Not long ago, Carrie Underwood recorded the old Randy 
Travis song, “I Told You So.”  It was a great rendition and it 
was received very well.  However, if you go and see Carrie 
Underwood in concert, her original music that has identi-
fied her and given her a place in country music will not be 
covered up with old songs that put someone else on the 
map.  Why wouldn’t she do that?  You know that she would 
probably gain new fans and sing to a whole other genera-
tion of people that love old country music.  The answer is 
simple.  If she did this, she would quickly lose her identity 
as an artist.  Everything that she and her team has built 
into a successful career would disappear and she would 
be doing a show similar to what you would see a local bar 
band do which is a conglomeration of various hits by a 
whole slew of artists over the years.  I want you to remem-
ber what I’m saying the next time you go hear your favorite 
southern gospel artist.  They may sell their golden oldie 
classic CD with all of their cover songs from the past, but 
they are quickly losing their identity as a real artist.  What 
they will gain in short term profits that night is nothing 
compared to what they are losing in the long term which is 
their reputation and identity as an artist who is capable of 
creating something original and great.

So I say to my fellow artists who really have the ability to 
make great music, don’t sell out.  Don’t sell your identity as 
an artist because you can make a few extra bucks by pan-
dering to a certain age group with the music you create.  
If you’re serious about reaching people who don’t go to 
church, make sure your music is good enough to grab their 
ear so they’ll listen to the lyrics.  We are capable of more 
than what we are doing!
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  Google defines the word per-spec-tive “perspec-
tive” as a particular attitude toward, or way of regarding 
something; a point of view.  Google defines the word 
fresh “fresh”as recently created or experienced, and not 
faded or impaired. Let’s take a look at The Bowling 
Family with fresh perspective. This family group has 
deep roots in Southern Gospel music, and The Bowl-
ings combine a beautiful bridge from a solid past to a 
youthful future.

    Youth is the perfect word to describe the new-
est full time member of this mixed quartet. Hope is the 
14-year-old daughter of Mike and Kelly Bowling. This 
sweet little face is becoming a vocal dynamo! She sings 
with a big voice that commands the audience’s atten-
tion.  “Hope brings a fresh outlook and youthful zeal 
to our group,” says Troy Peach. Both Mike and Kelly 
agree with Troy.  “She has a young perspective that is 
rare in our music,” Kelly mentions.  Mike agrees that 
Hope’s young talent is an attribute to the group’s minis-
try.  Hope shares, “I’m an avid reader. I like reading the 
Bible and fiction.”  She has a humble spirit and shared 
her desire to be a Godly woman who also has a funny 
side!

    Speaking of humor, Troy Peach is this group’s 
funny guy. He always has a smile on his face, and as 
Hope relays, “Troy is a people-person, who likes to 
interact with everyone.”  Troy started his gospel career 

playing drums for his family group when he was just 
five years old.  This is a man who wears many hats, and 
does it successfully. He helps manage the group, is an 
audio expert who runs sound flawlessly, and sings well. 
His voice and style convey a passion for the truth of the 
lyric he is singing. 

Troy believes in the true faithfulness of God. He 
says, “The Bible tells us God was tempted in all points, 
so He understands us, no matter what we get ourselves 
into.” Troy is married to the beautiful Katy Peach and 
the two share twin boys Clayton and Shelton. Last sum-
mer at vacation bible school, both boys accepted Christ 
as their personal savior at the age of seven years old, 
and Troy says it is the highlight of parenting, watching 
his children maturing spiritually. Mike and Kelly both 
agree that Troy is a very hard worker, who never quits 
and has an excellent work ethic.  Troy strives to be the 
‘Real Deal’ that is the same guy once, twice, and every 
time you see him.

    Kelly conveys the same thought.  She wants to 
be the ‘Real Deal’: genuine. Everyone who knows her 
confirms that she definitely is. Kelly grew up singing 
with her brothers and sister as a member of the Sing-
ing Crabb Family, and now with her husband and three 
daughters, she is carrying on a legacy of ministry.  

Speaking affectionately of his wife, Mike says, 

Perspective: A Fresh Look At 
The Bowling Family
By Melissa Joy Wright



“Kelly has a heart for God and ministry.  She loves the 
Lord and is a great wife and mother.” Kelly’s desire is 
that all people know that Jesus loves them, and God has 
a plan for them no matter who they are or what they’ve 
done.  Hope says, “My Mom is the one who will go 
pray with someone, even if it stops the concert set.” 

Kelly is a sensitive woman who cries every time 
she hears the song, “Wind Beneath my Wings”, and her 
fans find her down-to-earth personality sweet, and very 
easy to talk to. Troy speaks jointly of this couple say-
ing, “Mike and Kelly have a very special anointing on 
their life since the bus crash in July of 
2010. God has touched them, and they 
don’t take this anointing for granted.”

   Mike Bowling has had the 
touch of God on his life since he was 
very young. In fact, while he was in 
the 10th grade, his parents allowed 
him to leave public school and go on 
the road full time with the LeFevres, 
singing gospel music, while accom-
plishing home schooling. He’s been 
singing and sharing the love of God 
for 33 years. 

Hope says of her dad, “He’s 
the face of our group, the one every-
one knows.”  Mike has a soulful voice 
that allows the message in a song to 
penetrate the heart of the listener.  “He 
brings wisdom and experience to our ministry, and as a 
man, he is even-tempered and loyal,” says wife Kelly.  

Mike has a tremendous love 
for his God, family and friends, 
and wants people to know how 
much our faithful Lord loves 
and cares for them.  He is proud 
of all three of his daughters, 
watching them grow in the 
Lord.

    The two youngest Bowl-
ing girls, Katelanne and Gracie, 
join their older sister Hope on 
stage and sing as The Bowling 
Sisters. Their harmony is per-
fect and their sweet little spirits 
are uplifting to the listener’s 
soul. Kelly beams and says of 
her daughters’ singing for the 
Lord, “It is the most rewarding 
experience in my life, and my 
cheeks hurt from smiling so 

much just watching them.” 

“It is my goal in life for my kids to know Jesus 
and have that personal relationship with Him,” says 
Mike. “All three of the girls have accepted Christ as 
their personal Savior, and my desire is they will always 
serve him.”  Hope loves singing with her little sisters, 
citing Gracie as the little star that makes everyone laugh 
and Katelanne as the sweet one that always brings a 
smile. 

   Not to be forgotten is the quiet demeanor of 
John Jeffrey. John helps run sound and plays the piano 
for the group, while doing the bus driving duties as 



well. He has a kind, smiling face, and is always quick 
with a warm greeting for fans. He doesn’t miss a beat 
changing the set list in the middle of a concert to ac-
commodate a request, or the leading of the Holy Spirit 
in a different direction.

   The Bowlings are not just an anointed southern 
gospel group, but they are a well-practiced team. They 
have a beautiful sound, great songs, wonderful stage 
presence, and an attitude of ministry and worship that is 
both genuine and humble.

 We hope you will attend a Bowlings concert at a 
venue near you. For more information, visit http://www.
bowlingsonline.com/ /
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This chart was compiled from a list of reporting stations. Each month we will be adding more stations. 
1 Browders Listening For The Shout
2 Brian Free and Assurance Say Amen
3 Hoskins Family God Is Big
4 Greater Vision For All He's Done
5 LeFevre Quartet Put It Right There
6 Gold City Never Too Broken To Belong
7 Mercy's Well More Like Jesus Less Like Me
8 Mark Bishop Love's Gonna Get You
9 Hyssongs Thinking About Going Home
10 Whisnants Not Afraid To Trust Him
11 McKameys A Hill Worth Dying On
12 East Ridge Boys He's Leaving His Throne
13 Sunday Drive Happy, Happy, Happy
14 Legacy Five He Is To Me
15 Kingdom Heirs I'll Know I'm Home
16 Mark Trammell Quartet Your Walk Talks
17 Keith Barkley and Family Tradition Heaven In 

The House
18 Karen Peck and New River Everybody's Go-

ing Through Something
19 Georgia We Have A Hope
20 11th Hour How Will You Plead
21 Hoppers I'll Take You Home
22 Booth Brothers If God Didn't Care
23 Erwins When Justice Called Mercy Answered
24 Old Paths Love Them To Jesus
25 Mark Dubbeld Family Higher Than I
26 Shellem Cline Look Up
27 Bowling Family I Know Enough
28 Nelons The Sun's Coming Up
29 Steve Hess and Southern Salvation Mountain 

of Grace
30 Beyond The Ashes No Sin Greater Than 

God's Grace
31 Steeles We're All Human
32 Michael and Delilah The Stroll
33 Primitive Quartet Empty Me Lord
34 Tim Livingston Over The Next Hill
35 Wilbanks Matchless Name
36 Allen Family Talk About The Lord
37 Carolina Boys Watch And Pray

38 Browns The Captain's Got It Under Con-
trol

39 Gordon Mote Meanwhile Back At The Cross
40 Dixie Melody Boys Roll Back
41 Talleys When He Calls I'll Fly Away
42 Master's Voice Ordinary Sunday
43 Great Day You Said No
44 Ernie Haase and Signature Sound That's Why
45 Zane and Donna King If There Was Any Other 

Way
46 Lore Family Holding To The Old Fashioned 

Way
47 Common Bond Quartet I Just Steal Away 

And Pray
48 New Vision When I Cross
49 New Vision Faith Steps Out Of The Boat
50 Watts, Rowsey and Bean Waste Another 

Day
51 Tammy Jones Robinette You Don't Love 

Him Like I Do
52 Doug Anderson Love With Open Arms
53 Collingsworth Family Show A Little Bit Of Love 

And Kindness
54 Red Roots Great Big Yes
55 Barry Rowland and Deliverance He's Still 

God
56 Jeff and Sheri Easter I Know How It Feels To 

Survive
57 Tammy Jones Robinette Beautiful Day
58 Down East Boys If I Know Him
59 Randy Travis Three Wooden Crosses
60 Perrys I Can Trust Him
61 Mylon Hayes Family Prayer Meeting
62 Gospelaires There Is A God
63 Bo Hinson Heaven On Earth
64 John Lanier Look For Me
65 Akins Heaven Is A Lot Like This
66 Dixie Melody Boys That Story Is Mine
67 Old Paths Long Live The King
68 Mark Trammell Quartet Wonderful Time 

Up There
69 Kingsmen The Next Cloud



71 James And Jeff Easter Like Father Like Son
72 Hyssongs I Was Blind But Now I See
73 Gene McDonald From Love To Love
73 Tony Burchette Look Who's In The Ship
74 Weston and Christy Hinson Finally Home
75 Dennis Family Drink From Him and You'll 

Never Die
76 Bates Family Here Comes The King
77 Wilburn and Wilburn Help Me
78 Anchormen Some Things I Know
79 High Road III Hold Me To The Rock
80 Canton Junction Sweeter As The Days Go 

By
81 Guardians Quartet Arise My Love
82 Natalie Cromwell Your Love 
83 Balsam Range Stacking Up The Rocks
84 Big Mo and Chosen Still The Cross

85 Sharps He Built A Bridge
86 Keepers Of The Faith He Came Down To My 

Level
87 Mark209 Tennessee Orange
88 Terry Collins If I Be Lifted Up
89 His Heart Quartet I Can Take You To The 

Place
90 Adam Crabb Hey Now
90 Alan Jackson In The Garden
92 Gobers Why Not
93 Highway 22 I'm On My Way To A Miracle
94 Anchormen Borrowed and Barely Used Tomb
95 Dalton Gang He Is My Everything
96 Isaacs Walk Together Children
97 Michael Combs More Jesus
98 Changed 4 I Have Not Forgotten
99 Tim Ooten Just A Prayer Away
100 Andersons Take The Cross Road

www.phillipsandphillipsmusic.com


mailto:michelle_waldroup%40hotmail.com?subject=sgnscoops%20inquiry


     

My automatic “Yes, of course!” response to the 
invitation of competing on the double Emmy nomi-
nated television show, The American Bible Challenge, 
came easy for me. Growing up in a Bible teaching 
church, attending Bible Study Fellowship and engag-
ing in daily scripture reading, I thought this would be 
a piece of cake. Boy, does the Lord have a fun way of 
humbling a person! 
  My involvement in Miss North Carolina and 
the American Bible Challenge seeking out “beauty 
queens” worked hand-in-hand. After hours of in-
terviews and Bible quizzing, two other Miss North 
Carolina contestants, Kelly Glendenning and Victoria 
Huggins, and I were selected as “Team Crown Jew-
els” for the American Bible Challenge Season Three. 
After months of preparation and L.A. crews coming to 
North Carolina for behind-the-scenes taping, the la-
dies and I flew to Hollywood to compete for our team 
charity, the Vs. Cancer Foundation (www.vs-cancer.
org). 

