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We've made your favorite SG Radio
site more interactive ~ Check back all
month, every month for new articles

& Rob’s audio blog. Share what you

“like” on FB & Twitter
with just a click!



http://www.sogostage.com/videos/281/november-publishers-point-2010
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Tri-Lakes Center
Branson, MO
Juhe 28-July 1

Featuring Kenny Bishoe, RisSong, Dino,
Mcmlillan & Life, Young Harmony, Bevond the
Ashes, 2nd Generation, Jay Stone Singers, The

WWW 5 BranSOHGMR. Com Williamsons, Rod Burton, & more - over 100

artists celebrating the Gospel message in song!
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SGN Scoops exists to showcase what is
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southern & country gospel music. We seek
with our stories to shed light on people
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support the making of music that excites
an audience and glorifies God.
And we seek to do it interactively.
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What brings you the most joy?

0 His enemy.” Nearly immediately, that message
was “retweeted” by Susan Unthank, then the editor
of AbsolutelyGospel.com, the groundbreaking south-
ern gospel news website she began with her husband
Deon.

When I became Editor of SGN Scoops, I was already
friendly with the Unthank family. Our families and
ministry ventures had joined forces in several areas.
On the outside looking in, it would seem that my
working on another southern gospel news site and
magazine would be viewed as competitive, but to Su-
san and her family, it never was. As I look back today
through messages she sent to me, I see phrases like,
"I am interested in your success” and “Who's giving
your problems? Let me know and I'll beat them up
LOL!” And there is also the last treasured message I
have for her, simply to let me know

she was praying for our daughter

I after a car accident.

In fact, we often shared insights,

advice, and yes, sometimes, even
leads, because we hold to the same
belief. We're not in “this” to be con-
sidered the best at publishing stories;
we are in this to glorify God’s king-
dom through writing and entertain-
ment and conversation. Our beliefs
say that surely, there are enough
fans of varying ages and interests
to enjoy stories told in just a little
bit different ways, and furthermore,
many gospel music fans are fervent
enough to read whatever they can about their favor-
ite artists and music.

Why compete? Why not do our best at
what we do while encouraging and sup- ‘ I

r more on and from Susé
ee our tribute on page 2

porting one another as
the Bible instructs?

That was Susan’s be-
lief throughout her time
on this earth, and when
she passed away earlier
this month, I mourned
my friend, I cried for her
family, but I smile at the
thought of the crown
jewels she will get for pro-
moting relationships over
rivalry.

As we head into Diamond Award voting season, it is
important for me to share my heart and thought pro-
cess about our awards. What I dislike about awards
is that feelings will always be hurt, that some will
make them more or less important than they truly
are, and that anyone would equate an award with
their level of talent, likability, or even service to the
kingdom.

What I like about awards — and in particular, the
Diamond Awards — is that anyone can win. All you
have to do to make your voice heard is cast a vote.
And all you've had to do to earn votes is do your best
to bring Joy to your audience. Awards don't go out
to “the best,” because who are any
of us to judge that anyway? Awards
go out to “favorites,” those who
brought a lot of joy to people (and
incidentally, people who happen to
be able and willing to take the time
to vote).

In whatever we do, let us labor to
bring joy to others. And when we
celebrate, let it not be a celebra-

* tion of approval or popularity or
accolades, but let it rather be the
people and things that bring joy to
our lives. On the day this article is

- published, Susan Unthank’s family
and friends will gather to celebrate
her...not the things in her life that brought her illness,
pain, or sorrow, but the victories, the beauty, and the
joy. I dedicate this issue to her... a true gem

of a person, one who brought me joy. =

KeLLy C&PI' IOTH Burmon,
EDITOr:in. CHieF

|


http://www.twitter.com/kellyburton

Love, Life, & Legends with Ms. Lou:

An influencial
new season

At the beginning of this New Year, I am
reminded of how God has blessed my life in
gospel music at every season. My first gospel
song onstage was sung with the Wills Fam-
ily in 1938. In more than seventy years of
my passion for this music, I have witnessed
MANY times the power of God when His chil-
dren sing the sweet salvation message. At this
new season, we hold to that truth as we con-
tinue our desire to spread the gospel of Jesus
Christ. The faithful staff of this magazine has
captured our hearts with a broad vision and
Above: Original Wills Family-Three of the siblings—Lou, Bob, & precious commitment. Rob Patz & Kelly Bur-

