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Publisher’s
Point

   by Rob Patz

They say time flies when you’re having fun and it’s hard for me to believe that five years ago this month 
we published the first SGN Scoops under the Coastal Media banner! It has been an exciting time of change.

When I took over the helm as the Publisher of this magazine, my desire was to continue to shine a light 
to the world about the great music that I love, which is Southern Gospel. I want to take this opportunity to thank 
Dr. Alan Smith for entrusting my team and I with his dream of a digital magazine.

Over the past five years, you have seen many changes in the magazine. Of course, if you know me, you 
know that I love change. I’m excited that over the next few months we will be unveiling many new things in the 
magazine and on the website.

September also marks the beginning of the National Quartet Convention. We look forward to being there 
again this year and making new friends and catching up on the lives of our friends. 

I love the quote from George Bernard Shaw that says, “Progress is impossible without change, and those 
who cannot change their minds cannot change anything.”1

Hey, don’t forget what is coming up quickly! I want this to be your personal invitation to join me in 
Pigeon Forge, Tennessee in November. Creekside Gospel Music Convention is November third, fourth, fifth and 
sixth. Tickets are free and we want to see you there! As always, if you have any comments or questions, please 
email me at rob@sgnscoops.com …I’m looking forward to hearing from you and seeing you in the upcoming 
weeks.

1. George Bernard Shaw. (n.d.). BrainyQuote.com. Retrieved August 19, 2014, from BrainyQuote.com Web site: http://
www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/g/georgebern386923 
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September has arrived.

In the passenger’s seat are two blessings from above 
… football and the National Quartet Convention. Yes, I can 
hear the hearty amens ringing out.

You don’t have to be biggest sports fan to love foot-
ball.

There are many who are a far cry from sports enthu-
siasts who love football, those who are as unaware as to be 
anxiously – and mistakenly – awaiting the World Series at 
the end of the football season.

As a sports writer by day, I find it odd how many 
girlfriends I have had who didn’t know a football from a bas-
ketball. However, each and every one of them loved going to 
a football game. In fact, they were most often the instigators 
for the next Saturday-afternoon stadium adventure.

Football season will be in full flight this season 
when NQC arrives, a little later in the month than what it has 
been in years past.

I have spent many Saturday afternoons on the final 
day of the National Quartet Convention in a Louisville res-
taurant watching my beloved Volunteers battle those Satan-
ish Gators. I never saw the end of those games. The evening 
concert starts before the third quarter is even well underway. 

That just goes to show that God has a hand in every-
thing though. I didn’t need to see the endings of those games 
… my Vols haven’t won a game in that “rivalry” since 2004 
anyway.

That disappointment didn’t linger once the final 
night of the National Quartet Convention got underway. 
There are always so many emotions for me that go along 
with the ending, not the finale, but the ending.

You’re ready to be home and get back in to your 
regular routine, though you’re not enthused about going back 

to work. You’ve heard enough music over those six or seven 
nights to almost be tired of sitting and listening, though you 
really don’t want it to end.

You see though, I used to be like those women in 
my past were about football. I simply didn’t have a clue. I 
always knew about football. I didn’t have a clue about NQC.

I didn’t grow up as fortunate as so many of you. I 
wasn’t immersed in this wonderful genre of Southern Gospel 
Music.

In fact, the first time I ever heard about the National 
Quartet Convention, the terminology itself was perplexing. I 
was thinking too literally. 

National made it seem like such a big event, which it 
is. At least I was in the ballpark in one respect!

Quartet made me instantly think of traditional, male-
quartet singing. Well, now that I think about it, I was sort 
of right on that part of it as well. Monday used to be “male 
quartet night,” and there are plenty of those groups through-
out the course of the week-long event.

Convention was the term that threw me for the big-
gest loop.

How would you have a convention involving quar-
tets? 

I simply couldn’t put it all together.

As I’m dissecting it now, it really should be called 
the National Quartet Concert. That would help clarify for 
those who are ignorant like I once was. When I mention the 
National Quartet Convention to friends and acquaintances, I 
realize how odd it may sound.

While it’s not odd, the event is unquestionably 
unique. It’s five-plus hours of music, night after night. 
Group after group steps up, parades around the stage, 

Letter From A 
Scoops Writer

By Craig Harris
“Sow Away”



brings their best to the table and then gets herded off … 
almost in assembly-line-like fashion.

My first year of attending NQC was 2001. Yep, 
after my first night in Louisville – and I was so excited 
to be there – the World Trade Center attacks took place. 
I was in a hotel on the east side of Louisville. People 
were on edge. We didn’t know what to feel. There was 
just uncertainty. Gas prices were going through the 
roof, and I was trying to find out if the concert that eve-
ning was still going to take place.

The concert wasn’t the only thing on my mind, 
but that was heavily in my thoughts. I wanted it to go 
on. I was so thrilled to be there, and that speaks vol-
umes seeing as I’m one of the most even-keeled indi-
viduals you’ll likely come across.

I only stayed two days at NQC that first year. 
My early departure didn’t have anything to do with the 
9/11 attacks. I had only planned to stay two days. Real-
world responsibilities led to my short trip.

However, those two days made me take the 
plunge even more so the next year. I was hooked. 

I’ve spent a full week in Louisville ever since 
then. It’s my only real vacation each year. Sure, I take 
other periods of time off from work, but the trek to 
NQC usually the only place I “go.”

I won’t be driving north this year though. I sort 
of dislike the fact that it’s no longer in Louisville. I had 
gotten to know the city so well. I knew what spots to 
hit, what time traffic was heavy, the shortcuts, etc. I’ll 
miss Louisville.

Instead, this Middle Tennessean will turn east 
this year and head to Pigeon Forge for the week. With 
any change comes apprehension, but with change also 
comes possibilities … and excitement. Well, excitement 
comes if you allow it to land on your doorstep.

Like it has for so many of you, this year has 
been a busy one, overflowing with changes. I “need” a 
vacation … but don’t we all?

I wish this wasn’t the case, but the excitement 
surrounding my annual getaway to NQC has faded. I do 
still look forward to it. There will always be special mo-
ments. There will always be positive interactions. There 
will always be unexpectedness, both good and bad. 

But it’s not like it was in 2001 … or 2002 … or 

2003 … well, you get the picture. 

Why did it change?

The only reason why it’s not the same … is me. 
My outlook is different. My perspective is different. 
My understanding of the music and the artists is much 
different. However, that shouldn’t take away from my 
enjoyment. 

We get out of it what we put into it, regardless 
of the situation. This year, I’m not just going to half-
heartedly look forward to it. I’m going to enjoy it. I’m 
determined to enjoy the experience. I’m going to enjoy 
the music. I’m going to enjoy the people. I’m going to 
put into it what I want to get out of it.

I realize that all who may read this column 
won’t be going to NQC. Actually, most who are reading 
this column probably won’t be in Pigeon Forge.

However, while the topic of conversation might 
seem to be NQC, the moral to the story really has noth-
ing to do with the “Granddaddy of them all” as NQC 
has oft been referred to. 

Galatians 6:7 sums it up best … “Don’t be 
misled. You cannot mock the justice of God. You will 
always harvest what you plant.”

Hope to see you all at NQC 2014. It’s going to 
be my most enjoyable yet! I hope that you all can say 
the same.

Safe travels friends. 

www.charliegriffin.net
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Life
Love
& LEGENDS

by lorraine Walker 

                       
    SGN Scoops writer and legendary Gaither homecoming 
favorite, Lou Wills Hildreth, is currently recovering at 
home following ankle surgery. Lou is under the care of 
her husband Howard, their son Dr. David Hildreth and 
daughter Kathryn Mumaw.

Lou is well known in Southern Gospel and is recognized 
as a member of both the GMA and Southern Gospel 
Music Association’s Halls of Fame.

Please join us in praying for Lou’s healing. She would 
love to hear from all who are praying for her. Please 
write to Lou at PO Box 271106,  Houston TX 77277. 
Email can be sent to gosplvideo@aol.com.

We look forward to welcoming Lou back to Creekside 
Gospel Music Convention in November for her “Lou 
Hildreth Honors.” We trust that all of her friends will 
join her for that event. For more information, vis-
it http://www.creeksidegospelmusicconvention.com/

We are so thankful to Lou and her contributions to SGN 
Scoops digital magazine over the years. Lou, we love 
you, we wish you a speedy recovery and we hope to see 
you soon!



The Easters “Songs of Hope” By Dixie Phillips

 The bluegrass merger that changed gospel music 
forever happened in 1985 - the day Sheri Williamson 
from The Lewis Family married Jeff Easter from The Easter 
Brothers. The two met at the 1984 Albert E. Brumley Sun-
down to Sunup Gospel Singing in Springdale, Arkansas. 
They married 10 months later. After that, Jeff and Sheri 
traveled and performed as part of The Lewis Family, until 
they decided to pursue a career alone in 1988. 

Sheri realized as a teenager that gospel music 
was a vehicle God used to usher people into His pres-
ence, and when He showed up, broken hearts would 
beat again. One night, when she was barely 15, she 
sensed something changing in the atmosphere of the 
auditorium while she was on stage singing. “I was deeply 
moved when I looked out into the audience and saw 
people’s eyes filling with tears. There is nothing like sing-
ing a message of hope to people and seeing their lives 
changed.” 

There is a reason why the talented singer can 
minister to those whose hearts have been shattered. 
Sheri is no stranger to heartache. When she was 20, her 
father died of a sudden and unexpected heart attack. 
Not only did the songs she sang minister to her audi-
ence, but also the Lord used them to strengthen her. “As 
I ministered encouragement to others, I was receiving 
encouragement myself.”  

From the very beginning of their relationship Jeff 
and Sheri realized God was orchestrating something very 
special and calling them to something bigger than them-
selves. Sheri explained, “The combining of our voices 
made a unique blend that still excites us today, 30 years 
later, and because of everything we’ve been through, the 
messages are deeper and even more meaningful to us.”

Their present group consists of Jeff, Sheri, their 
three children—Madison, Morgan, and Maura; their 
daughter-in-law Shannon, and their drummer, Landan 



their lives. She has a passion for women’s ministries and 
enjoys connecting with ladies of all ages and making 
new friends. “Women share their stories with me all the 
time, because of my willingness to openly speak about 
my battle with breast cancer. Some of them have even 
scheduled doctor’s appointments and discovered breast 
cancer early. This inspires me to keep sharing my story.” 

Family is a top priority for the Easters. After Jeff’s 
mother passed away in August of 2011, he wanted to 
do a project with his dad; featuring many of the songs 
he had heard him sing. Jeff sat down and made a list of 
songs. 

Sheri suggested they title the project Like Fa-
ther, Like Son and mentioned he needed a song written 

especially for them with that same title. After a few days, 
she started writing the song, basing it on the relationship 
she’d been blessed to watch for 30 years. Sheri said, “The 
Easter Brothers are storytellers. They love to laugh and 
live their lives with a desire to share God’s love. I wanted 
the song to encompass the uniqueness of this relation-
ship, yet be able to relate to all fathers and sons. 

“Men aren’t as open with their emotions as wom-
en and I think sometimes it’s much harder for fathers and 
sons to communicate than it is for mothers and daugh-
ters. Jeff visited his hometown of Mt. Airy, shortly after 
the song was recorded and wanted to capture a video in 
the little church his daddy helped to build. I don’t think 
he even knew at the time what he would do with it. He 
just knew it was something he had to do. 

“Our son, Madison, had experience behind the 

Smith. This family sings from their heart and aims for 
the hearts of their listeners. And they hit the mark ev-
ery time. When a pastor from Iowa, who was facing end 
stage renal failure, hosted The Easters in his church, he 
had this to say: “Jeff and Sheri are authentic! It’s evident 
they have been in the trenches of trials and have found 
the Lord faithful. God has given them an enormous gift 
of encouragement through songs of hope. I know they 
sure ministered to me!”

A few years ago the Easters faced the storm of 
their lives. Sheri was diagnosed with breast cancer. God 
knew their family needed someone to minister to them 
during that difficult time. He chose some precious folks 
in Jackson, Tennessee. One week after the devastating 

diagnosis, they walked on stage to sing and the audience 
erupted in applause. The family was deeply moved, espe-
cially Sheri. “It was incredible! They continued to applaud 
for several minutes and I’ve never before or since seen 
that kind of a public outpouring of love. I was so grateful 
that we were the recipients!”

Sheri has been an inspiration to others struggling 
with cancer. She celebrated her sixth year cancer-free 
“cancer-versary” this past July. “My songs are more impor-
tant than ever before. I’ve always taken life very seriously, 
because of Daddy’s sudden death, but it’s easy to forget 
just how hard a trial’s been when it’s been awhile since 
you faced one. Walking through breast cancer reminded 
me of God’s faithfulness and His intimacy.” 

Since her cancer diagnosis, Sheri has become 
even more sensitive to what other women are facing in 



camera. From the ages of 14 through 20, he had been a 
camera operator for the Gaither Homecoming Tours. So 
we knew Madison was the perfect videographer to cap-
ture on video the special moments with Jeff and his dad 
as they sang Like Father, Like Son.”

The Easters do their best to balance family life 
and ministry. Sheri is deliberate in making sure they 
keep family a top priority. “We’re very blessed to travel 
as a family, but anyone will tell you that it’s work and not 
leisure. We try to eat together at least once a week while 
we’re at home. Madison and Shannon live next door. 
They visit us or we visit them. Although Morgan still lives 
at home, whenever we are not on the road she spends 

most of her evenings as a caregiver to my mama, who is 
bedridden and in her 13th year of battling Parkinson’s and 
Lewy Body Dementia.” 

Sheri’s loyal and loving heart shines through 
when she speaks of her mother, “Early on in the disease, 
it was a simple forgetfulness that we all learned to help 
her with. Later, she was unable to speak, but she could 
still sing songs with us because speaking and singing 
come from different parts of the brain. The songs were a 
huge part of our communication with her during those 
years. 

“The disease has now progressed to the point 
where she is unable to communicate, except for a very 
short phrase every now and then, like ‘I love you, too.’ 
She smiles often and that helps us get through the day. 
I’m grateful that we’ve had such a close relationship. We 
were close before Daddy’s death and grew even closer 
afterwards. For eight years, Jeff and I ate almost every 
meal with her because she didn’t want to be alone. These 

days, we hold her hand, hug and kiss her, make sure she’s 
comfortable for the night and thank God for every mo-
ment.”

Jeff cherishes the last recorded DVD of Sheri’s 
mama before she became too sick to travel and sing. 
“Sheri and I had just recorded the CD, We Are Family, 
which featured both of our families. Soon after we sched-
uled a live concert DVD in my hometown of Mt. Airy, 
North Carolina, with all three families doing those songs 
together. It was an incredible evening captured on film 
that we always treasure.”

The Easters are real people facing real prob-
lems. Their faith is their anchor and keeps them steady 

through the storms of life. Their ministry hearts are 
evident in every song they sing and every testimony they 
give. “When we perform, we want people to leave a little 
different than when they came in,” Sheri explains. “We 
want them to have a great time smiling, laughing, crying, 
and healing. We want them to know God loves them and 
that He is in control.” 

Not only are the Easters great singers, but also 
they are gifted songwriters. Sheri is a seasoned writer, 
cherishing quiet time and a chance to put her heart 
down on paper. She is quick to give Jeff credit for a num-
ber of great song ideas. “Jeff is creative with a hook and 
has given me several throughout the years, so we share 
the writing credits. He has given other writers some great 
ideas and hooks, too. They have come up with some 
amazing songs!”

Jeff and Sheri recognized their son’s above 
average writing talent when he was still in school. Sheri 
shares this story, “When Madison was 14, he gave me a 



line on one of our Christmas songs and I credited him 
with that and more recently, I had written ‘I Know How 
It Feels to Survive,’ but I wasn’t happy with my melody. 
Being a guitarist, Madison came to my rescue and within 
10 minutes, we had completed the song.” Madison and 

his wife, Shannon, have written several songs together, 
separately and also with co-writers. 

Morgan is following in her mother’s footsteps 
and honing her songwriting skills. She has grown and 
developed into a talented songwriter. Two of her original 
songs will be on her upcoming project.  

Although Sheri has written most of their songs 
for the past 26 years, the family has a number of favorite 
songwriters they look to before heading back into the 
studio. Sheri shared, “Early on we recorded several songs 
by Marcia Henry, Joel Lindsey, The Easter Brothers, Jerry 
Salley, Aaron Wilburn, Paul Overstreet, and to this day we 
seek out their songs. More recently, we’ve loved Kenna 
Turner West, Wayne Haun, Wil Nance, The Isaacs, Jimmy 
Yeary, Rebecca Peck, Hillary Lindsay, Belinda Smith, Jo-
seph Habedank and Sue Smith’s songs.”

Jeff’s all-time favorite Easter songs are “A Heart 
that Will Never Break Again,” “I Get To,” “Thank You, Lord, 
for Your Blessings on Me,” and “Like Father, Like Son.” 
Sheri’s favorite songs she penned are “I Need You,” “Hear 
My Heart,” and “I Know How It Feels to Survive.” She also 
has a special attachment to Marcia Henry’s timeless 
classic—“Roses Will Bloom Again.”  

Years ago Jeff discovered just how powerful a 
song can be when he had sung at a concert with Sheri 
and her family. “A young man came up to me crying, 

explaining how he had lost his mother, his father, and 
his wife. The tragedies had all happened within a year. 
The song we sang that night was “A Heart That Will Never 
Break Again.” He shared how that song really encouraged 
him. I will never forget the gratitude I felt hearing his 

story.”
The Easters have just released a greatest hits 

project called Yesterday, A Decade of Favorites, featur-
ing their number one songs, singles, and award winners 
over the past 10 years. In honor of their 30th anniversary, 
they have a very special project coming out that they’re 
already writing and selecting songs for.

Fans will be happy to know The Easters, winners 
of seven Dove Awards, recipients of multiple Grammy 
nominations, numerous accolades, and prestigious 
awards are going to keep singing for as long as they can. 
Sheri said, “I tell folks all the time, ‘I don’t know how long 
God will let me travel with my children, but like a mother 
hen, I’ll keep my bitties under my wings as long as God 
allows.’ I’m a wise enough woman to know that God may 
reach more people by sending us on different mission 
fields, but I can guarantee that if my genes are anything 
like my mama’s and my grandfather’s, I’ll probably be do-
ing this until I can’t any longer.”

If you’d like to learn more about The Easters go to, 
Jeffandsherieaster.com, Jeff and Sheri Easter band page/
FaceBook, and JSEaster/Twitter .



CRABB FAMILY - PLATINUM REUNION TOUR 
By Angela Griffin

With 16 number one songs, 11 GMA Dove Awards, three Grammy award nominations and a collection of industry awards to 
their credit, The Crabb Family has been blazing a trail in the Christian music industry since 1994.

Aaron, Adam, Jason, Kelly and Terah began their journey, known as The Crabb Family, in Beaver Dam, KY. From quaint, 
cozy churches to prestigious venues across the country, The Crabb Family ministry hit the ground running and has continued 
to grow, even as they have branched out on their own.

In celebration of their 20th anniversary, The Crabb Family is thrilled to announce The Crabb Family Platinum Reunion 
Tour, presented and hosted by Global Promotions.  An eight-state tour will begin in January and run through mid-February. 
Special guest, Mike Bowling, husband of Kelly Crabb Bowling, will open the concert series each evening.

Global Promotions founder, Paul Pitts shared, “We had two fantastic concerts in Alabama and South Carolina earlier this 
year as we hosted the 2014 Crabb Family Reunion Tour. Fans from 15 different states and Canada begged us to bring their 
beloved Crabb Family back. With limited dates available in 2015, we prayerfully chose each location for this year’s tour. 
We would love to expand the tour in the future, as we encourage younger and older generations to support Southern Gospel 
music.”

Don’t miss this unique opportunity to see The Crabb Family reunited in ministry on this special platinum tour! The group 
made a special appearance on Solid Gospel Radio Network in Nashville, TN to announce the following Platinum Reunion 
Tour Dates:

01/09/15 - Tyler, TX - Rose Heights Church

01/10/15 - Memphis, TN - First Assembly of God

01/16/15 - Pace, FL - Pace Assembly Ministries

01/17/15 - Lake Charles, LA - Christian World Ministries

01/30/15 - Birmingham, AL - Metro Church of God

01/31/15 - (Atlanta) Powder Springs, GA - Trinity Chapel

02/13/15 - Lynchburg, VA - Tree of Life Ministries

02/14/15 - Spartanburg, SC - Spartanburg Expo Center

A guitar, autographed by the entire Crabb family, will be given away at each concert. A limited number of VIP tickets ($38 
per night) will be made available, which will include artist circle seating, a private meet & greet with the entire family and an 
exclusive 2015 Crabb Family Platinum Reunion Tour photo. General Admission seating will be $20.00 per night.