Once the game began, we were excited and 

ready to take on Team Kori’s Crusaders from Bunker 
Hill, Indiana, and Team Barefoot Ambassadors from 
Charlotte, North Carolina. We were faced with ques-
tions such as: What Old Testament prophet wrote con-
cerning the “flight of Joseph and Mary and the baby 
Jesus into Egypt” and “Out of Egypt I called my son”? 

The American Bible  
Challenge
By Hannah Webb

http://www.vs-cancer.org
http://www.vs-cancer.org


Pair that with the pressure of competing on television! 
The girls and I ended up making it to the final 

two of our episode and bringing home $5,000 for the 
Vs. Cancer Foundation. I have always enjoyed Jeff Fox-
worthy, however after meeting him, I am now a huge 
fan! What a genuine man and what a fun, wholesome 
show that glorifies the Lord! The American Bible is 
most certainly bringing light to a dark world and I was 
grateful to be a part!

[Editor’s Note: Hannah Webb is a member of 
the Rick Webb Family, one of Gospel music’s premiere 
family vocal groups and recording artists with Song 
Garden Music Group.]
www.RickWebbFamily.com
www.facebook.com/HannahKWebb
www.twitter.com/HannahKWebb
Hannah Webb, Victoria Huggins, Kelly Glendenning

www.avalkasichministries.org
http://www.rickwebbfamily.com
http://www.facebook.com/HannahKWebb
http://www.twitter.com/HannahKWebb
www.charliegriffin.net
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Music Reviews for August
by Sandi Duncan Clark

 

     

 

 

Wheeewwwww…It’s hot in South Carolina! And 
I’m sure it is wherever many of you live. Thankfully, 
that’s God displaying His omnipotence with the chang-
ing of the seasons! I must admit I’m looking forward to 
September, October and so on! This has been a unique 
summer here. Some days it’s been 95 and above, other 
days it’s been rainy and cool, more like a day in fall, and 
I love those cooler days!

For several months now, we have supported and 
encouraged my husband’s father as he struggles with 
health issues. I do appreciate all of you who have prayed 
with us, and ask that you continue to do that. Papa Clark 
is a precious child of God, and while we try to keep his 
spirits high, inspire and support him, he is the one who 
spreads the joy! 

During these months of stress and concern, I’m 
thankful that we’ve had special times with the Lord as 
we face whatever came our way. Some of those special 
times have been listening to Gospel/Christian music, and 
I can tell you now, not only have we enjoyed it, but Papa 
Clark has also leaned on it. I’m grateful to all those who 
have created CDs, DVDs and television programs of 
good music. God bless you all! 

In August we have some very distinctive new 
music that will truly bless you. As we review the songs 
now with you, I hope you will make an effort to get a 
copy for your own enjoyment, encouragement and bless-
ings. Be sure to check the contact information at the 
close of the review of the music. 

Years Of Gold

A Collection Of Hits

The Best of Jonathan Wilburn

Daywind Records

While I have had many favorite groups in South-
ern Gospel Music, the Gold City Quartet has always been 
at the top of the list. During Jonathan Wilburn’s tenure 
with the quartet he was featured on a number of songs 
that spoke to the hearts of fans.  His delivery, testimony 
and enthusiasm endeared him to audiences and created 
a huge “Jonathan Wilburn” fan base which continues to 
follow him as he and his son, Jordan currently minister as 
Wilburn & Wilburn.

Years Of Gold from Daywind Records has 13 of 
Jonathan’s featured songs, some of which are new songs; 
others are Gold City hits from the past that Jonathan sang 
to perfection. Beginning with the rousing version of Di-
anne Wilkinson’s hit, “He Said” the CD continues for an 
hour with some great music and sweet memories. 

Jonathan included “I’m Not Giving Up,” a Squire 
Parsons’ treasure, and “There Rose A Lamb” penned by 



Kyla Rowland. It’s wonderful to hear Jonathan sing these 
two. You will also enjoy “Midnight Cry”. These three 
songs will bring back memories of many exciting eve-
nings spent in concerts with the group. 

Another Dianne Wilkinson gem, “Keep Me On 
The Wheel,” brought tears. Jonathan also included “He 
Lifted My Burdens Away,” written by Doug Riley. The 
arrangement is upbeat with a wonderful message, and 
reminds us of the talented son of Tim and Barbara Riley 
who passed away in an auto accident, way too soon. 
Doug left a wonderful testimony.   

“When He Touched Me” is another wonderful 
song arranged with big orchestration, and talks of how 
we felt when we found Christ and He touched our lives. 
“When The Holy Ghost Shows Up (We’ll Have Church)” 
will have you clapping your hands and worshiping and 
then you can sing along to the testimony on “It’s Been 
Worth It All.” 

Other songs are “The Lamb Upon The Throne,” 
“I Believe,” “He Lives,” and the great old church song, 
“When He Calls (I’ll Fly Away.)” These are songs that 
were pulled directly from Gold City recordings, so we 
get the full effects of great arrangements and enthusiasm 
the men put into all their music. Jonathan was an out-
standing part of each of the recordings. You will enjoy 
Jonathan’s message on the inside cover. It is heartwarm-
ing, as are all of these songs. He is truly a blessing!

This recording is a must-have! To secure your 
copy of YEARS OF GOLD, contact Jonathan at 256-459-
4769.

                Turn Your Radio On

Watts, Rowsey & Bean

Daywind Records

Producer: John Darin Rowsey

This recording is packed with great music! With 
vocals from three of Gospel music’s most talented vocal-
ists, songs from the industry’s top writers including the 
performers themselves, and music tracks from several of 
the best studio musicians, it couldn’t help be a winner!

We’ve already heard a few of these songs on 
Gospel radio since the album’s release, and everything 
we’re hearing is being well received by DJs as well as 
fans. Some of these radio songs are my favorites. “Turn 
Your Radio On,” “Waste Another Day,” and “Written 
In The Scars” are songs that I really enjoyed. I also like 
“Faith” and “I Still Am Your Child…” Well, to be per-
fectly honest, every song is a blessing! 

The unique arrangements, which are more pro-
gressive country Gospel on some of these songs, are a 
treat. We often limit ourselves if we fail to try a new style 
of music. When we remain open to something new, we 
usually find a blessing by doing so. While traditional 
Southern Gospel is more my musical style, I’m not afraid 
to enjoy something different. I’m thankful that God’s 
message never gets stale or old. 

John Darin Rowsey, Gina Bean and Nicole Watts 
are three of the most humble servants of God, and all 
three allow their talent to be used of Christ. This album is 
another tool for that purpose and it is a joyous one. 

To have a copy of this recording or to schedule 
them for your next Gospel music event, contact Watts, 
Rowsey and Bean by phoning them at 304-751-6921  

Dancin’ Annie

Bill Emerson and Sweet Dixie

Rural Rhythm Records

Producers: Bill Emerson and Sweet Dixie



Most Bluegrass music has a positive message, 
and many Bluegrass recordings include more than just 
Gospel songs. The same is true on this recording, which 
has 12 songs all done in solid bluegrass style, and all 
with a positive message. The band plays on the CD 
music tracks and does a wonderful job. Harmonies are 
smooth and the featured singers are strong. The song 
selection and arrangements are most enjoyable, and I was 
impressed by the quality of this group’s performance. 

“Dancin’ Annie” is the story of lost love, and was 
written by Chris Stifel, who also is featured on this song. 
I was impressed by Teri Chism’s rendition of the Patsy 
Cline’s hit song, “Walkin’ After Midnight.” 

The three Gospel songs on this CD are “Will A 
Light Be Shining Bright,” “He Knows My Name” and 
“Thank Him For The Miracle,” all good songs with solid 
Gospel messages. The latter is a song written by Mosie 
Lister and Chris Stifel does a great job on this one also. 

If you’re a fan of Bluegrass music, you would 
be doing yourself a favor by ordering a copy of this CD. 
You may contact Rural Rhythm Records at 615-470-
5451.

HYMNS: the A Cappella Sessions

The Nelons

Daywind Records

Producers: Lari Goss, Jason Clark

The Nelon’s Acappella Hymns project has been 
a true blessing since we received it! There are sweet 
harmonies and magnificent arrangements on 10 songs; 
however several of these are medleys of two or more 
songs, incorporating other hymns with the same subject 
vein. Trust me, you will enjoy this recording over and 
over again, and if you’re like me, you’ll hear some new 
vocal transition each time you play it. 

Jason Clark and Lari Goss have arranged each 

hymn to suit the excellent vocals of Kelly, Amber, Au-
tumn and Jason so that the message touches your heart. 
There is nothing here but pure, satisfying music. 

Beginning with an exceptional version of “The 
Hallelujah Chorus,” and ending with “I Need Thee Every 
Hour,” there is more than an hour of vibrant songs for the 
soul. Most of us grew up singing many of these songs in 
our church services; however, we never quite heard them 
as beautifully performed as you will hear them here. 

One medley combines “Sweet Hour Of Prayer,” 
“If I Could Hear My Mother Pray Again” and “Pray.” 
Another interesting combination is “Keep On The Firing 
Line” and “Onward Christian Soldiers,” and remember, 
all of these are sung with no music. 

Other songs on the play list include a fantastic 
version of “There Is A Fountain” featuring Jason; “Do 
Unto Others” sung as a spiritual; and my favorite of all, 
“Since Jesus Passed By.” I promise, you will love these 
songs and be totally blessed. 

Get your copy by contacting their home office at 
888-887-2009.
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By Jennifer Campbell

The 
Lifeboat

Every time I look at the headlines in the news-
paper or watch the news on television, it saddens me to 
see how this world is declining so rapidly. Many people 
have become lovers of money, lovers of evil, and even 
lovers of themselves. Some individuals have no regard 
for human life, whether the human is an adult or even a 
newborn baby. Even in my short 32 years on this planet, 
I can see the numerous changes that have taken place 
since the 1980’s. Some of these changes have been 
good; however, some of them have simply led to de-
structive ends. In reality, this world resembles a sinking 
ship. I am so thankful that I have a personal relationship 
with Jesus Christ to carry me through the storm. He is 
my Peace for the present and Hope for the future. Jesus 
Christ is the Lifeboat for all who believe in Him.