Betty; Below: Lou & Bob, namesake of Bob Wills, presenting Randy ton. I pray God’s blessings on your efforts in
Wills, President, Texas Gospel Music Hall Of Fame, an original the’corning year 2011

autographed photo of the famous fiddler. Next page: Bob Wills Fam- ) ) .
ily—Bob, Angel, Ron, Don, & Bobby Lee. Hildreth Family. As one of the Homecommg Friends appearing

on many of Bill & Gloria Gaither’s videos, I am
constantly amazed at the scope of the Gaither influence. Recently, Gloria compiled a beautiful cookbook
of recipes and photos from the Homecoming artists. I am honored that my recipes and “Singing Wills
Family” stories are included, but the thrill is reading recollections and unknown bits of information about
other Homecoming friends. Not to mention, the recipes and photos of the food are absolutely stunning.
HOMECOMING COOKBOOK WITH GLORIA GAITHER is sold exclusively at Cracker Barrel Old Country
Store and Restaurant, with locations in many states. What a great way for the secular world to learn
more about gospel music.

In the coming year, I pray God will bless the ministries of my siblings— the Bob Wills Family, Betty
Wills Stephens, and Jo Wills Hamm. A few
weeks ago, my brother Bob, and his fam-
ily, hosted the Annual Wills Family Reunion
Concert at First Baptist Church, Ft. Worth,
where Don Wills, one of Bob’s sons is the
pastor. My sister Betty came from Nash-
ville, and it was exhilarating to be onstage
with her, the Inspirationals, Southern
Charm, and the Bob Wills Family. The re-
maining member of the Original Wills Fam-
ily, Norma Jo, promises to be with us for
the Reunion Concert in 2011. I am blessed
to have Dr. Billy Hamm (Norma Jo’s hus-
band who pastors in Denver, Colorado) de-




sign my web
site www.
louhildreth.
com Click

on NEWS to
keep up with
our travels.
While you
are on there,
click under
the Gaither
photo to see
the video of
Bill presid-
ing over my
induction into
the 2005 GMA Hall Of Fame.

On January 24th, I will be Nashville for the 2011 GMA Hall Of Fame Induction Ceremony at the TBN
Studios in Hendersonville. Larry Gatlin and Chonda Pierce will co-host. Admission is free, and the show
will be taped for future viewing on world wide television. What a grand opportunity to expand the inter-
est in gospel music. In 2011, please join me in a renewed commitment to spread the gospel of Jesus
Christ! =

Contact us at P. O. Box 271106 Houston, TX 77277 gosplvideo@aol.com www.louhildreth.com

t is the Lord’s desire- and ours here at SGN Scoops Digital- that you become one of His followers.
od has promised eternity in Heaven with Him for all those who accept Him as their Personal Sav-
ior.
dmit that you are a sinner.
Romans 3:23- For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.
elieve that, because of your sin, you deserve to spend eternity in Hell. However, Jesus shed His blood and
died on the cross of Calvary to pay the debt for our sin. He then rose from the dead three days later, proving
His victory over death, Hell, and sin. He offers this as a free gift to all who will aceeptitin faith.
Romans 5:8- But God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us....Romans
6:23- For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.
all upon Jesus and ask Him to come into your heart, forgive your sins,and make you one of His children.
Romans 10:9- That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that
God hath raised Him from the dead, thou shalt be saved... Romans 10:13- For whosoever shall call upon the name
of the Lord shall be saved. \.

If you would like to accept God’s free gift of salvation, then all you have to do is pray and ask Him. Then..you must
believe this in your heart as well. .I-.
- 1
If you have any questions about salvation, or if you just prayed to receive Christ, pleasé e-mail us at sgn- =

scoops@gmail.com. We’d love to rejoice with you! God bless you! e TH ; I-u


http://www.louhildreth.com
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Tom’g Pickg fOI: THE Movie & Ty
Show of “HIS” 2plg

Kelly asked us to do a "Best of” list from 2010—in
my case, for TV and film. Unfortunately, I often don't
get a chance to see many shows and movies until
after the calendar year is over, so I can’t provide a
comprehensive list. However, I can certainly think
of the most interesting things I have seen this past
year.

Best Film: Inception. How refreshing to have
a big-budget blockbuster that’s not just a rehash or
sequel, but rather an incredibly innovative story. And
the fact that it was such a huge hit shows that there
is an audience for such films, despite what Hollywood
would believe.