These concerts are sure to sell out early, so be the first to get your tickets today.  Download your purchased tickets immedi-
ately by ordering online at www.GlobalPromo.org or purchase tickets by phone at 1-855-399-1899.

http://www.globalpromo.org/


Grand Ole Gospel Reunion
Hundreds of Southern Gospel devotees gathered at the Hyatt Regency in Greenville, South Carolina, to enjoy the 

Grand Ole Gospel Reunion that started Wednesday evening, August 13, 2014 and ended Saturday, August 16, 2014. 
Gospel music legends such as Charlie Waller, Florida Boys, Willie Wynn, Bill Shaw and many more graced the stage 
along with newer artists such as Jeff Stice, Freedom Quartet and Jordan’s Bridge. See the full report by Dean Adkins 

later in this issue for all of the fun events.

Mark your calendar for next year’s Grand Ole’ Gospel Reunion, an event that should not be missed. For more infor-
mation, visit http://www.grandolegospelreunion.com/ 

Mark Trammell Quartet Homecoming 2014
August 1st to 3rd 2014 was a Homecoming like none 

other!  The Mark Trammell Quartet came home to 
celebrate Mark’s 40 years in professional Gospel music. 
Assisted in their celebrations by Jay Parrack as well as 
Greater Vision, the MTQ celebrated with concerts, a 

golf tournament, a ladies’ breakfast and a special presen-
tation. 

Also, Mark Trammell welcomed a new bass singer to his 
Quartet, Mr. Randy Byrd. For more pictures and infor-
mation on this event, turn to the Event Planner feature 

by Lynn Mills, elsewhere in this issue. 



Music and Madness Concert Review
By Candace Combs

Music and Madness, Fall 2014 edition is a ball!  In the fabulous Tivoli Theater in downtown Chattanooga, the 
reinvented tour was launched with fun from start to finish. The tour features Mark Lowry, The Martins, Stan Whit-
mire and Jason Crabb.  Along with Crabb comes one of music’s most talented bands rounding out the stage.

The Music and Madness Tour is scheduled to continue well into 2015 in a wide geographical area.  Watch 
for an opportunity to catch this show for an evening that is pure fun for all.  And, take anyone of any age 
along, the fun of Music and Madness is contagious! For more information visit https://www.facebook.com/
events/614905468576510 

https://www.facebook.com/events/614905468576510
https://www.facebook.com/events/614905468576510
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All of us know the joy of celebrating a positive milestone in 
our lives, a birthday, an anniversary, a marriage, a new baby 
and so on. The excitement of sharing those landmarks with 
family, friends and anyone else who will listen makes the 
days more distinctive. So, drum roll please…We, at SGN-
SCOOPS.com, are so thrilled and excited to be celebrating 
OUR FIFTH ANNIVERSARY! 

As with all special days, we think of everything that has con-
tributed to the years we’re celebrating. We’ve enjoyed many 
wonderful blessings and changes, which have caused us to 
grow and reach new heights for the Lord. It’s wonderful to 
have dreams, make plans, set goals; then, as we trust Him, 
we watch God move in all things.

When Rob Patz first acquired SGNSCOOPS from Dr. Alan 
Smith, converting the magazine to an all-digital format was 
one of Rob’s priority goals. That came to pass quickly, with 
fantastic layout people and writers who shared Rob’s vision.

With hard work and perseverance good things are still hap-
pening. Invitations for many exclusive events and occasions 
keep the magazine in the forefront of the industry. Participa-
tion on committees, talent searches and emcee duties have 
opened doors to attend greater events and new venues. Unex-
pected recognitions have come our way and our goal and 
desire is that God always receive the honor and glory for all 
things.  

In the past few months a number of new writers have joined 
our staff. The talent God is bringing to SGNSCOOPS.com is 
a wonderful blessing, and every month more and more fans 
are reading and commenting on the magazine. We appreciate 
your support and attention to our efforts, and we welcome 
your comments, both positive and constructive. 

Please take a moment to read the “Contributors” section at 
the back of the magazine. Each one of these individuals is 
talented and God-driven; they give of their time and skills to 
help keep this publication Christ-centered and they constant-
ly strive for excellence. Please take a moment to pray for us 

and ask God to continue to give us vision and purpose.

Thank you from the bottom of our hearts for enjoying 
SGNSCOOPS.com. Keep us in your prayers. Keep reading 
and watching for new events, especially the next two ma-
jor events in Southern Gospel music, The National Quar-
tet Convention in Pigeon Forge in September 21-27, and 
Creekside Gospel Music Convention and Diamond Awards, 
November 3-6, 2014 back again in Pigeon Forge. Make your 
plans to attend and celebrate with us! For more information 
on Creekside Gospel Music Convention visit http://www.
creeksidegospelmusicconvention.com/

SGN Scoops Staff Members Celebrate Our Fifth Anni-
versary

I began writing for SGN Scoops Magazine in 1997 when 
it was a print publication. The Internet was still gaining 
widespread popularity, so a digital publication would have 
seemed like a distant dream. I truly could not tell you how 
I began writing for SGN Scoops. It seems as if God just 
opened the door and I walked right through it. Seventeen 
years later, I stand amazed how this distant dream has 
become a reality. Of course, with God at the center, noth-
ing ceases to amaze me. As we celebrate five years of SGN 
Scoops Digital, God alone is worthy of all of the praise!

 • Jennifer Campbell

SGN Scoops is five years old! Five years of sharing the good 
news of the gospel and the best music in the world for free to 
everyone! What an impact for Christ!

            • Melissa Joy Wright

Above photo courtesy of carabou

Celebrating 
Five Years 

and 
Counting!
By Sandi Duncan Clark
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What a privilege it is to work with such a dynamic team 
of people dedicated to preserving the legacy of Southern 
Gospel music. Music is medicine for the soul, a universal 
language that knits people of all backgrounds together with-
out introduction or explanation. Thank you, SGN Scoops, for 
allowing us to feel connected with the many artists whose 
lives are dedicated to sharing the hope of Christ through their 
ministries. Happy anniversary!

 • Marcie Gray

It’s been a joy to interact and work with top-notch individu-
als at SGN Scoops. I consider it a privilege to share insight 
on the artists in Southern Gospel Music, artists who are shar-
ing their hearts as they reach people with the life-changing 
message in their music. 

 • Craig Harris

Bravo, Rob and SGN Scoops, on your fifth anniversary! It is 
evident God’s fingerprints are all over this place. Thank you 
for allowing me to be a part of this special family.

 • Dixie Phillips

Even though I am a newcomer to the Scoops staff, I have 
learned so much from Lorraine and Rob in a short amount 
of time. I am enjoying writing the DJ Spotlight each month 
and I appreciate the opportunity to contribute. SGN Scoops 
is more than a magazine. It is a family and I am glad to be a 
part.

 • Vonda Easley

It’s been my honor and privilege to be a part of the Scoops 
team for a year and a half as your Younger Perspective writ-
er. I appreciate the excellence and professionalism we turn 
out every month. Excited for many more editions to come! 

 • Erin Stevens

I have been working with Rob Patz since 2004 and was 
excited to become a part of SGN Scoops magazine in Sep-
tember 2009. We have been through some changes and some 
challenges, but we continue to strive for the excellence our 
Lord deserves. SGN Scoops is better than ever and I hope it 
will continue to be a force for good in our world. Overall, we 
want the words of our pens and the meditations of our hearts 
to be acceptable in the sight of our Lord. If that should ever 
change, then SGN Scoops should cease to be; for without the 
love and grace of Jesus in our words, there is no point in this 
publication existing. Thanks to all of our committed staff, 
to the amazing artists whose stories we tell, and to all of our 
wonderful readers. God’s blessings on you all.

             • Lorraine Walker

Happy Anniversary, SGN Scoops!! I am blessed to be part 
of a team that spreads the Gospel of Christ, both through the 
written word every month and in person at special events 
around the country.  I am proud to be a proofreader of an up-
standing digital magazine, and humbled to know that we are 
reaching others far and wide as we do what God has called 
us to do.

  • Joan Walker

New Daywind Radio Release, SHOUT BEFORE THE WALLS COME DOWN

Available Now

“Repair The 
new cd  

 
Carol Carter Clark
Carter Clark Promotions Inc.
(704) 506-1620
debra@thepromise.info

 Promise Promise
Old Altar” 

www.thepromise.info

Recorded at Daywind Recording Studios

www.thepromise.info




Donna King is one of the most energetic, joyful, 
exuberant Christians in the Gospel music industry. She 
sings, produces, promotes, writes and has experience 
in just about every corner of the industry. Perhaps you 
know Donna from hearing her with her husband Zane 
on their singles, “Shine,” “Hallelujah, Jesus Saves” and 
“If There Was Any Other Way.” Or maybe you heard 
some of her solo music at Christmas, or your group has 
worked with her in her Vertical Sky promotions or the 
studio owned by the Kings. If you haven’t met Donna 
King, you should. She will “Shine” all over you and you 
will know that you’ve been in the presence of a child of 
God.

I have known Donna King for many years and 
have so appreciated her wonderful personality and 
generous spirit. I hope you can catch a bit of the Donna 
I know in this interview…

Rob Patz: Donna, you do so many things in Christian 
music and wear a lot of hats. In fact, you might be 
called the Hat Queen. Can you please tell us about all 
your hats?
 
Donna King: Whew. Okay, where do I begin?  First, I 
love my job/jobs and hat/hats! What a blessing to be a 
part of something that carries with it a message that can 

make a REAL difference in someone’s life. Every time 
I do anything in our genre, I am reminded that it’s all 
important. Speaking of all…Follow me to my imaginary 
hat closet!  

Hat #1: The Family Hat. I am a wife and a moth-
er of six children (between Zane and I) and three grand-
children! Other than my relationship with GOD, this hat 
is the most important and valuable hat I ever wear. Lov-
ing my family well has become my life pursuit. In early 
music ministry, I think I put that hat on then switched 
hats to “singer” and so on. Now I know that this is the 
hat that stays on at all times, even when I am changing 
the other hats from one to another.               Hat 
#2: The Songwriter Hat. It’s decorated with words and 
melodies. I try to wear it at least a couple days a week. 
I love it but I don’t force it on my head… I wait until I 
feel inspired. 

Hat #3: The Producer Hat: I wear it almost every 
day and I love this hat too! Helping artists make music 
that reaches people; now that is an honor and a blessing 
that is mega-special!  I love people and I try to help art-
ists record quality albums. My most important objective 
is to help them paint a picture of the love of God and to 
convey that in their songs, both musically and vocally.  

Hat #4: The Radio Promotion and Marketing 
Hat: This is the hat where I dial in which songs are right 

DonnaKing
 What America wants to know about 

By Rob Patz



for radio and I get to share that wonderful music with 
my precious friends at Christian radio around the world. 
Love that hat because it is a hat that represents the core 
of what I do, which is reaching people with love and 
hope.  

Hat #5: The Press/Public Relations Hat: This 
one gets the word out about an artist or company! It just 
works well in conjunction with my radio hat. I love let-
ting people know about the wonderful gifts God is using 

in the lives of the artists He allows me to work with!  
And last but definitely not least, #6: The Minis-

try Hat: This one is getting more use lately and I am so, 
so thankful. God is opening doors for Zane and I to go 
out and sing and share what God is teaching us with oth-
ers. Our message is that God is Redeemer, Restorer, and 
Renewer. He loves us and He wants what’s best for us. 
We are striving to share an honest message of hope with 
those He puts in our path. I am beginning to do some 
ladies speaking engagements and solo ministry dates as 
well. And through all of that, my husband’s main min-
istry hat, Compassion International, is a major part of 
what we do and share. It’s a powerful ministry, helping 
children in extreme poverty to be fed, not just physi-
cally, but spiritually too!

Rob: Of all your hats, which is your favorite one to 
wear and why?

Donna: My favorite hat is the family hat; for obvious 
reasons! If you have kids or grandkids, you know what 
I mean! But, from a career standpoint, my favorite may 
surprise you.  I love, love, love everything I do. Produc-
tion is of course way up there, as is ministering with 

my husband, but my favorite is actually songwriting. 
There’s something about the quiet but consistent motion 
in the process of writing a song that makes me feel as 
close to God as I can get this side of heaven.

Rob: You and your husband Zane have been releasing 
singles for more than a year...what is your latest and 
can you tell us something about the song?

Donna: Yes…and one day we will finish the whole 
album! You see, in my studio (Flight Studio Nashville) 
my artists always come first, so it seems it may take us 
20 years to finish one album of our own! Our current 
single is very special to me. This song, written by Zane, 
Charles Isbell, and myself is an honest message about 
pain and learning to trust that God knows what’s best 
for each of us. 

The interesting thing is that I have been going 
through a personal season in pain over a family situation 
and so, this song, intended to minister to those who hear 
it at radio, turned around and ministered right back to 
me. It is entitled “If There Was Any Other Way.” 

It talks about what Christ went through for us 
and how if the Father could have done it any other way, 
He would have. But, He knew the sacrifice for our sin 
had to be made and He did it all for us, out of His great 
love for us. And, though our life experiences cannot 
compare to what Christ endured on the cross for us, God 
still knows what’s best. He allows things in our lives, 
not to make us happy or sad, but to teach us to draw 
close to Him and trust in His plans for our lives.  I’m so 
thankful for His love.

Rob: When are you going to record a full length Z and 
D recording?

Donna: Well, though I said 20 years, we actually hope 
to have our first full length album ready for release by 
October of this year, 2014! It will include the singles 
folks have heard on the radio or seen on the Gospel mu-
sic charts. Additionally, it will include a slew of brand 
new songs, all of which are written or co-written by 
Zane and I.  

It’s been a process of writing our heart and 
creating music we feel paints a real picture of a real 
and loving God. We want to offer hope to people. We 
love people and we know that God loves people, all of 
us, with all of our flaws, even more. The album will 
be entitled Shine. I also completed a full length Christ-
mas album late last year, which was a dream that God 
blessed me with the opportunity to fulfill! It’s called 



Song of Noel. 

Rob: What is your favorite part about Vertical Sky?

Donna: My favorite thing about Vertical Sky is cel-
ebrating the gift of music in such a limitless way. My 
idea, when I formed the company, was that, with GOD, 
even the sky is not the limit.  We serve a limitless God, 
so, getting to help others grow in their music and minis-
try, exceed their own limited goals and reach for God’s 
dreams, and watch songs touch hearts over and over 
- that is what I love! I love music and I love how God 
uses it.

Rob: Where do you and Zane like to go on vacation? 
Do you have any fun things you like to do while you are 
there?

Donna: We love the ocean, we love the beach and we 
love anywhere our kids are! We rarely steal away for a 
vacation, but when we do, give us a book and a lounge 
chair (and umbrella to save my husband from sunburn) 
and come get us when the sun goes down! To be hon-
est, we enjoy so many aspects of our work in music and 
ministry that we have kind of adopted a song lyric we 
heard recently. I can’t remember the name of the song, 
but I do remember the lyric, “You don’t need a vaca-
tion when there’s nothing to escape from.” We feel very 
grateful. We do work hard, but we are passionate about 
our work.

Rob:  Who does most of the cooking in your house? 
What is your favorite home-cooked meal?

Donna: Who does most of the cooking?  Well, she 
doesn’t live with us, but we sure love her cooking and 
we eat more of her meals than our own: Zane’s mom, 
Sue King.  She is the queen of fried chicken and chili 
and another 200 dishes that are yummy!  Zane and I 
take turns at cooking and to be honest, neither of us are 
amazing cooks. However, my husband grills a mean and 
magical hamburger! 

Rob: What is the last movie you saw? Would you recom-
mend it?

Donna: The last movie we saw is “Heaven Is For Real.” 
I was excited to see it. I have loved ones in heaven, as 
many reading this do, and I love stories about the real-
ness of our heavenly home. But if I’m being honest, and 
I know that’s what you asked me to be, I wasn’t im-

pressed with the movie. It was okay, but a bit of a bibli-
cal stretch in my honest opinion. I know it’s based on a 
true story. I hear the book is better than the movie. I’d 
recommend people read the book and not see the movie. 
Rob: What is your favorite footwear? Do you have a 
picture of them?

Donna: My favorite pair of shoes are teal blue stilet-

tos! I guess I like pain!   No, actually they are more 
comfortable than they look and the reason I love them 
is I got them for 80% off; I paid seven bucks! The strap 
actually broke last year and I paid more for the repair 
than I did for the shoes!  

Rob: Tell us one of your favorite Bible verses and why it 
is special to you.

Donna: My favorite bible verse is Jeremiah 29:11: “For 



I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, 
“plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give 
you hope and a future.” When I look over the last many 
years, at those times when I felt everything had fallen 
completely apart and life as I knew it was unraveling, 
God was on the scene moving and working, loving, and 
providing grace that was just enough for where I was 
and what I needed. I know, in retrospect, (and I should 
have known at the time) that God is never surprised 
and He is always able to take our circumstances and 
use them for good. He is so kind and so very for us! 
And, if God is for us, who can be against us? We have a 
hope and a future. His dreams for us are better than ours 
could ever begin to be. He is good. He is faithful. He is 
God. I am one grateful servant. My dependency on God 
increases daily, for I know without Him I can do noth-
ing. And with Him, all things are possible!

My special thanks to Donna King for opening her heart 
and soul to us in this interview. I hope you will get to 
know Donna better by visiting her websites: http://www.
zaneanddonnaking.com/ http://www.verticalskyonline.
com/ https://www.facebook.com/FlightStudioNashville
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Take a quick look at Isaiah, chapter 40...
Here Isaiah has been telling the people of Judah 

for quite a while that, “The Assyrians are coming, the 
Assyrians are coming! Get your house in order and 
make sure everything is ready because they are com-
ing to overrun our country.” Now however Isaiah has 
changed or tweaked his message. He tells them that 
they will escape by the hair of their chin-e-chin-chins 
from the Assyrians, but will in fact be overrun instead 
in the future by the Babylonians. It is the classic sce-
nario that says, “I have some good news, I have some 
bad news.”

This nation was in turmoil and Isaiah knew how 
to pronounce judgment. After all he has pretty much 
just spent the previous 39 chapters doing just that. Now 
in the midst of all that, he opens chapter 40 with God 
telling him to comfort His people. In fact God says, 
“Isaiah, I want you to speak comfort to Jerusalem.”

One of the real dilemmas that I face as I go to 
the pulpit every week, is the very real fact that there are 
hurting, broken people in the congregation that need to 
be comforted. As a preacher of the Gospel I have to ask 
myself every week when I finish preaching: Was there 
anything in my message today that would offer comfort 
to hurting people? 

Dear preacher (and a lot of you read these 
notes), I don’t care how articulate you are or how loud 
you holler when you pronounce the latest “judgment” 
on the people, you must always ask yourself the ques-
tion: Did I offer hope to the hurting in my message? 

I didn’t ask you if you won the argument. God 
never called us to win an argument in our preaching. 
He called us to win people! I’ve heard a lot of winning 
arguments but I’m not hearing a lot of life changing 

sermons that offer comfort to the broken hearted. 
Someone has said that if you preach to the 

brokenhearted you will never lack for an audience. 
Just because you don’t know about them doesn’t mean 
they’re not out there.

This past Sunday I looked out over the congre-
gation and saw a man recovering from surgery and a 
mother who just found out her son was being deployed 
to Afghanistan. There was a sister with an alcoholic 
brother who was “drinking again” and a man who just 
witnessed his brother being committed to an institution 
so he could “dry out” and try again to beat his addic-
tion. One lady recently had gone through a terrible 
divorce and is now a single mother trying to raise three 
kids and make both ends meet in the middle. 

I could go on and on about the people I was 
preaching to who needed comfort! II Corinthians 1:3 
describes God as “The God of all comfort.” That same 
God expects His pastors to deliver that kind of comfort 
to His people. How does our preaching measure up on 
the “comfort meter?”

God knew Judah needed comfort and He in-
structed Isaiah to “comfort my people…speak comfort 
to Jerusalem.” He has instructed us to do the same.

Photo Courtesy of *CQ*

By Dr. Jeff Steele
    “Comfort My People”
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By Lorraine Walker

Just a few more weeks until Creekside Gospel 
Music Convention! SGN Scoops staff is getting excited 
about the event that is almost upon us and we hope that 
you are excited as well! If you haven’t yet made plans 
to join us, do it today as the rooms at the adjoining 
hotel are almost gone. Please make your plans to join us 
in Pigeon Forge, Tennessee on November 3rd through 
6th at the Smoky Mountain Convention Center. Tickets 
are free and accommodations can be reserved by phone, 
toll free at: 1-800-223-6707 or local call 865-908-3015. 
For online reservations, click onto http://www.smoky-
mountainconventioncenter.com.

As you make your reservations, don’t forget to 
reserve your free tickets as well. We want to be sure 
there is room for everyone. Head over to http://www.
creeksidegospelmusicconvention.com/ and reserve your 
tickets. 