Looking back in history, there was another 
time when the world became corrupt to the point that 
God wished His Creation did not even exist. There 
was so much wickedness on this earth, the Bible says, 
“The Lord regretted that he had made human beings on 
the earth, and his heart was deeply troubled” (Genesis 
6:6). Just imagine. The humans on earth had gotten so 

evil that their very own Creator regretted creating them 
and was troubled by what He saw. Only one man was 
found to be worth saving. God’s Word goes on to say, 
“But Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord” (Genesis 
6:8).

But Noah: those two little words saved a fam-
ily’s life forever. Noah was different than the rest of 
the population. Let’s just say he stood out from the 
crowd. God saw something special in Noah and his 
family. Genesis 6:9 reads, “Noah was a righteous man, 
blameless among the people of his time, and he walked 
faithfully with God.” I’m sure Noah wasn’t perfect. 
He probably slammed a few doors in his time and he 
may have gotten upset if one of his sons didn’t do their 
chores the first time they were asked. But he didn’t 
engage in wicked deeds and sinful ways. Noah trusted 
God and knew that the Lord would take care of them.

What would you do if God came to you and said 
that He was going to destroy the earth because of the 
destruction people had brought into the world (Gen-
esis 6:13)?  Would you make a phone call, Facebook 
about it, or just sit down and cry? Noah didn’t question 



God.  He didn’t have a panic attack either. Instead, he 
listened intently to all of the instructions, detailing the 
size of the ark that he was to construct, what animals 
to bring aboard, how much food to pack, and all of the 
other tasks that must be completed. Then the Bible says, 
“Noah did everything just as God commanded him” 
(Genesis 6:22). Noah didn’t just do half of the job and 
then sit down to watch his favorite program on televi-
sion. He simply did what God asked him to do.

So many times we complain about jobs that the 
Lord asks us to do.  Sometimes we are tired and it’s 
hard to find energy to get the job done.  Other times 
people often try to discourage us, even though we 
know God has enabled us for the task at hand.  I am 
sure Noah was discouraged when his friends laughed 
at him for building an ark. They had never seen a flood 
like that before.  They surely thought Noah had lost 
his mind.  Look at Noah, building that atrocity!  And 

bringing all of those animals so close 
to where our children play!  Something 
must be done to prevent such outlandish 
behavior!

But God had asked Noah to 
accomplish a monumental task. Noah 
ignored the backlash from the oppos-
ing side and immediately obeyed God. 
He just got the job done. Oh, and Noah 
didn’t try to cut corners when building 
the ark. He accomplished the task pre-
cisely as God commanded.  Noah did 
all of this without complaining, even at 
the age of 600 years old.

God provided a lifeboat, so to 
speak, for Noah and his family, along 
with two of every clean animal. Every-
thing else was destroyed. Because Noah 
found favor in the eyes of the Lord, he 
and his family were spared.  God tells 
Noah that the rainbow will be a sign of 
the covenant between God and all life 
on earth, promising never to destroy 
the earth by flood waters again.  The 
rainbow is a promise not only to Noah 
and his family, but also to you and me. 
God will be our Shelter from the storm. 
Just as this world seemingly spirals out 
of control, we have a safe haven in the 
midst of the tumultuous seas. Every 
single person, young or old, who puts 
their trust in Jesus Christ, will be saved.

Whatever you are going through right now, 
there is no situation too hard for God to handle.  Jesus 
even told His disciples, “‘With man this is impossible, 
but with God all things are possible’” (Matthew 19:26).  
God is greater than every prison, every hospital, every 
nursing home, every bottle of alcohol, and every other 
thing that may try to pull you away from the love of 
Jesus Christ.  The Bible says that nothing can separate 
us from the love of Jesus Christ (Romans 8:39).  He 
will rescue us when the raging waters rise.  He will be 
our beacon in the night, directing us toward safety.  No 
matter what you are facing today, remember that Jesus 
Christ is your Lifeboat.
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By Angela Griffin

   

Guy Penrod and The Nelons 
In Concert

   Global Promotions hosted Guy Penrod along 
with The Nelons at the District 5 Fine Arts Center, Dun-
can, South Carolina, on Friday, June 27th, 2014. You 
could feel the excitement building throughout the audi-
ence as the start time grew closer. Paul Pitts of Global 
Promotions opened the concert paying tribute to all the 
veterans. 
   The Nelons! Kelly, Amber, Autumn and Jason 
kicked off the evening with the classic “Life’s Railway 
To Heaven.” You could hear the audience singing along 
to the words of this old favorite. What a great song to 
kick off the evening concert with. They immediately 
followed with an a cappella rendition of  “Down To The 
River To Pray.” Jason then wowed the audience with 
his bluesy rendition of “I Don’t Want to Get Adjusted 
to This World.” The evening was off to a great start and 
the audience was alive and well!
  Jason greeted the audience and introduced The 
Nelon’s most requested song “Oh, For a Thousand 
Tongues.” The evening concert quickly transitioned into 
a time of worship as they sang the beautiful words. You 
could hear the many shouts of “Amen!” sweeping over 
the Fine Arts Center. 
   As the audience continued to worship, Kelly 
began to share: “You know, we go through life not 
knowing what we may face from day-to-day. My 
father would say to me, ‘What will you do when I’m 
not here?’ I would never talk to him about it, because I 

didn’t want to face it. Losing my father was devastat-
ing. Guy Penrod is here tonight and I’m not sure why 
this stands out, but at my father’s funeral we marched 
out singing “Oh, Come Angel Band.” I remember Guy 
being the first one to come over and hug me. That 
was a difficult time in my life but you know we really 
don’t have to worry at all, because we know who holds 
tomorrow. I want Autumn to sing a Dottie Rambo song 
that’s simply entitled ‘I Know Who Holds Tomorrow’ 
now.”  The blending of Autumn’s sweet angelic voice 
with the high harmonies of Amber and Kelly on the 
chorus brought down a little bit of heaven to earth. It 
was mesmerizing! 
   Another touching song by Autumn was “Grand-
pa.” This song was so fitting on many different levels. 
Grandpa Rex would be so proud of his granddaughters. 
It was evident that his legacy lives on through the min-
istry of The Nelons. The song itself related to the day 
and age in which we live. It was such a great song that 
will have one reminiscing about days gone by and the 
audience was eating it up like candy.
   Jason began to speak about The Nelons’ latest  
a cappella compilation hot off the press. He then asked 
the audience, “Could we share one of our latest releases 
off the project with you tonight?” The audience erupts 
with a hearty, “Yes!”  They began to sing the “Hallelu-
jah Chorus.” Wow, you could feel the energy radiating 
from the stage! Awesome performance and the audience 



loved it! 
   They followed with the heartwarming song, 
“Excuse Me, Are You Jesus?” I watched as those 
around me wiped tears from their eyes while the video 
played in the background. It portrayed the story of a 
blind girl who tries to pick up apples that are scattered 
on the ground. This was a beautiful song and Jason did 
an amazing job delivering the story through song. After 
the song ended, The Nelons sang the chorus again a 
cappella. Not a dry eye in the building! Amber’s flaw-
less performance of “More Than Wonderful” followed, 
and the audience was on their feet! What an awesome 
time of worship! With the audience still standing, The 
Nelons began to sing “Going Home with Jesus!” It was 
a fan favorite for sure. They exited the stage with the 
audience wanting more.  

Guy Penrod made his way to the stage singing, 
“Leaning On the Everlasting Arms” followed by “Vic-
tory In Jesus”and the audience was cheering! He began 
to speak about the many blessings God has given him in 
life, which led him to sing. “Count Your Blessings.”    

Guy’s band kicked off a song and the audience 
joined right in singing with Guy, “..We will understand 
it better by and by.” People worshipped as they then 
joined Guy in singing, “There’s Not A Friend Like The 
lowly Jesus”. Guy began to sing his Dad’s favorite song 
“He Hideth My Soul.” Another beloved hymn of the 
church “The Old Rugged Cross” was Guy’s grandfa-
ther’s favorite song. His kids on the other hand had Guy 
learn “You Reign” which is a little more contemporary. 

Guy brought The Nelons back on stage with him 
to finish out the first half. They begin to sing “Holy, 
Holy, Holy.” The audience was on their feet praising 
God. As the spirit was moving they all began to sing: 
“’Tis So Sweet To Trust In Jesus.” Such a sweet spirit 
filled the auditorium. Guy remarked, “…kind of hard 
to break after that.” The audience laughed. The music 

kicked in and Guy ended the first half of the concert 
with the song, “Jessie Taylor.” He then introduced a 
representative from Compassion International who 
made their way on stage presenting a video display-
ing the need for child sponsorships in poverty-stricken 
countries.  

After a short intermission, The Nelons return 
to the stage singing, “Yes, I Know.” Another audience 
favorite was, “Keep on The Firing Line,” sung a cap-
pella. The audience was on their feet as The Nelons left 
the stage. 

Once again Guy Penrod made his way back to 
the stage to close out his final set of the evening singing 
“Breathe Deep” and “Why Me, Lord”. Guy shared, “We 
want to leave you with a song that we sang for years to-
gether in the Homecoming settings. We’ve lost so many 
through the years. Well, we really haven’t lost them, we 
know where they are. We miss them.” 

Guy along with The Nelons sang the final song 
of the night together “Because He Lives.” What a great 
night of praise it was! 

Get on board with Global Promotions by visit-
ing their website at www.globalpromo.org for a com-
plete list of upcoming concerts. 

http://www.globalpromo.org/




How long can four days last? Jesus loved to visit the 
home of Mary, Martha and Lazarus. Sometimes when 
the crowds got to be overwhelming, the road got to be 
a little too long and He needed to just get away for a 

while, Jesus loved to retreat to their home for some old-
fashioned rest and relaxation. 

He loved these three people as well. Mary used to chal-
lenge Him with theological questions about what He 
taught. Then to demonstrate that she had an innate 

belief in what He said about Himself, she was known to 
have broken open an alabaster box and poured expen-
sive perfume on Him as an act of worship. Yes, Jesus 

loved Mary. 
He sure did love Martha too. Everybody loves a good 

cook and Martha was really a super cook. She could take 
a pot of turnip greens, throw a chunk of ham in there 
and change it from greens to greens! Jesus loved that. 

Come to think of it, I do too. 
Lazarus was His good friend. They laughed together, 

probably fished together, discussed the sports and 
politics of their day; yes, Lazarus was a good and trusted 

friend. I see why Jesus loved their place so much.
One day though, as it does in every home, crisis came. 
Lazarus got sick. Not just a little sick, really sick. In fact 
if you read the story from back to front you know that 

in fact Lazarus died from his illness. Mary and Martha 
sent a message to Jesus: “Lord, the one you love is sick.” 

They expected Him to come. 
Well, they sent Him the message about a sick relative 

and He didn’t come. He didn’t call; He didn’t even send 
a card that said He was remembering them in prayer. In 
fact, the silence from Jesus to their request was deafen-

ing! They must have been confused, especially when 
Lazarus died. There was still no word from Jesus. 

“He ate our food, now He can’t even send us a word to 
let us know He got our message,” Martha must have 
said. I’m sure Mary must have wondered aloud, “He 

acted like He enjoyed my company, He knew I believed 
in Him and now He is nowhere to be found.” Perhaps 

their thought was that they overestimated their friend-
ship with Him. Maybe they or He overestimated His 

ability to actually do all the things He talked about, and 
now that a real situation existed that would ‘put Him to 
the test,’ He just steered clear to avoid embarrassment. 