In the world of this movie, people can invade one
another’s dreams to get access to information guard-
ed by one’s subconscious: bank codes, company
secrets, etc. Leonardo DiCaprio plays a man whose
job is to prevent such interference from happening. I
won't say more than that, because watching the plot
unspool is the chief joy of the film.

Most movies seem to come from filmmakers who
assume that the audience is stupid, and so dumb
down the content as much as possible. Inception
is the opposite. Christopher Nolan (the writer and
director) throws the audience in the deep end of the
pool, and then dares us to keep up. There’s enough
creativity and invention in this film for three movies.
Finally, just when the last piece seems to have fallen
into place, Nolan gives us a final shot that will be the
subject of debate regarding its meaning for years to
come.

Ordinarily, I don't talk about the visuals in a movie
because I think effects are irrelevant in comparison
to a good story. The difference

Matrix with its backwards-bending heroes. This film
has changed the way I think about what'’s possible
with visuals in @ movie.

Is there a profoundly Christian story here? Not that
I can think of, but there’s nothing un-Christian that
I can think of either. There is a subplot dealing with
DiCaprio’s emotional struggle regarding his departed
wife that can be seen as a cautionary tale about try-
ing to manipulate the ones we love. One other char-
acter has a subplot involving his father, and when
that storyline reaches its emotional climax, one is
inclined to see it as ringing completely false, since we
know how that character has also been manipulated
in order to have that epiphany. But perhaps the false-
ness of it is the point; maybe Nolan is saying that we
shouldn't accept everything labeled a “happy ending”
just because Hollywood says it's so.

Inception is a great gift to audiences starving for an
intelligent yet entertaining movie. It's the best film
I've seen in a decade.

Best TV Show: The best TV show I finished
this year is actually a show that
completed its run over a year ago.
It took me a while to finish the
re-imagined Battlestar Galac-
tica, but I'm glad that I finally did.
(More on the “why” in a minute.)
As with the original series from
1978 by producer Glen Larson
(Knight Rider, Magnum P.1.), the
story starts with a group of humans fleeing from their
home planet, Caprica, after killer robots called the
Cylons attack and destroy their world. But there the
similarities end. While the original Galactica was a
cheesy Star Wars knockoff, the new

between Avatar and Up is that
Up would still be a great movie
on a tiny black-and-white TV.
However, Inception doesn't just > B

have great effects. It presents -
an incredible and unique world
inside the dreams, with mind-
blowing visuals much like The
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Galactica by Ron Moore (Star Trek:
The Next Generation, The X-Files)
is a deep and profound series about
the vagaries of war and the often
terrible decisions that even heroic
characters must make during war-
time.

While the original Cylons looked

Baith and
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like low-rent Stormtroop- i
ers, the new Cylons look : A
just like humans, and so = AR
can blend in to a crowd
and attack at any time.
Some don’t even know
they're Cylons; they're __
sleeper agents who can be
activated and made to do
things beyond their will.
Soon, friends and lovers
turn on

each other Miracles
over false
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profanity, though most of it is made-up intergalactic

S cah

suspicions;

others  happen.

ggﬂlt?t tt?\eir Someone is watching over us and has sent his servants to help us, even if we
own identi- €At totally comprehend him and what he wants... Isn’t that a remarkable
ties: ot  theme for a show to have?

others are shocked to find out the truth about their

own origins.

Intriguingly, the crux of the conflict between the
races is religious in nature, even though one of the
races is mechanical. The humans have a polytheistic
belief in the gods of our world’s Greek and Roman
mythology (like the characters of the original). In
contrast, Cylons believe in One True God that reject-
ed the humans and blessed the machines. There are
elements of Judeo-Christianity in both sets of beliefs,
which left me as a viewer in the interesting position
of not taking a side.

In fact, even though the Cylons clearly remind
viewers of modern-day terrorists, the makers of the
show often seem to sympathize with them and to
point out as many chinks in the armor of the “heroes
as possible. However, ultimately the writers seem to
take the stance that both sides have made grievous
mistakes, and both sides need forgiveness and re-
demption.

The first season was difficult to get through, as Gai-
us Baltar (basically the Judas Iscariot of the human
race) and a sexy female Cylon do all kinds of steamy
things to each other in each episode. Their scenes
together came off as nothing more than cheap titil-
lation, as though the show producers felt they were
trying to compete with late-night Skinemax. After
Season 1, though, the sexual content of the show
cools down a bit.

Also worth noting is that the show has a lot of

144

swearing. The characters use these by-words fre-
quently; don't say you weren’t warned.