Don’t forget that on Monday evening we pres-
ent the Lou Hildreth Honors. Lou is honoring “Little” 
Willie Wynn this year! Part of this evening will include 
a “Willie Bash” with many of Willie’s friends includ-
ing Woodie Wright, as well as various members from 
Sweetwater and the Tennesseans. 

Tuesday night we will present the 2014 Dia-
mond Awards, hosted by Tim Lovelace, with special 
appearances by Award nominees. The Diamond Award 
nominations are still continuing on the SGN Scoops 
website, so be sure to vote for your favorites in the 
final round of nominations. http://www.sgnscoops.
com/2014-diamond-awards/   On both Monday and 
Tuesday nights, WATC Channel 57 out of Atlanta, 

Georgia will be present to do a live taping of the eve-
ning concerts. The programs will then be aired at a 
later date. Wednesday and Thursday nights also include 
special guest vocalists, a choir and other events. The 
Exhibit Halls will be open for you to visit with your 
favorite artists. During the day you will enjoy Chapel 
Services, showcases by the Morris Music Group and 
Patterson Promotions as well as other special activities. 
Keep watching for more exciting announcements. Don’t 
miss four days of great Gospel music, fellowship and 
fun. 

While you are enjoying all the music at Creek-
side Gospel Music Convention, be sure to enjoy some 
of the other attractions that Pigeon Forge has to of-
fer. Rugged mountain trails, trickling streams and fall 
foliage bursting with color are only one side of Se-
vier County that visitors to Creekside Gospel Music 
Convention will enjoy. Pigeon Forge and Gatlinburg 
together form one of the greatest tourist destinations 
in Tennessee, showcasing the entertainment of theme 
parks and attractions, shopping malls and flea markets, 
and restaurants offering everything from home-cooking 
to fine dining. Convention attendees can participate in 
nature escapes and city experiences, as well as music 
and ministry, reveling in a retreat to rejuvenate body, 
mind, soul and spirit.

Pigeon Forge Restaurants have varieties to suit 
every taste, so you’ll want to stay longer to try them all. 
A few of the restaurants include: All American Pancake 
House, Dixie Stampede and Show, Great American 
Steak Buffet, Log Cabin Pancake House, Sagebrush 

http://www.smokymountainconventioncenter.com
http://www.smokymountainconventioncenter.com
http://www.sgnscoops.com/2014-diamond-awards/
http://www.sgnscoops.com/2014-diamond-awards/


Steakhouse, Smokies Breakfast House, and many more.
When you aren’t listening to the award-winning 

artists at the Creekside Gospel Music Convention con-
certs, Pigeon Forge and Gatlinburg have a myriad of at-
tractions to keep you and your family entertained. From 
ziplines and helicopter rides to comedy and musical 
theatre, attendees will need to plan ahead to fit every-
thing into a fun-filled schedule. Museums, adventure 
parks, Dollywood and miniature golf are a few of the 
vacation destinations in this County that promises good 
times for the entire family. 

Nature lovers and city slickers alike will find 
their minds refreshed by spending time in the beauty 
of the Mountains. The Great Smoky Mountains Na-
tional Park (GSMNP), established in 1934, is home to 
the world’s greatest variety of mammals, birds, fish, 
reptiles and amphibians. Nature trails and scenic over-
looks provide visitors with a chance to park their cars, 
step outside and inhale the complete Mountain experi-
ence. There are many original farm buildings, mills and 
churches that still stand in the Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park. Explore the land of the Cherokee nation, 
natives removed from the area in the 1830s. 

The Creekside Gospel Music Convention of-
fers a terrific vacation destination and attendees should 
make their plans now to experience everything that 
Pigeon Forge and the Smoky Mountains have to offer. 
Embrace the beauty of God’s creation in the majesty 
of the mountains, the fellowship of family and friends 
while participating in neighboring attractions, and the 
refreshment of a spiritual retreat as you enjoy the musi-
cal ministry that is Southern Gospel.

As we get closer to the date there will be more 
updates on events and artists appearing at Creekside. 
For the latest news, be sure to listen to Vonda Easley of 
Strictly Southern With Vonda Easley chat with Rob Patz 
of Coastal Media, live on the air every week. For more 
information about Creekside and what we now call the 
Great Doughnut Caper, stay tuned to Strictly Southern 
With Vonda Easley every Friday at 10am CST stream-
ing live on http://www.wpilfm.com/.

For more information, latest news and artists 
scheduled to appear, visit the Creekside page on Face-
book here: https://www.facebook.com/Creeksidegospel-
musicconvention . 

https://www.facebook.com/Creeksidegospelmusicconvention
https://www.facebook.com/Creeksidegospelmusicconvention
www.sgnscoops.com
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The latter quarter of the year is always my 
favorite time to spend outdoors. I love walking in the 
woods, inhaling the smell of dried leaves, the musky 
odors of fallen trees wasting away to enrich the soil for 
the next year’s wood ferns and rhododendrons. Septem-
ber signals that time and all I can say is “bring it on!”

 This year has been an unusual one for so many 
reasons. Many of us have experienced extreme bless-
ings from the Lord, as well as some things that we don’t 
quite understand. One thing is confident and sure. We 
may not understand the workings of God. We may even 
be anxious in our efforts to accept God’s will, however 
we can rest assured; His will, grace and mercy are suf-
ficient for us. God’s Word always calms the fears and 
reassures His love for His children. 

Artists have several ways of sharing their music 
ministries. This month we have several new CDs and 
a new DVD to share. I hope you take our advice and 
check out this music. 

NEW BEGINNINGS

The Graves Family

AK Music

Producers: The Graves Family

NEW BEGINNINGS is a wonderful presentation 
from a very talented family. David and Lynne Graves 
and their ten children call Oklahoma their home, and 
their music is a mixture of traditional Southern, Blue-
grass and Country Gospel. I fell in love with this beau-
tiful family!

Four of their children sing vocals on this record-
ing. I love the sweetness in their vocals and the con-
fidence in their delivery. The Graves Family not only 
sings like professionals, they each play instruments and 
compose more than 90 percent of their songs.

Joseph Graves wrote and is featured on the title 
song, “New Beginnings.”  He co-wrote  “Let My Joy” 
and is also featured on this song. “Let My Joy” has a 
rousing, upbeat arrangement and the music is infec-



tious. 

“Hero of the Faith” is one of my picks from this 
recording, and talks the quiet faithfulness of people 
who just serve the Lord willing, not expecting anything 
in return. They wish only to serve the Lord with their 
whole being. What a blessing it is! Some words in the 
bridge of the song are: “he fought life’s battles from his 
knees; he won victories this world has never seen…”  
Such a witness of the presence of God in an individual’s 
life! Lynne Graves wrote this song for her family.

“Through Love’s Eyes,” “He Won’t Forget” and 
“In The Shadow” are other songs that really are a bless-
ing. 

Contact The Graves Family at 918-578-9770 for 
your copy of this recording. 

HAPPY, HAPPY, HAPPY

Sunday Drive

Crossroads Music

Producers: Jeff Collins, Jeff Treece

Having known Jeff Treece for a number of 
years, I’m still amazed at the talent he displays in his 
music. Jeff writes most of Sunday Drive’s music, plays 
the keyboards, sings vocals and always comes up with 
unique arrangements and song ideas that grab one’s at-
tention with the words as well as the tune.

HAPPY, HAPPY, HAPPY has eight songs and 
each one is unique. Jeff is featured on “In This World,” 
which relates to simpler times when families were the 
main focus in our world and God took first place. 

The group does a rousing job on “Don’t 
Drown,” with a good country sound. I’ve never heard 
this train of thought before on the episode in the Bible 
where Peter walks on the water. You must hear this one. 

I really like the title song, “Happy, Happy, 
Happy” and “The Light.” Jeff’s wife, Misty, has a won-
derful voice, and is featured these two songs. Both have 
a snappy little arrangement and a solid scriptural mes-
sage. By the second verse, you’ll be singing along with 
Sunday Drive on both songs.

Contact this talented family for your copy of 
HAPPY, HAPPY, HAPPY and let them bless your day 
with their music. The number to call is 615-598-7098.

JOURNEY OF HOPE

Tribute 

Daywind Records

Produce: Roger Talley

I really enjoy Tribute’s sound, and I especially 
enjoyed this recording. Roger Talley has produced a 
winner for this talented quartet. “He Can Do It Again,” 
begins our listening participation on this “journey” with 
the Tribute Quartet, and what a blessing this song is. It 
reminds us that God is fully capable and willing to do 
the wonderful things in our life that He did for all the 
heroes of the faith in the Bible if we just let Him. The 
remainder of the album is pure enjoyment, entertain-
ment and encouragement. 

Tribute has selected 11 songs written by some 
of the music industry’s best song writers; writers who 
draw from the strength of the Lord and personal experi-
ences with Him, to give us a word of encouragement 
and knowledge. 

“I Am A Soldier” written by Kyla Rowland is 
one of my favorite songs, along with “I Will Rise,” 
written by Dianne Wilkinson and Rebecca Peck. Both 
are a survivor’s testimony and remind us of God’s faith-
fulness.



Terry and Barbi Franklin wrote “In The Valley 
He Can Hear My Voice” and what a great message it 
has in the chorus:

“Some hear Him speak on the top of the moun-
tain where, on the highs, they can praise and 
rejoice. 

   God always has my attention down in fields of 
affliction

   In the valley I can hear His voice.”  

Tenor, Gary Casto really drives home this chorus! 

“Those Who Know Me Know,” has a calypso 
arrangement and will have you singing along. Tribute 
does a super job on an old familiar song, “I Remember 
The Day,” made famous by The Perrys. I haven’t heard 
this one in a while! They have a traditional arrangement 
on “I Could Sing About Heaven” which will have you 
clapping to the beat as they sing. 

This in a wonderful new project from one of 
Southern Gospel’s best solid, traditional quartets, and 
you should do yourself a favor and contact them at 615-
357-0181 for your copy.

ALL WHO CALL

Jordan’s Bridge

Pathway Records

Producer: Nick Bruno

Jordan’s Bridge; Phil Barker, Rick Sheets, Kirk 
Henry with Joe Lane on piano, have a solid, traditional 
Southern Gospel trio. They have included some won-
derful songs on this, their freshman album, with Man-
sion Entertainment for Pathway Records. Producer 
Nick Bruno knows what it takes to make a great record-
ing and has given this trio his expertise. The result is 

fantastic. 

For all Southern Gospel fans, well-known tenor 
Phil Barker will be remembered from his years with 
the Harvesters and especially The Singing Americans.  
Joe Lane is an accomplished musician known from his 
performance with The Singing Americans, and most 
recently with the Dove Brothers. Joined by two veter-
ans of the industry in Kirk and Rick, you’ll enjoy each 
man’s contribution on each song.

Beginning with “I’ll Be Ready To Go With 
Him,” you’ll be taken down memory lane. “How Beau-
tiful Heaven Must Be,” “Just Over In The Glory Land,” 
“Sweet Beulah Land,” “The Writer,” along with “Far 
Above The Starry Sky” will complete the journey. You 
will also enjoy a song from Rodney Griffin titled “All 
Who Call,” which is Jordan’s Bridge’s radio song. This 
one has done quite well as a radio debut for the group. 

My recommendation is that you contact Jordan’s 
Bridge for your copy at 423-292-9424 or 423-765-8811.

And now for a DVD review: 

CLEAN IF IT KILLS ME

Marty Simpson 

Filmed at Gracelife Church, Columbia, S.C.

As a South Carolina girl, and especially a Caro-
lina Gamecock fan, this DVD was a highly anticipated 
blessing! Marty Simpson is a comedian and graduate 
of USC, where he was a star football player from 1991 
through 1994. He is also a former high school football 



coach and drama teacher and includes tales of all of this 
in his program. The DVD and all the special features 
are two hours of pure entertainment. 

The audience at Gracelife Church enjoyed 
Marty’s performance from start to finish and they let 
him know it. His routine is sincere and amusing and 
appeals to young and old alike. He shares stories from 
his youth, his high school and college years, along 
with episodes of fun and fantasy with his older brother, 
which are sometimes hilarious, sometimes unbelievable 
and always creative. 

Marty talked about playing football at the 
University of South Carolina; “I started 44 games for 
the Gamecocks…and we won five.” Then, “We had a 
sign in the locker room that we all touched as we ran 
out on the field. It read ‘Only the best play here,’ and I 
thought…yep, that’s right, Alabama plays here, Geor-
gia plays here….”all with a deadpan look to a burst of 
laughter and applause. 

Regarding his time as a high school football 
coach: “I was the head football coach for nine years 
at a private Christian evangelical school, and how are 
you gonna be successful as a football coach at a Chris-
tian school? What’re you gonna say to the boys at half 
time? Okay boys, get back out there and turn the other 
cheek? If a player on the other team got hurt, all my 
boys would drop to their knees and we prayed for that 
player’s well-being…then prayed thank you to God for 
helping us!”

He continued, “We couldn’t run a ‘Hail Mary’ 
pass. We had to run a ‘Hail Billy Graham pass!’”

This sort of banter set the pace for the entire 
program, and the crowd participated at every turn. 
There are out-takes and clips of Marty coaching one 
of his high school football games. Videos of his per-
formances at some of the Gamecocks’ football games, 
and one of my favorite clips, Marty’s participation in a 
couple of talent shows, were all added to the video. 

The talent search escapade shows him dancing 
and “juggling” colored scarves to the theme of the Lone 
Ranger.  He taught the stunt to the running backs on his 
high school football team which became a huge hit at 
the school. 

There is a lot of fun here and a lot of things we 
can relate too, either in our own life, or with our own 
children. The DVD is sold at Marty’s tour dates or by 
contacting him on his website, www.martysimpson.
com. It is something the youth of your church and 

your children’s football or basketball teams will enjoy. 
Wait…their parents will enjoy it as well, especially 
their Dads!

 

http://www.martysimpson.com
http://www.martysimpson.com
www.avalkasichministries.org


www.paulsjourneyonline.com


  

Kenna

By Dixie Phillips

Turner
West

Write on

 Kenna Turner West, a mega-talented staff writer 
for Daywind Music Publishing, is no stranger to the gospel 
music industry. When she was a preschooler, her father 
Ken Turner sang bass for the Palmetto State Quartet. A 
few years later, the family moved from South Carolina to 
Florida when he joined the Dixie Echoes. Kenna remem-
bers how thrilled her father was the day James Blackwood 
called. “He offered Daddy his dream job, which was sing-
ing with the Blackwood Brothers. Some of my favorite 
childhood memories are the summers spent on the bus with 
the other quartet kids and attending the all-night sings.”

The lyrics and music from the concerts shaped her 
small soul. She developed a keen ear for a variety of music 
and began dabbling in songwriting. “I have written songs 
since I was a little girl, but I don’t think I considered my-
self an actual songwriter until I was in my thirties.”

Although Kenna grew up around gospel music, 
she never experienced a vibrant faith in Jesus until she was 
18. She was deeply moved and gave her heart to the Lord 
after watching the Old-Time Gospel Hour on television. A 
month later, God opened the door for her to sing for Him, 

and she hasn’t stopped since. “Over the years, the Lord 
has expanded the ministry He has given me beyond music. 
I feel that my calling is ‘to creatively communicate the 
Gospel,’ which can be expressed in many different ways. 
Sometimes it’s through my songs and sometimes through 
my book. Sometimes it’s through the concert ministry and 
speaking to women’s groups, while at other times it is writ-
ing songs for artists. And sometimes, it’s sharing the Good 
News with the lady standing next to me in the line at the 
grocery store. And I embrace it all.”

In April 1992, the southern gospel world collided 
with the country music world when Kenna Turner married 
Kerry West, the son of the legendary Dottie West. When 
their son Graham was born, Kenna would often use his 
naptime to write. “I wrote about everything from being a 
new mother to a verse of scripture to the rose bush out-
side my window. It was closer to musical journaling than 
anything commercial, but that season brought about a more 
disciplined approach to writing.”

Kenna’s hard work paid off. In the late ‘90s, after 
years of being on the road, she accepted a staff position at 



her church near Nashville. “During this time whatever I 
read in God’s Word seemed to directly speak to something 
that was going on in my life or the life of someone around 
me, so I wrote about it. In time, what I wrote began to have 
more depth. Then when I went back out on the road, my 
friend Debbie encouraged me to sing my own songs. Long 
story short, I recorded a CD of original material. Another 
friend from church named Doris, who worked at the Spring 
Hill Music Group at the time, gave the CD to Phil Johnson, 
their publisher and A&R Director. The next day they called 
me in for a meeting and offered me an opportunity to write 
for their label. It was one of the greatest days of my life. 
Half of me was scared to death and half of me was thrilled 
beyond words.”

The blessings kept coming. On the CD of original 
material was a song called “A Taste of Grace.” A month 
or so later, Karen Peck and New River recorded the song. 
Kenna was overjoyed when it became the title cut of the 
project that produced the hit song, “Four Days Late.”

Kenna also shared, “The very day I met with Phil 
was also the day my husband’s recording studio opened for 
business. The first music we recorded was a batch of new 
songs of mine that became my second project of original 
material, as well as songs to pitch to artists. In that batch 
was a song called “We’re Not Gonna Bow,” which was 
recorded by Jeff and Sheri Easter. That song became my 
first single, my first Number One, and my first Dove Award 
nomination.”

Aspiring songwriters should be encouraged by 

Kenna’s musical journey. “It seemed to some as though it 
all happened overnight, but I had been writing for years. 
It’s just that I had never let anyone hear the songs. I often 
wonder how different my life would be if Debbie hadn’t 
goaded me to record and Doris hadn’t given that CD to 
Phil. I probably wouldn’t be sitting here doing this inter-
view. Goodness, I am a grateful girl. Grateful for God’s 
timing, His favor, and for having friends who believe in 
me more than I believe in myself. Because truly, had it not 
been for them, my songs would probably still be in a note-
book under my bed.” 

Kenna has been privileged to hear a lot of amaz-
ing stories about how her songs have inspired people and 
touched their hearts. She was especially touched by one in 
particular. “Years ago I was privileged to sing in New York 
on the first anniversary of 9/11. I sang at a small Methodist 
church on Long Island. A young lady was there, one whose 
family members had told me her story the day before. She 
was the wife of a firefighter who died in the collapse of one 
of the Twin Towers. The mother of several small children 
and former children’s director at the church, she hadn’t 
been to church since her husband’s funeral, but her parents 
invited her to come hear me sing. 

“That morning, I sang a song called “His Love is 
Greater” (recorded by Lordsong) that said, ‘Now in this 
moment, don’t turn Him away. Give your heart to the One 
who can take the pain away.’ After church, when everyone 
had left, she came to me and said, ‘It was as if you were 
singing that song just for me.’ To which I responded, ‘I 
was.’ Then we both sobbed. The following spring, I got a 
newsletter from that little church in New York and read that 
my new friend was directing the children’s Easter produc-
tion. I still have it to this day. Mind you, God was drawing 
her long before I arrived, but I will never forget the joy I 
felt knowing that God allowed my song to be a part of her 
story.” 

Kenna has one song that holds a special place in 
her heart. “I wrote about my grandmother. Because of her 
advanced Alzheimer’s, she eventually went to live with my 
mother. Early one morning, Mom walked into Granny’s 
room and found her sitting on the side of the bed, looking 
fresh and alert. My mother offered her a morning greeting, 
to which Granny responded, with a smile, ‘I just feel like 
I know ya!’ When Mom reminded her of who she was, my 
little grandmother burst into tears and said, ‘What kind of 
mother doesn’t know her own child?’ Mom held Granny in 
her arms for the longest time and when the tears had finally 
subsided, Granny looked her in the eyes and said with great 
clarity, ‘One day I’ll know you.’’ 

“When I heard that story, I sobbed. Then I sat down 
in my rocking chair with a pencil and a piece of paper and 
wrote, ‘She can’t even remember if the ‘old days’ were all 
that good. She’d tell you all about it, if she could.’ It’s a 
difficult song to sing, even though she has been gone for 



nearly 15 years. Still, there is a great deal of hope written 
into the song, based on 1 Corinthians 13:12, which says 
that now we know in part but one day we will know ‘as we 
are known.’ It’s a very special song to me, and I love that 
Sheri Easter is the artist who recorded it.”

It only takes a few minutes in Kenna’s presence 
to realize her ministry heart is larger than all of her talents 
put together. An example of this is one of her FaceBook 
statuses: “What a morning! Went to McDonald’s drive-

thru to get a cup of coffee and saw a homeless man sitting 
on the curb. I smiled at him as I drove to the window, got 
my coffee, and then left, but I couldn’t get neither him nor 
Luke 12:32, this morning’s daily verse, out of my head. So 
I turned around and went back. His name was Gary, a man 
just trying to get back home to Huntsville. I bought him 
breakfast and then we sat together on the curb and talked 
for a long while about football, about hometowns, about 
life, about family, about mistakes, and about the power of 
the Cross. Wow. I was crying ugly. Gary was too, and all 
the while calling me ma’am. It was my great honor to pray 
with Gary to invite Jesus into his heart right there on the 
curb of McDonald’s! My new friend faces challenges, but 
now he won’t face them alone.”

