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Publisher’s
Point

   by Rob Patz

It is fall and time for the harvest. I remember hearing stories from my mom about harvest time and being on the farm 
and what that meant. Harvest time is truly a time when we reap the seeds we have sown, planted and then watered 
during the year. I challenge you to start harvesting the things that you have planted. You might be saying, “Rob, I 
haven’t done a lot of planting lately!” 

It is amazing that we serve a God that doesn’t work on a farm schedule, He works on His schedule and His timing, 
That means you can begin planting good seeds today. I encourage you to take time in your day to plant seeds of faith, 
through reading your Bible and through actions that you take. I have been talking a lot about the theme of restoration 
over the past six months. God has been challenging me in that area and I truly believe that He is beginning to show 
me the harvest in this season.

So I’ve talked about faith and fall, and now I get to talk about one of my favorite sports, and that is football! It is 
football season and I hope you are as excited as I am. We are going to have our Fantasy Football league running and I 
will let you know every month how my team is doing.

I also want to encourage you this month to book your hotel room for Creekside. We are coming down to the last few 
days and in fact, we believe that by the end of the month we will be completely sold out at our host hotel. But don’t 
worry, we have seven other hotels that are partnered with us, so just call to get your information. We want you to be a 
part of Creekside 2016. I believe God has some amazing things ahead for this year. Last year, Midnight Prayer was such 
a time of revival for all of us. We want to encourage you to come, expecting a great word from God during all four days 
of Creekside Gospel Music Convention!

Until next time, this is the Publisher’s Point.

Welcome to the September edition of the Publisher’s Point. I 
am Rob Patz and in this month’s edition I want to talk about 
faith, fall and football - three of my favorite things. I’ve been 
reading the Scripture a lot lately and in Matthew 17:20 it says, 
“If you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to 
this mountain move from here to there…” I know we all have 
read that scripture a million times and if you haven’t, go check 
it out in Matthew. No, I am not a farmer, nor have I ever really 
planted anything, but I have seen a mustard seed. I realize 
just how small they really are and how Jesus used this story 
to encourage us in our faith.  You’re saying, “How does that 
encourage us?” It really shows that we don’t have to have a 
mountain of faith to move a mountain; instead we need to 
have faith that is small and a God that is big.
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Christian Country Expo update - CCX ’16 review

What a Time!

Christian Country Expo 2016 was held August 15th 
through the 18th and we really had a foot-stompin’ great 
time of Christian Country music. Not only was there 
great music all day and into the evening, there was the 
Christian Country Diamond Awards on Thursday night. 
We also welcomed Red Hen Records for a special 
showcase. We hope you like the great pictures!

Ava Kasich tells us, 
“It was such a joy 
to see Artists come 
together in one place 
to magnify our God 
in song and prayer. I 
love being a part of 
Christian Country 
Expo! Can’t wait to 
see what God has in 
store for next year!” 

“The Christian 
Country Expo was 
a great experience 

for me,” says Arkin Terrell. “It was so good to meet 

all of the artists 
and make life-
time friends! I’m 
already looking 
forward to next 
year’s event. I 
know it’s go-
ing to be  great! 
I would like to 
say to all who 
voted for me in 
the Diamond 

Awards this year, I’m so thankful and I really appreciate 
your support. Thanks to all the radio stations who have 
shared my music to your listening audience. You are 
such a blessing to us all. Special thanks to brother Rob 
Patz and sister Vonda Easley. [They] are the real deal.” 

Vonda Easley says, “[The] night after CCX Diamond 
Awards were over, two young girls (living an alterna-
tive lifestyle) walked up to Bev McCann’s table. They 
wanted to admit their sin, change from their ways, and 
live for Jesus! They both were saved. I just want to say 
‘Go God Go’! And ‘Go Bev’ for hearing His Voice and 
being obedient.... Why can’t everyone just focus on the 



real reason why we 
serve ? It’s ALL 
about Him y’all!”

Rob Patz adds, 
“Christian Country 
Expo is all about 
sharing the love 
of Jesus through 
music we enjoy 
and having fellow-
ship with others. 
So no matter what 
happens, if Jesus 
is lifted up, we’ve 
done our part. The 
fact that several 
were saved over 
the week means 
that the message 

was clear. God is good. Special thanks to our artists for 
making this event all about Him.”

Other comments as heard on Facebook:

Robert York: “[Tommy BrandtII] - that young man, 15 
years old, not only can he sing but can play as well. Did 
a great job with the Five O’Clock Band and his slot on 
the program.”

Drummond 
Family: “Thank 
you Lord for 
your bless-
ings! We are so 
humbled and 
honored to re-
ceive this award. 
Thank you to all 
who voted for 
us this year~we 
truly appreciate 
you for believing 

in us. God is great and greatly to be praised! 

Stafond Seago: “Finally! Arkin Terrell sweeps the 
diamond awards! The tri fecta! Album of year! Sunrise 
artist of the year! Song of the year! God is good! #arkin
terrellministries#silvercreekrecords

https://www.facebook.com/arkin.terrell
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/arkinterrellministries?source=feed_text&story_id=10205132027338539
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/arkinterrellministries?source=feed_text&story_id=10205132027338539
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/silvercreekrecords?source=feed_text&story_id=10205132027338539


Christian Country Diamond Awards

On August 18, 2016 the Diamond Awards in the 
Christian Country categories were presented at 
Christian Country Expo. And the winners are:

Christian Country Group Of The Year: Cross-
fire Gospel Band 

Sunrise Christian Country Group Of The 
Year: Drummond Family 

Christian Country Female Artist Of The Year: 
Mary James 

Christian Country Male Artist Of The Year: 
Tommy Brandt 

Sunrise Christian Country Vocalist Of The 
Year: Arkin Terrell 

Christian Country Song Of The Year: One 
Step Closer - Arkin Terrell

Christian Country Album Of The Year: One 
Step Closer - Arkin Terrell 

Christian Country Instrumentalist Of The 
Year: Tommy Brandt II 

Christian Country Songwriter Of The Year: 
Peter Christie 

Christian Country Video/DVD Of The Year: 
Blue Jeans and Biscuits - Shellem Cline 

Christian Country Broadcaster Of The Year: 
Hunter Logan - HLE Radio 

Christian Country Living Legend Award: Leo 
Johnston

Keep Track on Christian Country Expo.Com!

Be sure to follow our website for the dates and 
events in 2017! CCX is four great days of fel-
lowship and music that will change the rest of 
your year! More information is available at http://
www.christiancountryexpo.com. 

Watch Our Facebook Page For Next Year’s 
Event

Like us on Facebook and be sure to check there 
for pictures, news and all the action: https://www.
facebook.com/christiancountryexpo/

https://www.facebook.com/christiancountryexpo/
https://www.facebook.com/christiancountryexpo/
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The Hoppers

By Fayth Lore

Known as America’s Favorite Family, The Hoppers were 
formed in 1957 in the rural town of Madison, North Caro-
lina. An area famous for its agriculture, this small town 
birthed a singing family that has become a household name 
among Gospel Music fans around the world. Today, the 
group consists of Claude and Connie Hopper, their son 
Mike, their son Dean and his wife Kim, and Dean and Kim’s 
daughter Karlye. Whether they are singing in small town 
America or in New York City at Carnegie Hall, they always 
keep one thing in mind. The Hoppers sing for one reason and 
that is to glorify the name of Jesus Christ through their musi-
cal family legacy. 

Having traveled in the ministry for over 55 years, this family 
singing group has topped the Singing News and Billboard 
charts, and they have traveled with the Gaither Homecoming 
tours. Additionally, they are a featured artist on the Gaither 
Homecoming Video series. No stranger to Gospel Music, 
Connie Hopper has received the Marvin Norcross Award 
and has even been inducted to the Southern Gospel Music 
Hall of Fame. Yet with performances at presidential religious 
inaugural events and tours in Israel, Europe, and other loca-
tions throughout the world, all of the members of the group 
remain grounded in their faith.

Claude Hopper, the patriarch of the group, said he first heard 
about Gospel music in 1955. “I attended my first concert 
in 1956,” Claude says. “That night truly changed my life. 
I heard many of the greats of our time, but one who stood 
out the most was Dad Speer and his energy onstage, while 
waving his hand through his white hair, singing ‘I’m Bound 
for That City.’ I am a Baptist and we didn’t shout, but the 
Holy Spirit came over me and I shouted and leaped for joy 
because of the words of that song.”

The founder of the Hoppers, Claude serves on the board of 
directors for the National Quartet Convention and First Bank 
of Mayodan, NC, and is a founding member of the North 
Carolina Gospel Music Hall of Fame. He is heavily involved 
with music publishing as well, having started the Hopper 
Brothers & Connie Publishing. He was recognized in 1990 
by Senator Jesse Helms and North Carolina Governor Jim 
Martin for his contributions to the Gospel Music community 
for over 30 years. In 1999, Claude received an honorary 
degree of Doctor of Music from Oakland City University. 
Claude and his wife Connie are truly the glue that holds 
everything together, with their love for each other, love for 
family, and love for God.

Connie Hopper’s sweet spirit and compassion has comforted 
her children and grandchildren, and reassured the hearts of 
an infinite number of individuals. Following a bout with 
cancer, Connie authored a book titled, The Peace That Pass-
eth Understanding, a book detailing her testimony of God’s 
healing power and His abundant grace. She has also penned 
a devotional book titled, Heart of the Matter. Quite the pro-
lific writer, she has even written over 50 songs. 

When Connie is not writing, 
she enjoys reading books 
such as Catherine Mar-
shall’s book, The Helper, 
one she says she has re-
ferred to often for many 
years. Along with being a 
wife, mother, grandmother, 
and so much more, Connie 
also added college gradu-
ate to her list of accom-

A Musical Family Legacy
By Jennifer Campbell



 

plishments when she graduated in 2003 from Oakland City 
University with a degree in Religion. Needless to say, this 
inspirational woman of God is the cornerstone of the group.

Connie would not be the person she is today without Godly 
parents who raised her to know Jesus as her personal Savior. 
“I am thankful for an upbringing by my parents who taught 
me honesty, right from wrong, respect for others, and gave 
me a solid Christian foundation,” Connie shares. “They also 
taught me the principle of a good work ethic. They taught me 
to work.”

In the same manner, Claude and Connie Hopper have also 
taught their children the value of a good work ethic and the 
necessity of a Christian foundation. Their sons Mike and 
Dean travel with them on the road year round, following in 
the footsteps of their parents. Dean started out as a drummer 
for the group and stepped out onto the middle of the stage 
as lead singer beginning in 1981. He has received numer-
ous industry award nominations for Favorite Lead Vocalist, 
and serves on the board of directors for the North Carolina 
Gospel Music Hall of Fame, Singing in the Sun, Gatlinburg 
Gathering, and the Great Western SG Fan Festival. Hav-
ing traveled over two decades with his family, he has many 

interesting stories from the road to share.

Dean reminisces about a 
time when his dad Claude 
chartered the first Singing 
at Sea cruise. “When I 
was a kid, my dad and the 
late Eldridge Fox (former 
owner of the Kingsmen) 
chartered the first ship 
for Gospel music’s first 
ever cruise, The Singing 
at Sea,” recalls Dean. “It 
was the early 70’s and 
Maritime Law was more 
of a suggestion than it 

was actual rules. As we docked on the much more desolate 

island of a 1970’s Nassau, myself and some of the other kids 
from that generation were blown away to watch the local 
children climb up our anchor’s rope and once reaching the 
pool deck, dive off head first into those never-ending waters. 
I was a tough cookie of a kid––not much really scared me––
so with no mom or dad around to stop us, I jumped off the 
back of that boat without a second thought. Thinking about it 
now, that was probably one of the dumbest and most incred-
ible things I’ve ever done. (laughs) 

“If I were to choose something ‘incredible’ that I was 
also proud of, it would be walking across my university’s 
stage to receive my bachelor degree in business. I was 
sprinkled in amongst the ‘regular’ students, but I was 40 
years old. My mother received her degree in theology the 
same day.”

Undoubtedly, it is not surprising that Dean would successful-
ly complete the requirements to obtain a degree in business. 
His dad taught him the value of hard work at a very young 
age. “Before I was even a teenager,” Dean remembers, “Me 
and Dad built the wooden and barbed-wire fence (by hand) 
that encompasses his entire 100+ acre farm. Now, when I 
say ‘me and Dad,’ I mean that Dad gave me the tools, then 
jumped on his tractor and headed to his hay field on another 
highway. I’m certain there’s a deep, philosophical parable in 
there. Jesus would have known how to tell it!”

As a member of the nationally acclaimed musical family, 
the Greenes, Kim Greene Hopper has literally grown up 



with Gospel music flowing through her veins, so to speak. 
Kim recalls the moment she began to truly fall in love with 
this genre of music: “I can remember being about 12 years 
old when I realized I had ‘favorite’ artists. I would sit in my 
room and listen to records by the Goodmans, the Downings, 
the Rambos, and so many more. I sang along and sometimes 
would mimic the ladies in each group, matching their tones. 
It wasn’t long before I realized that God had given me some-
thing special. 

“Even at such a young age, it was in one of those moments 
in my room with my record player that I felt the Lord speak-
ing to me. You always hear people say it wasn’t an audible 
voice, and it wasn’t! But I know I heard ”I taught you to sing 
for Me.” It was in that moment that I knew, in some capacity, 
I would minister through song. I haven’t questioned my life’s 
calling since.”

Kim sang with her brothers as the Greenes for 10 years 
before marrying her husband Dean in 1988. Her powerful so-
prano voice has garnered many industry and fan awards, yet 
she would tell you that one of her greatest blessings in life 
are her two daughters, Karlye Jade and Lexus Jazz. Kim has 
recorded two solo projects and has a third solo album in the 
works with Daywind Records.

Mike Hopper began playing the drums for the group at the 
young age of 13 years old. He has become one of Gospel 
Music’s highly acclaimed musicians, having been named the 
Singing News Fan Awards Favorite Musician in 2001. Since 
then, he has joined the board of directors for both the Sing-
ing News Fan Awards and Great Western SG Fan Festival. 

In addition to his percussionist skills, Mike is a talented vo-
calist. One interesting fact about Mike is that he is a licensed 
airplane pilot. But what keeps him busy during the week is 
working alongside his brother at The Farm, a full-service 
recording, mastering, and digital editing facility they opened 
in January 2001. While one might think it is all work and no 
play, Mike says his hobbies are mostly work related. Yet he 
says he enjoys editing video and audio content.

When he is not working, Mike enjoys traveling. He says, “I 
love vacationing in South America: Brazil, Chile, and Ar-
gentina. And the Far East. Hong Kong is one of my favorite 
cities.” Mike said for a vacation destination closer to home, 
he would visit Bald Head Island, NC. One memorable trip he 
took was when he was a special guest on the Touched by an 
Angel television series. He appeared alongside Randy Travis, 
John Schneider, Delta Burke, and the Gaither Vocal Band.