The show is often unremittingly dark and cynical,
with horrible things happening to characters that the
audience cares deeply about. Between the sexuality,
the language, and the very dark storylines, I wanted
to give up on the show altogether more than once.
But having seen the finale, I now know that the ma-
jor themes of the show are these:

There is a meaning and an order to life, even if
we don't always see it. Trust what the prophecies
say. Even when they seem to let us down, it's just
because we don't fully understand everything the
prophecies were trying to tell us. Miracles—unequivo-
cal miracles—can happen. Someone is watching over
us and has sent his servants to help us, even if we
can't totally comprehend him and what he wants.
This Someone loves everyone on all sides equally, yet
he is always in control.

Isn't that a remarkable theme for a show to have?
(Frankly, isn't it a deeper theme than anything in the
Lost finale?) While far from a perfect show, Battlestar
Galactica has left more for me to talk and think about
than any other show I can think of this year.

So, while these recommendations don't constitute a
“Best of” list because I didn't see a lot of films from
this year, and Galactica actually finished its run a
year ago, I think it's worth mentioning both as some
of the best entertainment viewed by me during 2010. =
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It's finally here: the year 2011. What will this year
ring? Many people worry about the future. We often
onder if we will have money to pay the bills, health
o enjoy life, or love among our family and friends.
ut, did you ever consider the present? What are you
oing right now? If someone looks at you, what do
hey see? I invite you to take a look at yourself. Have
ou ever truly thought about what people see when
hey look at you? Do they see someone who is sor-
owfully sad or joyfully happy?

o they see someone who is
nfriendly or friendly? Do you
ortray someone who is discour-
ged or contented? Do they see
omeone who is a living testi-
ony of God'’s love?

In life, we encounter many ob-
tacles. There are times when no
eace can seemingly be found.

t is in these moments of com-
lete hopelessness, though, that
e need to cling on to the hand
f God even tighter than before.
e always provides the peace
hat may seem so elusive. He is
he Prince of Peace.

As Christians, we still encoun-
er trials. These trials come in
any forms. Even in these times
hen we are tested, we must
tand firm. The Bible consistently,
ses the phrase “stand firm.”

e need to stand strong when
atan comes through with his
eceptive storms and powerful winds. We are not to
aiver, but to stand strong in the Lord.

In the New Year, we need to remember that we are
iving testimonies of the saving grace of Jesus Christ,
he Lord and Savior of the world. When you are at
ork, do coworkers see your testimony? Or do you
ecome frustrated easily because someone has not
et their deadline, delaying the completion of your
wn daily tasks? When you sit in the pew at church,
o the other members of the church see your tes-
imony? Or do you remain focused on the fact that
he preacher has preached ten minutes past twelve,
hich will cause you to lose ten minutes of your af-
ernoon naptime?

It may be true that we should not worry what
"they” think. However, we do need to worry about
hat God thinks. How many times have you disap-

pointed our Heavenly Father? Did you ever skip
church, cheat, use inappropriate language, or lie
about something or someone? When was the last
time you took five minutes out of your busy schedule
to thank Him for waking you in the morning? Some
New Year’s resolutions are bound to be broken, but
here is one you can keep. Make a resolution to pray.
Pray when you go to bed, pray when you get up, but
above all, pray! Pray that you can be a testimony to
those around you, much like
the gentleman I have described
below. Take a look at this living
testimony:

One Sunday morning in a
small church in Western North
Carolina, I had the privilege of
hearing a precious man of God
deliver his testimony in song.
This gentleman did not seem
to care what “they” saw when
they looked at him, but at the
same time, his living testimony
of God'’s faithfulness shined for
all to see.

Slowly, he ambled up to the
platform with some much-
needed assistance, as his physi-
cal body was visibly not what it
once had been. He stood there,
open and vulnerable, and hum-
bly started to sing. His stance
was one that seemed as if he
I Campbell was holding his hands out in

front of him, as if reaching up to
the Lord as a child would reach up to their father to
receive a loving embrace. The song he chose to sing
was “Because He Loved Me.” He wasn't concerned
with stage presence. He didn't worry about anything.
He just sang.

Chills ran up and down my spine. Goosebumps
covered my arms. There were no musical accompa-
niments. There were no special lighting effects. He
was not wearing a designer suit. He did not introduce
the song. He did not even make eye contact with the
audience. Yet, it was one of the most anointed per-
formances I had ever witnessed.