Kenna believes in giving back and paying it for-
ward. She pours into others, whether it’s a homeless man 
or a successful businesswoman. She believes the ground 
is level at the foot of the Cross. Dixie Phillips and Sharon 
Phillips, winners of the 2012 Singing News Solid Gospel 
Songwriters Search, can testify to her generous heart. Dixie 

stated, “Greg Bentley from Crossroads Music encouraged 
us to co-write with some seasoned writers so we could 
grow as songwriters. He had us contact Kenna to see if she 
would be willing to co-write with us. She agreed to write 
with us, even though we had never met her. Sharon and I 
couldn’t believe it. We will never forget her humility and 
servant’s heart. We are her biggest fans!” 

Aspiring songwriters will benefit from Kenna’s 
words of wisdom. “I’d like to say to anyone who has the 
heart to write songs, to not waste the years. Take a chance. 
Let someone hear your songs. You just never know when 
the door might open before you. Equip yourself. Take ad-
vantage of resources like the Write About Jesus Songwrit-
ing Conference every October in St. Louis. You can learn 
the craft from some of the industry’s greatest writers.”

If you would like to know more about Kenna, read 
her book, Finding the Good and Seeing His Glory or you 
can visit her website at www.kennaturnerwest.com.  

The day after finishing this article, the 2014 Dove 
Award nominees were announced. Kenna received five 
Dove Award nominations—two of which are for Song of 
the Year (“Revival” by Karen Peck and New River and 
“Say Amen” by Brian Free and Assurance). Both are also 
nominated for Song of the Year in Southern Gospel. She is 
nominated for Song of the Year in Country for “That Who-
soever Was Me,” by Adam Crabb. 

http://www.kennaturnerwest.com
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Event Planner: 

Mark Trammel Homecoming
Once in a Lifetime
By Lynn Mills

The video playing on the big screens stopped, 
the audience rose to their feet applauding loudly and 
the man to whom the tribute was dedicated wiped tears 
from his eyes. After 40 years in Gospel Music, there 
was still more celebrating to come for Mark Trammell. 
One thing was for certain, the events surrounding the 9th 
Annual Mark Trammell Quartet Homecoming proved 
to be a great surprise to him; as great as the effect of his 
faithful service has been on the lives of those who stood 
applauding in his honor.  

How fitting it was then, that this year’s MTQ 
Homecoming was a weekend where Mark could park 
the bus, be home with family and surrounded by his 
closest friends and supporters, as those who were clos-
est to him planned this unexpected surprise in honor of 
his life service.  Truly, this August 1st-3rd was a Home-
coming like none other!  

“There would be no Greater Vision without 
Mark Trammell,” said Gerald Wolfe after Greater Vi-
sion sang their first three songs.  The trio was the first 
on stage Friday night to kick off the Homecoming and 
Gerald was eager to reminisce about the years that he 
and Mark formed Greater Vision.  

After GV’s signature song, “My Name Is 
Lazarus,” Gerald launched into a story where Rodney 
Griffin was the main star, but just as he was quick to tell 

a joke Gerald was swift to let the audience know that 
they meet some discouraged preachers.  The number of 
pastors who left the ministry last year is staggering, so 
Rodney wrote a song to encourage those who remain to 
keep pressing on and preaching the truth.  Gerald calls 
it their “Preacher Song,” but fans will recognize it as 
“Preacher, Tell It Like It Is.”  

After Greater Vision finished their portion of the 
program, Jay Parrack brought on the Mark Trammell 
Quartet. Their selection of songs included new material 
from their Your Walk Talks project and MTQ favorites.  
Mark Trammell talked about the departure of former 
bass singer, Pat Barker and welcomed Randy Byrd, 
their new singer. Mark directed everyone’s attention 
to the big screens as a tribute to Pat’s time with MTQ 
began to unfold upon them. MTQ closed with a mean-
ingful ballad and then intermission was upon us.  When 
Greater Vision and MTQ came back for another round 
Mark looked at Gerald and said, “Let’s make a quar-
tet.” The groups sang together, much to the audience’s 
enjoyment and ended the evening.

The Mark Trammell Quartet Homecoming has 
a few traditions, and one of them is the Annual Golf 
Tournament on Saturday morning.  At 8:00 AM sharp, 
all the teams gather at the Silver Lakes Golf Course for 
a morning of fun, fellowship and a little competition 
before the heat of the day. 



One of the most coveted tidbits of the weekend 
is finding out who won the Tournament. On Saturday 
evening, Mark noted that the ‘church up the road’ won 
the event, however, “…my team beat Jay Parrack, and 
that’s all that matters.”  For those who haven’t heard 
about it, there is a little rivalry between baritone and 
tenor singer on this matter!  

While the golfers set out on the course to con-
quer their little white golf balls and the

matching holes in the green, the ladies have their own 
gathering at Hillcrest for a special luncheon called 
Reflections of Grace. Hosted by the MTQ wives, this 
lunch was an exceptional addition to the Homecoming 
activities this year that featured guest speaker Susan 
Whisnant and delicious food!

Before starting our meal, Jessica Trammell 
(wife of Nick Trammell) introduced herself, the ladies 
in the MTQ family and shared the vision she had for the 
luncheon’s theme. “I have these vases that I used in my 
wedding,” Jess began, as she shared with us the conver-
sation she had with her mom during the preparation of 
the event. “The vases are so beautiful and have mir-
rored tiles and I wanted something that went with that. 
We read through some Scriptures and continued talking 
and my mom said, ‘What about Reflections of Grace?’  

“As women, we should be full of God’s grace 
and thankful for the grace He has extended to us. We 
talked about a couple of Scriptures and I really felt God 
lay a verse on my heart. It’s in 2 Corinthians where Paul 
is talking about the thorn in his flesh and goes on to 
say, ‘And He said to him, My grace is sufficient for you 
for power is perfected in weakness, for gladly I would 
rather boast about my weaknesses so that the power of 
Christ may dwell in me.’”  

Jess said a few more words and then LaResa 
came and introduced Susan Whisnant.  After the in-
troduction, LaResa asked Pam Black (Dustin Black’s 
mom) to pray before Susan came and ministered to us 
in word and song.  As the luncheon came to a close, Su-
san asked everyone to get up and form a circle around 
the room and hold hands as she closed in prayer.  The 
moment was so sweet there wasn’t a dry eye in the 
room.

That evening the concert was like none other. 
The Whisnants were the first group on stage and they 
blessed the audience with many of their inspiring songs 
and sweet harmonies.  Song after song brought before 
us the reality of God’s loving care in our lives, from 
ballads like “I’ll Trust The Potter’s Hand,” to “Move 
That Stone,” “King Jesus,” and many more.  

At one point, Susan stepped forward and said, 

“If there’s one thing I could change about me it would 
be this: I want to fix everything. I tried to fix Mark 
Trammell…but that was hopeless. There will come 
to your path things you can’t fix, but no matter what 
comes tomorrow, God is still God, His truth is still 
standing strong and we can say all is well.”  Their set 
came to a close with their powerful ballad, “All Is 
Well,” which brought the audience to the feet.

Jay Parrack came up to the stage, but instead 
of introducing the host group like everyone expected, 
he directed our attention to the big screens where a 
video played honoring the 40 years Mark has been in 
Gospel Music. Beginning with a photo of him standing 
in front of the White House, it continued with a short 
clip of him singing with his first professional quartet, 
The Senators, resounding from the speakers along with 
other mementos from the years. The reminiscing finally 
concluded with a video of his granddaughter, Tessa, 
appearing on the screen with the simple words, “Happy 
Anniversary!  I love you Poppa!”  

Without hesitation, the audience rose to their 
feet and applauded…and continued applauding. What 
a moment. A box was handed to Nick and he presented 
his father with a Lifetime Achievement Award, whereon 
is inscribed the words to one of Mark’s songs, “If Only 
Just A Few.”  

Mark was silent a moment and it was evident 
the singer was moved by this unexpected surprise. Then 
he spoke to the audience still standing on their feet, 
“These things happen once in a lifetime. I cherish this. 
I have a wall full of awards at my house, given to me 
by heroes down through the years and I cherish those 
things. I cherish the fact that God allowed me to do 
something that was so effective in the lives of people 



that my family saw it and were willing to subscribe to 
what I was doing with my life and support me. I’ve had 
lot of great accomplishments; I’ve been privileged to 
record 81 albums in 40 years - that’s a lot of music, but 
what you didn’t see in the middle of those was me in a 
golf outfit standing next to a preacher – that picture was 
made July 13, 1988. I had just gotten up off my knees 
when that picture was taken…giving my heart to Jesus. 

All the things, all the celebration that takes place, but 
what means the most to me in the 40 years that have 
passed by my face is the day that I realized that what 

had been in here all that time (and here he pointed to his 
head) moved here (and then he pointed to his heart.).”  
Then he thanked his family, the men in the group and 
the groups that sang with them that weekend for helping 
him celebrate such a milestone.  After such a moment, 
it was only fitting that the next song was titled “God’s 
Been Faithful.”

On Sunday morning those who attended the 
Homecoming gathered at Hillcrest once more for a 
time of worship. Jay lead the choir and MTQ sang, but 
what was most unique was that Mark’s pastor, Rick 
Reeves, sat off to the side on that Sunday to let Mark 
stand in the pulpit and preach the Word of God. This 
year Mark’s passage was 2 Timothy 1:7, “For God hath 
not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, 
and of a sound mind.”  The question lingers still: What 
are you afraid of?

In closing, I want Dr. Rick Reeves to speak 
about what happens during the weekend of the MTQ 
Homecoming: “I look forward to the worship that is 
created here this weekend. If I had one word to describe 
church, my word is atmosphere. I love what events 
like this do; they create an atmosphere of worship that 
bleeds over into Monday and Tuesday and you just 
take it with you everywhere you go. I enjoy what they 
[MTQ] bring here and what it does for my church. My 
church gets excited about it and it just makes a lot hap-
pen here in this place.” 

For more information about the Mark Trammell 
Quartet and the MTQ Homecoming visit www.mark-
trammellministries.com .

Photos by: Candace Mills

http://www.marktrammellministries.com
http://www.marktrammellministries.com
www.allsoutherngospel.net
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When people hear the word “Addiction” they im-
mediately think about the guy on the street with only the 
clothes on his back and a half-empty bottle in his hand. 
Although this could very well be the case, the face of Ad-
dictions might also be the CEO of a company who also 
has a half-empty bottle in his hand, but he looks much 
more affluent than the guy on the street. It could also be 
the lady in the worship team at church who can’t stop 
using more and more painkillers. Or the kid in the youth 
group who started with marijuana but now has tried 
everything he can find in his parent’s medicine cupboard. 
Anything to change the way he feels. 
 Science tells us that an addict’s brain actually 
changes to the point where the person literally cannot 
live without the abuse of drugs. The National Institute of 
Drug Abuse tells us, among other facts, that illicit drug 
use in America is increasing, drug use is highest among 
people in their late teens and twenties, and drug use is 
increasing among people in their fifties.1 People are fight-
ing their own private wars against drugs and alcohol, and 
it’s not only in the street, it’s in our schools, our offices, 
our homes and even our churches. 
 We are hearing more about Christians who are in 
the spotlight also struggling against this disease. Michael 
English wrote about his addictions in his 2008 book 
entitled, The Prodigal Comes Home: My Story of Failure 
and God’s Story of Redemption. Joseph Habedank has 
been open about his addiction to painkillers. Recently 
on Facebook, artist Rusty Golden began a page entitled 
Rusty N Recovery, talking about his battle with addic-
tions.
 I first became acquainted with Rusty Golden in 
2007, shortly after the song, “John In The Jordan” by 

Ernie Haase and Signature Sound hit the charts. Golden 
was well known for his studio work and songwriting 
abilities in the secular field, but was just breaking into 
Gospel music. As a co-writer for this hit, Golden felt he 
was coming ‘full circle’, back to the music he grew up 

on. Along with “John In The Jordan,” he has had four 
number-one songs, including “I Want To Thank You” 
by Karen Peck and New River, “What Salvation’s Done 
For Me” by The Booth Brothers, “Between Twelve and 
Thirty-Three” by The McKameys. Two of these songs 
were named Song Of The Year and received Grammy 
nominations. In 2010, Absolutely Gospel named him 
Songwriter Of The Year. Golden has certainly made his 
mark in Gospel music and continues to have cuts on the 
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albums of many of the major artists.
Rusty is the son of William Lee Golden of the 

Oak Ridge Boys, a group that began their career singing 
Gospel music. Rusty grew up playing drums with the 
likes of the Rambos and learning drum basics from Rusty 
Goodman. He went on to perform on stage and record 
with country acts like the Gatlins and Marty Stuart, as 
well as playing with his brother Chris. The Goldens 

recorded for both CBS and Capitol Records, as well as 
recording an album with Marc Speer, son of Brock and 
Faye Speer of the popular family Gospel group. This 
album was recorded in 1984 and Rusty, Chris and Marc 
called their group, Golden Speer.
 During this time, Rusty Golden was quickly sign-
ing major recording and publishing deals, as well as re-
ceiving gold records in Country music, but he was also in 
an atmosphere where anything was available and accept-
able. Golden begins his story in his teenage years.  “Well, 
as a child of the 70’s, I experimented with pot at the age 
of 16. Over the years I would dabble with other drugs 
too. I was mostly around musicians growing up where 
drugs and alcohol are quite prevalent. I knew that heroin 
was something I should stay away from so I did. I really 
didn’t know anyone who messed with that stuff anyway 
and it’s just as well since most of my drug taking was 
brought on by peer pressure of some sort. But as far as 
which drugs had me addicted, it would be prescription 
pain medicine. After a quadruple bypass back in October 
2002, I was sent home to recuperate with a three-month 
supply of oxycodone, a strong narcotic pain pill.”

“Pain pills make a person feel better and I en-
joyed the feeling that they gave me. For the most part 
I could function quite well on them. They are not like 
other ‘downer’ drugs like sleeping and anti-anxiety drugs 
(Valium and Xanax). The pain medicine (that I was on) 
gives you a sense of well being that for some folks find 
irresistible. Unfortunately, I am one of those people. I 

realized when the pills were gone that my body would 
ache and I would be very uncomfortable. I remember 
quite well the first time that this happened and I knew 
that I was going through something that I thought only 
happened to heroin junkies: withdrawal! It hit me that I 
was no longer taking pills to feel good; I was taking them 
to not feel bad!

Looking at Golden’s life from the side, someone 
might say that he had a choice. It was an actual deci-
sion Golden had to make to open that bottle and take 
that pill. “My reply would be, ‘You are 100% right!’” 
says Golden. “That said, once a drug or drink becomes a 
problem for you, then you are no longer thinking straight 
and your choices are not clear choices.” Golden realized 
that he was not making good decisions. He decided to en-
ter a treatment facility to deal with his addiction. Golden 
continues, 

“I went to a 90-day minimum treatment facility 
and ended up doing 120 days. You see, I was 54 years old 
and had been doing things my way for 36 years. Remem-
ber that I first smoked marijuana at age 16. After that, I 
never went more than a month without taking something 
that altered my normal self, so I think I needed that ex-
tra treatment and time with my counselors.”

“I went to a men only, Christian faith-based treat-
ment facility in Purcell, Oklahoma, 45 minutes south of 
Oklahoma City, called Rob’s Ranch. Christian rehabs are 
not the norm so I know that God had His hand on my be-
ing blessed with this place.” 

Rusty went on to describe a normal day in the life 
of a rehab client. “You are out of bed Monday to Friday 
at 7:00am. Your bed must be made and then you have 
breakfast in a large dining hall. There is a 7:45 chapel 
service where a real pastor is in attendance to help the 
guys start off their day with a Word from the Lord, a 
prayer and a gospel song or two. 

“On many mornings I would play one of my 
songs for the guys. Most all of them had no idea that in 
some cases these were songs that had sat at the top of 
the gospel song charts. Anyway, after chapel, we would 
all head to the lecture hall for the 8:30 class. You would 
bring your notebook and take notes on every aspect 
of addiction. Not just drug and alcohol facts either but 
things like anger, resentment, guilt, shame and other 
things that in so many cases were at the very root of the 
persons problems. It’s like I have heard, ‘Drugs and alco-
hol were not my problem, they were my solution.’ 

The facility then offered a study session on the 
Rick Warren book, Purpose Driven Life. Group classes 
provide an opportunity for clients to share with others 
what is happening in their lives. “This is where all sorts 
of things get dealt with. It’s hard to describe the whole 



process but the primary focus of these group sessions is 
to get the guys to feel. Most of us have stuffed our feel-
ings down deep for as long as we have been using things 
that dulled our true feelings. I have seen miracles take 
place in these groups,” says Golden. “In lots of cases, 
these things can wipe you out emotionally. But after, you 
feel good inside.”

Personal time is provided for the men to relax and 
participate in various recreational activities, if they so 
desire. “In the summer, there are a lot of outside activi-
ties, like swimming, volleyball, basketball, riding horses, 
etc. Some choose to read and reflect. This is also the time 
of day when the counselors are doing what is known as 
one-on-one. Just you and your chosen counselor, alone 
behind closed doors.” 

Evening meetings give the men a chance to listen 
to another speaker, someone who is not a part of the 
facility. “This is where someone from outside the facility 
(usually someone from an AA group) brings their experi-
ence, strength and hope to the guys. Then it’s relaxation 
and reflection until 10:30pm when you are back in bed, 
except on Fridays when you get to stay up until mid-
night.” The weekends bring family visitation times and 
movie nights. 

“On Sunday mornings we load up a van and go 
to church,” continues Golden. “As of today, they attend a 
non-denominational church but the pastor on property is 
also a Pentecostal Holiness preacher and he usually has a 
few guys who want to attend his church. It’s funny how 
some of the younger guys hear the words Pentecostal Ho-
liness and they picture snake handling! 

“Oh, there are no cell phones allowed. This 
would only be a distraction to anyone trying to get better. 
The less outside stimuli the better is what they have fig-
ured out works best. So no Facebook or Twitter either!” 
Golden laughs, “For some of us, this is a major with-
drawal in and of itself!” 

Although many will go into rehabilitation centers 
and walk out after three or four months, Golden decided 
that he wasn’t ready to leave. “Well, what I will now tell 
your readers that you already know is that I am still at the 
treatment facility. I have been here for 548 days (as of 
08/27/14). I decided that after 120 days of official treat-
ment that I was not near enough ready to go back home 
to all the people, places and things that might would 
hinder my sobriety. 

“God blessed me with this wonderful place and 
I decided to do my best to give back what was so freely 
given to me. I started working here at the Ranch exactly 
a year ago this week. I am sort of the entertainment coor-
dinator here. I take some of the folks to various concerts 
around the area. I have taken a vanload to Tulsa twice, 

which is over two-and-a-half hours away, to see a Gaither 
Homecoming shows. 

“I have also had friends of mine who are very 
famous music personalities in the pop/rock and country 
world who also happen to be in recovery come and share 
their stories with the clients and staff. I also share my 
testimony through my music not only here for the clients 
and their families, but I travel to other treatment centers 
and churches and minister through words and music.” 

Addiction seems to be as prevalent a disease as 
something like cancer, where, as Golden says, you either 
‘know, love or are someone addicted.’ “If anyone told 
me they thought they were an addict, I would only say 
that they should seek professional help. It takes a mighty 
strong person to ask for it. I have seen professional 
athletes, high profile political figures, the kid next door 
and everyone in between here at the treatment facility. 
Not all of them were here willingly. Some of the younger 
ones were told by parents that if they didn’t quit smoking 
pot, get it together and go to rehab, then they would be 
grounded and lose their car and cell phone privileges. In 
other words, they haven’t really reached a ‘bottom’ yet.

Hitting bottom for Golden happened during a 
family get-together. “There are all sorts of ‘bottoms.’ 
Some folks have lost absolutely everything, all friends 
and family gone, spent time incarcerated or institutional-
ized. Thank God I have not been in these dark places. 
I have certainly done things that had my family upset 
though. One of the worst days for me was Christmas 
2012. I was at my brother’s house and had taken too 
much of something. I remember both he and my mother 
being upset with me and asking that I leave. They said 
that the kids were all wondering what was wrong with 
Uncle Rusty. That was a ‘bottom’ for me. It hurt my 
heart to know that they were upset at me because I have 
always tried to be lovable. You know, I used to think the 
only person I was hurting was myself. I know better now. 
Thank the Lord.” 

Joseph Habedank was a well-known and loved 
singer with the popular family group, The Perrys. No one 
would have known he had an issue with addiction, and it 
was something he found difficult to admit to himself until 
he too reached ‘bottom.’ Habedank shares, “Honestly, 
even though the Perrys were gracious enough to let me 
resign, losing my job was rock bottom for me. Music was 
my life and it defined me. When I lost that, it was like 
losing myself and I almost had to reinvent myself as an 
individual. I had to relearn how to think and even how to 
live. That wasn’t easy.”