The newest member of the Hoppers is still no stranger to the 
stage, having appeared on Gaither Homecoming Videos at a 
very young age. Karlye Hopper, daughter of Dean and Kim, 
knows what it’s like to grow up on a tour bus. Along the 
way, she has met some remarkable people (and characters) 
who have influenced her life greatly. 

Karlye shares, “I wish I could say that out of all the amaz-
ing, brilliant and positive human beings I’ve been fortunate 
enough to meet or know, that I marched straight away from 
an inspirational conversation and started my first lemonade 
stand or something. Sadly, it just never seemed to work out 
that way. In fact, one of the wisest men I ever knew passed 
away before I even got to these ‘pivotal,’ neck-breaking 
points in life. You know, the ones we twenty-somethings 
think are ‘neck-breaking.’ He went by, simply, ‘Doc’ to all 
of us and his peers, but he really had the credentials to back 
it up. Plural. If he couldn’t confidently discuss a subject for 
more than an hour, he would just go get a PhD in that field of 
study. You don’t see that kind of self-refinement these days.

“In another twist of inadvertent influence, I watched a 
Harry Potter movie when I was far too young and a particu-
lar ghostly character’s moans about Harry not having a pur-
pose in life rung in my elementary ears for weeks. I would 
wake, tearstained and puffy-eyed, having thought I heard 
moaning voices in my own bathroom, I needed to face the 
possibility––What if I didn’t have a purpose?! It scarred me 
and scared me, but ultimately, spurred my first steps toward 
realizing how much we all need some Jesus. Aside from 
Doc and Harry, strong and smart women like my mother, Dr. 
Karen Weyler, Sylvia Plath, Cindy Morgan, Gloria Gaither 
and––hey––even Connie Hopper keep me on my toes and 
starry-eyed.”

Kim and Dean are certainly proud of their two daughters, 
Karlye and Lexy. Dean says, “It’d be easy for me to say that 
my two girls are this life’s greatest achievement. Now, don’t 
misunderstand me, my girls were not easy! (laughs) But, 
it is easy, because my kids are my favorite thing and rich-
est blessing. A day doesn’t go by that they don’t make me 
smile.”

Karlye says traveling with her family is a blessing. Con-
cerning what it’s like to travel with them, she shares, “I’m 
sentimental. Let’s answer this a bit more tongue-in-cheek… 
Well, my mother has quite the…volume... so finding my part 
and staying on pitch is nearly impossible. And Dad? Well, 
he stands on the opposite side of her. So there ain’t a chance 



of me hearing him. Michael’s pushing so many buttons, I’m 
surprised fire alarms and power outages aren’t a weekly oc-
currence instead of an ‘every once in awhile’ thing. Then 
there’s sweet, sweet Connie. Everybody loves Connie. She 
could walk out in a swan costume and next week, at the 
Vatican, the Papacy will have adopted a swan look. My Pop, 
oh Claude, he’s too much for anyone. Traveling with them is 
a never-ending, non-navigable jungle. I’ve never known, nor 
would I have it, any other way. I’m beyond blessed to belong 
to a family with a rich history and heritage.”

While they have enjoyed many joyful moments together, 
there have also been some valleys this family has had to 
traverse together. Kim talks about a time when her mom was 
in critical condition. “My mother was rushed by ambulance 
to the ICU in October of 2014 for, what would eventually be 
diagnosed as, acute necrotic pancreatitis,” says Kim. “Little 
did I know that the ICU floor would become hers and mine 
new home for eleven weeks. As she would regress and be put 
on a ventilator, not only were my days and nights spent by 
Mama’s side, but I began to try to share my energy in hopes 
of willing her to live. 

“Amidst this, I was trying to be a mother to my babies while 
Dean was on the road having to work with fill-ins for both 
myself and Connie. I became my mother’s power of attor-
ney, making life and death decisions for her while she lay in 
her hospital bed––completely conscious of her surroundings 
but physically dwindling. All the while my youngest, Lexy, 
still needed a nanny and hers abruptly left us one day while 
she was in dance class and I was with Mom. It was a taxing 
time on me: mentally, physically and emotionally. I’ve been 
through a lot of trying situations, but none that had ever af-
fected me so much in this many ways.”

The Hoppers have a rich family legacy that extends beyond 
the Gospel Music industry and into the hearts and lives of 
everyone they have encountered throughout their 55 plus 
years of ministry. It is sure that their dedication to keeping 
Gospel Music alive and well will continue for many years to 
come. 

Claude says it best, “My prayer and hope for The Hoppers in 
10 years is to still enjoy getting on the bus every weekend, 
going to sing night after night, and proclaiming the Gospel 
to the world after 60 years of ministry. One of the things I’ve 
learned is if you will remain faithful, He will never let you 
down! God has blessed us throughout our ministry and will 
continue for years to come.” The Hoppers will continue pro-
claiming Jesus through song, as they share the priceless gift 
that God has given them: a musical family legacy orches-
trated by God above.

 
  

 

www.thewalkersonline.com
www.crosspointemusic.com


Wisdom from Wells
by Dusty Wells

Lately it sure does seem like life is more hectic, crazier and 
busier than ever before.  It feels like every time I stop to just 
sit still for a few minutes, that my mind begins to race fast 
and furious and I am reminded of all the things I need to do, 
projects that I haven’t done or things I should be working on 
and finishing. Deadlines seem to scream my name loudly.   

Even right now as I am writing this I feel slightly over-
whelmed with work, 
missed phone calls, way 
too many texts, unan-
swered emails, unopened 
mail, projects that need 
to be done and the list of 
all that I need to do and 
should be doing keeps 
growing and growing.  

Now I am fairly certain 
that the majority of those 
of you who are read-

ing this, truly understand and have these same feelings and 
emotions at times. And ya know what? It’s okay my friend. 
It really is. It’s time for us to take a look at all the stuff that 
makes us feel this way and somehow prioritize it. Make the 
decision to live the too-busy life a little different and at least 
try to be not so busy.

It won’t be easy, but I think it will help all of us.

For me I have decided that the minute I start feeling that 
overwhelmingly-too-busy feeling, then it’s at that time that I 
am going to stop, breathe in, take time to examine all that is 
going on in my life and make the decision to slow down and 
prioritize what is important, what can be done now and what 
can wait or be done later.   

Now let me assure you this will not be easy for me, and if 
you decide to try to make this a part of your daily growth, it 
will be difficult at times. But it’s so important for every part 
of our life, our future, our careers, our calling and especially 
for those who are in our lives. We have all been entrusted 



with so many won-
derful gifts, talents, 
responsibilities, 
friends, family; why 
wouldn’t we want 
to do better in the 
way we respond to 
all of these trea-
sures.  

There is no easy 
way to start in slow-

ing down, but just to look at it all and begin. Take a look at 
the most important and start there. Make sure you are reply-
ing to the texts and emails that need to be answered. How 
much do you hate it when you don’t get a response or a very 
delayed answer or reply to something that you have asked or 
shared. I know I hate that. I think you are all smart enough to 
get the picture.  

The greatest blessing of slowing down is how it will make 
you feel knowing that you are “taking time and making 
time” and in the midst of this, I know that you will find 
yourself talking to God a little more in regards to all that you 
are dealing with and walking through. There is nothing like 
that sweet new awareness and listening close as you begin to 
slow down. 

Yeah, let me assure you, I have done this so many times; in 
fact it’s usually about every other week or so that I have to 
take a look at my wacky, crazy, stressed and busy life and 
remind myself the importance of all of this. In fact even as I 
write this, I know it’s once again time for me to slow down.

How about you???

You can do it…you really can.

www.millermusicgroup.org
https://www.facebook.com/Carla-Redemption-Ministries-83821386913/?fref=nf


www.gregloginsandrevival.com


YOUNGEr PERSPECTIVE

BY ERIN STEVENS

Jared Easter

A word from the writer…

Sometimes it’s difficult to pick out the genuine hearts in a 
crowd, or on stage. Some are going through the motions and 
forcing the smiles, but then there are others who are uniquely 
set apart. In this day and age, that is a rare thing to come by. 
I am delighted that one such tender soul has found his way 
into the Younger Perspective nook this month. If you have, 
in recent history, been to a Jeff and Sheri Easter concert, 
you not know who the pickin’ and grinnin’ fellow is in the 
background. Today’s your chance to change all that. May I 
introduce you all to the multi-talented, Jared Easter. Take it 
away, friend.

Erin: When did you first discover your love for music?

Jared: Music has always been a way of life in my family so 
I’ve been surrounded by it for as long as I can remember. 
They tell me I started learning the mandolin at five years old. 
I just never remember not playing music. 

Erin: I’m sure many people might assume that you’re a long, 
lost son of Jeff and Sheri’s. But really, for those that don’t 
know, how are you connected into the Easter clan?

Jared: My grandpa is Russel Easter, Sr. (Jeff’s uncle) of the 
Easter Brothers. For their whole career they always brought 
up their kids and grandkids to play behind them in the band. 
My dad traveled alongside Jeff and the rest of the cousins 
throughout their childhoods, and the same tradition was 
handed down to me. I had the honor of traveling with The 
Easter Brothers for over 10 years before joining Jeff and 
Sheri. 

Erin: How many instruments do you play? Did you take 
lessons for any of them as a kid, is it solely raw talent, or a 
little of both?

Jared: I can make noise on a lot of different things! From 
a very young age I had the desire, and would pray at night 

to play more and more instruments. I have never claimed 
to have mastered any of them, but I do have an equal love 
for them all. On stage I play Steel Guitar, Banjo, Mandolin, 
Acoustic Guitar and Piano. 

Erin: What’s the story behind how you came to travel full 
time with Jeff, Sheri and Morgan?

Jared: It was really a God thing. The Easter Brothers had 
begun slowing down and not taking many dates. I had been 
filling the newfound time helping out with my brothers’ 



    Iconstruction business in my hometown (Mount Airy, NC). 
Around the same time, Jeff and Sheri’s son Madison was 
coming off the road to focus more on his work in the studio 
and singing/songwriting with his wife, Shannon. Jeff gave 
me a call and asked if I’d be interested, and I immediately 
jumped on board. I’ve always loved not only their music, 
but the whole family as people. Traveling with Jeff is about 
as you would expect. His sense of humor keeps things very 

interesting for sure! But he is also the most kind-hearted 
person I know, and I have learned a lot watching the two of 
them first hand. 

Erin: How did you and your wife meet back in the day? Spill 
the romance for these fine readers.

Jared: Christina and I met at what later became my home 
church in Mount Airy. I played there with my brother’s 
group on the church’s family day and she was sitting on the 
front row. She asked for my number for her friend, and we 
never looked back. We were only 15 when we started dating 
and decided to marry when we were 19. I feel very blessed 
to have found my life partner at such a young age and don’t 
take that for granted. 

Erin: With still being a new daddy, how are you and Chris-
tina juggling life while you’re on and off the road?

Jared: Finally! I thought you’d never ask. Our little boy, 
Nash, is turning eight months old in August and is the defini-
tion of a “bouncing” baby boy. He has quickly became my 
joy in life, and it’s hard to think back to a time before he was 
with us. Christina works during the week so that gives Nash 
and I lots of bonding time. Leaving him for the weekend is 
definitely the toughest part of the job, but my wife is sure to 
flood me with pictures and videos of his every move! 

Erin: What’s been your favorite venue to play to date?

Jared: We started playing Silver Dollar City with the Easter 
Brothers years ago, and it’s long since been a date I look 
forward to every year. I’m the first one on the bus to wake up 
early in the morning like a kid at Christmas, ready to con-
quer the fastest and tallest rides! 

Erin: How do you typically pass the time on the road with 
the gang?

Jared: Among the obvious time pass-
ers of movies, tv shows and good 
conversations, I’ve always had a 
love for songwriting. I enjoy co-
writing with everyone on the bus as 
well as using songs to pass the time 
to and from Lincolnton, GA (Jeff 
and Sheri’s home office), and my 
hometown in NC, which is about a 
five-hour commute every week. 

Erin: For anyone who follows you 
on social media, they will know that 
you just lost a lot of weight. Great 
job! With that being said, what’s still 
your favorite food to indulge in....
you know, once in awhile?

Jared: One thing everyone will tell 
you about me is that when I set my 
mind to something, it can almost be 

annoying how determined I am. I have been on a strict low 
carb diet, along with running every morning that I’m home, 
and I can count on one hand the times I’ve cheated. When it 
happens, it’s usually a slice of pizza or maybe a bite or two 
of pasta, my favorite! 

Erin: What is your life verse, and why does it hold such 
meaning to you personally?

Jared: Proverbs 3:5-8 “Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; 
and lean not unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways 
acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.”

My grandfather has always said, “When you wonder if 
you’re in the Lord’s will, just ask yourself, am I doing this 
for the glory of God? If the answer is yes, it’s His will.” I’ve 
always tried to use the talents the Lord has given me for the 
ministry, and He has always blessed me for that. 

Erin: How has the Lord been using you to minister into oth-
ers lives when they get to meet you after a concert?

Jared: I love getting to meet and talk with so many new 
people as we travel. You hear a lot of stories. Some of good 
news and some of difficult times and broken hearts. It’s 
important just to be real with people. We all have hard times 
and need Jesus every day. The truth is, more times than I can 
count, it’s me that gets ministered to in our concerts. Both by 
the move of God during the concert, and by the testimonies 



of the people I get to 
meet. 

Closing words from 
the writer…

Is that not the sweet-
est interview you’ve 
ever read? May Jar-
ed’s sincerity cause 
each of us to pause 
and ask ourselves if 
we’re stopping and 
listening to others as 
much as we should. 
I loved what he said 
about often being the 
one ministered to by 

the lives that impact him on the road. Funny, those folks 
probably think it’s the other way around. If we are tender 
enough to the Holy Spirit’s prompting, our hearts may be 
open to a blessing we never realized we needed. Thanks to 
Jared for being the real deal!

Until next month, Scoops fans. 

And that’s my take on it.

Connect with Erin: 

Twitter - @photosforkeeps 

Instagram - @photos_for_keeps

Who would YOU like to see Erin interview next?

www.kjic.org
mailto:Rob%40sgnscoops.com?subject=ad%20space%20inquiry
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By Lorraine Walker
Creekside Gospel Music Convention - Update!

Only a few short weeks until Creekside Gospel Music 
Convention descends on Pigeon Forge. We hope you 
have made your hotel reservations. Creekside runs Oc-
tober 31st through November 3rd, 2016, at the Smoky 
Mountain Convention Center, Pigeon Forge. Remember 
that the Creekside tickets are FREE but must be RE-
SERVED! Do it today at www.creeksidegospelmusic-
convention.com.

Stop the Presses! Extra Special Guest coming to 
Creekside!

Pigeon Forge will be the site for Breakfast with A Spe-
cial Guest during Creekside 2016. We are thrilled that 
this songstress is planning to join us but plans were not 
finalized at press time. We cannot wait to publish that 

she will be joining us to share her songs and delightful 
personality. Please watch the Creekside Facebook site 
and the SGNScoops news site for first notice of this 
Extra Special Guest.