I had never met this man. I had never spoken with
him. Nevertheless, through this one song, I knew
beyond a shadow of a doubt that he was one of the
saints of God. I was completely reassured, that while
I have no guarantee that I will see him again on this
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old earth, I know that I will see him one sweet day Are you willing to be a living testimony in the New
in Heaven, worshipping at the throne of God. Year? Can you reach out to others, using the abili-
This older man does not know of the profound im- | ties God has given you? Do you want others to see
pact he had Z Jesus in
on my life. / Ann DOWIlil‘lg shared with Jennifer how she plans to you? Step
His living make a splash in 2011: out on
testimony faith to-
reached day. Sing
across the a song.
sanctuary Share a
and extend- smile.
ed beyond Encourage
the doors of someone.
the church. Spread the
We should joy of the
all follow his * Lord. Make
example and ( a differ-
strive to be ence in
living testi- the lives of those around you. Choose to live a life
monies of God’s love. It doesn't take fancy clothes. | for Christ in 2011. Let others see a living testimony
It doesn't take renowned fanfare. It doesn't take in your life. Take a look around to see how you can
any additional trappings. All it takes is an individual | impact someone’s life today. Even the smallest act
who is willing to be used by God. can make a big difference. Make a splash in 2011!&

Ainplay Samplen
goldharbormudic, com

Merry
Christmas
and Happy
New Year
to all of my
Fans and
Friends

MINISTRY IN WORD AND MUSIC

Sharing the love of God and the
good news that God wants to be our Savior.

Book today: (615) 299-6659

Website: www.bevmccann.com Email: bevi@bevmccann.com



http://www.goldharbormusic.com
http://www.bevmccann.com
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1. JD. SUMNER LIVING LEGEND AWARD - A once-in-a-lifetime honor to recognize the

living performer for whom the fans feel has made the greatest contribution to Southern Gospel music
over a career spanning 25 years or more. PREVIOUS WINNERS: (No longer eligible for this award)
Bill Gaither, Naomi Sego, Beb Speer, Dottie Rambo, Connie Hopper, Eva Mae LaFevre, & LuLu Ro-
man.

2. MIXED GROUP OF THE YEAR - a group of any number with male & female members
3. QUARTET OF THE YEAR - a traditional group with 4-part harmony

4. TRIO OF THE YEAR - a traditional group with 3-part harmony

5. DUET OF THE YEAR - a group consisting of two singers

6. FEMALE SOLOIST OF THE YEAR - for artist recording as a soloist

7. MALE SOLOIST OF THE YEAR - for artist recording as a soloist

8. SUNRISE AWARD - for a new or developing artist who has seen growth in their career
this past year. Nominees in this category have not released their debut single two years prior to
the eligibility date (January 1, 2011) This award is also a once-in-a-lifetime honor.

9. SONG OF THE YEAR

10. ALBUM OF THE YEAR

1. CHRISTIAN COUNTRY GROUP OF THE YEAR

12. CHRISTIAN COUNTRY FEMALE ARTIST OF THE YEAR

13. CHRISTIAN COUNTRY MALE ARTIST OF THE YEAR

14. CHRISTIAN COUNTRY ALBUM OF THE YEAR

15. ANTHONY BURGER INSTRUMENTALIST OF THE YEAR

16. DOTTIE RAMBO SONGWRITER OF THE YEAR

17. BLUEGRASS GOSPEL ARTIST OF THE YEAR

18. VIDEO/DVD OF THE YEAR - a short form video or a DVD release

19. FAVORITE ARTIST WEBSITE - independent, artist-owned website only (no
Facebook, MySpace, SoGoCity, ShoutLife or fan sites will be counted

20. FAVORITE INDUSTRY WEBSITE - news, magazine, supporting business, or event
21. PAUL HEIL AWARD (Broadcasting ) - honors a disc jockey/radio or television host

The SGN Scoops
Diamond Awards are
returning for an 12th
year! This fan-voted
awards ceremony will
take place THURS-
DAY, JUNE 30 at

the Branson Gospel
Music Revival (www.
bransongmr.com). The
categories are listed
here & for the first
round of voting, you
may choose UP TO 10
of your picks in each
one. First round voting
begins Monday, Janu-
ary 10 and will con-
tinue until February 28.
TO VOTE:

Go to
SGNSCOOPS.COM
to VOTE.