Some people don’t realize their addiction, or 
admit to themselves they have an issue. For Habedank, 
it was perfectly clear. “I really didn’t have much trouble 



coming to that conclusion. I knew I was addicted, but I 
just didn’t know who to turn to for help or even how to 
get better. I was so prideful and I didn’t want anyone to 
know that I had a problem. However, checking into a re-
habilitation center has a funny way of making you realize 
just how addicted you are.” 

For those that have not come to the place where 
they know they need to change, going through rehab 
may not have good results. “Some of these kids have just 
not finished doing what some call ‘field research,’” says 

Golden. “Others have lost practically everything good in 
their life. They are ready for change and the profession-
als can help them with that. I truly believe that being here 
for the last year has saved my life. God has blessed me so 
much when He made this place available to me. I needed 
a Christian faith-based treatment. We constantly pray for 
those people still out there struggling with their addic-
tions.”

We have all heard people say that they are ‘no 
longer addicted,’ while others say that they will always 
be a ‘recovering addict’. Golden responds, “ As a Chris-
tian, I believe the devil is always out there waiting for 
me to show weakness so he can take advantage of it and 
destroy me. I think that addiction acts the same way. So 
even though I wish there were a ‘cure’ for this disease of 
addiction, I am okay with calling myself a ‘recovering’ 
addict.” 

Well into his recovery, Golden says that there are 
promises that were made by AA and his counselors that 
he has seen come to fruition: “I know a new freedom and 
a new happiness. I do not regret the past nor wish to shut 

the door on it. I now comprehend the word serenity and 
know peace.  No matter how far down the scale I have 
gone, I now see how my experience can benefit oth-
ers.  That feeling of uselessness and self-pity has disap-
peared. I am losing interest in selfish things and gain-
ing interest in my fellow man. Self-seeking has begun 
to slip away. My whole attitude and outlook upon life 
has changed.  Fear of people and of economic insecurity 
has left me. I intuitively know how to handle situations, 
which used to baffle me. I realize that God is doing 
for me what I could not do for myself.”

Despite the education that has occurred within 
the last decade, many still don’t believe they can become 
addicted. They think that they will be the ones that will 
not be affected by alcohol, drugs or other addictions such 
as pornography. Some even think that Christians could 
never become addicts. One definition of addiction is: 

“The state of being enslaved to a habit or prac-
tice or to something that is psychologically 
or physically habit-forming, such as narcotics, 
to such an extent that its cessation causes severe 
trauma.” (Dictionary.com, August 27, 2014, 
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/addiction)
According to this definition, other things that 

people might see as “normal” can be as addictive as 
drugs. Coffee, cigarettes, or even food can become an 
addiction. In fact, cigarette addiction is more deadly than 
drug addiction. According to Drug Library.org, 

“Tobacco kills more people each year than all of 
the people killed by all of the illegal drugs in the 
last century.” (August 27, 2014, http://druglib-
rary.org/schaffer/library/basicfax3.htm)
The idea that Christians should be too strong to 

ever become addicted is something that is held by the 
same people who can’t seem to quit smoking. Golden 
says this belief is contradicted by the evidence of the 
scientific community as well as by his own experience. 
“Addiction is looked upon by the medical community 
as a disease, not a choice. It would be like saying Chris-
tians cannot get diabetes, or cancer. I know that these are 
strong statements but I believe them to be true. I have 
seen some of the best, smartest and most talented people 
from wonderful families succumb to the horrible disease 
of addiction. 

“Addiction doesn’t care about race, creed, belief, 
or any of that stuff. Doesn’t care what side of the tracks 
you grew up on either. Rich or poor, it will take you and 
destroy you and your loved ones. An addict or alcoholic 
seriously thinks that they are only hurting themselves. 
I have learned through treatment that on average they 
negatively affect a minimum of 20 other people, includ-
ing family, friends, co-workers, etc.”



Joseph Habedank was blessed to have those 
closest to him as a support system on his road through 
treatment to recovery. “My wife, Lindsay, was the most 
instrumental figure in my recovery and then there were 
four men in particular who walked with me through this: 
my Dad, Russ Taff, Gerald Wolfe and Tony Wood.”

Rusty Golden has been through a long road over 
the last couple of years, a road that has taken him away 
from the music business of songwriting and perform-
ing that he knows and loves. He’s slowly getting back 

to writing though, and is beginning to recoup what was 
taken from him through addiction. 

“For the last year I have reached out to some of 
my friends in the Nashville songwriting community for 
outside songs. Reason being, I have been granted the 
opportunity to return home to Nashville and record an 
entire album with a recovery theme. I am working on this 
album with producer/engineer Scott Baggett in the leg-
endary Sound Kitchen in Nashville. Most all of the songs 
are spiritual in nature. 

“The reason for looking for outside songs is that 
I just want the absolute best songs for this album and I 
don’t personally have that many ‘recovery themed’ songs 
written yet. I am supposed to head back to start pre-pro-
duction in the studio this month.  

“As far as having any songs out, I heard that the 
Kingsmen have recorded a song of mine written with Di-
anne Wilkinson called “It Should Have Rained”. I hope 
that they will take a chance and send it to radio as the 
song deserves to be heard by as many folks as possible. 
I am so thankful that God brought Dianne into my life. 
Writing songs with her has been such a joy.”

Recovering from an addiction is a daily struggle 
for those who are finding their way back to health. 
Joseph Habedank says, “As cliché as it sounds, I hon-
estly just take it one day at a time. I read the Bible with 

Lindsay every night and that has single handedly saved 
my marriage, my spiritual walk and ultimately, my life. 
For the time being, I feel like the Lord has removed the 
desire to use but I continue to attend meetings regularly, 
I have an incredible sponsor and I am still very involved 
in the recovery community here in Nashville.” Habedank 
recently released his solo album, Welcome Home, and is 
also a prolific songwriter. 

Throughout his journey to recovery, Rusty 
Golden has found that his faith in a powerful Savior has 
been his lifeline. What is the greatest thing the Lord has 
done for him? “He has shown me His Divine Mercy and 
Grace.” And those are things we all need to experience in 
our lives. 

Our prayer is that anyone reading this article 
who sees themselves or a friend in the words of Rusty or 
Joseph, will look for help. Talk to someone close to you 
or your Pastor or your family physician. For more infor-
mation about drug and alcohol abuse, visit https://ncadd.
org/ . 

Special thanks to Rusty Golden and Joseph 
Habedank for opening their hearts and lives to show us 
what an addict experiences when they start on the road to 
recovery. For more on Golden, find his Rusty and Re-
covery page on Facebook at: https://www.facebook.com/
pages/Rusty-N-Recovery/1380472415513297 , as well as 
his fan page at https://www.facebook.com/pages/Rusty-
Golden/164493143561035 .

Fans can find more information on solo artist 
Joseph Habedank at www.josephhabedank.com , or on 
Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/JHabedank 

1. http://www.drugabuse.gov/publications/drugfacts/
nationwide-trends, (July 28, 2014)
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One day while visiting about 
songwriting with Phil and Pam Mor-
gan, Phil blurted out, “Dixie, you 
have to attend Write About Jesus 
(WAJ) in St Louis!” 

Then a few months later, 
I was co-writing with Karen Gil-
lespie. She echoed Phil’s senti-
ments, “If at all possible, you must 
attend.” When our co-writing ses-
sion ended, Karen’s enthusiasm for 
WAJ continued. She convinced me 
to sign up as soon as possible. 

I attended my first WAJ last 
October and I hope I never have to 
miss another one. It was an an-
swer to prayer for me. For several 
years I had desired to network with 
other Christian songwriters and just 
“write about Jesus.” From the first 
workshop to the last, I knew I had 
finally found my people. I was like 
a kid at church camp. I didn’t want 
it to end. These complete strangers 
felt like family. After it was over 
and I drove home, my analytical 
mind kicked into high gear. What 
made WAJ so special? Here are a 
few of the answers I came up with:

Servant Leaders—Every 
clinician and leader I en-
countered had an enormous 
servant’s heart. They were 
there to serve and help the 
registrants, whether they 
were a beginning songwriter 
or a seasoned scribe. The 
leaders were there to pour 
some of their knowledge and 

experience into others. 
Humility—Despite the 
clinicians’ exclusive pub-
lishing deals and numerous 
accolades and awards, there 
were no egos to trip over. 
There was only one “Star” at 
WAJ. And the leaders didn’t 
just write about Him. They 
loved Him and reflected His 
humility as they served and 
honored one another.  
No Genre Discrimina-

tion—Great respect was 
shown for each songwriter 
and their genre. Style of 
music can cause intense fel-
lowship for some Christians, 
but not for the WAJ family. 
Differences are celebrated 
as songwriters create songs 
that lift up the One they love 

to write about. Who knew 
southern gospel, bluegrass, 
and contemporary songwrit-
ers could love each other so 
much? It reminded me of 
Jesus’ words, “All men will 
know you are my disciple if 
you love one another.” 
John and Sue Smith founded 

WAJ. The couple has an amazing 
journey to share. John is gentle soul 
with pure gold flowing through his 
veins. He is the Workshop Pastor at 

WAJ. Many of the attendees believe 
John’s talks are one of the main 
highlights for them.  

Sue is no stranger to gospel 
music. When this multi-Dove Award 
winner was trying to get her foot in 
the door in Christian music, Dave 
Clark took the time to help her. 
Sue shared, “At the time Dave was 

Write About Jesus

by Dixie Phillips



playing guitar for a Southern Gos-
pel group called The Speer Family. 
We had booked them for a concert 
and promoted it. Our family singing 
group sang a few songs to open for 
them that evening. Dave came to me 
after the concert was over and said 
he didn’t know if he could help me, 
but he would make sure someone 
who could help me heard my songs 
if I would send them to him.”

Sue sent him three songs, 
and true to his word, Dave took 
them to his publisher. Sue contin-
ued, “One of those songs ended up 
being the title song and the first sin-
gle on an album for a group called 
The Florida Boys. Dave’s help was 
huge to me, but it didn’t stop there. 
A few years later when I was dis-
couraged and just about to give up 
writing, he encouraged me to come 
to Nashville to try co-writing. The 
first song I co-wrote with him and 
Don Koch became a single for a 
group called Truth. After that, every 
time I came to Nashville to write, I 
stayed with Dave and his wife Cin-
dy. To this day, Dave is one of my 
best friends in the music business, 
and he’s been at WAJ nearly every 
year we’ve had the workshop.”

Sue has never forgotten her 
humble beginnings and all the doors 
the Lord has opened for her. “You 
can see why I feel such a great debt 
to Dave! But there’s no way I can 
repay him for what he did. The only 
thing I could do is pay it forward. 
When I quit teaching full-time to 
write, I decided I would start an 
event that would help other writ-
ers who were where I was all those 
years ago, just needing some advice, 
some inside information, and some-
one to encourage them. That’s what 
WAJ has tried to do for 15 years—
help aspiring writers take the next 
step in their journey, whatever that 
is. Our mission has always been: To 
inspire and equip the community of 

Christian songwriters.”
The clinicians at WAJ are 

some of Christian music’s most 
talented and finest. Here is a list of 
the confirmed faculty for the 2014 
Workshops:
Sue C. Smith—multi-Dove Award 
winning writer, author, Absolutely 
Gospel Songwriter of the Year, writ-

er of over 55 musicals performed 
around the world
John F. Smith—noted speaker and 
counselor, workshop pastor
Dave Clark—writer of 25 Number 
One songs, winner of the ASCAP 
Living Legend Award, noted teach-
er, speaker, and author
Jason Cox—artist, writer, worship 
leader, Dove nominee, Absolutely 
Gospel winner, his first year at WAJ
Dennis Dearing—award-winning 
producer and amazing mentor/pro-
ducer to many new artists
Michael Farren—artist, worship 

leader, writer and 2014 Dove nomi-
nee for Song of the Year
Joseph Habedank—Dove nomi-
nated artist and writer, Absolutely 
Gospel Songwriter of the Year 
Simon Hawkins—writer, publisher 
(Great British Music), Dove nomi-
nee, got his start at Write About 
Jesus

Allie Lapointe—
artist, worship 
leader, writer, host 
of Kids WAJ—got 
her start at WAJ
Nick Lapointe—
artist, worship 
leader, writer, host 
of Kids WAJ—got 
his start at WAJ
Joel Lindsey—
multi-Dove Award 
winning writer and 
publisher
Phil Mehrens—
worship leader, 
writer—got his start 
at WAJ
Don Poythress—
Number One coun-
try songwriter, 
worship leader and 
artist, Dove Award 
winner
Rick Shelton—one 
of Nashville’s top 
publishers, Vice 

President of publishing at Daywind 
Music
Benton Stokes—artist, writer—has 
taught at WAJ every year
James Tealy—Dove-nominated 
writer, worship leader, artist
Kenna West—2014 five-time Dove 
nominee, nominated for Song of the 
Year, Absolutely Gospel Songwriter 
of the Year
Tony Wood—Dove award winning 
writer, writer of 25 #1 songs
Holly Zabka—one of Nashville’s 
most respected publishers, Vice 
President of publishing at Provident 



Music Group
WAJ is complete resource 

for Christian songwriters. Attendees 
have the opportunity to learn from 
some of the most successful writ-
ers in Christian music today at their 
annual three-day workshop in St. 
Charles, Missouri, on October 9th-
11th, 2014. 

This year the conference is 
offering Kids Write About Jesus, 
a songwriting track for kids 9-14, 
hosted by Nick and Allie Lapointe. 
The couple has been a part of WAJ 
for the past 10 years and has a heart 
for encouraging and equipping 
songwriters. Both Nick and Allie are 

worship leaders and published song-
writers. As parents to three creative 
kids, they’ve enjoyed experiencing 

the songwriting process through a 
childlike perspective. They’ll en-
gage with the KWAJ class to inspire 
and facilitate new songs from the 
next generation of worshipers and 
songwriters.

If you would like to know 
more about WAJ, go to www.
writeaboutjesus.com or write write-
aboutjesusworkshop@mac.com. 
You’ll be glad you did. 
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I’m sitting here on my first leg of two flights 
today. This flight is from Jacksonville to Las Vegas and 
to say the least, it is a full flight. Jason, Amber and Au-
tumn are all sitting somewhere else in the plane. 

I am seated in the middle seat between two el-
derly ladies. The one on my right is very petite and very 
kind. The one to my left is very tall and slender and, 
well, I don’t know if I can explain her. She is very ec-
centric and has her one leg on my side of the seat and is 
continually elbowing me in the side as she is half way 
in my seat and can’t seem to get settled. 

On take-off she asked the lady on my right (we 
will call her P-lady) to raise the shade because she is 
claustrophobic. The lady looks at her and slowly raises 
up the blind. She whispers to me, “Wouldn’t it be ter-
rible to be that way?” I nod in agreement.  

I am desperately trying to keep both arms in my 
lap but it is a three-and-a-half hour flight. I think I am 
going to go crazy. The eccentric lady (we will call her 
E-lady) is dressed to a tee in a navy blue suit and her 
jewelry is very expensive. It seems as if she is very well 
off and used to everything being her way. She stands up 
in the aisle every chance she gets, until a voice comes 
on the speaker telling her to sit down. Reluctantly she 
plops down in the seat, flips open her magazine and 
continues on with poking me in the side. I wait for ev-

ery opportunity for her to stand up as it is my only time 
to relax.

We’ve been on the plane now for 20 minutes. 
Only three hours and 10 minutes left. It’s snack time 
and she gets out her banana nut bread and something 
else that looks and smells disgusting. I put my jacket 
over my nose and say my nose is cold so not to hurt 
her feelings but I think I’m going to gag. She also gets 
some cookies from the flight attendant and crumbs are 
everywhere. I’ll finish this note later; maybe I can close 
my eyes and the time will fly by. 

Oh no, now she is sneezing uncontrollably. I 
wish I had earplugs. Her husband or companion is seat-
ed in the seat across from her and I guess she doesn’t 
hear well because he speaks on volume 10 to her. I’m 
going to try and sleep now. 

Well that was short lived. The air is bumpy and 
I guess it is scaring her or making her nervous. She is 
hopping around in her seat. I’m starting to feel a little 
sorry for her; she is on my side and flings the arm of my 
jacket toward me as if it is in her way. I want to laugh 
but holding it in. The poor petite lady on my right tries 
to sleep. Wish I could. 

E-lady accidentally pushes the steward button 
instead of the light. The flight attendant comes and she 
tells him it was a mistake. “But since you are here will 

By Kelly Nelon Clark

The Seat in 
the Middle



you tell me what time it is here and what time it will be 
in Vegas?”  He tries to explain but she doesn’t quite get 
it. P-lady looks up and asks, “What State are we fly-
ing over? Is it Arizona?”  “No Ma’am, it’s Oklahoma.” 
“Very interesting,” she says. Now both are reading with 
their lights on. Me - I’m giving you a play by play of 
my flight.

Five minutes later, I kid you not; E-lady is 
standing in the aisle again. You can’t make this stuff up. 
She is hopping from one leg to the other. She decides 
to make her second trip to the restroom. I may join 
her. Hoping my battery will last until we get off this 
flight. Twenty minutes later she has still not returned 
from the restroom. Maybe she is standing in the back. I 
knew I should have gone. 

Thirty minutes later she is back. She reaches 
down to get her purse and it’s huge. She can hardly ma-
neuver it. She gets a snack out and then frantically tries 
to zip it and get it back under her seat. She tries from 
the inside but can’t get it through her legs. Finally she 
tries from the outside in and successfully gets it in. She 
proceeds to ring the flight attendant for a drink. Whew. 
I’m worn out! Crumbs from her cookie are everywhere. 

As I sit here I think, “What would Jesus do?”  
First thought in my head is, I am not Jesus. But I am 
supposed to be like him. Jesus was in the middle one 
time too. It was while He was on the Cross. He was 
loving and forgiving in a very dark time in his life. So I 
try to think of something to connect with. She does not 
talk, at least to anyone but her husband and the flight 
attendant so I open my purse and I offer both the E-lady 
and the P-lady some gum. They both accept and smile. 
Ten more minutes and we will be on the ground. It re-
ally wasn’t so bad at all!
Photo Courtesy of markcbrennan
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YOUNGEr PERSPECTIVE

BY ERIN STEVENS

Katie Erwin

 Not many people on the outside looking in under-
stand the joys and stresses of growing up in ministry. It takes 
a true roadie to handle this fast-paced, tear-down-set-up 
lifestyle. Dennis and Tiffany Erwin have lived what it means 
to “Train up a child (or four children) in the way he/she 
must go,” and the fruit of their labor is so visibly seen in the 
young life of their spunky, soon-to-be 14-year-old daughter, 
Katie. This little lady rounds out her brothers on stage night 
after night with her jaw-dropping, powerhouse pipes. Let’s 
see what the Birthday Girl is up to on the road, and what 
she’s been cooking up in the kitchen. Ladies and gentlemen, 
Katie Erwin…

Erin: At what age did you start singing, and when was the 
first time you stepped on stage?
Katie: I’m pretty sure I came into the world singing, but the 
first time I sang on stage was around age four.

Erin: With having to keep three older brothers in line, what 
are the pros and cons of traveling with your family 24/7?
Katie: Well, the cons of traveling with three older brothers 
would definitely be that we only have one mirror on the bus. 
So, when there are six of us that have to get ready, it can get 
pretty crazy! It’s a really good day when I get there before 
they do. On the bright side, I always have someone to hang 
out with. I also get to sing with them and serve the Lord with 
them. I wouldn’t trade it for anything!

Erin: Describe your most memorable concert, and why it 
holds such meaning to you personally?
Katie: It would have to be our Back To The Basics CD 
release concert in August 2013. I was surprised when my all-
time favorite female vocalist, TaRanda Greene, showed up at 
the concert and hid until after it had started so we wouldn’t 
see her. I had the privilege to sing “Stand By The River” 
with her. It was such a great night I’ll never forget.

Erin: What activity would you be found enjoying on your off 
days at home?
Katie: You will probably find me in the kitchen baking 
or cooking a new recipe that I found on Pinterest. We are 
always busy on the road, so it’s nice to have a day to relax 
when we are home every once in a while.

Erin: If you could describe yourself in three words, what 
would they be?
Katie: ‘Bubbly,’ ‘Outgoing’ and ‘Fun.’ I love to have a good 



    Itime and can usually find good in any situation.

Erin: (Always a must-ask question) What is your all-time, 
hands down, absolute favorite food?
Katie: Hmm…this is tough. I like all kinds of food, but I 
really like Italian! I will eat any kind of pasta dish. I honestly 
think I am part Italian.