Who else is coming to Creekside?

Some of the artists performing at Creekside include: 
The Pine Ridge Boys, Shellem Cline, Alliance 
Quartet, Drummond Family, Heart’s Song, Jason 
Runnels, Sharps Quartet, Jordan’s River, Griffins, 
McKay Project, Surrendered, Chandlers, Connells, 
The Hyssongs, Ava Kasich, The Williamsons and 
more.

Don’t miss the special events happening every day and 
night, including the Diamond Awards, Hymn Sing, day-
time showcases, afternoon jam sessions and midnight 

http://www.creeksidegospelmusicconvention.com
http://www.creeksidegospelmusicconvention.com


prayer. For more information click on the Creekside 
website or Facebook page.

SGNScoops honors Archie Watkins

Every Monday evening during Creekside week, we 
honor a leading member of the Gospel music commu-
nity and this year we will honor Mr. Archie Watkins. 
For those of you who may not be familiar with this 
gentleman, he is one of the founding members of The 
Inspirations from Bryson City, North Carolina. At the 
age of 15, Archie was travelling with this mountain-
born, traditional quartet and singing such hits as “Jesus 
Is Coming Soon” and “Touring That City,” and appear-
ing on the Gospel Singing Jubilee. 

SGNScoops is thrilled to join with host Dr. Jerry Goff 
in recognizing this distinguished gentlemen. Many of 
Archie’s friends will be joining us that evening, to re-
member stories from days gone by and to indeed honor 
Archie by their presence. Among these will be Troy 
Burns and Eddie Deitz. We might even get Archie to 
sing a number or two.

Don’t miss this auspicious beginning to Creekside 
2016. Reserve your accommodations at one of Pi-
geon Forge’s finest lodgings, the Ramada Hotel at the 
Smokey Mountain Convention Center, now. Rates start 
as low as $182 per person (based on double occupancy) 
for reservations call Rob at 360.933.0741 or contact 
Salina Clay for hotel reservations at hotels@sgnscoops.
com or by phone at 256.239.7716.

Creekside Classic ‘16

Reserve your spot at the newest Southern Gospel Golf 
Tournament on Wednesday, November 2nd, for men 
and women of all ages. Reservations are $25 per per-
son. Contact Russell Wise to register yourself or a team 
at 256-458-6943.

Something Special

Monday, October 31st: SGNScoops and Dr. Jerry Goff 
honor Mr. Archie Watkins. Monday afternoon, the Ex-
hibit Hall is open, filled with artists’ booths and singers 
waiting to chat with you. The Hall will be open every 
day and is part of your free admission to Creekside.

Tuesday, November 1: Creekside presents daytime 
showcases every day to fill your mornings with music. 
In the afternoon, Scott Roberts and the Five O’Clock 
Band will be headlining a stellar cast of artists to warm 
up the listeners for an evening of song. 

The Diamond Awards will be presented during the 
Convention on Tuesday night, November 1st, 2016, 
during a celebration hosted by Dr. Jerry and Jan Goff. 
Make sure your favorite artist is recognized. Vote to-
day! The Top Five nominees are waiting to be voted on 
by you! http://www.sgnscoops.com/the-2016-diamond-
award-nominations-2/. Midnight Prayer returns each 
night before you head to your room to rest up for the 

mailto:hotels@sgnscoops.com
mailto:hotels@sgnscoops.com


following day.

Wednesday, November 2: Joseph Habedank will be 
our special guest on the Wednesday showcase. Fol-
lowing this is the Creekside Classic ‘16 and then the 
afternoon Jam Session with The Five O’clock Band. 
Wednesday night and Thursday night also have special 
events happening during the evening program, so plan 
to stay the entire time. Don’t forget to attend Midnight 
Prayer!

Thursday, November 3: Morning showcases, after-
noon Jam Session with The Five O’clock Band and a 
special Evening Concert will finish Creekside 2016 
with a bang!

Fifth Anniversary VIP Passes Available

This is going to be a special year with exciting things 
going on all four days and we want to encourage you to 
purchase your $25 VIP ticket for ALL four days! That 
works out to a little over six dollars a day. There is no-
where else that you can get such a great value and see 
so many fantastic Southern Gospel Groups. And VIP 
means preferred seating, special gifts and backstage 
events. If you are interested in purchasing your $25 VIP 
ticket call Rob at 360 933 0741 or for information on 
purchasing online go to www.sgnscoops.com/can-vip-
25-creekside-2016

What You Need To Know

Your Creekside fifth anniversary tickets must be re-

served here: Creeksidegospelmusicconvention.com.

For more information, latest news and artists scheduled 
to appear, visit the Creekside page on Facebook here: 
https://www.facebook.com/Creeksidegospelmusiccon-
vention . 

www.avalkasichministries.org
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1 Arkin Terrell If This is All There Is
2 Debbie Seagraves Where Was God
3 Bruce HedrickGravy Gravy
4 Mary James Fearfully , Wonderfully Made
5 Ryan Watkins One More Time
6 Christian Davis Just Show Up
7 J.T. Lewis Shoot Straight
8 Kevin Woody Up To Something
9 The Tacketts And I Know
10 Randy Paul Moonshine
11 Johnny Rowlette Old Mustang
12 Hillary Scott/ Scott Family Thy Will
13 Jim Sheldon Church Like We Knew Back Then
14 Bev McCann 24 Hours A Day
15 Flint Thompson To You
16 Sunday Drive Don’t Drown
17 Hunter Erwin Hold Everything
18 Kali Rose Jesus On The Jukebox
19 Steve Shirey Here in America
20 The Arenos Thou Knowest
21 True Heart Wouldn’t You Do This for Me
22 Dwayne Hudson A Bible And A Bus Ticket Home
23 33 Miles Something Different About You
24 Tommy Brandt Broken



25 Freddy Pate Crossroads
26 Shellem Cline Hello Daddy
27 Jeff and Sheri Easter Small Town Someone
28 Danny Ray Harris It’s All Good
29 Larry Ray American Family
30 Gillis Silo God Knows My Name
31 Corey Farlow Let Me Live
32 Craig Campbell Outskirts of Heaven
33 James Gee Where Do You Want Me To Be
34 Phillip Dain Powell Half Of Who You Are
35 The Fowlers What You Did For Me
36 Miles Pike Hard
37 The Wards This Is The Day
38 Brian Carroll God’s Not Me
39 Carter Robertson Band Little Yellow Seeds
40 Crossfire Band Gimme Back My Country

www.thewrightsministries.com


 Looking forward to a great Summer and Fall of Worship  

 Services, Concerts, Relaxing Trips and Family 

 Time, and of  course we'll climax the year with 

 SGNScoops Diamond Awards Nov 1, 2016!

 We had a great Winter with friends, ministers, and 

promoters during our stay in Florida. 

 We have a full schedule of church services, 

concerts, and senior programs for the remainder of the year. Lil' 

Jan and I have also scheduled personal times with two weeks in 

the Smokey Mountains, a week in New York, and a week in 

London, England. Please check our schedule for the times and 

dates of a program near you. We love sharing time with our 

Gospel Music Friends. (DrJerryGoff.com)

Check out our Singing at Sea Cruise for 2017. Make plans to go 

with us. It's the best vacation you'll ever have. - Dr. Jerry & Lil' Jan 

The World’s Largest Southern Gospel Music Cruise

KIDS SAIL FREE *

Full Ship Christian Cruise to the bahamas  departing from ft. lauderdale, Florida

February 13 - 17, 2017

Jerry Goff  & Lil’ Jan

Come join us on the Christian cruise that has 
More Music, More Fellowship, and More Fun!

TEMPLETON TOURS, INC.
The Leader in Christian Travel TTI Call 1-800-334-2630 for more information, or visit singingatsea.com.

www.drjerrygoff.com
www.singingatsea.com


HighRoad
By Justin McLeod

Male quartet four-part harmony is the look and sound 
most often identified with Southern Gospel music, and 
while there have has been no shortage of mixed groups 
holding their own in popularity through the years, one 
distinct sound that has long been absent is that of all-
female harmony. One set of ladies is striving to fill that 
void in the industry.

Already a well-known hit in Bluegrass and Country 
Gospel circles, HighRoad is quickly gaining popularity 
and momentum in traditional Gospel circles. “We don’t 
try to fit into any genre,” group founder Sarah Davison 
says. “We just want to be HighRoad. We love Country, 
Bluegrass, Southern Gospel, and Country. We hope that 
listeners will hear all of those genres in our music!”

Davison is the group’s co-founder and sole remaining 
founding member. She plays the piano and sings the 
lead vocals for the group. “I always knew that I was 
called to play and sing music,” she says. Making the 
journey from Iowa to Belmont University in Nashville 
paid dividends for Sarah, as her piano study has come 
in particularly handy!

The group’s current formation consists of mandolin 
and guitarist Kristen Bearfield; fiddle player Lauren 
Conklin; Davison; and guitar-playing vocalist Kinsey 
Kapfhammer. Along the course of their tenure, High-
Road has written many original songs and arranges all 
of their tunes in a way that is exclusively HighRoad, 
and showcases their musical talents. 

Known for their stellar harmonies and folksy, clas-
sic instrumentals, you might have heard of this group 
before by a slightly-different moniker, HighRoad III: 
“We added a three when it was just us three girls, and 
it’s haunted us ever since!” Davison says. The group’s 
official name is strictly HighRoad.

Since the group’s formation in 2010, their list of ac-
complishments and honors has risen significantly. 
They’ve played for gatherings such as the Alaska 
Baptist Convention, Tennessee Baptist Convention, 
Singing in the Sun, Gatlinburg Gathering, and the 
National Quartet Convention, as well as opened up 
for popular bluegrass favorites Dailey and Vincent. 
The group recently learned that they have achieved 

‘Taking the HighRoad’



the Top Five nominations in several categories of the 
SGNScoops 2016 Diamond Awards. Their latest release 
to radio, “Walk Beside Me” was presented on the Sing-
ing News Weekly Top Ten in June, shining the spotlight 
even more on these ladies.

This group has a fresh and unique sound and their new 
recording would be a perfect opportunity for you to 
hear a nice, even demonstration of their talent. Ben 
Isaacs produced this project at Skaggs Studios, entitled 
Somewhere I’m Going, featuring special guest Jason 
Crabb. Due out on September 30th and packed with 
compositions from the pens of the group’s members as 
well as Jerry Salley and Kenna Turner West, this au-
thor is very much looking forward to its arrival via the 
United States Postal Service! Preorders start September 
16th and can be ordered through their website. You can 
find out more information on the recording, as well as 

find out how to order your own copy and more on the 
group’s tour schedule at their website, HighRoadMusic.
com. 
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September 2016

This chart was compiled from a list of reporting stations. Each month we will be adding more stations. 

1 11th Hour Can You Burn
2 Jason Crabb Home
3 The Booth Brothers Dirt On My Hands
4 Brian Free and Assurance That’s Just What Grace Does
5 Jeff and Sheri Easter Small Town Someone
6 Karen Peck and New River Calling
7 The Mylon Hayes Family One More Opportunity
8 The Nelons My Father’s House
9 The Talleys After All This Time
10 The Whisnants A Grave Mistake
11 The Hyssongs Prepare To Be Amazed
12 The Tribute Quartet I Remember The Day
13 The Perrys Did I Just Hear The Thunder
14 The Kingdom Heirs Pieces
15 Logan Smith Come Spring
16 The Browders New Song
17 The Jim Brady Trio The Half That’s Never Been Told
18 The Triumphant Quartet Amazing God
19 The Erwins Greater
20 Shellem Cline Yes Jesus Loves Me
21 The McKameys That’s Why There’s A Cross
22 Georgia The Road Less Travelled
23 The Blackwood Brothers Forever Forgiven
24 The Guardians My Hope Is In The Lord
25 The Common Bond Quartet God Made A Way
26 Greater Vision He Does
27 The Kingsmen I Know
28 Keith Barkley and Family Tradition We’re Almost Home
29 Joseph Habedank Big Enough
30 Zane and Donna King It Takes Jesus
31 Josh and Ashley Franks In The Midst Of It All
32 The Soul Purpose Quartet Ever Since That Wonderful Day
33 The Inspirations Pray For Me
34 The Hoppers Jesus, The One
35 Watts, Rowsey and Bean When Revival Comes To Town
36 Ernie Haase and Signature Sound A Soldier Fighting To Go Home
37 Terry Davis and Ronnie Weiss I’m Still Here
38 The Taylors He Won’t Fail You
39 Amber Nelon Thompson Sing-a-long
40 The Collingsworth Family When He Carries Me Away
41 The Second Half Quartet Cheer The Weary Traveller
42 The Common Bond Quartet Do You Know Him
43 The Griffith Family Give His Love Away
44 Tim Livingston Without You
45 Chronicle Army Of One
46 The Riders All Of Our Hope
47 Faith’s Journey One More Beautiful Day
48 Great Day It Wasn’t Rainin’
49 Joseph Habedank Welcome Home



50 Lakeside It’s A God Thing
51 Landon Villines Better Days
52 The Wilburns It’s What He’s Done
53 The Victory Trio What A Time
54 Christian Davis Just Show Up
55 Mark Norman Murphy What A Beautiful Morn’n
56 Chris Freeman Burdens Are Lifted Away
57 The Hoppers If We Ever Got A Look
58 The Lore Family Trace The Grace
59 Mary James Fearfully, Wonderfully Made
60 Mark Bishop and Forget The Sea I Will Sing
61 Doug Anderson The Only One
62 The Nelons I Just Can’t Make It By Myself
63 The Soul’d Out Quartet What A Great Life
64 Austin and Ethan Whisnant I Lean On You Lord
65 Trinity 3 God Did It
66 The Dunns Everything I Am
67 The LeFevre Quartet Something
68 The Bledsoes Heaven Will Be Worth It All
69 The Old Time Preachers Quartet The Old Time Way
70 The Camerons Promises Of God
71 The Cupps Heaven Is Real
72 The Isaacs This Is The Year
73 The River’s Edge God’s Got A Better Plan
74 Rhonda Hinson Sullivan To Know Jesus
75 Gordon Mote Only Jesus Can Heal This Hurting World
76 Gaither Vocal Band Let It Start In Me
77 One Voice I Feel Like Travelling On
78 John Bowman Let The Hard Times Roll
79 The Walkers From A Roman Soldier’s Hand
80 Cana’s Voice Jesus Never Fails
81 The Down East Boys One Way, One Name, One Door
82 11th Hour Mountain Moving Faith
83 Sherry Anne I Know My God Cares For Me
84 The Joyaires For My Good
85 Canton Junction Tumbling Down
86 The Fowlers What You Did For Me
87 Larry Ray American Family
88 The Bowling Family I Was There
89 Paul’s Journey I’m Gonna Rise
90 The Rochesters Wedding Day
91 The Lore Family World Of Hurt
92 Greg Logins and Revival Until Then
93 The Broken Vessels American Christian
94 The Isaacs Leave It On The Altar
95 Anointed Cries From Home
96 The Stephens I Plead The Blood
97 The Parsons Redeemed Everything’s Gonna Be Alright
98 The Allen Family God Loves You
99 The Primitive Quartet He’s Been Better Than Good To Me

100 The Collingsworth Family What The Bible Says

https://www.facebook.com/sgnscoops
https://twitter.com/sgnscoops
https://www.linkedin.com/start/view-full-profile?_ed=0_NrZM2-GlgIhBK03oVzctiKDalb-ViB8GQE644uBDGqqqXcblvSaxMz1ip0HxRU-v&trk=ndir_viewmore
https://instagram.com/sgn.scoops/


Mickey Bell

Recently, I had the opportunity to ask Mickey Bell a 
few questions. He is back on radio every evening and 
filling some pretty big shoes! Are you ready? Here are 
my questions and Mickey’s answers.