OFFICIAL RULES:
One vote per email
address. Email address
will be required to
place a vote. Printable
ballots are available for
mail-in votes, but pho-
tocopies of completed
ballots will not be ac-
cepted. SGN Scoops
Digital and Coastal
Media Group reserves
the right to discard any
vote believed to be
fraudulent (ie, using

a fake email address
for mass voting) and
reserves the right to
determine eligibility

in all categories. Votes
should be based on an
artist’s work within the
calendar year of 2010.
Ballots must be filled
out for at least 18 of
the 21 categories to be
counted. All fans are
eligible to nominate.



http://www.sgnscoops.com/?page_id=3508

If you missed the 2010 Diamond Awards...
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'you missed big winners,big worship, big
laughter, and an all-star celebration of

. |
gospel music. |
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Don't miss 201! For tickets:

www.bransongmr.com or
call 1-800-785-1550

-



http://www.bransongmr.com

The Isaacs Make Music

For more than thirty years The Isaacs have
been “making music” and loving every min-
ute of it. Over the years, their music has
encouraged, enriched and entertained many
listeners. With their music, the Isaacs take
the message of the Gospel to many venues
where traditional Gospel cannot play.

Ben, Rebecca, and Sonya Isaacs grew up in a
family where making music was a way of life.
Their dad, Joe Isaacs, played bluegrass, and
the children grawtated to acoustic mstruments

Sandi Duncan-
Clark

Lily Isaacs

Photos by Aaron Crisler |
Judy Nelon Group
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folk music their mom, Lily Isaacs, sang, so naturally their music matured
around those influences.

Through the years the Isaacs developed their own style and sound. Their
music morphed into a smooth combination of country, jazz, bluegrass,
folk, southern and contemporary Gospel music. Their rich vocals and
close family harmony appeals to fans of any musical style.

Lily Isaacs, the mother of these fantastically talented young people, is
one of the smoothest vocalists you will hear in any form of music. Lily
was born in Germany to Jewish parents who survived the Holocaust. They
immigrated to America when Lily was two years old and she grew up in
New York City.

In the family band, Ben plays stand-up bass, Becky [Isaacs Bowman]
plays guitar, and Sonya [Isaacs Yeary] is famous for the mandolin. Join-
ing their Mom vocally, each one brings their own individual sound to the
family harmony, and to-
gether they form one o
the nation’s most sough
after artists.

This family has per
formed on stage with
some of the music indus-
try’s most illustrious, influential artists, including Dolly Parton, the late
Dottie Rambo, Vince Gill, Ricky Skaggs, Mark Lowry and many other well-
known vocalists and bands. They have toured more than a century with
Bill and Gloria Gaither and the Homecoming concerts, singing all across
the United States and in several foreign countries. One of Lily Isaacs’ big-
gest thrills was performing at Carnegie Hall in New York with the Home-
coming friends, and having her Mother in attendance. The Isaacs also
appear regularly on the Grand Ole’ Opry in Nashville, Tennessee, and The
Trinity Broadcast Network.

as well as our fans. ~ Lily

Around the piano with Homecoming
pianist Gordon Mote.

Making music Is not only a ministry
and career, but entertainment to us

Many of the songs the Isaacs sing
are written by Sonya and Becky.
“The girls have written some of
our most popular songs and songs
made popular by other artists. I'm
so proud and thankful for their tal-
ent,” Lily said. “Sometimes when
we're traveling, they will be in the
back of the bus with a guitar and
pen and paper, putting together a
new song. ”

Asked where Sonya and Becky get
ideas for their songs, Lily said, "They
draw from life experiences, from
sermons
they hear
or from a
thought
that God
gives them.
They some-
times awake at night with a thought,
and will get up to write it down. So-
nya is good with lyrics and Becky is
good with the melody. Sometimes
we might need a song for a record-
ing, or another group might need
a song and will ask them for help,”
Lily continued.

When it comes to putting all the
music together, Lily tells us
each member of the group
contributes. "When we get
a song we look at who is
best suited to sing it,” she
explained. “We always try
to feature everyone on a
song when we record, and
in our concert performanc-
es.”

“Everyone picks a song
they like when we're about
to do an album. We listen
to all the songs, then ev-
eryone gives their opin-
ion,” Lily explained. “For
instance, when we were do-
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ing the new Christmas project, we
were trying to decide what songs
to use. Ben produces our albums,
along with Bill Gaither, and Bill had
the idea to let our fans have input
on the recording. The fans could
go to our website or to the Gaither
website and suggest what Christ-
mas song they wanted to have us
record.” The Isaacs included five of
the songs suggested by their fans.
While they can't do this with all their
recordings, they are very open to
the leadership of God in choosing
material.