They must have wondered about all of these things. 
All they knew was that they had a need that only He 

could meet and He was not anywhere to be seen. 
You’ve been right there, haven’t you? “Lord, I have not 
missed a Sunday. I’m a teacher, a deacon, a committee 
member, I give, I sing in the choir and I’ve supported 

Four Days of Waiting
By Dr. Jeff Steele



missions. Nobody’s been more faithful than me and 
now I have a need, and I’ve asked you for help, and You 

haven’t come!” 
For Mary and Martha it was four days after Lazarus died 
before Jesus showed up. They were asking, and some of 

you are asking: “How long can four days last?” 
Four days. The time between when we KNOW we have 
a need that only God can meet and the time when He 

shows up to do something about it. 
There are several things you can know during your four 
days of waiting: Number one: You can know that He IS 

coming. He may not come when you WANT Him to 
come but He IS coming! So while you’re waiting don’t 
come out of the prayer closet, don’t throw away your 

Bible, don’t stop coming to church, don’t stop serving or 
sharing or participating in the work. Just know that no 

matter what it looks like or feels like, Jesus is on the way 
and He WILL be there and when He gets there you want 

to be found ready and waiting for Him.
Number two: You can know that He already KNOWS 
what He’s going to do when He gets there. Just like He 

may not come when you want Him, He also may not do 
what you have asked Him to do when He gets there. If 

He doesn’t then rest assured what He does will be better 
than what you asked for in the first place. 

Mary and Martha sent word and asked for a healing. 
Jesus, knowing what He was going to do when He got 
there, knew that a resurrection beats a healing any day 
of the week! They didn’t get what they asked for - they 
got something better! And as a result after Lazarus was 

raised, the scripture says many got saved!
Number three: What you go through during your four 
days of waiting will end up being for YOUR good and 
God’s glory. Paul said in Romans 8:28 that all things 

work together for good to those who love God and are 
called according to His purpose. Hang on, pray on, 

believe on and press on. Even in the four days of waiting 
that many of you are in right now, remember that He’s 
coming, He knows what He’s going to do when He gets 
there, His plan is better than ours anyway and He has 
promised and He is bound by that promise that every-
thing in our lives (good, bad and ugly) is working out 

for OUR good and His glory!
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with your best Concept Video and full Concert Video for prices that beat any in the industry. 

Mansion Media is currently producing “Con-
cept Music Videos”, “Talk Shows”, “Teen Music 
Shows”, and “Gospel Music Shows” that are 
distributed by Mansion Media to over 150 mil-
lion households across the US and Canada each 
week!  WE CAN DO THE SAME FOR YOU!
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Sharron Kay King has been singing her particular brand 
of Country-Southern Gospel for many years, telling the 
world how the Lord brought her out of a life of addic-
tions and into His abundant life of music and ministry. I 
have known Sharron for many years and have appreci-
ated her sweet spirit, down-to-earth nature and gentle 
smile. Sharron has had many charting songs, has been 
nominated and awarded several times, and has traveled 
many miles to share her life story. Today she takes a 
moment to share a bit of her story with us. 

Rob: What is your latest recording and can you tell us 
how it came to be?
  
SKK: My latest project is The Story of My Life, for that 
is what my ministry is all about. This project features 
12 songs, most of which I wrote. I had the privilege 
of co-writing a couple songs with Steve and Annie 
Chapman for this project. This CD features songs from 
different chapters of my life with the hopes of illustrat-
ing through song, the story of my life. My youngest 
daughter Liz also helped me on this with her amazing 
voice. I also leased the track to “Alabaster Box” which 
she sings beautifully.   

Rob: What is your latest single and what does it mean 

to you? 

SKK: My latest single, “This Story of My Life” is one 
I wrote. This song is special to me in many ways. I was 
on a dead-end road leading straight to the pit of hell 
until I laid down my pen and allowed Jesus to re-write 
the pages of my life. We may think we know what is 
best for us but in all reality, we haven’t a clue. God 
is the Author and the Finisher of our faith. He knows 
our beginning and our ending so why not let Him have 
control of it?  

Rob: What does it mean to you to be an encourager and 
why is that important to you?

SKK: Many times throughout my life I have needed 
encouragement, as we all do and many times I wasn’t 
able to get it. So, to be an encourager to others, gives 
me joy in knowing that God is able to use me to help 
others believe. 

Rob: How many children and grandchildren do you 
have and how do you find time for all of your family? 

SKK: I am the proud mother of three. I have two beau-
tiful daughters and one amazing son. I did the very best 

By Rob Patz
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I could in raising them and teaching them about Jesus 
and trusting in His plan for their lives. My children 
often times were the reason I kept trying harder to be 
a better person.  I have seven wonderful grand babies; 
five girls and two boys. My grandchildren range from 
three- to 15-years-of-age and I love them with all my 
heart. Being on the road full time limits my visits with 
them so I miss out on a lot of functions but thank good-
ness for face time and social media. 

Rob: How do you go about the writing process for your 
songs? 

SKK: Sometimes it’s a simple word or phrase I may 
hear from a sermon or just a conversation that will 
inspire me for a song. Most of my songs come from 
personal experiences, trails, heartaches and life lessons. 
I find it hard to write about something I have never had 
to walk through. 
Rob:  What is your favorite place to eat on the road? 

SKK: Oh golly, I have a few places depending on where 
I am. I love picking up some goodies in Gainesville, 
Texas from ‘Fried Pies.’ If I’m in Richmond, Indiana 
(my hometown), you just can’t find a better pizza any-
where than ‘Clara’s.’ And I recently discovered another 
favorite for breakfast and that’s ‘Old West’ in Sanger, 
Texas. I love finding mom ‘n’ pop places off the beaten 
path. I love trying something new wherever I am. I tend 
to stay away from the greasy spoons dives. 

Rob:  What is something about you that most people 
don’t know? 

SKK: I’m kind of a loner. For most of my adult life I 
have been alone and I guess you just get use to that. I 
love people and being around friends and family, but 
I tend to stay to myself for the most part. I suffer from 
OCD too, which drives me crazy!
 
Rob: What do you tell people who are grieved about 
their past? 

SKK: We all have a story. Most of us have things we 
are not proud of. But instead of allowing our past to 
haunt us and weigh us down, we need to learn how to 
use it to glorify the Lord. He made it possible for us 
to overcome our past by the shedding of His precious 
blood. Our testimonies are given to us as a tool to be-
come overcomers. I share my story everywhere I go and 
encourage others to share theirs. We are made overcom-
ers by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of our 
testimonies; Rev 12:11. Your story could be the key that 
unlocks someone else’s prison.

Rob:  What is your favorite bible verse and why is it 
your favorite? 

SKK: I have many favorites and some that I refer to. 
One is Psalm 34:4: “I sought the Lord, and He heard 
me, and delivered me from all my fears.” No matter 
what I face in life, this scripture assures me that if I 
seek Him, if I call upon Him, He will hear me and help 
me. 

Rob: If you could ask God to develop in you a talent 
you don’t currently have, what would that be? 

SKK: Oh gee, there are many talents I’d love to posses. 
But, if I had to choose just one it would be business. I 
have always wanted to own and run a ladies boutique or 
antique store. I love junking way too much so it prob-
ably wouldn’t do me a bit of good, for I would want to 
keep everything! 

Many thanks to Sharron for sharing her heart with us 
today. I urge you to go and experience the music of 
Sharron Kay King live; hear her story and listen to her 
heart as her voice finds its way to your soul. Visit her 
website today at www.sharronkay.com .

http://www.sharronkay.com
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Featured Groups for August

Ascension Quartet
http://www.theascensionqt.com

Appointed Quartet
http://www.appointedqt.com

Blackwood Brothers Quartet
http://www.blackwoodbrothers.com

Bradford Ministries
http://www.facebook.com/bradfordministries1

The Bridgemans
http://www.thebridgemans.com

The Collisons
http://www.collisontrio.com

Divine Mercy
http://www.divinemercysingers.com

4 His Praise Trio
http://www.4hispraisetrio.org

Four The Cross
http://www.gospelgigs.com/4thecross

Full Life Trio
http://www.fulllifetrio.com

GladHeart
http://www.gladheartquartet.com

Gospel Messengers
http://www.gospelmessengersministries.org

The Helmsmen
http://www.thenewhelmsmen.com

The Heritage Quartet
http://www.theheritagequartet.com

The Inmans
http://www.theinmans.com

Jeff Steinberg Ministry Team
http://www.tinygiant.com

Jim Sheldon
http://www.jimsheldonmsic.com

John & Dody Martin
http://www.martinminitries.org

LeFevre Quartet
http://www.thelefevrequartet.com

Living Fountains
http://www.gospelgigs.com/livingfountains

Lumber River Quartet
http://www.lumberriverministries.com

The Masters Men + 1
http://www.mastersmenquartet.com

Masters Promise
http://www.masterspromise.com

Mercy River Quartet
http://www.mercyriverqt.com

One Way Quartet
http://www.onewayquartet.org

Persuaded
http://www.youtube.com/user/

PersuadedVideo

Support Southern Gospel music and support these groups the next time they’re in your area.

Pine Ridge Boys
http://www.pineridgeboys.com

Roger Wells Ministries
www.rogerwellsministries.com

Siouxland Gospel Promotions
http://www.facebook.com/

SiouxlandGospelPromotions

Soul Seeking Disciples
http://www.gospelgigs.com/thessds

Sounds of Jericho
http://www.soundsofjericho.com

Southern Plainsmen Quartet
www.southernplainsmen.com

Stephen Wood
http://www.gospelgigs.com/

stephenwoodministries

Three Parts Grace
http://www.gospelgigs.com/threepartsgrace
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   Drummond 

      In the world of Gospel Music there is nothing 
more encouraging than to see a family unite together 
with the talents given them by God our Father to use for 
His glory. The Drummond Family from Florida has been 
blessed to sing for 18 years for the purpose of telling the 
world about Christ through song. Though many of the 
original members are no longer with them, it seems the 
calling and talents continue to be passed on through the 
generations. 
 Success is a word that should be synonymous 
with The Drummond Family, as they have received nu-
merous awards, honors, and charting songs. “Walk On” 
by Michelle Drummond charted four months straight 
in 2011 in Power Source Charts. 2012 saw two of their 
original songs “Hope in the Valley” and “Grounded” 
chart in the top 40 Southern Gospel Times and several 
awards from GCGMA and NACMAI for; video of the 
year, vocal group of the year, and songwriter of the year. 
Awards were no stranger in 2013 either with two more of 
their original songs “The Way To the Cross” and “God’s 
in Control” reaching the top 80 in Singing News as well 
as Southern Gospel Times and Music To Radio.
      If you have not been blessed to be in concert with 
the Drummond Family yet, let me tell you what a treat 
you have in store! You will experience family harmony, 

musical talent and anointing all rolled into a power-
packed concert. Pat and Michelle Drummond are living 
testimonies to the healing and restoring power of God’s 
ability to heal pain and bring joy and peace into the lives 
of broken people. These two began their lives together 
after a season of great personal pain in each of their lives, 
but God brought them together and united two families 
and with love to form one great family. 