Erin: What are a couple ‘roadie mishap’ stories you’ve expe-
rienced while rolling down the road?
Katie: I’m very clumsy, but when the bus is moving, it 
makes for a dangerous, yet interesting experience! I’ve fallen 
into our closet, into the bathroom and yes, even into my 
bunk!

Erin: Share something quirky about yourself that probably 
no one would ever guess.
Katie: I hate to admit this, but I’m really a blonde. My broth-
ers say I’m not the brightest crayon in the box! I don’t say I 
have blonde moments; instead, I have “Katie Moments.”

Erin: What is the funniest thing a fan has said to you?
Katie: I had a grandma in Georgia tell me I sang well, but 
she sure hoped I could find the money to get my teeth fixed 
someday. I didn’t know there was anything wrong with my 
teeth, except that I needed braces. I’m happy to tell all my 
concerned fans that I am getting Invisalign next month!

Erin: Besides singing, what falls under the category of “Ka-
tie’s jobs” on the road?
Katie: Kris and I are in charge of the product table, although 
he would probably say I don’t do much to help. I am in 
charge of our social media pages like Twitter and Instagram.

Erin: As one of the youngest role models in the industry, 
what encouragement would you give girls your age who are 
looking up to you?
Katie: Always put God first and seek His will for your life. 
Never give up on your dreams! They really do come true; 
they sure have for me.

 May we all endeavor to recapture such a child-like 
innocence in the way we approach our Lord. He will give 
us the desires of our heart when our heart’s desires begin to 
look more like His. Then, He will pour out His blessings as 
we put Him first above all else. Thanks to Katie for hanging 
out with us and sharing from her heart. The future is bright, 
beautiful and full of endless “Katie Moments” to come. 
Please visit Katie and all of the Erwins on the web at http://
www.erwinministries.com/ .Until next month, Scoops fans…

And that’s my take on it.

http://www.erwinministries.com/
http://www.erwinministries.com/
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In November 2013, an amazing thing happened. 
The past members of the mighty Cathedral Quartet 
gathered for a live concert event in Fort Worth, Texas. 
For two days fans got to see Cathedral Quartet memo-
rabilia displays, special matinees, a behind-the-scenes 
question-and-answer session, a chance to tour “Sil-
houette” (the last tour bus The Cathedrals used), and 
the live concert event that featured Gerald Wolfe and 
Greater Vision, Scott Fowler and Legacy Five, Mark 
Trammell and the Mark Trammell Quartet, Ernie Haase 
and Signature Sound, and Danny Funderburk. Those 
fans gathered by the droves to relive favorite Cathedrals 
memories and experience new ones.

  “I knew there were still plenty of people out 
there who love and appreciate the Cathedrals. What I 
wasn’t sure of, was if they would show up for two days 
to celebrate the music and the men that they loved so 
much, because there are so many options out there vy-
ing for their attention, expendable income and time. But 
did they ever show up!” says Scott Fowler. The event 
was not only special for fans, but for the group of men 
singing as well. 

Ernie Haase recalls, “Well, honestly it exceeded 
my personal expectations. I thought it would be a great 
night and that the music and performance would be fun, 
too. But the level of unity and harmony that was felt 
among the five guys and then throughout the entourage 
of each group was just more than I had expected.” 

In fact, the original Cathedral Family Reunion 
event was such an uplifting experience, they are releas-

ing a live CD and DVD in September and adding seven 
more live concerts throughout the next year in various 
cities. 

When asked what element of the original Ca-
thedral Family Reunion event made them want to do 
additional events, Scott Fowler said, “It was just great 
programming and a great production. CFR events are 
unlike anything I have ever been a part of in my 26 
years on the road. IMC has put together so many amaz-
ing elements to the concert experience. From incredible 
multi-media to a Cathedral museum of memorabilia 
to the last tour bus we ever had. It’s just an amazing 
experience.” 

The CD and DVD projects will give fans an 
opportunity to replay these great songs and moments. 
Ernie Haase quotes his highlight from the project: “The 
song ‘Search Me, Oh God’ was THE moment for me. I 
knew it would be. I could never tell you with words 
how my heart was feeling at that moment.” Another 
moment to be listening and watching for is Scott’s 
favorite. “The song ‘We Shall See Jesus’ is hands-down 
my favorite moment on the DVD. To sing that song 
with Glen Payne one more time was a thrill beyond 
words. It was just so moving.”

If Southern Gospel music fans need more 
convincing to check out the project and live concert 
events, Ernie has this to share, “I joked the other day 
that if someone did not like the show or the product 
they purchased that Scott Fowler would come cut their 
grass! It is not just good, it’s special.” When the Lord is 

Cathedral Quartet: Family Reunion Live Event
by Melissa J Wright



involved, a project and event can go from good enter-
tainment to an opportunity for spiritual revival, and the 
Lord is definitely in this. 

The concerts are being held in seven differ-
ent states, giving fans the chance to see their favorite 
Cathedral up close and personal, as well as hear this 
unique concert live. Scott says, “If the Cathedral Quar-
tet was or is your favorite group, then you really do 
not want to miss out on what I think is the best gospel 
music experience you will find around anywhere. Six-
teen years AFTER the retirement of the Cathedrals, one 

of the best-attended concerts of the year was the CFR 
event in Ft. Worth, Texas. It’s remarkable to realize how 
passionate people were, and still are about anything 
Cathedral; that speaks volumes about their appeal. The 
Cathedrals were an institution, a very rare accomplish-
ment, indeed.”

Cathedrals Family Reunion, Past Members 
Reunite LIVE in Concert tickets are available at www.
gaither.com and at www.CathedralsFamilyReunion.
com. The releases will be distributed by Capitol Chris-
tian Distribution and will available at retail and digital 
outlets worldwide ncluding iTunes, Amazon and www.
gaither.com.  For more information on the event and/or 
to purchase tickets or product please visit www.Cathe-
dralsFamilyReunion.com.
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Also visit him online at www.TimLovelace.com
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            Ask any church member, pastor, gospel singer or 
evangelist why they do what they do and they’ll all tell 
you the same thing: “We want to reach the lost.”  After 
all, the great commission is a commandment to every 
believer, so it is only right to say that we want to win the 
lost. But I believe that something has gone terribly wrong. 
We say that we want to reach the lost, but I’m beginning 
to wonder if we really do.

        I heard Billy Graham say once that if a preacher can 
preach about hell without a tear in his eye, something is 
wrong. Anyone who is familiar at all with the scriptures 
concerning end time prophecy has to realize that we are 
living in the very last hour before Christ’s return. Most of 
the time when I talk to Christians about biblical prophecy 
unfolding in front of us on the news and in the headlines, 

the response is, “Yes, things are lining up and I am look-
ing forward to the day the trumpet sounds and we will go 
to heaven.” That is a great thought if I am only thinking of 
myself, but what about the lost?  

         Many times we refer to those who do not follow 
Christ as ‘the lost’, almost like a group of people that are 
the sinful force in the world that fight against Christians. 
But that is not true. Think about those people in your own 
family and work place who know that you go to church 
and you know they do not. When you are together at the 
office or at a family gathering, no one wants an uncom-
fortable onversation or to offend the other and so the 
silence continues as the clock ticks away. Those people in 
your life are the lost and God has placed you in their lives 
for a reason. They have names and faces, and many have 

By David Staton

Do We Really 
Want To Reach     

The Lost?



your family blood running through their veins.  

        Most of us in church were raised in church, heard 
the gospel in church and were saved in church. It only 
makes sense to us that when someone is ready to be 
saved, they’ll come to church like we did. I think we have 
adopted this mindset for so long that few churches ever 
reach beyond the four walls of their building to reach 
anyone. The reality is that those people will never come to 
church because they’ve more than likely never heard the 
gospel. They may have seen the legalism of church, but no 
one is attracted or drawn to that. So now that we realize 
that the lost are people closest to us, what are we going to 
do? What are we doing to reach them?

I see a lot of preachers who preach sermons 
directed to the lost, but they are preaching to the same 
congregation, made up of the same members who have 
been there for years. They’ll hear a lot of comments like 
“amen” and “that’s right preacher” from the congregation, 
but their message isn’t being heard beyond the church. 
I watch gospel groups go out every weekend and they 
sing a lot of old songs about heaven. I love those songs! 
There’s nothing wrong with singing these great old songs 
about heaven, as long as they don’t become lullabies that 
put us in a deep sleep. There’s nothing wrong with sing-
ing these old songs as long as we are not pandering to the 
older generation because we know they’ll buy them. If 
that is your target audience, then that is your mission. That 
is fine as long as you’re honest about it, but don’t continue 
to put out your fifth edition of classic hymns and say that 
you are trying to reach the lost.  Don’t spend your winters 
touring Florida where you know so many elderly Chris-
tians are and say that you’re trying to reach the lost. It’s 
obvious what your mission is. 

I agree with Billy Graham about having sympa-
thy and grief when talking about hell, but I would take 
that a step further. As much as I love singing songs about 
heaven, knowing it is my home and all of MY troubles 
will be over when I get there, my heart also becomes 
heavy when I think of those closest to me who will not be 
there. They won’t be in heaven; they will be tormented in 
a very real place called hell. That will be THEIR eternity 
unless I do something.  And what I have to do cannot be 
done on a stage with a microphone under the lights that 
make me feel like a star in front of fellow church mem-
bers and gospel music fans. I have to actually sit down for 
about 15 minutes with those closest to me and share the 
greatest story ever told. I have to be able to take my bible 
and show them why Jesus did what He did for us and 
explain to them that I love them too much to not share this 
with them. I have to show them in Luke 16 the conversa-
tion that could one day possibly take place between me, 

them and God and I do not want that to happen. I have to 
explain to them why Jesus is not a religion, as a matter of 
fact should they choose to follow Jesus, they will be fol-
lowing the most anti-religious person that they will ever 
meet. Whether they choose to follow Jesus or walk away, 
I cannot live with myself if I don’t at least share the gos-
pel with them. I have to accept that God put me in their 
life, maybe in their family for that very purpose.

I have been involved in gospel music all of my 
life, but my mission and ministry have dramatically 
changed over the last few years. My focus involves events 
that will actually get churches involved in reaching the 
lost people in their life. I can tell you that it is the biggest 
challenge I have ever faced. Not because it’s hard to reach 
the lost. People are starving to death for the gospel, but 
many of the churches can’t decide whether or not they 
want to try it.  

Did you hear what I said? The churches can’t 
decide whether or not they want to try to win the lost 
people who are closest to them. I can set up four micro-
phone stands and sing those good old gospel songs, songs 
that appeal to the church, songs about heaven and sing 
250 nights a year. That’s what people want to hear. But 
when those good old songs only make us feel good about 
us, rather than motivate us to work harder to reach those 
around us, something is wrong. I am seeing clearly that is 
where a lot of churches are.  

Prophecy is screaming at us in the headlines! Per-
secution towards Christians around the world is redefining 
the word, persecution! The signs are clear that we don’t 
have long. If you are a preacher and you have not seen 
significant growth in conversions and baptisms, something 
is wrong. If your sermons are just psychological advice 
on how to be a better you, have a better positive attitude 
when facing troubles, wake up! 

I am not criticizing or pointing a finger; I am 
begging you for the life of your church to preach like it’s 
your last sermon. If you are a gospel artist, ask yourself 
what your mission is and then look at what you’re doing. 
There may be a vast difference between the two. The next 
time you fire up that bus engine to do that same program 
that you’ve been doing because you know it works, stop 
and think. If you knew that this was going to be your last 
weekend out, would you do what you’ve always done, or 
would you be compelled to do something else? I beg you 
to do it!  If you travel and sing or speak, bring your minis-
try home. It doesn’t all happen on a stage, don’t be afraid 
to sit down with those closest to you and really share the 
gospel.  If you can’t do that, please get off of the stage!
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Since 1988, the Grand Ole Gospel Reunion has 
been a highlight for many Southern Gospel Music fans. 
Once again, hundreds of SGM devotees gathered at the 
Hyatt Regency in Greenville, South Carolina, to enjoy 
the events that started Wednesday evening, August 13, 
2014 and ended Saturday, August,16, 2014.

The events of the GOGR began with a get-
together for those who gathered early and were staying 
at the hotel. This was appropriately called “Charlie’s 
Party” since it was hosted by promoter, Charlie Waller. 
Typically, light refreshments are served and Charlie 
showed a video that included clips of many of the icons 
of Southern Gospel Music. Music was also provided 
and this year; Freedom Quartet, the Melody Boys Quar-
tet, the Florida Boys, Jeff Stice and others got the event 
started. 

Although evening concerts featured current 
groups and many legends, I would like to focus on a 
few unique aspects of the GOGR.

The GOGR has sometimes been described as 
the place where the legends return and this once again, 
rang true. One of SGM’s most beloved characters, Little 
Willie Wynn, served as emcee for the evening concerts 
and he also thrilled the audience with his distinct tenor 

voice during the late night jam session. Bill Shaw, who 
sang tenor for the Blackwood Brothers for well over 20 
years, once again took the stage to thunderous applause. 
The crowd was amazed at the vocal artistry of this 
90-year-old. 

One of the more poignant moments was dur-
ing a jam session when Bill Crowe, former member of 
the Blue Ridge Quartet, joined L.D. Young (Couriers), 
Charles Yates (Speer Family), Buddy Burton (States-
men and others) and Larry Parker (Southmen) to sing 
“When I’ve Gone the Last Mile of the Way.” Other 
legends who took the stage were Sue Dodge, Les Beas-
ley, Tommy Atwood, Derrell Stewart, Gerald Williams, 
Archie Watkins and Jack Clark.

Each year an individual is added to the Piano 
Roll of Honor. A program featuring the pianists at-
tending the event preceded the announcement of the 
honoree. This year selections were performed by Jack 
Clark, Derrell Stewart, Jonathan Sawrie, Ellen Marsh, 
L.D. Young and others. The final performance was by 
Jeff Stice who was named as this year’s recipient of 
the honor. In response to the urging by the audience, he 
played “Last Date” in Floyd Cramer style. Throughout 
the event, Jeff happily joined many of the groups and 

Grand Ole Gospel Reunion
By Dean Adkins



added his unique styling 
to their vocals.

The GOGR has 
also been a place where 
groups or individuals get 
their start. One of the 
first big events where the 
Booth Brothers per-
formed was the GOGR. 
Devin McGlamery (Ernie 
Haase and Signature 
Sound) was featured 
there when he was a 
youngster. The Dove 
Brothers also had their 
first major appointment 
at the GOGR. This year Charlie introduced the Gospel 
Messengers, a trio consisting of Bart Southerd and his 
sons, Dennis and Daniel. The audience especially loved 
the high tenor vocals of 12-year-old Daniel. This family 
was well received and has a bright future ahead of them 
in this genre.

Charlie also likes to add a surprise group to the 
program and this year was no different. Since the Chuck 
Wagon Gang was unavailable, the Station Wagon Gang 
filled their slot. This group consisted of Randy Shelnut, 
Buddy Burton and two ladies. Actually the ladies were 
Josh Pope (Florida Boys) and Willie Wynn attired in 
beautiful dresses. They sang “Higher”, which was really 
appropriate since Willie used to sing it when the Oak 
Ridge Boys would mimic the CWG in the Go Out To 
The Program routine.

Another enjoyable aspect of the GOGR was the 
late night Jam Session. Jonathan Sawrie was the emcee 
and his dry sense of humor kept the program moving. 
The groups that sang during the evening concert usually 
performed but one of the favorite aspects is the “spur of 

the moment” or Scrap Iron group. It is always interest-
ing to see how individuals who have never performed 
together can gel and sound as if they have been together 
for years. The Sheltons, two brothers and two sisters 
who performed years ago, re-combined and thrilled the 
audience with their smooth family harmony.

SGN Scoops would encourage readers to mark 
their calendars for 
next year’s Grand 
Ole’ Gospel Reunion, 
an event that should 
not be missed. For 
more information, 
visit http://www.
grandolegospel-
reunion.com/ 
                                                                         





    September 2014

This chart was compiled from a list of reporting stations. Each month we will be adding more stations. 

1 Hoskins Family God Is Big
2 Karen Peck and New River Everybody's Go-

ing Through Something
3 Gold City Never Too Broken To Belong
4 Browders Listening For The Shout
5 Whisnants Not Afraid To Trust Him
6 Perrys I Can Trust Him
7 Kingdom Heirs I'll Know I'm Home
8 Booth Brothers If God Didn't Care
9 Mark Bishop Love's Gonna Get You
10 Brian Free and Assurance Say Amen
11 Adam Crabb Hey Now
12 Mark Trammell Quartet Your Walk Talks
13 11th Hour How Will You Plead
14 Wilbanks Matchless Name
15 Old Paths Love Them To Jesus
16 East Ridge Boys He's Leaving His Throne
17 Triumphant Quartet The Greatest Love Story
18 Gaither Vocal Band God Leads Us Along
19 Hyssongs I Was Blind But Now I See
20 Mylon Hayes Family Prayer Meeting
21 Greater Vision For All He's Done
22 New Vision Faith Steps Out Of The Boat
23 LeFevre Quartet Put It Right There
24 McKameys                                    There Is Jesus
25         Barry Rowland and Deliverance     He's Still God
26 Jeff and Sheri Easter I'll Take It
27 Steeles We're All Human
28 Shellem Cline Look Up
29 Allen Family Talk About The Lord
30 Talleys Hidden Heroes
31 Wilburn and Wilburn Help Me
32 Drummond Family Oh What A Day 
33 Ashley Franks  He Did
34 Red Roots Great Big Yes
35 Tammy Jones Robinette You Don't Love 

Him Like I Do
36 Tina Wakefield Foot On The Rock
37 Georgia We Have A Hope
38 Joseph Habedank Never No Never

39 Zane and Donna King If There Was Any Other 
Way

40 Michael and Delilah The Stroll
41 Three Bridges House Of Good News
42 John Bowman Have Your Way
43 Pauline Patterson I Fell Down
44 Higher Hope All The Way
45 Master's Voice Ordinary Sunday
46 Keith Barkley and Family Tradition  It Will Pass
47 Beyond The Ashes No Sin Greater Than 

God's Grace
48 Soul Vision When We Step Inside The Gates
49 Hope's Journey Well Done My Child
50 Lore Family Holding To The Old Fashioned 

Way
51 His Heart Quartet I Can Take You To The 

Place
52 Primitive Quartet Empty Me Lord
53 Soul'd Out Quartet Hey Everybody
54 Bowling Family I Know Enough
55 Legacy Five He Is To Me
56 Gordon Mote Ain't It Just Like The Lord
57 Mercy's Well More Like Jesus Less Like Me
58 Doug Anderson Love With Open Arms
59 Collingsworth Family How Great His Love/Love 

Found a Pardon
60 Hoppers I'll Take You Home
61 Erwins When Justice Called Mercy Answered
62 Steve Hess and Southern Salvation  Mountain of 

Grace
63 Gospelaires There Is A God
64 Jay Stone Singers God Enough
65 Carolina Boys Watch And Pray
66 Freemans The Last Time I Looked
67 Joyaires His Hand On Me
68 Inspirations God's Word Will Stand
69 James And Jeff Easter Like Father Like Son
70 Watts, Rowsey and Bean Waste Another 

Day
71 Dixie Melody Boys That Story Is Mine
72 Sharps He Built A Bridge
73 Blakely Quartet It'll Be Alright With Me



74 Kevin Jones Family Church Of The Chevrolet
75 Dunaways Church In The Kitchen
76 Tony Burchette Look Who's In The Ship
77 Paul James Sound His Call
78 Glad Heart What A Meeting
79 Page Trio I Surrender
80 Martins If We Ever Needed The Lord 

Before
81         Back Home with Jeff and Sheri Easter            One 

Prayer Away
82 Devin McGlamery Up Above My Head
83 Mark Dubbeld Family Higher Than I
84 Phil Cross I'm In Good Hands
85 Roarks The Lord's Been Good
86 Jesse Reece My Life
87 Georgia Under Grace
88         Barry Rowland and Deliverance    God Has Been        

Good To Me

89 Changed 4 I Have Not Forgotten
90 Stephens Jesus Loves Me
91 Carter Robinson Band God Against The Law
92 Collingsworth Family Show A Little Bit Of Love 

And Kindness
93 Undivided Walking With Jesus
94 Big Mo and Chosen More Like You
95 Underwoods When The Devil Wants To 

Wrestle
96 Browders Lift Up His Name
97 Canton Junction Sweeter As The Days Go 

By
98 John Lanier Look For Me
99 Greater Vision Preacher Tell Me Like It Is
100       Tim Ooten Just A Prayer Away

www.phillipsandphillipsmusic.com


www.sharronkayking.com


 

Behind the 
Scenes with 

Jeff Steele
By Chris Clay

Starting this month, SGN Scoops will be go-
ing Behind the Scenes with some of the biggest and best 
groups in southern gospel music. We’ll be talking about 
the past, looking ahead to the future, and just maybe 
hearing a few funny and even embarrassing stories that 
these artists have experienced as they have traveled down 
the highway spreading the good news. We hope you en-
joy this month’s look behind the curtain as we go Behind 
the Scenes.
 