Vonda: What is your current radio position, station, and 
station website?
MB: Host of the Dixie Gospel Caravan on WXJC, 
www.850wxjc.com. 

Vonda: Wayne Wallace was a great radio DJ. Any 
thoughts on being at a station where Wayne worked for 
so many years?
MB: Wayne was probably one of the most respected 
men in Southern Gospel radio. Following him on radio 
is like someone following Tim Riley in singing bass. He 
put 40-plus years into this show and while I am not try-
ing to replace Wayne, I simply want to build upon the 
great foundation he gave me.

Vonda: If you could visit any place in the world, where 
would you go?
MB: I would love to go into the mind of Chris West 
(Gold City) because I really don’t think it exists…

Vonda: Tell us about your church.
MB: My wife Wendy and I planted a church in Besse-
mer Alabama almost three years ago.  I say we are the 
church for the messed up people because this is the one 
place you can go and not feel the judgement stares or 
hear the whispers of someone talking about you.  This 
is a place where you are LOVED and not JUDGED.  
www.GraceChurchBessemer.com

Vonda: Mickey, you do a great job at radio. Was there 
a certain age that you knew radio was something you 
wanted to pursue? Tell us about it.
MB: My Dad owned a carpet store when I was 14 years 
old, so I had a summer job without ever having to apply 
for it. He took me on a job estimation once and little 
did I know that he had already talked to the potential 
customer about me. The customer was Bill Huber of 
WVSM in Rainsville, AL. When I walked in Mr. Bill 
started quizzing me on all the groups in the industry. 
Oh yeah, I was a Southern Gospel junkie. I knew every 
group lineup, where they lived and what color of bus 
the groups drove. At that time, I memorized the chart 
and could tell you anything you wanted to know.  Need-
less to say, I had an answer for everyone of Mr. Bill’s 
questions.

DJ Spotlight

Written By 
Vonda Easley



It was that moment that he hired me to be a DJ at 14. 
Between being a DJ and a musician, Southern Gospel 
music has always been a major part of my life.

Vonda: Do you have something to add?
MB: I choose to be different than all the others when it 
comes to SG radio. I think Christians should have fun 
and laugh which is why I work extra hard to make my 
shows fun and interactive. I help the audience under-
stand the lighter side of the industry and get to know 
the artists on a more personal level than just knowing 
what their favorite song might be. Funny things hap-
pen on the road and I think radio listeners enjoy hearing 
and laughing about those moments when I share it with 
them.

Thanks to Mickey Bell for sharing with us as we place 
him under the DJ Spotlight. Be sure to listen to Mickey 
on the Dixie Gospel Caravan, evenings from 7:00pm 
until Midnight at  www.850wxjc.com. Find out more 
about the station on Facebook at https://www.facebook.
com/wxjcthetruth/, or listen on the air at 92.5 FM and 
850 AM, The Truth. Let Mickey know what you think 
of the show at mickey@850wxjc.com.

Bugaboobugtrap@gmail.com

360-483-7966

The natural,non-toxic solution to get rid of annoying gnats and fruit flies 
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www.bugabootraps.wordpress.com
http://annette-bingaman.com
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Michael Helwig

By Justin Gilmore
Michael Helwig has sung lead, baritone and even tenor, 
but he returned to the lead part as a member of the leg-
endary Blackwood Brothers Quartet in 2012. Helwig, 
originally from Canada, has become a fan favorite vocal-
ist in Southern Gospel Music over the years. He has sung 
with the Wilburns, The Stamps, The Williamsons, and the 
Dixie Echoes among others before joining the Blackwood 
Brothers. Recently, Helwig was diagnosed with ALS and 
greatly needs prayer. 

Helwig remains strong despite the struggles, as does his 
voice. I greatly appreciate Mr. Helwig for taking time out 
of his busy schedule to do this interview. Here is some 
insight into this great man of faith! 

J. Gilmore: How did you get your start in Southern Gos-
pel music?

M. Helwig: Jackie Wilburn gave me my first full-time 
singing position in Gospel music. My wife Leslie and I 
had three young children at the time and I was working at 
a carpet store. We sold our house and most everything we 
owned and moved from Cambridge, Ontario to Carthage, 
TN. I’m still not sure if we were courageously living 
by faith or just young and foolish. Regardless, God has 
blessed us greatly.

J. Gilmore: That’s a big step that I think has paid off! 

Who are your musical influences?

M. Helwig: I would say my mother is my greatest mu-
sical influence. My earliest memory is being rocked in 
my mother’s arms while she was singing to me. I even 
remember the little made-up song that she would sing. 
When I was a teenager she heard me singing this song to 
myself and couldn’t believe that I remembered it. Appar-
ently, I was only a baby [at the time] less than a year old.

J. Gilmore: What an awesome memory. Who is your 
favorite singer in Gospel or Secular music?

M. Helwig: I think my all time favorite singer would be 
Nat King Cole.

 
J. Gilmore: Who are your favorite groups? Past or pres-
ent.

M. Helwig: The Cathedral Quartet would be at the top of 
my list of favorite groups followed closely by The States-
men and JD Sumner and the Stamps.

 
J. Gilmore: The Cathedrals were incredible. Speaking of 
amazing groups, how did you come in contact with the 
Blackwood Brothers?

of the Blackwood Brothers

An Interview with



 

M. Helwig: Butch Owens apparently told Billy and 
Wayne that I would be a good fit for the group. Billy 
called me and we met at Cracker Barrel in Lebanon. He 
hired me without me singing a note. The first time they 
heard me sing live was on stage with them at Jimmy’s 
farewell concert.

J. Gilmore: What has been the best part of traveling 
with the Blackwoods?

M. Helwig: I would say that the best part of singing with 
the Blackwood Brothers Quartet is the personalities of 
these guys. We all just get along really well.

J. Gilmore:  What is your favorite song to sing?

M. Helwig: Right now it would be one from Forever 
called “I Know In Whom I Have Believed.”

 
J. Gilmore: Love that song. What is your favorite Scrip-
ture verse?

M. Helwig: Well... this changes year to year, sometimes 
month to month but 
one that I have loved 
ever since I married 
Leslie is Ecclesias-
tes 3:14. I’ll let your 
readers look it up just 
in case some of them 
have dust on their 
Bibles. [said jokingly]

J. Gilmore: So you’ve 
sung several parts in 
your career including 
tenor and lead. Which 
do you prefer?

M. Helwig: I sang lead with the Wilburns, baritone with 
the Stamps and tenor with the Dixie Echoes. I now sing 
lead for the Blackwood Brothers Quartet and I think I 
like the lead part best.

 
J. Gilmore: What is something that people might not 
know about you?

M. Helwig: I love to invent or re-engineer things. Build-
ing something from a blueprint in my head is very satis-
fying, or taking a current invention and making it better.

 
J. Gilmore: What is the most memorable experience 
you’ve had in your years of singing Gospel music?

M. Helwig: That would be a tour to Australia, New Zea-

land and Thailand. When I was singing with the Stamps 
Quartet, Elvis Presley Enterprises hired us to travel as part 
of the Elvis The Concert tour. It was really fun to see the 
other side of the world; it gives you a better perspective 
on things. I guess you could say it aids your world view.

J. Gilmore: On a more serious note, you were recently di-
agnosed with ALS. What were the first things you noticed 
going wrong that ultimately led to the diagnosis?

M. Helwig: Hindsight being 20/20, looking back, I think 
that the first thing that I noticed was my balance being off. 
However, I just chalked that up to not being as young as 
I once was. After a year of bad balance, weakness in my 
foot, and a strange feeling of numbness, what led me to 
see my doctor was when my toes stopped moving.

J. Gilmore: Tell me about the impact this has had on your 
family.

M. Helwig: The impact on my family, so far, has been 
mostly, me just being a general pain in the butt. [laughs] 
They have to get me this and that, as well as help me into 
bed. Spiritually, it has made us stronger, and I know that 
the emotional strain has been hard for them to bear.

J. Gilmore: How has your faith helped you during your 
struggle with ALS? 

M. Helwig: My faith, ...hmmm, faith is the active ingredi-
ent in the formula, but the power comes from my heav-
enly Father.

J. Gilmore: Amen. What specific Scriptures have been a 
comfort to you during this time?

M. Helwig: Matthew 6: 9-13, and Matthew 26:36-46. I 
love to hear my Lord pray, I try to model my prayers after 

His.

J. Gilmore: Great word. What is the latest update? How 
can fans help you and your family?



M. Helwig: Keep praying!

J. Gilmore: Definitely! What are your plans once you 
can’t sing full-time anymore?

M. Helwig: Once I can no longer travel and sing I guess 
I’ll just sit or lay around the house and be bored. I mean, 
what else could I do? [laughs] Really, I will just be a dad, 
a husband, and serve my Lord in whatever capacity He 
has planned for me.

J. Gilmore: But you’re not done yet. Switching back to 
the group, tell me about the latest CD from the group.

M. Helwig: The latest recording is called Classics Vol-
ume 1. It is really special to me, there is a spirit to this re-
cording. The day I was diagnosed with ALS I came from 
the doctor’s office, shared the news with the boys, and 
then we went into the studio. You can feel the prayerful 
attitude of everyone when you listen.

J. Gilmore: Awesome. Any advice for aspiring Gospel 
artists?

M. Helwig: All good things arrive to them that wait and 
don’t die in the meantime. -Mark Twain

J. Gilmore: Haha That’s great! What can fans expect 
from the group this year?

M. Helwig: That’s a strange question, Justin. Expecta-
tions are very subjective and if I could predict futures 
accurately I would be very wealthy. So let’s just say we 
are praying and expecting God to richly bless this quartet 
and the fans that come to see us.

For more information on Michael and the rest of the 
Blackwood Brothers visit their website: blackwoodbroth-
ers.com.

Photographs courtesy of Memories by Modesty, Buddy 
Smith, Candi Combs, the Blackwood Brothers.

www.schofieldministries.com
www.mygospelmusic.tv




Chuck and I have experienced one of the busiest sea-
sons I have known in a long time and I am so thankful 
for all the opportunities God has given us; but at the 
same time I’m looking forward to slowing down and 
getting some rest.  

I really hate how sometimes in the church we equate 
busyness with spirituality. For instance, if you are 
super busy God is obviously using you. In American 
culture the trend is to try to fill up our calendars because 
we feel that the more God is using us the more people 
we are reaching.  

But I believe that if we are reaching the masses, but not 
making any lasting change, we are like the person in the 
parable that Jesus spoke about that said, “We healed the 
sick and cast out many demons in Your name,” and God 
said, “I never knew you.”
  
Our main ministry is our relationship with God, and 
then our relationship with those God has placed in 
our lives and then our life’s work.  

I am sitting in the airport in Doha Qatar writing this and 
thinking about how thankful I am for those God has 
placed in our lives. Those people who, without them, 
we could never do the stuff we do. I am thankful for the 
vehicle Papa God has given us to accomplish His plan 

in this earth. So thankful -  not only for the ministry 
side of what we do, but also for the creative side. 

Christian entertainment is a powerful tool and the 
older I get the more I realize that it must be stew-
arded well. This is the second time I have been in this 
airport in the past month and as an American woman 
it can be culturally shocking traveling into the Middle 
East. 

The last time we traveled here we spent the night at 
a hotel and while we traveled from our hotel and the 
airport, it amazed me that as we passed cars on the 
interstate during the morning rush hour traffic, I didn’t 
see one woman driving a car  I saw many men, but not 
one woman. In fact I didn’t even see a woman riding in 
a car.

On our trip over, we flew on a Muslim airline into 
a Middle Eastern country and while on that flight I 
watched a movie that shared the Gospel. It was un-
ashamedly Christian and it talked about Jesus, faith and 
supernatural healing. 

Once again I was struck at how thankful I am that God 
has allowed us to be in the type of ministry we are in, 
using our gift to bring the message of Christ to the 
world with entertainment.

Day By Day

By Selena Day



Chuck writes songs and over the years I have seen on 
his royalty statements a few of his songs were played 
on airlines, and when I was watching this movie I was 
reminded of the great responsibility we carry. As artists 
we can enter into arenas that most cannot. We are 
invited into closed areas, and the doors that are closed 

to the policy mak-
ers, are opened 
to us because we 
come in with the 
name entertainer. 
Through this 
gift of entertain-
ment we become 
influencers in this 
world.

I will never forget 
a few months 

ago, Chuck sang old Gospel songs in a refugee camp in 
Greece. Songs such as “Amazing Grace,” and “The Old 
Rugged Cross,” as well as some old Country favorites. 
It was amazing to see how the people were drawn to the 
music. 

If you are called to this type of ministry, preside over 
it with care and diligence, knowing that what you 
carry is far more valuable than gold. You are bring-
ing Christ into areas that otherwise would not invite 
him in.  

Let us also support that which is wholesome in the 
arts, knowing that when we choose to support Christian 
entertainment, we are essentially giving to help bring 
the lost to know our Savior.  

Everyone is a part of the plan God has for this world 
and whatever you do, do it with excellence and with the 
full assurance that all things do work for the good of 
those who are called according to His purpose.  

Knowing that as you sing your song, write your book, 
paint your picture, put together your movie, you are 
doing it as unto the Lord and you are just as anointed as 
any pastor standing in any pulpit on a Sunday morning.  

Selena Day is a motivational speaker and is available 
to speak at your conference or event.  You may contact 
her at selenaday@me.com http://www.queenliving.org  
http://facebook.com/queenismsbyselenaday 
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Booth Brothers
By Lorraine WalkerStill Singing The Gospel

The Booth Brothers have their roots in Christian music, 
as their father raised them to sing Gospel music with a 
bit of Country mixed in for good measure. Ronnie and 
Michael, along with Paul Lancaster, now delve into that 
history in parts of their stage presentation, with their 
harmonies lending themselves to a Gatlin Brother-esque 
sound. Their latest release reflects that as well; even 
the cover picture is more reminiscent of a modern-day 
Country pose than a traditional Gospel portrait.

But never fear; Michael, Ronnie and Paul are not mov-
ing away from the Gospel message.