Pat and Michelle Drummond say they were great-
ly influenced in their lives by their parents who instilled 
in them the love of Christ, morals, values and a deep love 
of music. They have taken the lessons and examples from 
their lives and created a group that transforms others 
through song. “It is the lyrics that can touch a heart and 
change a life, and we have seen it first hand,” states the 
Group.
      The Drummond Family enjoys all types of music, 
but Southern Gospel is their root. They sing Bluegrass 
Gospel, and Country Gospel but always return to their 
first love, Southern Gospel. While traveling they have the 
opportunity to sing in many different venues both indoors 
and out. While a church setting is the most comfortable 
for the group, they state they like to reach out beyond the 
four walls of the church building to encounter a soul that 
may not visit church or even thought about going. 

Family

The



Pat Drummond says, “God has ordained us to 
go beyond the walls, to break down the walls and reach 
the lost and dying that cannot be reached from inside the 
church.”  When I inquired about one of the most unique 
things they have witnessed in ministry, he told me that 
just this year a 77-year-old man walked down the aisle 
and accepted Christ as his Savior. In another instance a 
young drug-addicted mother accepted Christ and was 
instantly changed. These types of results are what the 
Drummond Family pray and seek God for; that they 
would not be just singers, but also an avenue for God to 
work through.
      While there are many different song styles to 
sing and choose from, the group states they enjoy singing 
the tunes that are written within the group, and the old 
hymns. They stated, “It just doesn’t get any better than 
an old Red Back Hymnal song.” That’s why they have 
just recorded a project called, Mama’s Favorite Hymns. 
This new project will be a CD/DVD with 12 songs from 
the Red Back Hymnal recorded live at Grace Assembly 
in Chipley Florida with a 26-member choir backing the 
group.
      The Drummond Family started out on Easter 
Sunday in 1996 and has continued to spread the Gospel 
over the country to this day. Only three of the original 
members remain but God has truly blessed this group 
with additional talent from within their family. 

Pat Drummond an original member is the man-
ager for the group. He sings, preaches, drives the bus 
and gets them where they need to be. Many things have 
changed throughout the years, but the group states that 
Pat’s love for his children, as well as his belief in God’s 
love and great power to save the lost, has never wavered. 
      Pat’s wife Michelle serves as the group’s sound 
engineer and booking agent. In addition to keeping the 
family on schedule she is known as a “mighty prayer war-
rior” and songwriter for the group.
      Pat and Michelle’s daughter Meagan came into 
the group with a great variety of talents that include 
songwriting, vocals and graphic design. She designs all 
the artwork for the group, and at 25 years old she has 
completed a dual degree in Psychology and Criminology. 
She writes the songs that reach out to the youth that the 
Drummond Family encounters in their ministry.
      Becky Nixon, a cousin of Pat Drummond and 
one of the original members of the group, sings with that 
good old-fashioned anointing. Becky sings the songs of 
faith with feeling because she has first-hand knowledge 
of God’s power and provision. She has been through the 
fire with health issues. Pat says that through everything, 
Becky has never wavered in her calling and remains 
focused on spreading the gospel through music. He also 
says that Becky has never missed leaving on the bus, ex-

cept one time, in all these years she has always remained 
constant.
      Greg Broome joined the group and is Pat’s neph-
ew and one who loves the old Hinson style songs. He is 
blessed to play the bass guitar as well as singing. Greg 
has also answered the call to carry the gospel through 
preaching.
      Greg’s wife Christie sings the high part for the 
group and also plays the piano with a sweet spirit that 
reaches out and touches others in need.
      Greg and Christie’s son Nathan has accepted his 
first opportunity to serve by becoming a member of this 
amazingly talented family. Nathan is gifted with the musi-
cal ability to play piano, drums and guitar.
      In every group there are many different personali-
ties and there has to be a clown somewhere to keep the 
lighter side of the group going! This group is no different 
accept there are two clowns here- Pat Drummond (“Ru-
fus”) and Greg Broome (“Cletus”). When I asked about 
one of the more “interesting” moments the group may 
have experienced, this is the story they told:

“Pat had to pull the bus back onto the road af-
ter singing but instead of the road, we ended up over a 
culvert and into a big ditch. Pat was yelling at everyone 
to “HOLD ON” because he would have to “FLOOR IT” 
to get it out of the ditch. Well, needless to say that during 
the “Floor It” part everyone ended up being thrown in 
the floor while the refrigerator slid out into the hallway. 
When the bus finally stopped everyone was laying in the 
floor and the refrigerator was in the aisle, but we were 
okay and that is all that mattered.” It was a sight to see.

The Drummond Family will be busy spreading 
their music and the message of God’s love throughout 
the country reaching beyond the walls of the church to 
see lives changed by God. Though singing is mostly how 
they are known, they also conduct revivals and would 
love nothing more than to hold a weekend revival in your 
church if you would like. The vision of this entire fam-
ily is to see the lost and dying come to the knowledge of 
Christ as their Savior and be forever changed.
      

If you would like to contact The Drummond Family, visit 
www.drummondband.com

mailto:rob%40sgnscoops.com?subject=Ad%20Space%20Inquiry
http://www.drummondband.com
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Faith-based films are on the rise and becoming more 
mainstream as the inspiring, unique storylines and quality 
acting captivate Christian and non-Christian viewers alike. 
Another draw is the familiar faces of Christian music artists 
who are demonstrating skills beyond singing. Recent films 
have featured artists such as Steve Curtis Chapman, Michael 
W. Smith, Jason Crabb and Karen Peck Gooch. The latest 
award-winning artist to join a faith-based film is Kelly Nelon 
Clark.

Kelly Nelon Clark and The Nelons have been on 
many stages, presenting quality Christian music for thousands 
of fans. Kelly is now beginning to realize another dream, 
that of acting, instead of singing, on stage as part of Dancer. 
Many of us never knew that the brunette songstress was also 
an actor. “I was in an episode of  ‘Drop Dead Diva’ where I 
played an attorney,” says Clark. “And a few other shows that 
were filmed in the Atlanta area. Atlanta is becoming the third 
capital of films in my opinion, which is exciting.” 

Many of us might consider that singing and acting are 
closely related, with skills that easily transferred between each 
type of performance. Clark says, “I have always loved theater 
and film. If you look back to around 1980 you can see where 
I mentioned that it was a secret dream of mine. I have to give 
credit to a friend in Dallas, Georgia, who invited me to acting 
classes, Elizabeth Hale. I went with her the first time and I 

loved it! We all sat around with different scripts and each had 
our turn. It sounded really good in my head but when it came 
out the first time I felt heat come to my face. I didn’t quit; I 
just kept going back every week for that four-hour class. I’m 
still learning, but I’m loving it.”

Clark is thrilled to have been considered for this film. 
“A friend of mine, Ken Dohse, who is also in the film made 
me aware of ‘Dancer.’ I submitted [my biography] to them 
and they looked it over and determined that I would be a good 
fit for ‘Heather’s Mother’.” Another aspect to the character is 
her ability to shine as a singer as well, which fits Kelly Nelon 
Clark perfectly. “We have not begun filming yet, but the crew 
plans on filming at one of our concerts to bring that part of me 
into the character also.  I hope to let my friends know where 
and when this will be filmed so if they live in the area they 
can join us.”

Dancer also stars Marcus Miller, Michael Joiner 
and Will Roberts. The story, based in a mega-church, fo-
cuses people’s attention on how anyone’s talents can be used 
by God. “I will say this story will cause you to think about 
people who may not be just like you but how God uses them 
in miraculous ways,” says Clark. “God can use all of us in our 
own unique ways. The “dancer” in this film will show how 
God can use us in our innocence and child-like faith even 
when those around us may think otherwise. I play the part of 

By Lorraine Walker
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Joins Dancer 



a mega-church Pastor’s wife who is also a successful Gospel 
singer. I am also the mother of the character Heather who 
battles some things on her own.”

Mustard Seed Productions is behind Dancer, which 
is written and directed by Darren Cole Butcher. According 
to Butcher, Clark is a natural fit for this character. “Well, it’s 
a God pick,” says Butcher. “Kelly has a charisma to her that 
comes from God’s gift in her life, plus the natural talent that 
she has crafted and refined throughout her life. Kelly and her 
passion match that of Dancer, so it is a win-win for everyone. 
In Dancer, Kelly will be a Pastor’s wife that plays a major 
role in her daughter’s marriage and faith decisions. Through 
her character we want to show that (within today’s church) 
image is not everything and there is depth in what some 
people call worldly and shallow.”

Clark is also a big fan of Butcher’s. “As I’m writing, 
we haven’t begun filming yet but I will say from talking with 
Darren Butcher, he is a God-filled man. One day while feeling 
a little overwhelmed with all that’s going on, I received a call 
from him and he prayed for me on the phone and I felt the 
love and power of God as he did. How amazing it is that I am 
doing a film where the people love God, encourage each other 
and pray for one another daily!”

Butcher tells us how the Gospel music community 
can help support Dancer. “[Clark’s] fans and friends can fully 
support her by, first off, praying for us to be a worthy vessel 
for what God wants to do with her in this project. Secondly, 
continue to encourage Kelly in her life and ministry. This role 
is very closely related to what Kelly is in real life and she 
will need to be herself, which is hard to do in entertainment. 

   

Thirdly, spread the word and help get the word out so Kelly 
and this film will get the proper exposure in order that the 
message goes far and wide as possible.” 

For those reading this who also have a theatrical bent, 
Butcher adds, “We have not cast all the characters yet and are 
going through that process now. Anyone interested can still 
submit [biographies] at castingthedancer@mustardtreeproduc-
tions.org .”

Kelly Nelon Clark would love to have her audience 
support this new venture of hers. “All of my friend can like 
the Dancer page and Kelly Nelon Clark page on Facebook, 
follow us on Twitter and on Pinterest. Spread the word every-
where you can. It’s exciting to see how God will use this film, 
Dancer.”

Is it an obvious progression for singers to become 
actors and will we see more success artists from Southern 
Gospel show up on the silver screen? “I don’t know if it is a 
natural progression but it was a desire of my heart that God 
fulfilled,” says Clark. “I think you have to have the desire and 
the want to. Many in our industry would be great at this.  I 
think that people are looking for films that they can take their 
families to and faith-based films are on the rise and that is so 
exciting! God is enlarging our territories in ways we could 
never dream or fathom. It’s all for His glory!”

For more information on the film Dancer: https://www.face-
book.com/TheDancerAgalliao
Kelly Nelon Clark: https://www.facebook.com/kelly.nelon.
clark
For trailers and actor information visit http://www.mus-
tardtreeproductions.org/the-dancer-presentation-page/
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Creekside GMC is getting ever closer and we 
have some exciting news to share this month. You know 
by now that Creekside tickets are free but must be 
reserved. Please make your plans to join us in Pigeon 
Forge, Tennessee on November 3rd through 6th at the 
Smoky Mountain Convention Center. 

We are thrilled this month to announce that 
WATC Channel 57 out of Atlanta, Georgia will be pres-
ent on Monday and Tuesday nights (November 3rd and 
4th) to do a live taping of the evening concerts! Join us 
to participate in all of the events and then invite your 
friends who may not be able to attend to view WATC 
Channel 57 on the web at http://watc.tv/onlinestream-
ing/

On Monday evening we will be presenting the 
Lou Hildreth Honors. Lou is honoring the great Willie 
Wynn this year! “Little” Willie Wynn is a past member 
of the Oak Ridge Boys, Statesmen, Tennesseans, and 
Sweetwater. Part of this evening will include a “Willie 
Bash” with many of Willie’s friends appearing to tell 
stories and sing songs from Willie’s history. Among 
these guests, we will welcome Woodie Wright, as well 
as various members from Sweetwater and the Tennes-
seans. 