I recently ran into Brother Jeff Steele in Oxford, AL. I 
had a chance to sit down with him and talk a little about 
his great ministry, The Steeles.
 
SGN Scoops: First of all, there may be some people out 
there who have never heard of you or of The Steeles. Why 
don›t you tell us more about the group: How did you get 
your start and what made you want to sing this great 
music?

Jeff Steele: Well, we have been singing for about 30 
years. Sherry and I have always sung and we grew up in 
singing families so it was just natural for us to do this.  

We have seen some real talent through the years with this 
group. One guy is a huge pop star in Germany and Faith 
Hill used to sing with The Steeles. It has been a great run 
and has provided me with a real vehicle to get the songs 
God has given me to write “out there” as well.
 
Scoops: Sounds like you have had some great talent in 
the group over the years. Tell me a little about the cur-
rent members of the group. Why did you choose to sing 
with them?

JS: For about a year and a half now, the lineup has been 
Sherry, Andrew Ishee and myself. Andrew and I both 
have rather large churches, so our schedule is crazy 
sometimes. As for choosing, we really didn’t so much 
choose this at this point... it chose US.
 
Scoops: You came off the road after having tremendous 
success. What made you decide to go back on the road 
after so much time off?

JS:  I don’t know! I’m thankful to say that there was, and 
is, it appears, an appreciation among the folks to hear us, 



and we’ve never had the people very far from our minds. 
It’s really just a timing thing.
 
Scoops:  Since you have come back, what has the reac-
tion been, not only of the fans, but also of the Southern 
Gospel community as a whole?

JS:  It has been really, really positive. So many in the 
industry itself have continued to be our friends even in 
the time we have been off the road, and that has been 
very encouraging in that they are thrilled to see us back. 
And the people... wow, what can you say about the 
people?  They have been so good to us.
 
Scoops:  Since you came back on the road, you have had 
some tremendous success with the Monumental Mon-
day series of concerts. Has that changed at all in the last 
few months?

JS:  Monumental Mondays was a concept we came up 
with really out of self-defense.  We were so involved 
with our church ministries that we were looking for some 
dates we could actually work. Monday was the day and 
it has been a phenomenon. Great crowds, huge interest, 
and we are just thrilled.
 
Scoops:  Can you tell me a little bit about your latest 
project?

JS:  We did a new project with Morris Music Group, a 
great label in Alabama. Alabama is home for us so that 
was very convenient, and the people at MMG are so 
good to work with. Our first single off the project was 
a song called “But God!” It spent many months on the 
charts including three months in the top seven. It started 
an international hash tag deal on Facebook and Twitter, 
the video won Video of the Year at Southern Gospel 
Fan Fair this past May and it has opened so many doors 
for The Steeles. The second single, called “We’re All 
Human” (co-written by Vonda Easley), was a Top 20 
song and produced another great video. Many are telling 
us it is the most spiritual, ministry minded project we 
have ever recorded.  Did I mention that folks can get one 
at www.jeffrsteele.com?
 
Scoops:  Sounds like a great project! Tell me, what are 
some of the goals you have for the group?

JS:  Our goals are simple: To sing more, and more 
importantly, to see more people saved and restored to the 
place they need to be in and with God.
 

Scoops:  As a writer, is there one song in particular that 
you would say is your favorite?  If so, what song and 
why?

JS:  Well, they are kind of like my babies in that I 
love all of them, but if I had to choose a favorite the 
choice would come down to two: “God Kept His 
Promise” and “Blessed Be the Name of the Lord.” These 
songs are just so powerful to me, and I remember so very 
well what was happening when they were written.  Those 
memories will never leave. “Blessed Be the Name of the 
Lord” is a song I wrote with my long time friend Ricky 
Atkinson. The night we wrote it was so special, and when 
I hear Tony Gore sing it even today it just is such a bless-
ing to me.
 
Scoops:  Jeff, thanks for a great talk. Now before we 
leave, we want to end each month with a great story from 
the road.  Would you care to share?

JS:  One year at the National Quartet Convention we 
were doing the Singing News Riverboat Cruise. It was a 
breakfast cruise that started (with singing) at 8:00 a.m.  
That’s 7:00 where I live so it was early. I literally HATE 
early morning concerts. We go out on stage and start to 
sing and I could tell I just wasn’t going to be able to do 
it. My voice was shot as we had performed at Freedom 
Hall the night before. I struggled through the first verse 
of one of our songs and it was bad. The second verse was 
one that featured me and I knew this was the moment of 
truth. Everyone would know how bad I sounded and I 
could not hide. 

I opened my mouth knowing I had nothing and 
shock of all shocks this big, booming voice came out of 
the monitors back in my face! I really felt like Barney 
Fife on the Andy Griffith Show when Andy arranged for 
the guy to sing for off-key Barney at the big choir con-
cert. Man, the more I sang, the better it got. Then I saw it.  
Tony Gore was in the front row singing my part! I mean 
every word. He knew I was struggling and we worked 
together all the time so he knew all the songs. May 
have been my best concert ever. We sold every piece of 
product we took on the boat. Singing News said, «We 
want y›all to come back next year.»  I said, «What time?»  
They said, «8:00 a.m.» And I said, «No thanks.»  True 
story.

SGN Scoops thanks Jeff Steele for this entertaining and 
informative look Behind The Scenes! Be sure to find out 
more about the Steeles by visiting www.jeffrsteele.com .

http://www.jeffrsteele.com/
http://www.jeffrsteele.com/
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 In today’s world of Christian music, it’s been said 
that there are too many artists to fill too few venues. Is this 
true or do artists find it difficult to find their niche because 
they simply don’t have the skills to market themselves? 
 Dusty Wells is the Sales and Marketing Director 
for Word Entertainment/Warner Music Group. He is a 
singer/songwriter who traveled with The Rambos and 
Dottie Rambo for 18 years. He has been singing all his 
life and recorded two projects in the 1980’s. Wells is 
an accomplished speaker, writer and mentor to aspiring 
artists. If anyone should know about marketing Christian 
music, it’s Dusty Wells. 
 Wells is a congenial gentleman with a sweet spirit, 
a man with encouraging words and a generous heart. He is 
someone who will make you forget yourself and begin to 
think of others, with a smile on your face and a desire to 
serve the Lord more fervently. He has the gift of stirring 
up gifts within people. 
Kelly Nelon Clark is a big fan of Wells and the many ways 

he has been good to The Nelons. “Dusty Wells is a dear 
friend to me and many others in Gospel Music. He makes 
me laugh and he makes me smile, but more than that he is 
the ultimate encourager. He is always encouraging others 
even when his life may have some tough circumstances. I 
love him dearly and I’m so thankful that our lives crossed 
paths many years ago!”

Wells has been loving and encouraging people in 
the music industry for several years. “I started with Word 
20 years ago in November of this year and absolutely still 
am crazy passionate about what I do!” Wells’ exuberance 
comes through from the beginning of the conversation. 
“I work with the sales and marketing part of the record 
company, making sure the CD’s, DVD’s, music and 
artistry are out and available at retail for the people to 
find and enjoy. Of course since I have been in the music 
business for the last 32 years, I also know the WORD 
catalog extremely well along with the other catalogs, so I 
get called on for many other projects to help with what we 

Marketing Gospel Music: 
Wise Words from Wells

by Lorraine Walker



call special markets which is creating compilations, etc.”
 Wells tells how he became the Christian music 
guru he is today. “A precious couple led me to the Lord 
and then introduced me to Christian music when I was 14 
(1972). Christian music became such a passion for me, and 

so when I was 24, I started working full time at a chain 
of Christian Bookstores in Oregon and became the music 
buyer, and from there just one thing led to another. The 
record companies heard about me, so I went to work for 
Sparrow Records, then The Rambos and then Word.  

“It’s been an incredible career! This is all I want to 
do, to share Christian music with others and help the artists 
get their music and message out. I would have to say to 
those who feel like they are in a job that is not fulfilling, 
first of all take a long, long look at your own life and all 
that is in your life. Then I would pray and just ask God, 
“Okay God, you know my heart, my motives and what I 
want to do,” and then start being even more faithful and 
steadfast right where you are. You can make a difference 
where you are and watch how God will begin to entrust 
you with more. We have to be faithful and true in the small 
stuff and where we are in this life in all seasons. Of course 
that is so much easier said than done, but if you ask me 
it works. Once you change your mindset and attitude to 
make the best of where you are until the next door opens, 
the more content and happy you will be.”

In the past three decades, Wells has worked with a 
number of artists to grow in their ministry and get settled 
in their careers. Many have gone on to become household 
names as well as close friends. “I have so many favorites 

and many who are trusted and treasured friends,” says 
Wells.  “Some of the dearest to me are, of course, Reba 
and Dony McGuire, Beyond The Ashes (Anthony Facello, 
Dustin Doyle and Tyler Vestal), Wes Hampton, Mark 
Lowry, The Nelons, Natalie Grant, Karen Peck, Selah, The 
Ball Brothers, For King And Country, and this list goes on 
and on and on and on.  

“But after so many years, I just find myself loving 
people more and more. I think the greatest assistance that I 
have been able to provide to multiple artists and ministries 
is not being afraid to get out there and share the music 
whenever and wherever, especially for me and my job 
that involves all kinds of retail availability and getting it 
out to the public. I have never been afraid to talk about 
the importance of Christian music and the value and long 
lasting impact it has on people and their lives.”

Tyler Vestal of Beyond The Ashes says, “Dusty 
Wells has the unique talent of encouraging others and 
bringing the best out of people. I’m honored to call him a 
close friend.”

“We met Dusty a few years ago at NQC and kept 
in touch over mostly over social media,” says Daniel Ball 
of The Ball Brothers. “At the beginning of this year, as we 
were preparing for our new project, we were able to meet 
with Dusty several times in Nashville. We have enjoyed 
his friendship and getting to know him better. We had 
never met anyone as happy, energetic and encouraging as 
Dusty. We asked him to mentor our group and he gra-
ciously agreed to. Not only does he have great knowledge 
of the music industry, he has a great heart for ministry. 
Dusty is always encouraging and his advice and even criti-
cism is always constructive and helpful. We are thankful to 
have the opportunity to learn from Dusty and call him our 
friend.”

Wells is never shy about helping artists with advice 
and his words are backed by his years of experience and 
knowledge. Artists know they can rely on his counsel to 
answer their questions and assist them to reach their goals. 
Wells talks about how to artists can expand their audience 
and increase their reach without spending a lot of money 
in this cash-strapped economy:

“Right now, the number one thing is to not be 
afraid of the digital world, and to take full advantage of 
every element and part of social media, from Twitter to 
Facebook to YouTube to websites and on and on and on 
and on. Such incredible opportunities are right before 
you and the fans and friends love it. Make sure you are in 
touch with the people who buy your music, support your 
ministry and come to your concerts, love you and pray for 
you; get involved back with them via social media!

“I would make sure you are collecting names for 
your database, I would get input from the fans, I would 
take advantage of the web-based media such as SGN 



Scoops and all they do to help, and get your music out 
there! You don’t have to spend a lot of money, but you 
do have to be disciplined in what God has entrusted you 
with.”

Speaking of disciplines, there are some that all 
of us should adopt to ensure that we are giving the Lord 
our best. Wells says, “First and foremost, [adopt the 
discipline of] prayer; then making sure you are in His 
Word. I would always recommend you have a group or a 
few people who are surrounding you who are not afraid to 
be real with you, that will sit you down, or kick you in the 
rear and just basically keep in your face to help keep you 
grounded. Then pray some more!

“I would study other artists and what they are 
doing, not to copy them, but to make you want to do better 
with your own craft and gifting. Make sure you love, love, 
love, love what God has called you to do and you want to 
give your best for the call on your life. Make certain that 
those with you are living what they sing and singing what 

they live. Be different and don’t be afraid to listen even 
more closely for His voice and guidance.”

As well as disciplines to develop a stronger 
relationship with the Lord and to better keep the focus 
on Him, we all try to develop disciplines to improve 
our health, attain further education, etc. Wells is known 
for his dedication to good health and he admits that this 
dedication is not always as strong as it should be. 

“I have always had a “hate-love” affair with the 
word discipline, and I have been disciplined and then not 
been disciplined. I think there are seasons of disciplines, 
and for me and where I am right now, I came to the 
conclusion finally that I want ‘discipline to be my best 
friend’, and I decided that I would make it that. So with 
lots of prayer and a mindset that I know what is good for 
me, and for how it makes me feel physically, I am on a 
road of discipline that I am so loving and enjoying.  

“I walk every day, I drink tons of water, I watch 

what I eat yet I don’t starve and I eat sweets when I want. 
I take time, multiple times, during the day to encourage 
others. My time of morning walking has been the greatest 
discipline because of the prayer time I have developed 
during that period. I love how He speaks to me while we 
are walking; that has helped tremendously bring me to my 
place of new.”

Discovering disciplines that will improve our 
body, mind and spirit, and becoming dedicated to them 
is difficult enough when life is perfect. Many of us hit 
trials and issues and suddenly our daily disciplines vanish. 
Wells is a man who keeps on encouraging others, keeps on 
praying, keeps on working to improve, even though his life 
has hit a really rough patch that seems to have no end. 

“This is one of the toughest spots that we all face 
on the journey we are on,” confesses Wells. “I do feel 
like this personal battle of watching my precious wife in 
the beginning fast stages of Parkinson’s has been one of 
hardest things to understand. LaVonne is one of the most 
incredible women of faith I have ever met, and truly one 
of the strongest and most faithful Christians I know. So to 
see her battle this; it honestly has me questioning things at 
times. But then I go back to the Word of God and I know 
His ways and plans are perfect and I have to trust Him and 
so does she.  

“We hate it, but we have learned to embrace it. 
We don’t own it, we just learn to try to deal with it. I 
assure you, I am not perfect with all of this. I have yelled, 
screamed, and maybe even cussed - well at least thought 
about cussing as I have talked to God about this. I am just 
like anyone else, I have tons and tons and tons of issues, 
struggles, problems and areas of growth that I need to 
work on in my life. I just came to the place where I know 
that for me, I have to focus on the good, deal with the bad 
and strive to learn through it all so I can help maybe one 
more hurting person out there.

“I have to daily say, ‘Okay God you know it all 
and I have to try to trust You.’  And then I pick up and 
press on.”

With such a positive attitude and confidence in his 
Lord, Dusty Wells continues to press on, helping others 
and sharing the music that will expand the Kingdom 
of God. With such confidence, you know that this man 
is grounded in Scripture, in Words that are alive with 
meaning and power for him. Wells concludes, “My 
favorite scripture is Jeremiah 29:11: ‘For I know the plans 
I have for you,’ declares the Lord, ‘plans to prosper you 
and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.’” 

For more on Dusty Wells, visit https://www.
facebook.com/dusty.wells.50 

https://www.facebook.com/dusty.wells.50
https://www.facebook.com/dusty.wells.50
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This month in the spotlight is Network Director at The 
Life FM, Rodney Baucom. 
Life FM is one of America’s fastest growing Christian 
broadcast groups with 15 full-service radio stations. I 
had five questions for Rodney, and here are his answers. 
 
Vonda: Where were you born? What were your par-
ents’ occupations? 
 
Rodney: I was born in Indian Trail, NC.  My mom was 
a beautician and my dad was a barber. 
 
Vonda: Who is the first person that comes to your 
mind as a great mentor in your life? 
 
Rodney: My pastor Mike Whitson has been a huge 
mentor of mine. Outside of him, my older brother 
Chris was probably the biggest influence. He was a big 
encourager and we grew up singing harmony parts with 
our parents. We could pick out about any vocal har-
mony part together. 
 
Vonda:  What is the best day you’ve had in radio? 
What happened? 
 
Rodney: Most recently I was interviewing Bill Gaither 
about a homecoming concert that was coming up. At 
the end of the interview, Bill paid me a huge compli-

ment by saying, “Rodney, I’ve been interviewed by 
many...and you’re one of the best.”  Made me feel 
great! 
 
Vonda: What is your favorite hobby? 
 
Rodney: I enjoy fishing and singing.  Probably need to 
get a REAL hobby, right? 
 
Vonda: If you could go anyplace in the world, where 
would it be and why? 
 
Rodney: I’ve always wanted to see the giant redwoods 
in California. Someday I hope to make the cross-coun-
try trip. I think I would enjoy the fresh air and quietness 
of the area. Seeing something so large and majestic 
might just minimize some of the challenges that I en-
counter daily. I’m finite, but God is infinite, and able to 
do more than I can ask or think.

Special thanks to Rodney Baucom for sitting in the 
spotlight chair this month. Life FM has several stations 
throughout the States. For more information visit http://
www.thelifefm.com/

DJ SPOTLIGHT
Rodney Baucom

By Vonda Easley
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Reflections with

 “…And cut!” Those two words never sounded 
more wonderful than on that beautiful summer day 
in Kentucky. It was 2008 and I was on the set of my 
first movie, Clancy— a redemptive film, produced by 
Kelly’s Filmworks, about choices. Not only was I cast 
as an extra (a dream come true in and of itself), but also 
in a speaking role as a news reporter; not an easy feat 
for a hearing and speech impaired girl! But I was defi-
nitely up for the challenge and was overwhelmed with 
gratitude for the opportunity.

As a young girl, I dreamed and even longed to 
be in films and to sing; but, as God would have it (or 
should I say, as mother insisted), I ended up pursu-
ing academics at the time and became a chiropractor. 
Believing that God had a plan and that His compassions 
would not fail me (Lam 3:22), I held onto the scripture 
verse that states: “Delight yourself also in the Lord, 
and He shall give you the desires of your heart” (Psalm 
37:4). While working long, hard hours as a chiroprac-

tor, I would remember this verse. In the meantime, I 
made it a point to live out another verse (Phil 4:11) that 
admonishes believers to be content in all situations.

Fast forward three years and I found myself 
right in the middle of a very large gathering of believ-
ers called Praise Gathering in Indiana. It was there 
that I met so many beloved gospel singers. As I shared 
my love of singing with them, they shared their love 
of chiropractic with me. I did not know that a job in 
healthcare would be a catalyst to beginning a career in 
gospel music! Truly, His ways are so much higher than 
ours! (Is 55:9)

Five more years passed before a patient loaned 
me a film called, The Perfect Stranger. Mesmerized by 
this modern-day conversation between Jesus and an un-
suspecting dinner-date, rather impetuously, I sought out 
the production company. After a few correspondences 
and exchanges, I was on a plane to begin shooting a real 

Lights, Camera, Action!



movie with this crew! The whole way there, I rehearsed 
my lines and sang praises to God, thanking Him for His 
goodness. I was ecstatic. My jaw muscles were begin-
ning to tense from excessive smiling and I am quite 
sure I was even bouncing up and down in my seat at 
one point. You would have thought I was an eight-year-
old going to Disneyland!

I couldn’t help but recall how long I had waited 
for this moment, remembering all the times I had audi-
tioned for other roles and was turned down. I suspect it 
was largely due to my speaking impairment, or as some 
affectionately call it, my “accent.” I remembered telling 
my mother that I would have been content if a director 
would just allow me to stand around holding a hotdog. 
Little did I know!

Having no idea what to expect upon arrival, I 
made my way over to the baseball stadium where an 
outdoor scene was being shot. I met all the very im-
portant people and was quickly put in position to get to 
work. I could hardly wait! The assistant/prop director 
began walking through the crowd handing out conces-
sion items (M & M’s, peanuts, popcorn, etc.) for people 
to hold during this particular scene. With only a few 
items left, she approached me and said, “What would 
you like M & M’s or a hotdog?”  Too overwhelmed to 

speak, she gave me the hotdog to hold. Great is Thy 
faithfulness! My lifelong dream came true holding that 
hotdog! 

As the scene progressed, we learned we had to 
actually eat the items and make it look real. So, I traded 
my hotdog with my assigned boyfriend on the set for 
his M & M’s since I don’t even eat hotdogs. Funny 
thing is we shot that scene for almost the entire day; 
and, making those M & M’s last until the end of the day 
took real skill. Acting IS hard work! But I loved every 
minute of it, including all the fussing in the hair and 
makeup room as I prepared to do my speaking part. 

I experienced such a valuable lesson that day: 
to know that the glorious God who cares for the spar-
rows (Matt 6:26, 10:29) is indeed watching over us 
and providing for us daily. He grants us not only what 
is needed for survival, but, reaches to the depths of 
our hearts and meets our greatest desires. Great is Thy 
faithfulness!
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By Laurette Willis, CHC

Transform Your Workouts 
Into Worship!

Have you ever said this, “I don’t have TIME to 
exercise”? Some of us have said that more than once! In 
reality, it’s not about having time to exercise as we all 
have the same 24 hours each day; we need to make time 
to exercise if we want to be healthy. 