Michael talks about studying the Word as part of a 
healthy spiritual life. “When you learn something new, 
it stimulates you, and you live off that, you kind of ride 
that for a while. And you’ll know what it is because I’ll 
put it in the program, it’s usually whatever I’m talking 

about at the end of our program, [that’s] what I’m learn-
ing. Because a guy told me, the best way to witness is 
to share with people what God is currently doing with 
you. I may use something for a number of weeks before 
I move onto something else, because I haven’t gotten 
anything else myself.”

Sometimes the Lord wants us to be quiet and just dwell 
on what He has placed in our spirits. “Just because 
you’re not on some mountain top doesn’t mean you’re 
going backwards,” says Michael.

As you watch and listen with both your mind and spirit 
during a Booth Brothers concert, you will understand 
the importance of the Gospel message to each of them. 
The Spirit of God is working through them and flowing 
quietly off the stage into the hearts of their audience. 
The preparation of the Word of God is important.



“When I’m on the bus, I’ll get up usually around eight 
in the morning, have my coffee, then I’ll go to the back 
of the bus and I’ve got the Word,” says Ronnie. “I’m 
usually streaming a sermon by one of my favourite 
theologians or pastors or what not, and I’m following 
along. Then I read a Proverb every day, whatever the 
date is, and then I go into the New Testament and I’ll 
read [a portion from] the New Testament.  I try to do 
that every day, I really do. It just keeps me focused.”

Paul is happy to be singing with the Booths. “We all 
share Scripture together on the bus, we read... it’s very 
encouraging. You can definitely bloom here, and if 
you’re planted here you can grow.”

“I’ve had the best times of 
my life. If you knew my 
backstory, this last year and a 
half has just been nothing but 
grace for me. To sing this year 
with the Booth Brothers, and 
to be able to travel with such 
godly, upright men who are so 
talented... it’s the whole list. 
If I had a dream, if I could be 
ministering to the saints, this 
is my dream spot. I live every 
day in grace and gratitude. 
Now I’m serious, I don’t have 
any problems in my life; if 
anything they’re small aggra-
vations.God has just shown me 
so much grace and changed 
my perspective. I’m just grate-
ful.”

The old Country song, “I’ve Been Everywhere,” could 
likely be written from Paul’s singing career. From a 12-
year tenure with Buddy Mullins and the Mullins Fam-
ily to The Nelons to Sam’s Club, then singing with Jim 
and Melissa Brady, The Martins, Karen Peck and New 
River, The Greenes and then with Palmetto State and 
singing background for Wynonna Judd. 

Now Paul is with Ronnie and Michael and they try to 
put an emphasis on living healthy on the bus, physi-
cally, spiritually and with their family relationships. 
Ronnie admits that living healthy on the road can be a 
challenge.



“Physically, my wife has me on every vitamin the Lord 
ever made and she makes them up if she thought He 
should have made them,” Ronnie laughs. “The only 
thing I’ve got a bad habit of is drinking coffee. I’ll drink 
coffee all day long. My wife’s been after me about that, 
it really isn’t good for you, not that much. But any time 
I eat in restaurants I always try, any kind of meat I’ll eat 
grilled, whatever it is. I’ll try to eat a lot of vegetables. 
The key is planning ahead.”

“This might sound overly simplified or clichéd, but the 
biggest thing we do to stay healthy, is try to resist eat-
ing so bad. Like right now, I’m starving and I have the 
willpower of a gnat,” laughs Michael. “You can’t cook 
anything nice on the bus and the places that are open 
this time of the night, you shouldn’t be eating there. 
Correct?” He laughs and adds, “And the biggest thing is 
number one, resisting, as much as we can.”

Paul tries to eat right and get some exercise in even dur-
ing their travel weekends. He and his wife try to keep 
healthy physically and also work on their relationship 
whether at home or on the road.

Each of the men is married with children and they work 
hard to keep the lines of conversation open with their 
wives. Healthy relationships are built on good commu-
nication. 

“I’m on the phone,” says Ronnie. “When I’m on the 
road I’m on the phone with them every day.  My kids 
are grown, our baby Daniel just turned 23 so the house 
is empty now. We’ve actually downsized our home 

and we’re very, in our personal finances, very Dave 
Ramsey, have been for a long time. So when I’m home, 
I’m home; I’m with my wife. Whatever I do, she goes 
with me; whatever she does, I go with her. I just cher-
ish it. My favourite time is the morning, with my wife, 
having coffee; I cherish those mornings. We’ve got our 
little dog….she wanted a dog, I wanted a DOG [indicat-
ing a bigger animal], I wanted a Lab. She got this little 
Maltese Shih Tzu and we named her Bella, and she’s 
the cutest little thing, really cute. I’m telling ya, I love 
that little thing too. I come in the door and she just goes 
bonkers. Makes me feel at home.”

Michael also commented on downsizing, but in a dif-
ferent way which may make some Booth Brothers fans 
a little sad. “Guy Penrod said one time, that quantity of 
time produces quality time. In the past, we did what we 
could, and in the current we do what we can; we spend 
as much time as we can with our families, to produce 
quality time. 

“But we are cutting our schedule back significantly 
next year, we’re dropping at least 35 dates. We’ll still 
do 110, but it’s still a lot. If we can drop it down to 80 
one day we will. But for our health, for our family. For 
many years we had no choice; just to be able to provide 
for our families we had to work so many dates. But now 
to pace ourselves, for our voices, we’re still singing 
well now but to try to do this [forever]…. I’m trying to 
arrange things and sing at a pace now where I think I’m 
going to be when I’m 60, because I don’t want there 



to be a big difference from one album to the next. You 
see what I mean? So I want to start now and hopefully 
that will preserve the quality over time.” That includes 
perhaps not singing quite so high for Michael.

Michael continues, “I remember Ed Harper our booking 
agent speak of a group, this was going on maybe close 
to 20 years ago, ‘that group has sacrificed their busi-
ness for their family.’ They could be further than where 
they were, but they chose to spend and invest their time 
in their family. I remember thinking as a young man, I 
want to be known for that, I want that to be said of me. 

“Now, I’ve had to do a lot more than I wanted to; 
however, I can say, I never did anything I didn’t believe 
I had to do. So I think we could be even further along 
in some respects. I don’t want to try and define that 
because it would take too long. But when we go home 
I try to do as little as I possibly can and spend the time 
with my family. Sometimes that’s hard when you know 
you’ve got something to do, and you push it aside and 
drive to Panera Bread and just hang out with the fam-

ily. Because what’s important to me is being in the car 
with my kids, and the kids hearing mom and dad talk. 
Or sitting in the living room, the kids hearing mom and 
dad talk. Those things are investments. It takes time to 
do that.”

This trio of men are working toward better health physi-
cally and in their relationships but appear to take their 
spiritual health most seriously. Michael says that build-
ing up your faith can be difficult on the road.

“That’s a challenge, to be honest with you. The biggest 
challenge is because, I’m just going to speak for myself, 
I get fried, physically and emotionally. When you’re 
tired physically and emotionally, you get tired spiritu-
ally. So, I’ll go through periods of time when I’m just 
numb, and if you heard what I said tonight, I’ll preach 
to myself and let others listen. There [are] times I don’t 
feel the Spirit/spiritual cloud around me, but I know 
what I believe is true, and what I read is true. There are 
many times, many times when you read the Bible and 
you go, ‘nothing there for me today.’ That’s not true, it’s 
a living breathing thing, so I’ve wasted no time. Even 
though I didn’t feel like I got anything out of it, I spent 
time with the Lord and His Word.”

“Just because you’re not on some mountain top doesn’t 
mean you’re going backwards.”

Photography by Memories by Modesty, Craig Harris, 
Joan Walker

www.charliegriffin.net
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  It’s September and welcome to another edition of 
Randall Reviews It. Are you ready for NQC? It’s even 
closer than it was in August. In just a few weeks, I 
and many others will make the trip to Pigeon Forge, 
Tennessee to see and talk with our favorite Gospel 
artists. Many make this a pleasure trip to sit back, relax, 
sightsee and enjoy the singing.
 
For me, it’s days filled with going to showcases, 
interviewing artists, acquiring new music. If I’m lucky, 
I discover a few diamond in the rough Gospel groups I 
can showcase and spotlight on my Gospel program that 
I host every Sunday morning and have for the past 21 
years, on WFLQ in French Lick, Indiana. 
 
And as always… pick up a copy of these projects where 
you get good Gospel music.  
Randall 
Please send your latest releases for review to Randall 
Hamm, c/o Q-100 WFLQ-FM, P.O. Box 100, French 
Lick, IN 47432. 
 
Let the Reviews begin! 

 
Dallas Rogers 

Keep On Chasin’ 
2016 Redemption World Records 

Producer: Jonathan Goodwin 

 
Songs: “Chasin’” (Shelly Rogers BMI); “Not The 
Great I Was” (David Patillo BMI); “Mercy and Grace” 
(Shelly Rogers BMI); “Judgement Was Passed” (Gerald 
Crabb BMI); “It Should’ve Been Me” (Shelly Rogers 
BMI); “Beyond The Gates” (Shelly Rogers BMI); “God 
Is In Control” (Brad Ledbetter-Shelly Rogers BMI); 
“On My Way Back” (Ricky Atkinson BMI); “Will 
You Stand” (Shelly Rogers BMI ); “Restored” (Shelly 
Rogers BMI). 
 
Dallas Rogers is former tenor with such groups as the 
Inspirations, Dixie Echoes and others, and he is back 
with a new solo CD. His first CD was released last year 
independently; however, Dallas has now signed with 
a label, Redemption World records, and given us Keep 
On Chasin’. This CD includes 10 new tracks, of which 
seven are written by Shelly Rogers, Dallas’ wife. 



After being in a number of groups over the years, 
Dallas has chosen the solo route and it suits him well. 
The first song to lead off the project is “Chasin’,” 
about a man looking for something, not knowing what. 
He finally finds what he has been chasing in a Man 
crucified on Calvary. A Man who can complete and 
fulfill our lives if we let Him. 

That’s followed by a great cover of the David Patillo 
tune “Not The Great I Was.” “Mercy and Grace” is 
another tune written by Dallas and Shelly that has 
become a track I go back to time and again. I hope 
this one becomes a single. Closing out the CD is 
“Restored,” based on the Prodigal Son story. 

If you’re looking for new music, especially new 
soloists, may I recommend this one. This is a CD I have 
popped in and left for days in my player. Dallas has 
come a long way from his first solo release last year. 
You’ll soon be hearing music from this album on your 
favorite Southern Gospel station. Visit Dallas to get 
your copy at dallasrogersmusic.com.
 
Strongest Songs: “Mercy and Grace,” “I See Jesus (Just 
Beyond The Gates),” and “It Should Have Been Me.”

Second Half Quartet 
Refreshing 

2016 Daywind 
Producer: Gerald Wolfe and Mark Trammell 

 
Songs: “Let Us Cheer The Weary Traveler” (Roger C. 
Wilson ASCAP); “I’m Going Up When I Die” (Hurdist 
Milsap BMI); “Gonna Shout All Over Heaven” 
(Haskell and Linda Cooley BMI); “Rivers Of Joy” 
(Margaret P. Douroux BMI); “Remind Me Of Calvary” 
(John McKay BMI); “When I Move” (Buford Abner 
BMI); “Wonderful Grace Of Jesus” (PD); “Standing 

On Holy Ground” (Clettus Miller); “The Prodigal Son” 
(Lavon Cantrell); “Going Home” (William J Gaither-
Gloria Gaither BMI) 
 
The Second Half Quartet is a conglomeration featuring 
Greater Vision’s Rodney Griffin, Gerald Wolfe and 
Chris Allman,  joined by former Greater Vision 
member Mark Trammell and former bass of the Mark 
Trammell Quartet, Pat Barker. Also Gerald Wolfe and 
Mark Trammell are veterans of the Cathedral Quartet, 
and this group definitely has shades of that legendary 
quartet. 

If you love that old Cathedral style of singin’ the Gospel 
down and then singin’ it pretty, this CD is for you. In 
fact, every song on this album has been recorded by the 
Cathedrals. So if you liked them the first time around, 
you’ll love them the second time around…by the 
Second Half Quartet. 

The leadoff song on the CD and single to radio is “Let 
Us Cheer The Weary Traveler,” originally recorded 
by Mark when he was with the Cathedrals. The single 
is Top 20 at Southern Gospel radio and doing well 
for the group. There is not a single bad song on this 
CD,  so you can just hit repeat and let it play. It’s just 
that good folks. Glen and George are smiling down 
from above and ol’ George is wishing he could hug all 
their necks. For more information on the Second Half 
Quartet, visit them on Facebook atwww.facebook.com/
SecondHalfQuartet.
 
Strongest Songs: “Cheer The Weary Traveler,” “Going 
Home,” and “Prodigal Son.

2nd Generation 
The Church 

2016 Independent 
Producer: Robb Tripp 



 
Songs: “Rock Of Ages” (Wayne Walters); “The 
Church” (Wayne Walters); “Mama’s Rocking Chair” 
(Aaron Wilburn-Lee Black); “I Came On Business 
For The King” (Joel Hemphill); “All Our Hope” (Kyla 
Rowland); “It’s A Good Life Living For The Lord” 
(Jimmy Pearce); “That Sounds Like Home To Me” 
(Aaron Wilburn);” I’ve Got This” (Misti Morgan-Sue 
Jones); “Faces” (Rodney Griffin); “We’ll Go Down 
Standing Up” (Kyla Rowland);” It Was A Gospel Song” 
(Wayne Walters) 
 
2nd Generation, a trio featuring the sisters Brenda 
Denney and Elaine Robinson, along with Randy 
Barnes, are based out of Oak Grove, Arkansas near 
the Branson City, Missouri area. Their latest project is 
entitled The Church and is their best CD yet. 

This group has had a number of Top-80 chart hits, but 
this CD and their first release from it could be their first 
Top 40. They’ve had such Top 80 songs as “One More 
River,” a Rambos’ song that influenced the sisters, as 
they were growing up and listening to such groups like 
the Happy Goodmans, Lanny Wolfe Trio and others as 
they would drift off to sleep. 

2nd Generations first single from The Church is 
“Mama’s Rocking Chair,” penned by Aaron Wilburn 
and one of today’s hottest songwriters, Lee Black, who 
has written a number of songs that have graced albums 
and Gospel charts this past year. “Mama’s Rocking 
Chair” tells the story of a child that sees all the stories 
of the Bible, Samson, David and Goliath, Daniel in the 
lions’ den, all from his mama’s lap. And as his mama 
reads those stories he drifts off to sleep and joins them 
in their stories. A beautiful song that group member 
Randy sings so convincingly. 

Other favorites such as the Joel Hemphill classic, “I 
Came On Business For The King,” the Goodmans’ 
classic, “That Sounds Like Home To Me,” and a song 
that Barry Rowland and Deliverance had out a few 
years back, “We’ll Go Down Standing Up,” are sung 
well on this project.  