Tuesday night we will present the 2014 Dia-
mond Awards, hosted by Tim Lovelace, with special ap-
pearances by Award nominees. You won’t want to miss 

this evening where we honor the best in Gospel music. 
The Diamond Award nominations are still continuing 
on the SGN Scoops website, so drop by to click on the 
link and vote for your favorites in The Diamond Awards 
Top Five - the final round of nominations. Make sure 
your voice is heard and vote today! http://www.sgn-
scoops.com/2014-diamond-awards/

Every day and night of Creekside will feature 
great music, inspiring testimonies and special chapel 
services. If you like to hang out with your favorite art-

ists, the Exhibit Hall will be filled with artist booths and 
the singers waiting to chat with you. 

Other special events at the Convention include 
the Patterson Promotions Showcase, the Morris Music 
Group Showcase and much more. Keep watching for 
more exciting announcements. Don’t miss four days of 
great Gospel music, fellowship and fun. Tickets are free 
and accommodations can be reserved by phone, toll 
free at: 1-800-223-6707 or local call 865-908-3015. For 
online reservations, click onto http://www.smokymoun-
tainconventioncenter.com.

Live Creekside Updates Every Week!
Rob Patz of Coastal Media has been chatting 

with Vonda Easley of Strictly Southern With Vonda Ea-
sley, live on the air every week, bringing updates about 
Creekside. Listen to this show live every Friday to hear 

Creekside Gospel Music Convention

UPDATE
by Lorraine Walker
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all the Creekside inside information. Plus, Vonda is in-
viting all of her listeners who join her at Creekside this 
year to a special meet-and-greet fellowship with dough-
nuts, courtesy of Rob Patz. 

This Doughnut Caper will be held during the 
Creekside event, so don’t miss out! Stay tuned to Vonda 
Easley for more information. Strictly Southern With 
Vonda Easley can be heard every Friday at 10am CST 
on http://www.wpilfm.com/.

Final Notes
Creekside Gospel Music Convention would like 

to hear from you! Tell us what you want to see and hear 
in November. Creekside also needs your help. If you 
would like to volunteer through various promotional ac-
tivities throughout the year, or with onsite tasks during 
the convention, please email Rob at rob@sgnscoops.
com.

For more information, latest news and artists 
scheduled to appear, visit the Creekside page on Face-
book here: https://www.facebook.com/Creeksidegospel-
musicconvention . 

https://www.facebook.com/Creeksidegospelmusicconvention
https://www.facebook.com/Creeksidegospelmusicconvention
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  Mark and Jeri Ferguson of “Sunday in the South” 
hosted a night with The Collingsworth Family at the Spar-
tanburg Municipal Auditorium. The night consisted of two 
live DVD tapings. The first live DVD entitled Majestic, was 
a piano concert featuring the magnificent Kim Collingsworth 
with special guests Tim Parton and Stan Whitmire. The sec-
ond live DVD, The Lord is Good featured all of The Collin-
gsworth Family: Phil, Kim, Brooklyn, Courtney, Phillip and 
Olivia. 

Kim’s brother, Troy Keaton, greeted the audience 
and the evening concert began with an opening prayer. The 
stage was beautifully set with three baby grand pianos. 
You could hear the roar of the audience as Kim made her 
way on stage and began the evening concert on the piano 
with “Goodbye World, Goodbye” and “When the Saints Go 
Marching In.”  

“Well I’ve already heard the tea is sweet and the 
hospitality is very warm and, according to y’all, I think 
Gospel Music is alive and well!” said Kim. The crowd ap-
plauded and gave a mighty roar. “What an honor for us to 
have you here tonight. If you don’t like something on this 
program, I suggest before you get out of your seat, just check 
your pulse! There are a lot of things going on and a lot of 
variety. I have several guests and it’s just going to be a great 
evening.”

Stan Whitmire then took his place at the piano and 
began to play, “What A Day That Will Be”. With a quick 
transition, Tim Parton then began to play, “I’ll Fly Away.” 

As Kim returned to center stage, she began to play, “Good-
bye World, Goodbye” with Tim and Stan accompanying her. 
She then continued the concert with a solo on “Out of the 
Ivory Places” followed by the song “He Came To Me”. Kim 
wowed the audience playing “How Majestic is Your Name”. 

The spirit of worship filled the auditorium as the 
entire Collingsworth Family took the stage and sang, “As 
For Me And My House, We Will Serve The Lord.” Kim then 
introduced her nephew, Jesse Keep. She shared the story 
of how Jesse was diagnosed as a child with a rare cancer 
that eventually took his sight. After losing his sight, Jesse 
would ask his mother when he was going to be able to see 
again. Jesse’s mother prayed that he would make peace with 
his blindness. God granted that prayer and Jesse accepted 
his blindness. God gave him the gift to play the piano. As 
a reflection of his testimony, Jesse played, “Great is Thy 
Faithfulness” which brought the audience to their feet. A 
sweet presence filled the auditorium as the audience joined 
in singing, “Great is Thy Faithfulness”. 

Jesse exited the stage as Kim began to play, “Give 
Thanks” followed by, “ Jesus, We Just Want To Praise You” 
and “I Love You, Lord.” The worship continued as the audi-
ence sang and lifted their voices in praise. Another audience 
favorite was “How Great Thou Art”. Kim continued the 
concert by sharing that her son Phillip would soon begin a 
new chapter in his life with fiancé Charlena, as they would 
be married in a few short days.  Her two daughters, Brooklyn 
and Courtney on the violins, then accompanied Kim and they 
began to play a beautiful medley of love songs. Brooklyn 

In Concert

The 
Collingsworth Family

By Angela Griffin



and Courtney exited the stage while a small choir, consisting 
of Kim’s five angelic nieces all dressed in beautiful white 
dresses, entered the stage. In perfect harmony, they began 
to sing “Somewhere Over the Rainbow” which brought the 
audience to their feet once more. 

Kim returned to the ivories, playing, “I’ll Fly Away.” 
Next, Kim, Stan and Tim played a beautiful rendition of, 
“Carol of the Bells”. As this point in the concert, Kim intro-
duced her brother, Brian Keaton, who was wounded during 
his service in the military. The audience rose to their feet 
clapping, honoring Brian. It was a very moving part of the 
service for sure. Kim also honored Brian’s wife and thanked 
her for tirelessly taking great care of her husband and chil-
dren during the difficult time of their life’s journey. To honor 

her brother, Kim performed a patriotic medley including, 
“God Bless America” and “Pomp And Circumstance”. Kim 
concluded this portion of the piano concert by playing “The 
Battle Hymn of the Republic” with the audience clapping, 
cheering and rising to their feet. What a wonderful time of 
pure worship.

After a brief intermission, the Collingsworth Fam-
ily started with singing the “The Lord is Good,” followed by 
Kim at the piano playing a medley, opening with “He Set Me 
Free”.  Courtney sang lead and delivered a beautiful rendi-
tion of “If He Hung The Moon”, written by Kirk Talley, with 
her sister Brooklyn and mom Kim joining her in beautiful 
harmony on the chorus. At the conclusion of the song, Phil 
announced, “We have the distinct honor of having the song-
writer of that song in our presence tonight...Mr. Kirk Talley 
from Knoxville, TN.”  

As the concert neared its end, an instrumental selec-
tion of “Until Then” was played with Phil on the trumpet 
in the first verse and Kim on the piano on the second verse. 
Kim made her way from the piano back to center stage as 
Brooklyn and Phillip continued in a duet of “Healing In 
His Hands”. Kim then led on the verses of “God is Moving 
Here”. The sweet Holy Spirit began to move and Kim moved 
back to the piano to sing the chorus again. Dad Colling-
sworth continued during this worshipful time by singing 
“The Healer is Here”. 

The evening concluded with a reprise of “Show A 
Little Bit of Love and Kindness”.  What a wonderful night of 
music, laughter, tears and worship with The Collingsworth 
Family.

Be sure to hear the Collingsworth Family when they 
are in your town! Visit their website for more information at 
http://www.thecollingsworthfamily.com/
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“I call heaven and earth as witnesses today against 
you, that I have set before you life and death, blessing 
and cursing; therefore choose life, that both you and 
your descendants may live” Deuteronomy 30:19(KJV)

What’s one of the quickest ways to experience 
positive change in our lives? Choose life. How about 
for weight management, fitness and vibrant health? Yes, 
the “choose life” decision can be made in a minute and 
lived moment-by-moment one day at a time. Choose 
life.

How can a scripture and spiritual directive to 
“choose life” assist us in our goals to be fit witnesses 
spiritually and physically? As busy people, we need 
some practical, proactive tools we can use at a mo-
ment’s notice to help us handle decisions, challenges 
and temptations. 

I have found these two simple, yet startlingly 
powerful words have kept me from falling prey to sud-
den urges for “just one” (bite, cookie, candy bar, soda, 
binge or foray into Debtsville). You may be different, 
but for me “just one” rarely ends with just one. 

Whenever I simply stop and say to myself, 
“I choose life,” my spirit (the real me) rises up with 

strength to overcome the flesh and I’m suddenly able to 
say “No” to the temptation. 

These two potent little words from scripture can 
also help us get moving when our flesh wants to veg out 
in front of the television or skip the fitness break we’ve 
committed to taking that day. 

“I choose life,” I’d say as I laced my running 
shoes and headed for the door or mini-trampoline. 

“Choose life,” I’d say to myself when I wanted 
to pout and “punish” my husband for hurting my feel-
ings instead of forgiving him. Choosing to follow those 
two little words would often turn the whole situation 
around. 
 
What IS “Life”?   
  

Jesus said His words are life. “The words that 
I speak to you are spirit, and they are life,” He said in 
John 6:63.  

Is “choose life” some sort of “magic incanta-
tion” or “lucky charm”? No, certainly not! Both magic 
and luck are part of the enemy’s bag of tricks. When 
you have the blessing and favor of God through your 
relationship with Jesus Christ, you want nothing to do 
with capricious fortune, magic or luck. God’s promises 
are based on truth, not happenstance. 

When you meditate on and speak God’s words, 
you are being “transformed by the renewing of your 
mind” (Romans 12:2).  As your mind is renewed on the 
Word of God, you will be transformed, and part of that 
transformation process relates to the choices and deci-
sions you make.  

We are presented with hundreds, even thousands 
of choices every day, which affect the health, and fit-
ness of our spirit, soul and body. How well I know the 
cry of the flesh, “I want it and I want it NOW!” I had 
to have my favorite snack, drink, a second helping--my 
“fix.” Like a child, I thought only of the desire of the 
present moment and wanted to have my way. Let the 
grown-ups deal with the consequences. It didn’t mat-
ter how strong my will power had been or how solid I 
thought my commitment was, my flesh would scream 
and I’d cave in like a startled soufflé. 

“Choose life.” Again and again those words 
would come to me. I’d be faced with a temptation to 
forgo my food plan for the day, or neglect the exercise 
I’d purposed to do and the words would come to me: 
“Choose life.” I’d want to blow off a commitment I’d 
made, or stay in bed instead of getting up early to invest 
in my relationship with the Lord, and the words would 

By Laurette Willis, CHC

“C h o o se  L i fe : ”  S p i r i t u a l 
Shorthand for the Busy Christian



come to me, “Choose life.” 
A third-party report (i.e. gossip) would come to 

me and I’d want to share the “news” -- then I’d hear the 
words in my heart, “Choose life” calling me to make a 
godly choice. 