Think of some of the things you already make 
time to do each day. Some of these things have been 
part of your daily routine since childhood and have 
become second nature, such as brushing your teeth, 
washing your face or fixing yourself something to eat. 
There are other things you do on a regular basis which 
have become habit, yet require a bit more preparation, 
such as going to church, remembering to acknowledge 
friends’ birthdays, and shopping for groceries. 

Making fitness a part of your regular routine 
can become a habit—especially if you combine it with 
something you are already doing, such as prayer, read-
ing the Bible, or worshiping the Lord. 

How Can You Combine Faith and Fitness?

Here’s a quick example: Take a brisk walk 
for 10 minutes praying for your family, our country’s 
leadership, the peace of Jerusalem, God’s will for your 
life, and however the Lord leads you. At the end of 10 
minutes, turn around and briskly walk home praising 
the Lord.

There, you’ve just transformed your workout 
into worship! Tell me what part of your life the Lord 
does not want to make part of His life, and add worship 
to that part. After all, He is the Author of Life. I believe 
that Jesus wants to be Lord over all parts of your life; 
even exercise! 

The Surgeon General recommends 30 minutes 
of exercise a day to remain healthy – and more if you 
want to lose weight – so why not use that time to build 
your relationship with your Heavenly Father? 

The foundation scripture to our PraiseMoves 
Fitness Ministry reminds me of the responsibility and 
opportunity we have to invite God to help us become 
what I call a “Fit Witness for Christ.” First Corinthians 
6:20 says, “You were bought with a price; therefore 



glorify God in your body and your spirit, which are 
God’s.” 

What Can You Do Today?

No matter what time of day you are reading this 
article, you can do something to move your body and 
honor God at the same time. Even if it is just to reach 
your arms up right now as high as you can, take a deep 
breath and say with all your heart, “I praise and thank 
You, Lord!” There, you’ve done it! You have just trans-
formed a workout into worship! Sure, it took less than a 
minute, but it’s a start. 

If you have more time, take a walk, get on the 
rebounder (mini-trampoline), or treadmill. Work out 
to an exercise DVD (such as PraiseMoves, where the 
Scripture and worship are already provided for you – 
just join in!). Ride your bicycle, jump rope, dance and 
praise the Lord – the choices are limited only by your 
imagination. Add prayer, singing praises, reciting Scrip-

ture, purposefully counting your blessings (“name them 
one by one!”); anything that helps center your focus 
off the world and onto the Lord. He is worthy, able and 
faithful – and His Word will not return to Him void 
(empty or unfulfilled)!

Make the decision today that you will transform 
your workouts into worship!
Christian Fitness Expert and Certified Health Coach 
Laurette Willis is the Director of PraiseMoves Fitness 
Ministry with DVDs, Training, and Classes by Certi-
fied PraiseMoves Instructors on six continents (http://
PraiseMoves.com). 

Photo courtesy of .:Axle:.

http://praisemoves.com
http://praisemoves.com
http://www.everystockphoto.com/photo.php?imageId=2763067&searchId=f7b0e354b768a2e09b31aa55744ef613&npos=40


http://www.goldenstatequartet.org


Contributors
SGN SCOOPS

Rob Patz is the President and 
CEO of Coastal Media Group. 
Rob has an 18 year history in 
radio hosting the nationally 
syndicated radio show, “The 
Southern Styles Show” since 
its beginning in 1993. Rob is 

also the owner of the internet’s #1 Southern Gospel 
station, SGMRadio.com.  In 2009, Rob Patz acquired 
SGNScoops.com, including the all- digital Scoops 
Magazine and the Diamond Awards. Rob has taken 
part in several Christian television projects working 
in front of the camera and also has helped create 
several syndicated television programs as well. Rob 
does voice work for various outlets including for-
tune 500 companies as well as emceeing concerts 
and special events.  Email Rob at rob@sgnscoops.
com.

Lou Wills Hildreth appears on 
the Gaither Homecoming Vid-
eos, and is a founding member 
of Texas First Family Of Gospel 
Music, the “Singing Wills Family.” 
She helped pioneer Christian 
television as host of “Wills Fam-

ily Inspirational TV.”  After moving to Nashville in 
the sixties, she was the first woman to own an artist 
management agency.  Lou is an inductee of the 
Texas Gospel Music Hall Of Fame, GMA Gospel Mu-
sic Hall Of Fame, SGMA Hall Of Fame at Dollywood, 
and the Christian Music Hall Of Fame.  She is a 
recipient of an Honorary Doctorate Of Sacred Music 
from Louisiana Baptist University.  Recently, Gaither 
Homecoming Magazine named Lou in the “Hall 
Of Honor” series, and the Southern Gospel Music 
Guild gave her a “Lifetime Achievement Award.” Lou 
is celebrating a 65th wedding anniversary in 2011 
with Howard, and they live in Houston near son Dr. 
David Hildreth and daughter Kathryn Mumaw, and 
4 grandchildren. Visit Lou at: http://louhildreth.com

Sandi Duncan Clark and Cliff 
Clark make their home in 
Easley, S.C. where they enjoy 
traveling, gardening, and 
the beautiful South Carolina 
weather. Sandi has worked 
in journalism for more than 

thirty years, and she is thankful that her love for 
God and Gospel music provides a great opportu-
nity to positively impact the careers of so many in 
Gospel music.  Email Sandi at sandi@sgnscoops.
com.

Christian Health & Fitness Ex-
pert Laurette Willis is an author 
with Harvest House 
Publishers, and the Director of 
PraiseMoves Fitness Ministry 
with DVDs, a training 
program and PraiseMoves 

Instructors on four continents (http://PraiseMoves.
com , on Facebook http://on.fb.me/PraiseMoves.  
Laurette invites readers to get started on the road 
to better health and fitness for spirit, soul and body.  
For a free, easy- to- follow 21 day program visit:  
http://ChristianFitnessKit.com

Stephanie Kelley is a public 
speaker and owner of Queen-
O-Q, a blog featuring coupon 
match-ups, freebies, samples 
and information on frugal liv-
ing.  She is married, has three 
children and lives in Washing-

ton State.  Queenoq.blogspot.com

Canadian-born Lorraine Walker 
has a love for Jesus Christ, 
music and writing. The combi-
nation of these passions has 
produced artist features and 
monthly columns for Southern 
Gospel publications including 

SGM Radio website and SGN Scoops Digital maga-
zine. Lorraine desires that the power of the written 
word will glorify her Lord and bring readers closer 
to the love, peace and majesty of the Almighty.  
Email Lorraine at lorraine@sgnscoops.com

http://SGMRadio.com
http://SGNScoops.com
mailto:rob@sgnscoops.com
mailto:rob@sgnscoops.com
http://louhildreth.com
mailto:sandi@sgnscoops.com
mailto:sandi@sgnscoops.com
http://PraiseMoves.com
http://PraiseMoves.com
http://on.fb.me/PraiseMoves
http://ChristianFitnessKit.com
http://Queenoq.blogspot.com
mailto:lorraine@sgnscoops.com


Jennifer Campbell is a singer, song-
writer, musician, and middle school 
English teacher from McAlpin, Florida. 
Along with her passion for teaching, 
she has an even greater passion for 
ministering to others, sharing her 
testimony of how she was born lifeless 
and how Jesus raised her up to live for 

Him. Jennifer is a member of the Florida Worship Choir 
and Orchestra and has performed with them at Brooklyn 
Tabernacle, Carnegie Hall, Central Park, and Times Square. 
She serves as a group leader for Women of Faith, designs 
websites, and writes an inspirational blog at  HYPERLINK 
“http://jennifercampbell.net/blog.htm” \t “_blank” http://
jennifercampbell.net/blog.htm, and a food and travel blog 
at  http://jennifersjourneys.net Learn more about Jennifer 
at http://jennifercampbell.net.

Angela Griffin is an International Field 
Representative for Love A Child, Inc., 
a 501 c 3 humanitarian organization 
to the island of Haiti. A rich Christian 
family heritage guided her path to 
minister in song to the broken, to feed 
the hungry, and lead others to Christ. 
On December 31, 2002 she married 

Tim Griffin, an accomplished Southern Gospel pianist. 
Tim and Angela then combined their musical talents 
and formed the group “The Griffin’s.” They have traveled 
throughout the Southeast spreading the love of Christ.

Scott Rhoades is an Inspirational 
Writer, Speaker, Healer, Explorer, and 
Life Traveler who loves to share his ex-
periences, life lessons, and encourage-
ment through publication and speak-
ing in public forums. He is an Assistant 
Professor of Nursing for Indiana Wes-

leyan University School of Nursing’s Post-Licensure Divi-
sion and continues to pursue specialties in aerospace and 
hyperbaric medicine. He is a freelance writer/songwriter 
and the former radio host.  To learn more about Scott, 
please visit his website at: www.scottrhoades.net 

Joan Walker grew up with music in the 
house and first heard Southern Gos-
pel in her early teens.  With almost a 
quirky (some may say ‘weird’) need to 
make sure words are spelled correctly 
and the apostrophes are in the right 
place, she enjoys proofreading the 

articles for the SGN Scoops magazine each month...and 
looks beyond the letters and commas to the wonderful 
words each writer has written.  Joan counts it as a blessing 
in her life to be part of SGN Scoops!

Pete Schwager is a web developer and 
graphic designer with a passion for 
Christ. He was born in Santa Rosa, Cal-
ifornia and moved to Oregon where 
he spent most of his life. He now lives 
in the quiet town of Ringgold, Georgia 
and enjoys living in the country with 
his family. You can find him online at 

http://peteschwager.com

Staci Schwager helps with marketing 
and communication with her  hus-
band’s web design company, Cre8able 
Media.  Together they make a great 
team!  Staci being the   “talkative” one,  
loves being able to communicate one 
on one with clients and organizing 

ideas.   While Pete on the other hand is diving into the 
design and coding  aspects to make the real masterpiece!   
Most of  Staci’s days are filled with preparing homeschool 
lessons for her kids, couponing, gardening, tending to her 
chicken flock and spending as much time on the beauti-
ful, country land God has blessed them with.  
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Dixie has been married to Pastor Paul 
Phillips for 35 years. The couple has 
been honored to serve the congrega-
tion of the Gospel Lighthouse Church 
in Floyd, Iowa, for 31 years. They have 
four grown children and four “perfect” 
grandchildren. 
Dixie is a ghostwriter, award winning 

children’s author, and songwriter. She and her sister-in-law 
Sharon won the 2012 Singing News/Solid Gospel Songwrit-
ers Search with their song “Hidden Heroes.” Her favorite 
pastime is counting her blessings. If you’d like to know more 
about Dixie, visit her website at www.floydslighthouse.com 
or www.phillipsandphillipsmusic.com. You can e-mail Dixie 
at Phillips4Him@myomnitel.com.

 My name is Tina Wakefield and I am 
currently Music Minister for Amaz-
ing Grace Worship Center in Alabas-
ter, Al. I have led worship for over 18 
years as well as teach adults how to 
live everyday life in Victory as a 
Christian.  I enjoy playing and 
singing Gospel Music whenever 

and wherever I am invited. I currently have three Cd s 
available on my website at www.tinawakefield.com and just 
released my first music video with Godsey & Associates 
called,” The Choice” available on YouTube. I write a lot of the 
music we sing at church and also record my original songs. 
My family is very ministry oriented with Pastors, Teachers, 
Musicians, and Singers. My heart’s desire is to spread the 
gospel of Christ through any and all open doors that I 
receive.

Dr. Jeff R. Steele is a pastor, conference 
speaker, singer, songwriter, husband, 
father, grandfather and friend. He is cur-
rently the Senior Pastor at Faith Baptist 
Church in Cullman, Alabama.  Their ser-
vices are webcast worldwide; they have 
a weekly television program and host 

an annual Jubilee each August that attracts hundreds from 
around the southeast.  Dr. Steele is beginning his eighth 
year there. As a songwriter Jeff has been credited with 17 
Number One songs in Christian music as well as four BMI 
Gold Medals for Great National Popularity as measured by 
Broadcast Performances.  He has also been recognized by 
BMI as Christian Songwriter of the Year on several occasions.  

The group, The Steeles was featured across the nation and 
was seen on numerous magazine covers, feature articles, 
television and radio programs during their ministry on the 
road. Jeff is still writes songs and articles, sings on occasion 
and speaks in conferences and revivals. Jeff is married to 
Sherry, his wife of 31 years and they have three grown chil-
dren.   Visit Jeff on YouTube,  Facebook, Twitter and at www.
jeffrsteele.com.

Erin Stevens is a uniquely talented 
18 year old shutterbug, singer, 
guitar player, writer, blogger, social 
networker and shooting coach.  She 
is the owner/operator of Photos For 
Keeps By Erin.  She also travels in 
full-time Gospel music ministry with 
The Stevens Family.  Photography is 
her passion, and singing for Christ 

is her calling.  Check out her photography website www.
photosforkeepsbyerin.com and her ministry website www.
stevensfamilymusic.com.

Sherry Anne Lints, a Doctor of Chi-
ropractic, singer, speaker, actress, 
writer and fitness trainer, was born 
with a bilateral hearing and speech 
impairment. She appeared in the 
films, Clancy and The Perfect Gift and 
was a special guest on 100 Huntley 
Street, in Ontario, Canada. She is a 
contributing author for the book, 
Modern-Day Miracles and released 

her second CD, Keep on Prayin’, July 2012 and has opened 
for many of the Gaither Homecoming Artists. Additionally, 
Sherry Anne helps lead worship and drama at her church.  
For more information, visit: www.SherryAnne.com.

Vonda Easley is the owner of Hope’s 
Journey Christian Ministries and the 
voice of “The Strictly Southern Show” at 
WPIL 91.7 in Heflin, Alabama on Fridays 
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After graduating from Middle Tennessee 
State University with a Mass Communi-
cation degree, Craig Harris has been in 
the journalism field for more than 15 
years, working daily as both a photogra-
pher and writer at one of the largest 
non-daily publications in the state of 
Tennessee. He has experience in feature 
writing, news writing, action photogra-

phy, portrait photography, web-site maintenance and 
layout. Craig has been a part of numerous awards, both 
collective and individual honors in the journalism field. He 
has had articles published in numerous newspapers and 
magazines on a variety of subjects, most notably in the 
world of sports.
     Craig’s Southern Gospel interest dates back for approxi-
mately the same time span, having closely followed the 
industry since the later portion of the 1990s. He also per-
formed for seven years with a local trio prior to joining the 
SGN Scoops staff.

 
David’s distinctive sound and his abil-
ity to blend perfectly with a variety of 
vocalists has made him a valuable com-
modity on live events as well as in the 
studio.   His compassionate and gentle 
spirit makes him more than an artist, it 
makes him a great friend! 
     David began singing at age 6 with 
family.  In 1990, he filled in for the 

Speer Family and later that year he became the lead vocal-
ist for The Trailblazers.  In 2002, Staton filled the lead posi-
tion with Priority.  While with Priority, the group was the 
resident gospel group at the Silver Dollar City theme park 
in Branson, MO and they performed for over one million 
people in one year.   After the group disbanded in 1995, 
David continued to write for artists in many different genres 
of music while occasionally performing solo.  It was during 
this time that his song, “Every Knee Shall Bow”, recorded by 
Dottie Peoples, was nominated for a Grammy Award.  His 
song, “Together We Can” was adopted as the national theme 
song to bring awareness to violence in schools.  The music 
video (Together We Can) that featured many Atlanta based 
artists was shown at the 1999 Grammy Awards show, which 
helped launch the careers of artists like R&B’s Jagged Edge, 
India Arie, and 4.0.  In 2004, David partnered with Mike 
LeFevre to form The LeFevre Quartet.  During the seven 
years that he was the lead vocalist, the group had many 
hit songs and won many awards. After leaving the LeFevre 

Quartet in 2011, Staton began working on a solo project 
and also began singing with Palmetto State Quartet.  The 
group appeared on television and toured with country mu-
sic superstar, Wynonna Judd while Staton was there.   
     Through the years, artists like Gold City, Jeff & Sheri Easter, 
Kingsmen, Singing Americans, Dixie Melody Boys, Imperi-
als, Dottie Peoples, Ball Brothers, LeFevre Quartet, Palmetto 
State Quartet, Priority, Trailblazers, The Greenes, Ivan Parker, 
Brian Free and many more have recorded David’s music. 
From 2005 to 2013, Staton was the Executive Vice President 
for Song Garden Music Group in Nashville, TN.  In recent 
years, the National Quartet Convention has asked David to 
be a part of an industry advisory panel to help artists who 
need assistance and training.  Not only has David made a 
mark as an artist, he is passing on his talent and knowledge 
to new artists, influencing and shaping the future of Gospel 
music.

Kelly Nelon Clark is the daughter of 
Gospel Music icon, the late Rex Nelon. 
As part of her father’s group, The 
Nelons, she blazed a musical trail 
bringing a fresh new sound to the 
traditional Gospel quartet style. That 
sound and style influenced a genera-
tion of Gospel music performers and 
can be heard today in the styling of 

groups like the Martins, Point of Grace, The Crabb Family 
and more.
 As The Nelons broke new ground, the Gospel Music 
industry repeatedly recognized their excellence. The group 
won four GMA Dove awards as well as multiple awards 
from readers of Singing News Magazine. Kelly was named 
female vocalist of the year on four occasions and received 
favorite alto vocalist award 3 times. At one time, Kelly was 
the most awarded artists in the history of the Singing News 
Fan Awards. The music industry at large also recognized The 
Nelons with 3 Grammy nominations.
 Today, Kelly currently performs throughout the 
United States, Canada and Europe with her husband and 
two daughters as The Nelons. The group is featured in 
hundreds of churches and concerts each year.  The Nelons 
have been part of Gaither Homecoming concerts sharing 
their music with thousands of Gospel Music fans in sold-out 
arenas across the country. For more information, visit http://
www.kellynelon.com/.
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Hannah Webb is the soprano of the 
Rick Webb Family and director of ra-
dio promotion and relations for Song 
Garden Music Group. Hannah and her 
family have shared the platform with 
noted personalities such Governor 
Mike Huckabee, Dr. David Jeremiah, 
George Beverly Shea, William Gra-
ham, Kathy Ireland just to name a few 

and has made multiple network appearances with the TCT 
Network. Talent winner at Miss North Carolina 2013, Hannah 
also appeared on Jeff Foxworthy’s “The American Bible Chal-
lenge” season 3. An advocate and spokesperson for Com-
passion International, she is completing her Business and 
Communications Major through Liberty University Online.

 Marcie Gray was born and raised in 
sunny California, yet always dreamed of 
moving to Tennessee. She had planned 
to move to the south as a young adult 
and sing with a gospel group, after 
being inspired to do so by her Great 
Uncle, Alphus LeFevre. Though it took 
longer than she had expected, in 2011, 
her dream of moving east finally came 
true when her husband, Don, retired 

from the CHP. They packed up their two youngest daugh-
ters, three dogs and two horses and headed east. What a 
blessing to finally be where the tea is sweet, the Southern 
Gospel music is plentiful and there’s a Cracker Barrel on 
every corner!
 Spend ten minutes with Marcie and you’ll learn that 
she is rarely lacking for something to say. Her passion for 
Southern Gospel music, combined with her instinct to be 
behind the camera, makes journalism a very enjoyable out-
let for that “Type A” personality she has been affectionately 
labeled with by her family and friends.

Marcie is a worship leader, vocalist and songwriter. She has 
directed choirs of all ages and given voice lessons for many 
years. Her solo CD, “Almost Home” is expected to be released 
in the Spring of 2014.

Having family in ministry has given Marcie a desire to sup-
port those who are on the road sharing the gospel through 
song. Visit her website at www.graydoveministries.com to 
learn more!

 Lynn Mills is a talented writer who has 
a passion for music, specifically Gospel 
music.  Lynn authors the site Lynn’s 
Chronicles where she shares her 
experiences attending various concert 
events and what people can expect 
should they want to attend.  Also 
featured are CD & DVD Reviews, 
Devotionals, Photos, Video and News 

tidbits.  Keep up with Lynn online at http://lynnschronicles.
com or on facebook @ http://.facebook.com/lynns.chroni-
cles

Melissa Joy Wright is a vocalist/musi-
cian/evangelist with the Southern 
Gospel music group The WRIGHTS.  She 
is a wife, mother of three, and servant 
to the Risen Savior.  Melissa is a blog-
ger, focusing her attention on Spiritual 
and Physical Fitness and her passion: all 
things Southern Gospel!  She enjoys 
watching her kid’s activities, running, 
scrapbooking and crafting, and travel-

ing with her family.  Most importantly, Melissa’s calling is to 
spread the gospel of Jesus Christ and further Southern 
Gospel Music to a hurting world.

 Chris Clay is an evangelist and the 
baritone singer for the Southern Gospel 
group Hope’s Journey.  He resides in 
east central Alabama with his wife 
Salina and daughter Cadence.
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