The true treasures on this project are songs contributed 
by the late Wayne Walters, including “Rock Of Ages,” 
“It Was A Gospel Song” and “The Church.” His son 
Noel Walters has been in such groups as Savior’s 
Child and Jericho Junction. One of those songs, “The 
Church,” was done by Noel’s group, Savior’s Child 
back in the middle 2000’s. “No Government can break 

it, and no demon power can shake it, for the spirit of the 
Lord has been it’s stay. On a rock He said He’d build 
it, and the gates of hell can’t tilt. And He’s coming to 
remove it right away. “ 

One of the best trios you may never have heard, 2nd 
Generation. When they’re in concert in or near your 
town, go see ‘em. To get your copy of 2nd Generations 
“The Church” visit 2ndgenerationministries.com.
 
Strongest Songs: “Mama’s Rocking Chair,” “The 
Church,” and “I Came On Business For The King.” 

http://hleradio.com/
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Susan Brady 
Winning The Battle

In a world where we are bombarded with sin before our 
eyes everyday, it can be difficult to keep our eyes on the 
Lord. But God gave us a wonderful example in Exodus 
17:8-13 on how to win the battle over our flesh and 
temptation.

I’m sure you’ve read this story about Moses and the 
attack of Amalek on the children of Israel. But have you 
ever thought of how it applies to your life spiritually?

Exodus 17:8 “Then came Amalek and fought with Is-
rael in Rephidim.”

Amalek is a picture of the flesh. The name Amalek is 
made by combining two Hebrew words with trilateral 
roots. The roots mean: iniquity, perverse, mischief or to 
pinch something off.   

The Spirit of God that dwells within us, wants to do the 
right things. But our flesh does not always agree. 

Romans 7:18 “For I know that in me, (that is, in my 
flesh) dwelleth no good thing.”

Paul said that we are those that rejoice in the Lord Jesus 
Christ and have no confidence in the flesh. By apply-
ing Exodus 17:8-13 spiritually to our lives it helps us 
understand how to  overcome the battles we face.

Exodus 17:9 and 10 “And Moses said unto Joshua, 

choose us out men and go out,fight with Amalek: to-
morrow I will stand at the top of the hill with the rod of 
God in mine hand. So Joshua did as Moses had said to 
him, and fought with Amalek. And Moses, Aaron and 
Hur went up to the top of the hill.”  

We know that Joshua is the Old Testament word for Je-
sus. The name means “Jehovah Saves.” Joshua appears 
here in the role of a military commander, or captain. We 
know that Jesus Christ is the captain of our salvation.

Amalek attacked Israel in the same way that the flesh 
attacks the Christian. There will be some temptations 
you will not struggle with, but there will be others you 
have trouble resisting and try hard to fight. 

What did Moses do when Amalek came to fight Israel?  
He called Joshua to fight the battle. And when the flesh 
attacks you, you must call on Jesus to do the fighting 
for you!

Exodus 17:11 and 12: “And it came to pass, when Mo-
ses held up his hand, that Israel prevailed. And when he 
let down his hand, Amalek prevailed. But Moses’ hands 
were heavy; and they took a stone and put it under 
him. And he sat thereon; and Aaron and Hur held up 
his hands, the one on the one side, and the other on the 
other side: And his hands were steady until the going 
down of the sun.” 



Notice, as long as Moses hands were lifted up, Israel 
was winning the battle, but as soon as he let them 
down, Amalek prevailed.

1st Timothy 2:8 says “I will therefore that men pray 
everywhere lifting up holy hands without wrath, or 
doubting.”  

Moses’ hands raised are a picture of praying, prais-
ing and resting. Moses is sitting; what a beautiful 
picture of the Christian resting in the Lord, while 
He fights the battle! Hang on, it’s about to get even 
better!

In v. 13: “And Joshua (Jesus)  discomfited (or 
defeated) Amalek (the flesh) with the edge of the 
sword(which is the word of God). 

Praise the Lord! The Word of God is our weapon 
against the devil, against temptation and  against our 
flesh. His word is a lamp unto our feet, and a light 
unto our path. It’s like a hammer that breaks the rock 
into pieces! It’s pure, it’s holy and it’s sharper than 
a two edged sword. It endureth forever and it shall 
stand forever ( and that’s just to name a few quotes.) 

What a comfort to know Jesus loves us. He under-
stands my struggles. He is my victory over the flesh 
to win the war.

He made a way for us to live a victorious Christian 
life. Just as Israel overcame Amalek, you can over-

come temptation and the flesh, when Jesus is fighting 
the battle.            

I pray this will be a comfort to you today, and for the 
rest of your life.                   

Many Blessings, 

Susan Brady    

Susan Brady is a mem-
ber of the Southern 
Gospel Trio, Exodus. 
Susan comes from 
Gadsden, AL. She is 
married to Bill Brady 
and together they 
have four children, 
six grandchildren, and 
three great grandchil-
dren. They own and 
operate a small flooring 

company. They are members of Higher Ground Bap-
tist Church. Susan has been singing and also writing 
Southern Gospel music for almost 30 years. Five of 
Susan’s songs are debuted on their I’ve Been Set Free 
project.  Susan has a rich, soulful voice and the touch of 
the Holy Spirit is clearly heard. She continues to write, 
serve, and sing using the gifts He has given to encour-
age and minister the grace of our loving Savior.  Visit 
the Exodus website at exodus-southerngospel.com.
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As a boy growing up in the foothills of North Carolina, 
the activities of country folks were routine. Work, fam-
ily, church and play. In our home, we played sports and 
made some music. Being brought up in a church-going 
Christian home, we were in church when the doors 
were open and sometimes even when they were closed.

Mom played piano at the church. She played and sang 
for the Morning Star Trio at church and on the Pas-
tor Roscoe Greene’s radio program on WATA AM 
Radio, Boone, NC. Dad was a deacon, church custo-
dian, groundskeeper -- we mowed the lawn while he 
supervised -- and later the sound man. Yes, we were in 
church a lot.

The Marksmen Quartet on the Gospel Singing Ju-
bilee
Now that brings me to the story. As we would get ready 
for church or for the radio broadcast on Sunday morn-
ings, we always had the Gospel Singing Jubilee on the 
TV. That is the first time I saw and heard the Marks-
men Quartet.

I remember their energy, their excitement and most of 

all their Quartet sound. They were from the mountains 
of Georgia and knew good music. That was evident 
from their frequent TV appearances.

The first time I heard the Marksmen Quartet in person 
was at the Singing in the Smokies. In the early ‘70’s 
The Marksmen, Florida Boys, Inspirations and count-
less people filled Bryson City, NC for some great 
music. The Marksmen really let ‘er rip with that classic 
Quartet song, “Get Away Jordan.” That night, the Sing-
ing lived up to the billing as the best in Gospel music.

Across the miles and through the years
Over the years the Marksmen Quartet continued to sing 
across the southeast at the major Gospel sings. Wheth-
er at Waycross All Night Sing, Birmingham, Macon, 
Bonifay, Greenville, SC, Asheville, Knoxville or 
Chattanooga, the Marksmen were in the mix. Singing 
with the Chuck Wagon Gang, Oak Ridge Quartet, Blue 
Ridge Quartet, Wendy Bagwell and the Sunliters, Dixie 
Echoes, Florida Boys and others, The Marksmen were 
riding in high cotton, singing Southern Gospel music.

As a DJ, I played the Marksmen Quartet often. Their 
concerts in the Carolinas added to their draw and popu-
larity. I booked them at the Hallelujah Supper Club 
back in the day. Bill Flurry hosted them at the Joyful 

Singing Psalms, Hymns, Spiritual 
Songs...and Making Melodies! 

By Charlie Griffin



Noise. Each of their concerts were filled with excite-
ment and just good music. Dad would hear them and 
say, “Now they’re good people!”

Earle Wheeler, owner-manager, booked the quartet with 
the best of Gospel music promoters: J. G. Whitfield, 
Reverend J. Bazzell Mull’s Singing Convention, Bob 
Poole and a host of others. And Wheeler is following 
that same tradition today, with the Marksmen’s South-
ern Gospel, Country/Bluegrass music.

In the beginning with Earl Wheeler
How did these Georgia mountain boys get the atten-
tion of Gospel fans and artists? Earle Wheeler. It started 
with Earle, and his singing started as a teenager in his 
dad’s church, Wahoo Baptist Church in Murrayville, 
GA. He sang solos and with the church quartet. Wheel-
er says he does remember singing at his grandfather’s 
church at the age of four. The Wheeler family started 
‘em young when it came to music!

Wheeler’s chance to shine started in 1961 when he 
joined the Gospel Hearts with Robert Hefner, who 
had been a major influence in his music. Wheeler 
says “Robert was my hero!’ They sang for six years 
and Wheeler was a sponge when it came to music. He 
soaked it up and loved every minute of it.

He really came into his own in 1967 when he formed 
the Marksmen Quartet. The group started, as most 
groups do, traveling in cars to their concerts. Later they 
purchased the Sego Brothers and Naomi bus for their 
travels. The group recorded projects at LeFevre Sound, 
Mark Five Studios and Tri-State Recording and became 
known for “I Want to Go There,” “Get Away Jordan” 
and other quartet classics.

Making their Mark
Nestled between Gainesville and Dahlonega, GA, The 
Marksmen were central to television appearances in 
the southeast. In addition to the Gospel Jubilee, the 
Marksmen appeared on Bob Poole’s Gospel Favorites 
in Greenville, SC, Atlanta’s TV 46, The Warren Roberts 
Show in Atlanta and on the syndicated Huff Cook Gos-

pel Sing on 11 stations in Virginia and West Virginia. In 
the mid-70’s, they appeared on The Grand Ol’ Opry at 
the Ryman Auditorium.

However, it was more than just their singing and TV 
appearances that were increasing their popularity. 
Artists were taking note of the Marksmen songs. The 
Cathedrals picked up the Cantrell original song, “The 
Prodigal Son,” from the Marksmen. Later the Hoppers 
recorded “Redemption Day,” from Earle’s song coffers.

The group continued to sing Southern Gospel quartet 
music until around 1978. As with most groups, the 
Marksmen had some turnover with musicians. In 1977, 
two members expressed their desire to retire from the 
road. So Earle began a revamping of the group and even 
a change in musical styling.

Changing direction, heading into Bluegrass
With the change coming, Earle, his son Mark, Keith 
Chambers, and Swayne Brown began rehearsal. When 
their pianist quit, it is said Brown told Mark to give 
them the key on the guitar and off they went singing in 
the Chuck Wagon Gang style. And the rest is history. 
That started a new music direction in the more Country/
Bluegrass stylings, but still with four-part harmony.

As members changed, Wheeler began focusing the 
group on quartet country and bluegrass influences. With 
the full bluegrass band, bass, mandolin, guitar and rich 
quartet harmonies, the Marksmen once again began to 
create a new direction for their music and message.

Over the years, the Marksmen have appeared on some 
of the largest Bluegrass festivals. It is their staging of 
positive music, personality and musical talents that 
caught the attention of promoters, fans and artists. Their 
energy is considered contagious. Multiple encores are 
part of a Marksmen Quartet concert in churches or at 
a festival. Current Marksmen members include Earle 
Wheeler, Mark Wheeler, Darrin Chambers, Davey 
Waller and Mark Autry.

Marksmen on the music charts
Charted Marksmen songs include: “They’re God’s 



Men,” “What Would You Think of Him,” “Angels 
Walking Around”  and their number one song “The 
Train Song.” Yet their Southern Gospel friends have 
continued to record their songs too. The Kingsmen re-
corded “Land Called Heaven,”and Gold City recorded 
“Move Back Old Jordan.”

Earle’s activity as a charter member of the Southern 
Gospel Music Guild, where he remains active today, 
shows his love of Southern Gospel music. Yet he broad-
ened his music influence by working with Bluegrass 
Unlimited to create a music charting system for radio 
airplay.

Recently The Marksmen had a number one song, “Love 
Letters In The Sand,” in the Christian Voice Country 
Gospel Charts, written by Willard Thomas and Mark 
Wheeler. Over the last few years The Marksmen have 
had several top-20 Country Gospel songs. The Marks-
men have also been inducted into the Lone Star State 
(Texas) Gospel Music Hall of Fame.

Other classic Marksmen Quartet hits include “He Is I 
Am,” “He Still Set My Place at the Table,” “Timber and 
Nails,” and the list continues to grow. Charting songs 
with the Singing News, Bluegrass Unlimited, Chris-
tian Voice and a number of regional and online music 
sources, The Marksmen have proven to be fan favorites 
with countless requests on convention, satellite, internet 
radio, podcasting and pay on demand music sources.

With Dove Nominations, various fan awards and music 
awards the Marksmen continue to be trend setters with 
an uncompromising quality. As one can see from the 
recognition, the Marksmen Quartet is one of Gospel 
music’s success stories made good by their dedication 
and hard work.

Awards and Accolades
The Marksmen have achieved many nominations and 
awards from the Bluegrass Awards in Nashville (Soci-
ety for the Preservation of Bluegrass Music in Ameri-
ca), the Telly Awards for Music Video, Overall Midwest 

Bluegrass Awards, International Country Gospel Music 
Association, the Lone Star State Country Music Associ-
ation Gospel Music Hall of Fame, and the Country Gos-
pel Music Guild. They were inducted into the Atlanta 
Country Music Hall of Fame in 2007.  The Marksmen 
have also received nominations from the Gospel Music 
Association for Dove Awards.

With a lengthy discography, Wheeler and the Marks-
men have that Southern Gospel Quartet-mixed-with 
Country/Bluegrass music down to a science. The 
down-home qualities rise within the concerts, whether 
in churches or the largest festivals. The old adage, “Just 
good people,” surely applies to the Marksmen Quartet.

The Marksmen look at these awards, accomplishments 
and history as a measure of appreciation from those 
who love their music. Their greatest achievements have 
been to glorify Jesus Christ in song and the honor of 
taking the Gospel message to the world. Their message 
is still positive and Gospel truth. Their mantra con-
tinues to be Ephesians 5:19, “Speaking to yourselves 
in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and 
making melody in your heart to the Lord!”

Visit the Marksmen Quartet at www.MarksmenQuartet.
com. For scheduling or more information contact The 
Marksmen Quartet, Earle Wheeler at 706-864-2951.

www.psalm150music.com
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I have spent the last month running back and forth from 
Washington D.C. to every other state in the country 
it seems like. I try to keep the pulse of Washington as 
much as I can even with all of the traveling I do outside 
of town. The beltway can be a tough place to minister 
in because of the lack of reality checks, so many need 
to be in touch with the outside world as it were.  

This is consistently true of Washington, yet I am finding 
that outside of D.C., people are disheartened by where 
our country is heading. Daily it seems, I am hearing or 
reading someone say they don’t like this candidate or 
that one. While I may agree with the premise that there 
aren’t many good options like we would have hoped 
for in spring; I still want to give you some advice and 
encouragement this month that you can take to the polls 
in November.  