To choose life is to choose God’s way of doing 
things. Can we override the gentle nudge of the Spirit 
of God bringing His Word to our remembrance? Yes. 
The Lord’s still, small voice doesn’t come with a two-
by-four to enforce compliance. While we may try “rea-
soning” or bargaining with the Lord, the more time we 
invest in reading, meditating and speaking His Word, 
the more we will want to heed His gentle reminder to 
“Choose LIFE” -- it IS the secret weapon for the Busy 
Christian. 

(Adapted from The Busy Woman’s Guide to Total 
Fitness by Laurette Willis, Harvest House Publishers) 
available at www.PraiseMoves.com .
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Reflections with

“And we all, who with unveiled faces contemplate the Lord’s 
glory, are being transformed into his image with ever-
increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the 
Spirit.”

(2 Cor. 3:18)

If there is one thing I have done, it is spend time in 
front of the mirror—believe you me! Not out of vanity, well 
actually, yes, when I was younger that was exactly why. I 
remember friends telling me that I would not leave the house 
unless every single strand of hair was in place—how could it 
not stay in place? I practically had it super glued straight up 
in the air with cement hairspray (remember the 80’s?)! But, 
as time went on, it became more about projecting a good im-
age and less about sheer vanity. 

Projecting a good image is no problem since man is 
inherently good, right? Wrong! It never ceases to amaze me 
how many people say that children are born good, or even 
perfect. How can this be? Have you ever spent time with a 

child from infancy until, say, two years of age? That child is 
bent on doing the exact opposite of what is good for him or 
her! 

Now don’t misunderstand me, the Bible explicitly 
states that children are a gift from the Lord (Ps. 127:3-5) 
and each child is given a gift from God that is in fact good; 
however, they need to be trained, nurtured and steered by 
“the word of truth.” The book of James (1:17) warns us: 
“Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers. Every good gift 
and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the 
Father…with whom there is no variation or shadow due to 
change. Of His own will He brought us forth by the word 
of truth.” To reiterate: God is truth and does not change. He 
cannot because truth does not change. Since He brings us 
forth in truth, we are to be shaped and molded towards His 
likeness; He does not bend to be more like us. We must be 
transformed into His image (Rom 8:29, Ps. 51:5-6). 

Hence, Scripture tell us to “Train up a child in the 
way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart 
from it” (Prov. 22:6). It doesn’t say, “leave a child alone to 

Mirror Mirror......



his own devices and let him do what he wants to do.” Quite 
the contrary! We read in Proverbs: “There are many plans 
in a man’s heart; nevertheless the counsel of the Lord, that 
shall stand.” In other words, we have many schemes in our 
own hearts but it is the purposes the Lord has for us which 
will stand the test of time. Without His counsel, the prophet 
Jeremiah says: “There is no hope: but we will walk after our 
own devices, and we will every one do the imagination of 
his evil heart” (Jer. 18:12). Further, the prophet, or one that 
speaks God’s truth, informs us in chapter 17: 9-10, that: “The 
heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked; 
who can know it? I, the Lord, search the heart, I test the 
mind.” 

What? The heart: deceitful… and desperately 
wicked? Say it isn’t so! And people wonder why bad things 
happen in this world—the Bible says man’s heart is deceit-
ful! Now, wait a minute… how can an organ that pumps 
blood throughout the body be deceitful or wicked? What is 
this thing called the heart anyway? The dictionary defines it 
as the center of our emotion, the center of our personality, 
intuition and feeling. The heart, then, is so much more than 
an organ! It is the deepest part of you, the core of who you 
are, and the Bible says that that part of you is wicked! 

“What kind of Bible is this?” you say. “I thought 
the Bible was called ‘good news’ and you’re telling me I’m 
wicked? How so? I never murdered anybody… I never had 
an affair… I never did this, and I definitely didn’t do that! 
So, I’ve got a little drinking problem or a little drug problem 
or a little sex problem or a little anger problem, but, hey, you 

don’t know what I’ve been through, lady!” No, I don’t. But, 
I DO know what Jesus suffered for you and your sins…and 
mine, too (Isaiah 53). I also know that Jesus in the book of 
Mathew said that if you have anger in your heart, then you 
have murdered your brother and that if you have lusted after 
another person other than your spouse, you have committed 
adultery. 

That’s ridiculous! Why would Jesus say those 
things? Because the Creator of our hearts knows our hearts 
and can speak on behalf of them. We all have reasons for 
doing the things we do or feeling the things we feel, but that 
doesn’t necessarily justify our behavior or make it pleasing 
and acceptable to God. Clearly, our bloodline is contami-
nated, starting with the heart.

So, lay your pain down before Him, today, and let 
Him carry your burdens and hurts. Call upon His name to be 
your God, your Savior, your rescuer, your counselor, your 
father, your deliverer, your healer and your lover. Jesus is the 
bread of life. He will feed you and raise you up again. He 
will take your wicked and broken heart and create in you a 
clean heart if you will turn away from what you are running 
to and turn towards Him.

Believe that He will do this for as you pray King 
David’s prayer: “Search me, O God, and know my heart; try 
me and know my anxieties; and see if there is any wicked 
way in me… create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a 
steadfast spirit within me” (Psalm 139:23-24, Psalm 51:10). 
Amen.
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Rob Patz is the President and 
CEO of Coastal Media Group. 
Rob has an 18 year history in 
radio hosting the nationally 
syndicated radio show, “The 
Southern Styles Show” since 
its beginning in 1993. Rob is 

also the owner of the internet’s #1 Southern Gospel 
station, SGMRadio.com.  In 2009, Rob Patz acquired 
SGNScoops.com, including the all- digital Scoops 
Magazine and the Diamond Awards. Rob has taken 
part in several Christian television projects working 
in front of the camera and also has helped create 
several syndicated television programs as well. Rob 
does voice work for various outlets including for-
tune 500 companies as well as emceeing concerts 
and special events.  Email Rob at rob@sgnscoops.
com.

Lou Wills Hildreth appears on 
the Gaither Homecoming Vid-
eos, and is a founding member 
of Texas First Family Of Gospel 
Music, the “Singing Wills Family.” 
She helped pioneer Christian 
television as host of “Wills Fam-

ily Inspirational TV.”  After moving to Nashville in 
the sixties, she was the first woman to own an artist 
management agency.  Lou is an inductee of the 
Texas Gospel Music Hall Of Fame, GMA Gospel Mu-
sic Hall Of Fame, SGMA Hall Of Fame at Dollywood, 
and the Christian Music Hall Of Fame.  She is a 
recipient of an Honorary Doctorate Of Sacred Music 
from Louisiana Baptist University.  Recently, Gaither 
Homecoming Magazine named Lou in the “Hall 
Of Honor” series, and the Southern Gospel Music 
Guild gave her a “Lifetime Achievement Award.” Lou 
is celebrating a 65th wedding anniversary in 2011 
with Howard, and they live in Houston near son Dr. 
David Hildreth and daughter Kathryn Mumaw, and 
4 grandchildren. Visit Lou at: http://louhildreth.com

Sandi Duncan Clark and Cliff 
Clark make their home in 
Easley, S.C. where they enjoy 
traveling, gardening, and 
the beautiful South Carolina 
weather. Sandi has worked 
in journalism for more than 

thirty years, and she is thankful that her love for 
God and Gospel music provides a great opportu-
nity to positively impact the careers of so many in 
Gospel music.  Email Sandi at sandi@sgnscoops.
com.

Christian Health & Fitness Ex-
pert Laurette Willis is an author 
with Harvest House 
Publishers, and the Director of 
PraiseMoves Fitness Ministry 
with DVDs, a training 
program and PraiseMoves 

Instructors on four continents (http://PraiseMoves.
com , on Facebook http://on.fb.me/PraiseMoves.  
Laurette invites readers to get started on the road 
to better health and fitness for spirit, soul and body.  
For a free, easy- to- follow 21 day program visit:  
http://ChristianFitnessKit.com

Stephanie Kelley is a public 
speaker and owner of Queen-
O-Q, a blog featuring coupon 
match-ups, freebies, samples 
and information on frugal liv-
ing.  She is married, has three 
children and lives in Washing-

ton State.  Queenoq.blogspot.com

Canadian-born Lorraine Walker 
has a love for Jesus Christ, 
music and writing. The combi-
nation of these passions has 
produced artist features and 
monthly columns for Southern 
Gospel publications including 

SGM Radio website and SGN Scoops Digital maga-
zine. Lorraine desires that the power of the written 
word will glorify her Lord and bring readers closer 
to the love, peace and majesty of the Almighty.  
Email Lorraine at lorraine@sgnscoops.com
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Jennifer Campbell is a singer, song-
writer, musician, and middle school 
English teacher from McAlpin, Florida. 
Along with her passion for teaching, 
she has an even greater passion for 
ministering to others, spreading the 
message that there is joy around the 
bend.  She serves as a group leader for 

Women of Faith, designs websites, and writes an inspira-
tional
blog at http://jenniferjoycampbell.blogspot.com  Learn 
more about Jennifer at 
http://jennifercampbell.net

Angela Griffin is an International Field 
Representative for Love A Child, Inc., 
a 501 c 3 humanitarian organization 
to the island of Haiti. A rich Christian 
family heritage guided her path to 
minister in song to the broken, to feed 

the hungry, and lead others to Christ. On December 31, 
2002 she married Tim Griffin, an accomplished Southern 
Gospel pianist. Tim and Angela then combined their musi-
cal talents and formed the group “The Griffin’s.” They have 
traveled throughout the Southeast spreading the love of 
Christ.

Scott Rhoades is an Inspirational 
Writer, Speaker, Healer, Explorer, and 
Life Traveler who loves to share his ex-
periences, life lessons, and encourage-
ment through publication and speak-
ing in public forums. He is an Assistant 
Professor of Nursing for Indiana Wes-

leyan University School of Nursing’s Post-Licensure Divi-
sion and continues to pursue specialties in aerospace and 
hyperbaric medicine. He is a freelance writer/songwriter 
and the former radio host.  To learn more about Scott, 
please visit his website at: www.scottrhoades.net 

Joan Walker grew up with music in the 
house and first heard Southern Gos-
pel in her early teens.  With almost a 
quirky (some may say ‘weird’) need to 
make sure words are spelled correctly 
and the apostrophes are in the right 
place, she enjoys proofreading the 
articles for the SGN Scoops magazine 

each month...and looks beyond the letters and commas to 
the wonderful words each writer has written.  Joan counts 
it as a blessing in her life to be part of SGN Scoops!