“We really try to choose songs
with a strong message. You know,
sometimes things we face in life -
life experiences and trials can either
draw us to God and make us stron-
ger or will distance us from Him,”
Lily said. “Our goal is that every
song we sing will have a positive

o
The Isaacs were awarded with the 2010 GMA Dove Award for Best Bluegrass Album for ... Naturally.

effect— on everyone who hears it”
Lily further shared, “In the past
we've been fortunate to have some
big profile producers work with us
on our albums and we've learned
from each of them. Ben has defi-
nitely benefited from their knowl-
edge and abilities. He's learned
all the aspects of production and
he’s a genius in the studio. The fun
is putting it all together. Ben is a
tough task master, but he knows
how to get the best out of each of
us!” Lily continues, “Making music
is not only a ministry and career,
but entertainment to us as well as
our fans. We all love what we do
and feel that if we enjoy it, our lis-
teners and fans will enjoy it and get
something from the songs.”

Two additional band members join
the Isaacs on stage. Thom Wywort
plays banjo and guitar, and Nathan
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Fausette plays percussion. “These
are two of the most talented young
men in music,” Lily stated. “Occa-
sionally these young men have a
different take on the music which
we haven't noticed or heard, and
will make suggestions to Ben. We
are very fortunate to have them
traveling with us.”

When you attend a Gaither Home-
coming event or any concert where
the Isaacs perform, you will be
struck not only by their music, but
their personalities and sincerity and
how they care for their fans. Sitting
back watching as fans approach
the group’s product table is always
amazing. Smiles and hugs abound
which automatically draws fans
back to another concert, then an-
other and another. Once you've ex-
perienced the Isaacs in person, you
too will love the music they make!

=



Bringing a message of the
Gospel & grace...

at home and all over the world.

All new CD
www. RodBurtonMusic.com

“A Denzel, George Clooney,
I'll never be. But ['ve got

the Son of God lookin’

after me.”

oy of Mayss May

The all new single
Written by Sue Duffield

d  Released on Airplay Radio
Promotion, November 2010
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Best or 2010: BRIAN FREE

GimMmicks vs GospreL

In a world that celebrates
mediocrity in talent and moral
fiber, Brian Free has worked
to uphold both musical and
ethical standards in Southern

) Gospel for almost 30 years.

Assurance may push the envelope
on style but they don't blur the
lines on integrity. Brian Free and
Assurance is all about class, cred-
ibility and clearly communicating
the message of the Cross.

Last March, Brian spoke with us
about his views of gospel music,
right around the time he com-
merorated 29 years in full time

inistry. “I'm nearly three decades
in the industry,” says Free. “The
decisions regarding our music

ften come from watching trends,

eeing what works on stage and
what doesn’t, and it is not an exact
science by any means.”

@rree continues, “Musically, I trust

the Lord to deal with my heart
and deal with the guys’ hearts and

[l us the songs to pick. As far

interpretation of the songs, we
pretty much stay with the writer
and work together with them. I
?n’t pick a song that I don't think
the writer and I can work together
to allow us to deliver the song the
we need to deliver it. It can
great song, but not every
song is for every group. So if we
can't deliver the song from our
t and do the song justice, then
won't do it.

“We are here to serve the audi-
ence,” says Free. “So if I see we
a‘erving up a dish they like, I
will serve some more of it!” Assur-

By Lorraine
WalLker

ance is very frank onstage regarding their desire to deliver straightfor-
ward lyrics and to minister to their audience, without a lot of extraneous
flare that Free compares to a ‘circus’.

“When it gets to the point where a gimmick has to be what my
ministry’s success is based upon, personally, I would stay home. We
don’t need to have a gimmick; we are presenting the message of Jesus
Christ. Everyone is not going to like our ministry. I'm not concerned
about that.” Free shares, “We do the very best we can to do what God
has called us to do. We present our ministry and the people that like our
ministry support us. Thank God there are a lot that do.”

“The people that don't like us, I understand, I don't hold it against
them and I don't get upset with them,” Free continues. “But in turn,

I'm not going to change what we do simply because a gimmick comes
along. I've seen many gimmicks come and go. What remains and what
stands the test of time is the heart of the ministry. That's where we are
and that’s our focus. We do music we enjoy doing, which touches us,
that we are excited about doing and that stylistically we enjoy. There is
an audience for it.”