First off, I would like to say that it is important 
that we look beyond just the man or woman who is 
running for office this year. Many would like for us 
to look at the individual candidate and to vote or not 
vote for them based on their personal popularity, or lack 
thereof.  

Please don’t fall into this trap! There is so much more 
to this election than just the two people running for the 
office of President. There are Vice-Presidential candi-
dates, party platforms and other things to consider.  

I beg you as Christian voters to be wise in the way you 
view this election. Which party stands on a platform of 
things who would represent you? Which V.P. would do 
the same? 

I’ll be the first to say that the Republican party isn’t 
the party of God, nor is the Democratic party. God is 
God, and no party or candidate will take His place. At 
the end of the day, He is still God.  

We do however have a responsibility to vote so as to 
help shape the future of our nation. How should we 
vote? That is between you and God of course, and I will 
not try to tell what to do. I want to encourage you that 

Hope To The Hill
By Nathan Kistler



there are good people running and even better people 
surrounding them with prayer and good advice.  

I will leave you with this little rule of thumb that I use 
before moving onto a new topic. Which candidate 
is willing to meet and listen to Biblical council and 
which one is not? Whether or not they take that council 
is a different story.  

There is so much more that I could go into on this is-
sue, but I’m not writing a book here.  Vote wisely my 
friends, Christian brothers and sisters.  

I had a very interesting meeting a few weeks back while 
I had a group of young people in town for a tour of 
Christian ministry. A close friend of mine had joined us 
to share about what it is like to work in D.C. as a Chris-
tian and one could do so effectively. She did a wonder-
ful job and I was thankful for her time spent with the 

next generation of potential leaders. She said something 
to us as she was ending her talk that hit me at my core.  

She was telling us about a recent interview she had 
done with Dr. Ravi Zacharias. In the interview she 
asked him a final question. She asked, “Dr. Zacharias, 
if you could say one thing to our young generation of 
American Christians, what would it be?” He replied, 
“I would say this: Never sacrifice the sacred value of 
TRUTH.”  

Those words hit me so hard right in the chest and I be-
gan to have tears in my eyes. Truth is so valuable in the 
culture we live in today. So much love without truth, 
or so much truth without love, yet we cannot find the 
balance of truth in love.  

In Washington, it is a daily struggle to find this balance 
while sharing the Gospel with our leaders. Pray that we 
would be given wisdom, through the power of an Holy 
God, to be movers and shakers in truth and love for His 
glory. 

We have never needed Him more in this land. Pray for 
the remnant on the Hill who are very real and ready to 
stand for their faith. 

If you would like to know more about our ministry, 
please visit www.hopetothehill.com or call us at 202-
770-7300.

As always your faithful friend in Washington,
Nathan Kistler

www.allsoutherngospel.net
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A Look Through The Lens of Craig Harris: 
The Perrys Photographs by Craig Harris

On August 11th, Craig Harris was blessed to be 
on hand at Solid Rock Baptist Church in Green-
brier, Tennessee, to hear the award-winning 
Perrys. Libbi Perry Stuffle, Tracy Stuffle, Jared 
Stuffle,Troy Peach, and Andrew Goldman 
delighted the audience as usual. Also joining 
the Perrys that evening was special guest Katy 
Peach, Troy’s wife with the beautiful multi-
octave vocals.

The Perrys are known for such chart-toppers 
as “Celebrate Me Home,” “I Can Trust Him,” 
and “Keep On.” They have just been nominated 
for two Dove Awards from the Gospel Music 
Association and it was obvious to all gathered 
that they were listening to some of the best in 
Gospel music. We hope that you enjoy this view 
of a wonderful night of great music, as we Look 
Through The Lens of Craig Harris.
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The Editor’s 
Last Word

 By Lorraine Walker

music. I also hope you enjoyed my visit with the Booth 
Brothers, who are always a delight to talk with. There 
should be something for everyone this month.

Michael Helwig got his start in southern Ontario Gospel 
music and I remember more than once resting my tired 
feet at the Torchmen’s booth at NQC and talking with 
him. Be sure to catch his talk with Justin about his 
career and his recent diagnosis of ALS. Keep Michael 
and his family on your prayer list!

As we are putting together each month’s magazine, 
we try to bring the artists and news that will satisfy a 
variety of readers, although we know we can’t tell you 
everything you might want to hear. There will always 
be items that we prefer not to print, but many more 
intriguing and uplifting stories that we need to bring to 
you. Do you have a preference of artist or a story you 
would like to read in our pages? Please contact me at 
lorraine@sgnscoops.com.

Finally, I have a question for you: Have you talked to 
Jesus today? Did you know that He is waiting to hear 
from you? He is a close, personal friend that longs to 
spend time with you. Rest in His love, for He loves you 
very much. All of our time and effort in producing this 
magazine means nothing if you don’t read those very 
words. Jesus loves you. Let Him into your life today. 
Have a great month.

Happy September! Yes it’s the month that has been 
the date of the National Quartet Convention for many 
years, and we know that many of you will make the trip 
to Pigeon Forge, Tennessee in a couple of weeks. Please 
be careful as you travel and while you are down there, 
be sure to book your room for the Creekside Gospel 
Music Convention, October 31st through November 
3rd at the Smoky Mountain Convention Center! We 
can’t wait to welcome you to the fifth anniversary of 
Creekside. 

This month of SGNScoops is so full of good things, I 
hope you have had a chance to read it all. Go back and 
take a second look! We are thrilled to have had another 
chat with The Hoppers. I remember talking with Kim 
Hopper briefly at NQC a few years back and we were 
both having the same issue with dressy shoes. Shoes 
either look nice or they fit nice, never both! That seems 
to be the usual conundrum for Gospel music women. 
However, the cover feature has more interesting 
information from America’s favorite Gospel music 
family. Read it now before you log off!

Speaking of well-dressed women, we hope you enjoyed 
the visit with HighRoad’s Sarah Davison. HighRoad 
is releasing a new project this month and I am looking 
forward to more of their great music. It was good to 
read Erin’s interview with Jared Easter, another of 
the great young artists making their mark in Christian 

mailto:lorraine@sgnscoops.com
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Canadian-born Lorraine Walker 
has a love for Jesus Christ, 
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produced artist features and 
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Gospel publications including 
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zine. Lorraine desires that the power of the written 
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Dusty Wells is a man of many talents 
and multiple skills, from his speaking 
engagements across the country, to 
traveling and encouraging various 
artists in the Christian music genres. 
Dusty has a passion that is evident 
from the moment you meet him.  

Dusty is a man who remains passionate and secure in the 
calling and destiny upon his life. He has come to realize 
the importance of finding purpose and clear direction for 
not only his life, but also the lives of those he comes in 
contact with, no matter what stage of life they may be in.
Growing up in a very dysfunctional home, surrounded by 
all types of abuse, Dusty had every excuse to be a failure 
in life. He grew up on welfare, having to steal his daily 
necessities of life at times, being surrounded by drugs, 
alcohol and pornography. He was raised by a mother who 
was married multiple times, living in a housing project on 
the wrong side of town. But in the midst of what seemed 
to be complete devastation, God had different plans of 
success for Dusty. At the age of 14, a precious couple 
took time out of their own lives to invest in Dusty…thus 
leading Him to the Lord. His life is a testimony of God’s 
relentless love and deliverance, and is one of the most 
triumphant stories told in modern Christianity. Dusty is 
confident in the fact that if God can do it for him, He can 
do it for anyone, no matter the situation.
Dusty and his wife of 33 years have four children, and two 
grandbabies with one more on the way. They make their 
home in Nashville, Tn.

Justin McLeod is the founder of the 
Justin’s World of Softball website, a site 
that he has built into one of the pre-
mier news outlets in the sport. Justin 
is a longtime Gospel music fan and 
enjoys researching the history of the 
genre, attending concerts, and review-

ing recordings whenever possible. The son of a Southern 
Baptist pastor, he also works for a law firm as a legal sec-
retary and is active in his local church. Justin is a native of 
Memphis and now resides in Northeast Louisiana.

Pete Schwager is a web developer and 
graphic designer with a passion for 
Christ. He was born in Santa Rosa, Cali-
fornia and moved to Oregon where he 
spent most of his life. He now lives in the 
quiet town of Ringgold, Georgia and en-
joys living in the country with his family. 

You can find him online at http://peteschwager.com

Staci Schwager helps with marketing 
and communication with her  hus-
band’s web design company, Cre8able 
Media.  Together they make a great 
team!  Staci being the   “talkative” one,  
loves being able to communicate one 
on one with clients and organizing 

ideas.   While Pete on the other hand is diving into the 
design and coding  aspects to make the real masterpiece!   
Most of  Staci’s days are filled with preparing homeschool 
lessons for her kids, couponing, gardening, tending to her 
chicken flock and spending as much time on the beauti-
ful, country land God has blessed them with.  

My name is Tina Wakefield and I 
am currently Music Minister for 
Amazing Grace Worship Center in 
Alabaster, Al. I have led worship for 
over 18 years as well as teach adults 
how to live everyday life in Victory 
as a Christian.  I enjoy playing and 
singing Gospel Music whenever and 

wherever I am invited. I currently have three Cd s avail-
able on my website at www.tinawakefield.com and just 
released my first music video with Godsey & Associates 
called,” The Choice” available on YouTube. I write a lot of 
the music we sing at church and also record my original 
songs. My family is very ministry oriented with Pastors, 
Teachers, Musicians, and Singers. My heart’s desire is to 
spread the gospel of Christ through any and all open 
doors that I receive.

Contributors
SGN SCOOPS

http://peteschwager.com


During my childhood days my parents 
took me to the Atlanta City Auditorium 
for concerts hosted by Warren Roberts. 
That was the beginning of my love for 
Southern Gospel music. After 35 years 
I retired from USPS, during which time 
I got married. My wife and I often went 

to The Joyful Noise for dinner and concerts. Every known 
name in Gospel Music sang there at one time or another. 
After I retired, we decided to start promoting concerts. Our 
goal was not only to promote our concerts, but also to pro-
mote any Gospel concerts in our area and attend as many as 
we possibly could. I came to a crossroads in December 2013 
when my wife graduated to heaven, not knowing what to 
do. After much prayer God led me to continue promoting 
concerts. Have promoted around 100 concerts and can’t tell 
you how many I attended. I still enjoy going to concerts and 
writing a little about the groups.

Erin Stevens is a uniquely talented 
shutterbug, singer, guitar player, 
writer, blogger, and social networker. 
She is the owner/operator of Photos 
For Keeps By Erin. Along with running 
her own business, she is the official 
photographer for Abraham Produc-
tions (API). You will find her behind 
the lens at all API events, along with 
working behind the scenes on their 

social media. She also travels full-time on the road with her 
family’s gospel group, The Stevens Family. Photography is 
her passion and singing for Jesus is her calling. For several 
years, you have known her as our very own “Younger Per-
spective” writer. Check out her photography website www.
photosforkeepsbyerin.com and her ministry website www.
stevensfamilymusic.com.

Sherry Anne Lints, a Doctor of 
Chiropractic, singer, speaker, ac-
tress, writer and fitness trainer, was 
born with a bilateral hearing and 
speech impairment. She appeared 
in the films, Clancy and The Perfect 
Gift and was a special guest on 100 
Huntley Street, in Ontario, Canada. 
She is a contributing author for the 
book, Modern-Day Miracles and 

released her second CD, Keep on Prayin’, July 2012 and has
 opened for many of the Gaither Homecoming Artists. Ad-
ditionally, Sherry Anne helps lead worship and drama at her 
church.  For more information, visit: www.SherryAnne.com.

Vonda Easley is the Vice President of 
Sales and Marketing.  Vonda draws on 
a vast knowledge of Southern Gospel 
Music for her expertise in the field.  In 
addition to her many personal friend-
ships within the industry she also hosts 
a weekly radio show which keeps her 

in touch with many of Southern Gospel’s leading executives 
and artists.  It also allows her a fresh view of new music and 
the latest happenings inside the industry.  Vonda is also a 
group owner and manager as well!  A self starter Vonda has 
started and managed several “new” events in Southern as 
well as “Country Gospel” Music.  These events are fast be-
coming trend setters within the industry.  She is a graduate 
of The University of Alabama at Birmingham.

Vivian is the marketing manager at 
KKGM in Dallas/Fort Worth Texas, as 
well as hosting a program on Sundays 
where she features national, regional 
as well as local artists. She also brings 
news of upcoming concert events in 
the Dallas/Fort Worth Metroplex and 
surrounding area. Vivian has promoted 
various artists in this area for over 10 

years beginning with Phil Cross and Poet Voices and later 
Sharron Kay King and Jerry Bennett to name a few. She has 
spent the past several years promoting Southern Gospel, 
Inspirational Country Gospel and Bluegrass in this area in 
order to preserve this part of our heritage.

 Hello, I’m Randall Hamm, Gospel 
Program Director of WFLQ French 
Lick Indiana, host of the Sunday 
Morning Gospel Show for the past 
20 years on WFLQ French Lick 
Indiana and Singing News Top 10 
Small Market DJ for the past three 
years. I now add something new to 
my resume! Record Reviewer, ok… 

CD Reviewer. I’m Old School, having started in the days of 
LP’s, 45’s and Reel to Reel along with cassettes as the main 
form of music played. If you’d like to listen to my program, 
you can visit https://www.facebook.com/TheSunday-
MorningGospelShow and listen to archived programs, plus I 
post various Southern Gospel news updates, uplifting music 
and Gospel-related items. If you’re in the six-county area 
around French Lick Indiana, in the heart of Southern Indi-
ana, tune in every Sunday 6:00am-12:00pm and listen to the 
Gospel Greats with Paul Heil, 6:00am to 8:00am and the 
Sunday Morning Gospel Show with Randall Hamm 8:00am 
to 12:00pm.

Contributors
SGN SCOOPS



After graduating from Middle Tennessee 
State University with a Mass Communi-
cation degree, Craig Harris has been in 
the journalism field for more than 15 
years, working daily as both a photogra-
pher and writer at one of the largest 
non-daily publications in the state of 
Tennessee. He has experience in feature 
writing, news writing, action photogra-

phy, portrait photography, web-site maintenance and 
layout. Craig has been a part of numerous awards, both 
collective and individual honors in the journalism field. He 
has had articles published in numerous newspapers and 
magazines on a variety of subjects, most notably in the 
world of sports.
     Craig’s Southern Gospel interest dates back for approxi-
mately the same time span, having closely followed the 
industry since the later portion of the 1990s. He also per-
formed for seven years with a local trio prior to joining the 
SGN Scoops staff.