Pete Schwager is a web developer 
and graphic designer with a passion 
for Christ. He was born in Santa Rosa, 
California and moved to Oregon 
where he spent most of his life. 
He now lives in the quiet town of 
Ringgold, Georgia and enjoys living 

in the country with his family. You can find him online at 
http://peteschwager.com

Staci Schwager helps with marketing 
and communication with her  hus-
band’s web design company, Cre8able 
Media.  Together they make a great 
team!  Staci being the   “talkative” one,  
loves being able to communicate one 
on one with clients and organizing 

ideas.   While Pete on the other hand is diving into the 
design and coding  aspects to make the real masterpiece!   
Most of  Staci’s days are filled with preparing homeschool 
lessons for her kids, couponing, gardening, tending to her 
chicken flock and spending as much time on the beauti-
ful, country land God has blessed them with.  
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Richard (Rick) Kiser Jr. is the author 
of the children’s book series, Carly 
and Friends.  He also has written 
one novel, “Forever My Son.”  He 
is a full time computer technician 
and lives in Virginia with his wife 
and two daughters.  To learn more 
about Rick visit his web site www.

carlyandfriends.com

Dixie has been married to Pastor Paul 
Phillips for 35 years. The couple has 
been honored to serve the congrega-
tion of the Gospel Lighthouse Church 
in Floyd, Iowa, for 31 years. They have 
four grown children and four “perfect” 
grandchildren. 
Dixie is a ghostwriter, award winning 

children’s author, and songwriter. She and her sister-in-law 
Sharon won the 2012 Singing News/Solid Gospel Songwrit-
ers Search with their song “Hidden Heroes.” Her favorite 
pastime is counting her blessings. If you’d like to know more 
about Dixie, visit her website at www.floydslighthouse.com 
or www.phillipsandphillipsmusic.com. You can e-mail Dixie 
at Phillips4Him@myomnitel.com.

 My name is Tina Wakefield and I am 
currently Music Minister for Amaz-
ing Grace Worship Center in Alabas-
ter, Al. I have led worship for over 18 
years as well as teach adults how to 
live everyday life in Victory as a 
Christian.  I enjoy playing and 
singing Gospel Music whenever 

and wherever I am invited. I currently have three Cd s 
available on my website at www.tinawakefield.com and 
just released my first music video with Godsey & Associates 
called,” The Choice” available on YouTube. I write a lot of the 
music we sing at church and also record my original songs. 
My family is very ministry oriented with Pastors, Teachers, 
Musicians, and Singers. My heart’s desire is to spread the 
gospel of Christ through any and all open doors that I 
receive.

Dr. Jeff R. Steele is a pastor, conference 
speaker, singer, songwriter, husband, 
father, grandfather and friend. He is cur-
rently the Senior Pastor at Faith Baptist 
Church in Cullman, Alabama.  Their 
services are webcast worldwide; they 
have a weekly television program and 
host an annual Jubilee each August that 

attracts hundreds from around the southeast.  Dr. Steele 
is beginning his eighth year there. As a songwriter Jeff has 
been credited with 17 Number One songs in Christian music 
as well as four BMI Gold Medals for Great National Popular-
ity as measured by Broadcast Performances.  He has also 
been recognized by BMI as Christian Songwriter of the Year 
on several occasions.  The group, The Steeles was featured 
across the nation and was seen on numerous magazine 
covers, feature articles, television and radio programs dur-
ing their ministry on the road. Jeff is still writes songs and 
articles, sings on occasion and speaks in conferences and 
revivals. Jeff is married to Sherry, his wife of 31 years and 
they have three grown children.   Visit Jeff on YouTube,  
Facebook, Twitter and at www.jeffrsteele.com.

Erin Stevens is a uniquely talented 
18 year old shutterbug, singer, guitar 
player, writer, blogger, social net-
worker and shooting coach.  She is 
the owner/operator of Photos For 
Keeps By Erin.  She also travels in full-
time Gospel music ministry with The 
Stevens Family.  Photography is her 
passion, and singing for Christ is her 

calling.  Check out her photography website www.photos-
forkeepsbyerin.com and her ministry website www.stevens-
familymusic.com.

Sherry Anne Lints, a Doctor of Chiro-
practic, singer, speaker, actress, writer 
and fitness trainer, was born with a 
bilateral hearing and speech impair-
ment. She appeared in the films, Clancy 
and The Perfect Gift and was a special 
guest on 100 Huntley Street, in Ontario, 
Canada. She is a contributing author 
for the book, Modern-Day Miracles and 
released her second CD, Keep on Prayin’, 

July 2012 and has opened for many of the Gaither Home-
coming Artists. Additionally, Sherry Anne helps lead worship 
and drama at her church.  For more information, visit: www.
SherryAnne.com.
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After graduating from Middle Tennessee 
State University with a Mass Communi-
cation degree, Craig Harris has been in 
the journalism field for more than 15 
years, working daily as both a photogra-
pher and writer at one of the largest 
non-daily publications in the state of 
Tennessee. He has experience in feature 
writing, news writing, action photogra-

phy, portrait photography, web-site maintenance and 
layout. Craig has been a part of numerous awards, both 
collective and individual honors in the journalism field. He 
has had articles published in numerous newspapers and 
magazines on a variety of subjects, most notably in the 
world of sports.
     Craig’s Southern Gospel interest dates back for approxi-
mately the same time span, having closely followed the 
industry since the later portion of the 1990s. He also per-
formed for seven years with a local trio prior to joining the 
SGN Scoops staff.

John Randolph is a Country Gospel 
singer, songwriter, speaker, business 
leader, husband and father who has a 
burning desire to see the hearts of men 
turn back and embrace the calling that 
God has given us to lead our homes. 
After serving for seven years as the lead 
singer for a regional East Texas South-
ern Gospel Quartet, and two years on 
church staffs as an Interim Worship 

Leader, John is now in his second full year of solo music 
ministry. More importantly, John is finally getting the 
answer to the question he’s asked God for over 20 years…
”why did you let me get this degree in Journalism?” With his 
first full-length solo-project CD under his belt, John has 
been recognized in the Christian Country music genre with 
numerous award nominations including winning the 2013 
Male Horizon Award. His initial single release – Call Me Old 
Fashioned - was a Top 10 Country Gospel Music hit for over 
13 months in 2012. You can learn a lot more about John and 
JR Ministries at www.jrministries.com as well as connect 
directly with him on Facebook (facebook.com/johnrandol-
phministiries). 

 

 
David’s distinctive sound and his abil-
ity to blend perfectly with a variety of 
vocalists has made him a valuable com-
modity on live events as well as in the 
studio.   His compassionate and gentle 
spirit makes him more than an artist, it 
makes him a great friend! 
     David began singing at age 6 with 
family.  In 1990, he filled in for the 

Speer Family and later that year he became the lead vocalist 
for The Trailblazers.  In 2002, Staton filled the lead position 
with Priority.  While with Priority, the group was the resident 
gospel group at the Silver Dollar City theme park in Bran-
son, MO and they performed for over one million people in 
one year.   After the group disbanded in 1995, David con-
tinued to write for artists in many different genres of music 
while occasionally performing solo.  It was during this time 
that his song, “Every Knee Shall Bow”, recorded by Dottie 
Peoples, was nominated for a Grammy Award.  His song, 
“Together We Can” was adopted as the national theme song 
to bring awareness to violence in schools.  The music video 
(Together We Can) that featured many Atlanta based artists 
was shown at the 1999 Grammy Awards show, which helped 
launch the careers of artists like R&B’s Jagged Edge, India 
Arie, and 4.0.  In 2004, David partnered with Mike LeFevre 
to form The LeFevre Quartet.  During the seven years that 
he was the lead vocalist, the group had many hit songs 
and won many awards. After leaving the LeFevre Quartet 
in 2011, Staton began working on a solo project and also 
began singing with Palmetto State Quartet.  The group ap-
peared on television and toured with country music super-
star, Wynonna Judd while Staton was there.   
     Through the years, artists like Gold City, Jeff & Sheri Easter, 
Kingsmen, Singing Americans, Dixie Melody Boys, Imperi-
als, Dottie Peoples, Ball Brothers, LeFevre Quartet, Palmetto 
State Quartet, Priority, Trailblazers, The Greenes, Ivan Parker, 
Brian Free and many more have recorded David’s music. 
From 2005 to 2013, Staton was the Executive Vice President 
for Song Garden Music Group in Nashville, TN.  In recent 
years, the National Quartet Convention has asked David to 
be a part of an industry advisory panel to help artists who 
need assistance and training.  Not only has David made a 
mark as an artist, he is passing on his talent and knowledge 
to new artists, influencing and shaping the future of Gospel 
music.
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 Kelly Nelon Clark is the daughter of 
Gospel Music icon, the late Rex Nelon. 
As part of her father’s group, The 
Nelons, she blazed a musical trail 
bringing a fresh new sound to the 
traditional Gospel quartet style. That 
sound and style influenced a genera-
tion of Gospel music performers and 
can be heard today in the styling of 

groups like the Martins, Point of Grace, The Crabb Family 
and more.
 As The Nelons broke new ground, the Gospel Music 
industry repeatedly recognized their excellence. The group 
won four GMA Dove awards as well as multiple awards 
from readers of Singing News Magazine. Kelly was named 
female vocalist of the year on four occasions and received 
favorite alto vocalist award 3 times. At one time, Kelly was 
the most awarded artists in the history of the Singing News 
Fan Awards. The music industry at large also recognized The 
Nelons with 3 Grammy nominations.
 Today, Kelly currently performs throughout the 
United States, Canada and Europe with her husband and 
two daughters as The Nelons. The group is featured in 
hundreds of churches and concerts each year.  The Nelons 
have been part of Gaither Homecoming concerts sharing 
their music with thousands of Gospel Music fans in sold-out 
arenas across the country. For more information, visit http://
www.kellynelon.com/.

 Marcie Gray was born and raised in 
sunny California, yet always dreamed of 
moving to Tennessee. She had planned 
to move to the south as a young adult 
and sing with a gospel group, after 
being inspired to do so by her Great 
Uncle, Alphus LeFevre. Though it took 
longer than she had expected, in 2011, 
her dream of moving east finally came 
true when her husband, Don, retired 

from the CHP. They packed up their two youngest daugh-
ters, three dogs and two horses and headed east. What a 
blessing to finally be where the tea is sweet, the Southern 
Gospel music is plentiful and there’s a Cracker Barrel on 
every corner!
 Spend ten minutes with Marcie and you’ll learn that 
she is rarely lacking for something to say. Her passion for 
Southern Gospel music, combined with her instinct to be 
behind the camera, makes journalism a very enjoyable out-
let for that “Type A” personality she has been affectionately 
labeled with by her family and friends.

Marcie is a worship leader, vocalist and songwriter. She has 
directed choirs of all ages and given voice lessons for many 
years. Her solo CD, “Almost Home” is expected to be released 
in the Spring of 2014.

Having family in ministry has given Marcie a desire to sup-
port those who are on the road sharing the gospel through 
song. Visit her website at www.graydoveministries.com to 
learn more!

 Lynn Mills is a talented writer who has 
a passion for music, specifically Gospel 
music.  Lynn authors the site Lynn’s 
Chronicles where she shares her 
experiences attending various concert 
events and what people can expect 
should they want to attend.  Also 
featured are CD & DVD Reviews, 
Devotionals, Photos, Video and News 

tidbits.  Keep up with Lynn online at http://lynnschronicles.
com or on facebook @ http://.facebook.com/lynns.chroni-
cles
 

 Vonda Easley is the owner of Hope’s 
Journey Christian Ministries and the 
voice of “The Strictly Southern Show” at 
WPIL 91.7 in Heflin, Alabama on Fridays.

Melissa Joy Wright is a vocalist/musi-
cian/evangelist with the Southern 
Gospel music group The WRIGHTS.  She 
is a wife, mother of three, and servant 
to the Risen Savior.  Melissa is a blog-
ger, focusing her attention on Spiritual 
and Physical Fitness and her passion: all 
things Southern Gospel!  She enjoys 
watching her kid’s activities, running, 
scrapbooking and crafting, and travel-

ing with her family.  Most importantly, Melissa’s calling is to 
spread the gospel of Jesus Christ and further Southern 
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