 
David’s distinctive sound and his abil-
ity to blend perfectly with a variety of 
vocalists has made him a valuable com-
modity on live events as well as in the 
studio.   His compassionate and gentle 
spirit makes him more than an artist, it 
makes him a great friend! 
     David began singing at age 6 with 
family.  In 1990, he filled in for the 

Speer Family and later that year he became the lead vocal-
ist for The Trailblazers.  In 2002, Staton filled the lead posi-
tion with Priority.  While with Priority, the group was the 
resident gospel group at the Silver Dollar City theme park 
in Branson, MO and they performed for over one million 
people in one year.   After the group disbanded in 1995, 
David continued to write for artists in many different genres 
of music while occasionally performing solo.  It was during 
this time that his song, “Every Knee Shall Bow”, recorded by 
Dottie Peoples, was nominated for a Grammy Award.  His 
song, “Together We Can” was adopted as the national theme 
song to bring awareness to violence in schools.  The music 
video (Together We Can) that featured many Atlanta based 
artists was shown at the 1999 Grammy Awards show, which 
helped launch the careers of artists like R&B’s Jagged Edge, 
India Arie, and 4.0.  In 2004, David partnered with Mike 
LeFevre to form The LeFevre Quartet.  During the seven 
years that he was the lead vocalist, the group had many 
hit songs and won many awards. After leaving the LeFevre 

Quartet in 2011, Staton began working on a solo project 
and also began singing with Palmetto State Quartet.  The 
group appeared on television and toured with country mu-
sic superstar, Wynonna Judd while Staton was there.   
     Through the years, artists like Gold City, Jeff & Sheri Easter, 
Kingsmen, Singing Americans, Dixie Melody Boys, Imperi-
als, Dottie Peoples, Ball Brothers, LeFevre Quartet, Palmetto 
State Quartet, Priority, Trailblazers, The Greenes, Ivan Parker, 
Brian Free and many more have recorded David’s music. 
From 2005 to 2013, Staton was the Executive Vice President 
for Song Garden Music Group in Nashville, TN.  In recent 
years, the National Quartet Convention has asked David to 
be a part of an industry advisory panel to help artists who 
need assistance and training.  Not only has David made a 
mark as an artist, he is passing on his talent and knowledge 
to new artists, influencing and shaping the future of Gospel 
music.

Kelly Nelon Clark is the daughter of 
Gospel Music icon, the late Rex Nelon. 
As part of her father’s group, The 
Nelons, she blazed a musical trail 
bringing a fresh new sound to the 
traditional Gospel quartet style. That 
sound and style influenced a genera-
tion of Gospel music performers and 
can be heard today in the styling of 

groups like the Martins, Point of Grace, The Crabb Family 
and more.
 As The Nelons broke new ground, the Gospel Music 
industry repeatedly recognized their excellence. The group 
won four GMA Dove awards as well as multiple awards 
from readers of Singing News Magazine. Kelly was named 
female vocalist of the year on four occasions and received 
favorite alto vocalist award 3 times. At one time, Kelly was 
the most awarded artists in the history of the Singing News 
Fan Awards. The music industry at large also recognized The 
Nelons with 3 Grammy nominations.
 Today, Kelly currently performs throughout the 
United States, Canada and Europe with her husband and 
two daughters as The Nelons. The group is featured in 
hundreds of churches and concerts each year.  The Nelons 
have been part of Gaither Homecoming concerts sharing 
their music with thousands of Gospel Music fans in sold-out 
arenas across the country. For more information, visit http://
www.kellynelon.com/.
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Marcie Gray was born and raised 
in sunny California, yet always 
dreamed of moving to Tennessee. 
She had planned to move to the 
south as a young adult and sing 
with a gospel group, after being 
inspired to do so by her Great 
Uncle, Alphus LeFevre. Though it 
took longer than she had expect-
ed, in 2011, her dream of moving 

east finally came true when her husband, Don, retired from 
the CHP. They packed up their two youngest daughters, 
three dogs and two horses and headed east. What a bless-
ing to finally be where the tea is sweet, the Southern Gospel 
music is plentiful and there’s a Cracker Barrel on every 
corner!

Spend ten minutes with Marcie and you’ll learn that she is 
rarely lacking for something to say. Her passion for Southern 
Gospel music, combined with her instinct to be behind the 
camera, makes journalism a very enjoyable outlet for that 
“Type A” personality she has been affectionately labeled 
with by her family and friends.

Marcie is a worship leader, vocalist and songwriter. She has 
directed choirs of all ages and given voice lessons for many 
years. Her solo CD, “Carry Me Home” was released in Sep-
tember of 2014.

Having family in ministry has given Marcie a desire to sup-
port those who are on the road sharing the gospel through 
song. Visit her website at www.graydoveministries.com to 
learn more!

 Lynn Mills is a talented writer who 
has a passion for music, specifical-
ly Gospel music.  Lynn authors the 
site Lynn’s Chronicles where she 
shares her experiences attending 
various concert events and what 
people can expect should they 
want to attend.  Also featured are 
CD & DVD Reviews, Devotionals, 

Photos, Video and News tidbits.  Keep up with Lynn online 
at http://lynnschronicles.com or on facebook @ http://.face-
book.com/lynns.chronicles

 Hi, my name is Dean Adkins and I 
am honored to be a part of the SGN 
Scoops family. Perhaps some back-
ground information would be benefi-
cial. I am sometimes called “Professor” 
because I was a Biology professor at 
Marshall University for 31 years and I 
retired in 2004. I grew up listening to 
gospel music (or as it is now termed 
Southern Gospel Music) and many of 

my relatives (Adkins, Toney, Booth families) are gospel sing-
ers/musicians. I collect records, primarily LPs, and SGM re-
lated items. Over the years I have studied the history of this 
genre. I would like to use these articles to describe events 
and the mind-set of the 1950s and 60s – sometimes called 
the Golden Age of Gospel Music.

  Bethany Cook is a 26-year-old from 
the great state of North Carolina. In 
her early years, Bethany grew up on 
the road as the daughter of an 
evangelist. In her teen years, the 
family came off the road and made 
their home in Burlington, NC where 
her father is now a pastor. Being an 
avid Southern Gospel fan from an 
early age has enabled Bethany to 

meet many different artists and make many friends along 
the way. With a history of devotional writing for family and 
friends, she looks forward to sharing her writing and allow-
ing her readers to see a little more into the lives of Southern 
Gospel Music artists. Bethany is a Medical Assistant for a 
large Cardiology Practice in North Carolina.
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 Sheri began singing while traveling 
with her abundantly talented 
family, led by her father John 
LaFontaine, a minister for over 48 
years. In 1994 with Grammy nomi-
nated singer Jeff Easter producing, 
she recorded her first solo project, 
Takin’ My Place. 
Shortly thereafter, Sheri received a 
call from the top promoter in south-

ern gospel, Frank Arnold and was asked to join his group, 
The Arnolds on the road. After several years of traveling 
Sheri felt the Lord leading her to focus on her solo career 
and songwriting. In 2004 she signed a songwriting contract 
with one of the industry’s top recording labels, Daywind 
Music. Her songs have been recorded by Kim Hopper, Karen 
Peck, Sue Dodge, Brian Free & Assurance, Misty Freeman, 
Three Bridges, The Whisnants, The Browns and many more.

 Paige Givens is a Christ follower, 
wife, mother of two boys and 
kindergarten teacher to 18 five-year-
olds. She is a writer, reader, singer, 
studier, and teacher of words. Paige 
lives in Hayden, Alabama with her 
husband of 10 years, Chris Givens, 
and their sons Parker and Peyton. 
Paige loves to blog about faith, 

writing, music, and teaching. Her goal is to serve the Lord by 
inspiring others to be who He has called them to be. You 
can listen to her music and read her devotionals at www.
paigegivens.com. 

 Jaquita Lindsey holds the alto 
position for the Southern Gospel 
group 11th Hour. The group was 
originally based out of Monroe, LA 
but recently relocated to Hender-
sonville, TN. She comes from the 
small town of Camden, AR. She is 
also a licensed cosmetologist. In 
her spare time, she enjoys being 
crafty and spending time with 

family and friends. She’s been singing since the age of eight,  
but realizes that it’s much more than just singing. “Anyone 
can show off their talent. I’d rather hear someone that 
shows that they are anointed!” For more information on 
Jaquita, visit 11thhourgospelgroup.com

  Matt Baker resides in Lenoir, NC 
with his wife, Ashley, and chil-
dren, Bella and Bennett. A gospel 
music lover, Matt spent time on 
the road full-time with Promise of 
Murfreesboro, TN, before moving 
into church ministry as the music 
minister at Ambassador Baptist 
Church in Hudson, NC.

 Justin Gilmore, 22, a resident of 
San Diego, California, gradu-
ated from Point Loma Nazarene 
University with a B.A. in History in 
June of 2014. Passionate about 
Southern Gospel music and its 
history, he decided to venture 
into the blog world in Janu-
ary starting Southern Gospel 
Spotlight in order to share his 

love of this great style of music.

 Roger Barkley Jr. is an award-
winning Christian artist and 
musical evangelist. With multiple 
charting songs reaching to the 
top 10, his goals remain the 
same: to win souls for Christ, use 
Gospel Music of any kind to 
reach the world with the Good 
News, seeing lives changed and 
being an encouragement to the 

saints. When asked about his ministry, Roger said, “I can 
remember the first time singing with my dad playing the 
guitar and standing beside my mom when I was four years 
old. I have always loved all types of music.” His vision is to 
lead as many people to Christ through preaching, singing, 
sharing testimony, comedy, drama and technology as 
possible. Having been labeled a Christian Entertainer, he 
believes it is possible to minister in an entertaining way, and 
in over 35 years of ministry has found that he can utilize all 
different types of music to let people know the love of Jesus 
Christ. Currently he is Artist-In-Residence with his wife, 
Dianna, and daughter, Chelsea, at Leestown Gospel Church 
in Frankfort, KY, and Redemption Road Community Church 
in Stamping Ground, KY where he leads worship when not 
spreading the Gospel across America.
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 Brian Fuson is from the great state 
of Michigan, and although he is a 
Northerner, he certainly knows his 
Gospel music. He’s been promoting 
concerts since he was 15-years-old 
and has worked with a diverse 
group of artists. He has been 
blogging about Southern Gospel 
music for the last few years on his 
site called Fuson’s Findings. And 

most recently, Brian has started singing with his wife Crysta 
and her parents, The Sammons Family. All of this informa-
tion and more can be found on his website, brianfusonmu-
sic.com.

Selena Day is from Atlanta GA.  
During her twenties she worked 
in the field of fashion, as both a 
make-up artist and model.
 Selena became a Christian in her 
early 20’s and then quickly met 
her husband, Chuck Day, who 
is a songwriter and recording 
artist.  Selena and Chuck have 

been in the ministry for 26 years raising three daughters 
and homeschooling them while they traveled together as a 
family. During this time God taught her how crucial inter-
generational ministry is for the furthering of God’s kingdom.  
Selena travels the world speaking at conferences with the 
emphasis on empowering a multi-generation of women to 
rise up and become everything that God has called them 
to.  Encouraging the next generation of the church to break 
the walls of limitations in their mind and rise to their full 
potential.  Selena and her husband are life coaches for The 
World Race, which is an extreme missions trip for adults 
21 through 35. They travel every two months somewhere 
around the world to mentor these missionaries.
She and Chuck have been pastoring a home-church for 14 
years where they have experienced God moving in commu-
nity and seeing the body of Christ in action through each 
other.

 

                                              Timmy Williamson is a 24-year-old 
singer and actor from Virginia 
Beach, Virginia. He graduated from 
Liberty University in 2014 with 
degrees in Worship and Theatre. 
Over the past several years, he has 
been given the privilege of singing 
in many churches and events as well 
as performing in professional 
theatre productions. He has been 
enjoyed by audiences at NQC’s 

Artist Showcases, Gospel Explosion at First Baptist Church of 
Dallas, and in the Virginia Beach Gospel Music Festival. 
Timmy currently lives in Lynchburg, Virginia where he is 
pursuing a full time career traveling and singing. He would 
love to come and share his music with your church or 
special event! For more information, please visit his website, 
www.timmywilliamson.com.

 Nathan Kistler was born on the 
road and was singing at the age of 
three years old. He has had the 
opportunity travel with groups like 
Southern Gospel’s beloved trio the 
Nelons, and most recently for 
almost two years with Americas 
Favorite family of gospel music The 
Hoppers. Nathan has had the 
privilege to be in 49 states and 24 
countries singing about the won-

derful story of Jesus Christ our Lord. He has also been a part 
of three crusades on the National Mall in Washington D.C. 
and while there, he had the privilege of singing in the 
Pentagon courtyard twice. Through his father’s ministry in 
Washington, Nathan began his work on the Hill as a ministry 
partner with different Christian organizations like Faith and 
Action and more.  Nathan is a missionary to Washington and 
continues to work there during the week while singing 
Gospel music on the weekends around the country and 
being an artist in residence at the American Mountain 
Theater in Elkins, West Virginia.
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 Auke Bijlsma- I was born in Zaan-
dam, The Netherlands on Septem-
ber 21st 1966. I’m Head of Opera-
tions for a major airline. My home is 
in the countryside of Holland where 
I live with my wife Patty, and our 
two kids: Jake who’s 16, and Lexi 
who is 14, and our pack of dogs. My 
oldest children, son Jesse 23, and 
daughter Sarah 21, don’t live with 

me; they are all grown up building their own homes and 
lives.
In my childhood, I went to church with my family, and I fell 
in love with harmony singing. I sang in choirs, a Southern 
Gospel Trio, and made a few television appearances with 
that trio here in The Netherlands. At the moment I am not 
active in music anymore, but you never know what comes 
along.
In my teens, I started to listen to 50’s Rock and Roll, and of 
course, Elvis Presley. Through Presley I was introduced to the 
great Gospel Quartets. I started looking for music by The Im-
perials, Jordanaires, and J.D.Sumner and the Stamps at first, 
because these were the quartets that backed Elvis for many 
years. My first love is Gospel singing, particularly Southern 
Gospel. I love groups like The Stamps, The Imperials, The 
Weatherfords, The Rambos, The Hinsons, The Cathedrals and 
many more. 
Besides being a music lover, I love vintage cars, architecture, 
books, movies and writing. I hold a Masters in Journalism 
and Communication. I will write articles about anything; 
music, faith and life in general. Hope you will enjoy the 
views of an outsider. Thank you SGNScoops for giving me 
this opportunity.

 Fayth Lore is a young woman from 
southern Ohio with a love for God 
and people. Although she enjoys 
chocolate, oldies music and spend-
ing time with friends around the 
bonfire, her passion is ministry. In 
January of 2014, after pastoring for 
20 years, her family decided to 
follow God’s call into music evange-
lism. In September 2015, they 

launched into full-time ministry. The Lore Family travels the 
country, spreading the Gospel through songs, sermons and 
seminars. While Fayth loves to sing, she also has a heart for 
encouraging young women in Christ. She has spoken at 
various youth/women’s events, as well as hosted her own 
blog for young ladies. To see more about The Lore Family, 

visit their website at www.thelorefamilyministries.com. To 
learn more about Fayth’s blog, visit www.truepurposegirls.
weebly.com.
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