The pressures of the industry and performance can be incredible for
artists, even those with years of experience and a firm grasp of their
place in ministry. Some artists find it difficult to remain grounded in
the midst of life events and career stress. Free admits that this can be
a challenge in the Christian music industry. Assurance members have
strong church ties to assist them in remaining firm in their faith.

“We all have home churches and pastors we talk to,” says Free. "I'm
with my Pastor quite often. We talk at least once or twice a week and
email as well if I have questions. If I want to share what’s on my heart
or have an opinion on something, he’s there. He and my wife are my
accountability partners. You need that.”

Free says his wife is his biggest accountability partner. “You get out of
line and my wife, she'll tell you really quick. She doesn't hesitate. She is
a five-foot-four fireball.”

One of the dangers of not remaining focused on the purpose of min-
istry is that artists become too affected by the attention and hype sur-
rounding the industry. In some cases, it can cause people to become
disillusioned and leave their calling. Free says he has always felt blessed
to be able to sing Southern Gospel and knows he is being allowed the
privilege to minister in this way because God decided to use him for this
purpose.

“It's not anything within me, so there’s no ego to burst,” says Free. “If
I have a bad night, so be it, I do the best I can. I am far from perfect,
I'm human and I'm going to make mistakes. I'm going to mess up and
when I do, I'm the first one to say, ‘Ouch, that hurt!”

“There isn't any ego to deal with in any of our guys.” Free contin-



ues, “We are down-to-earth guys. If you aren’t going to
be real, you can't connect with real people. After nearly
three decades in the industry, I'm jaded when it comes
to people that are not real. I can’t handle it and I don't
suffer fools very well. That's just one of my faults. I have
problems with anyone who thinks they are anything
because as humans we are only dirt when it comes right
down to it.”

“My righteousness at its best is just filthy rags in the
eyes of God. And the filthy rags that the scripture is refer-
ring to here are the rags off a leper’s body, if you re-
search the original Greek and Hebrew. So that’s the nasti-
est rags you can imagine and that is my righteousness at
its best. I have no reason to be haughty and no reason
to have an ego, so that’s never been an issue with me.
And if I ever made a comment that was the least little bit
in that direction, my wife would quickly stop me. So I've
always been focused.”

Brian Free is an ordained minister and takes his calling
to rightly divide the Word of truth very seriously. “When
you are given the privilege to stand on a stage and
preach and sing the Word of God, you are also given a
great responsibility. That comes at a high price. We have
to be careful because we are responsible for what we say
to God’s people, what we do and how we present our-
selves.”

“The Bible is very plain,” says Free. “If you do anything
to mislead, you’d be better off having a millstone tied
around your neck and cast into the sea. The millstone the
Bible is referring to here would weigh about 800 pounds.
So if they tie that around your neck and throw you in the
ocean, you aren’t coming back up!”

“I don't want to responsible for misguiding or misleading
anybody.” Free continues, “This includes how you present
yourself, the places you go, how you walk, the way you
talk, your facial expressions, your attitude, everything.
You only have one chance to make a good first impres-
sion on somebody you haven't seen before. That's it. You
only have one time. For those that take that lightly, that’s
because it's all about them. If it's just all about you, you
don’t care what anyone else thinks so it doesn’t matter.
You are your own little universe.”

Just as an artist has to have goals for their music, they also need to develop personal spiritual goals to
remain focused. "My goal every day is to be closer to the Lord,” says Free. "I need to be a better Christian. I
need to think more on Godly things, to act more on faith, to do everything we need to do on a daily basis to
grow. I've got a long way to go before I become the kind of Christian I want to be.”

“If God allows us greater popularity, that's great, because the more popular you are, the more people you
reach,” says Free. “That’s what keeps you on the road. If no one wants to hear you, you aren’t going to be
doing it very long. I want us to become more popular within the Christian community and within the Church,
so that we can share our hearts and carry the message that God has given to us.”" =




best of 2010:
susan unthank

southern gospel wife
and pioneer

In our February 2010 issue, we highlighted “southern gospel
wives.” Susan Unthank was obviously much more than that in the
world of southern gospel - after all, she founded AbsolutelyGospel.
com (formerly SoGospelNews.com), which completely revolution-
ized news in the southern gospel genre, uniting fans and artists in a
brand new way.

ut to know Susan was to also know that more than any role she could play in the world,

her role as wife to Deon and mom/stepmom to her children (Scott, Amy, Chris, and Leslie
and Aaron) was the most important. Her loyalty, generosity, and integrity were something to
admire. Though SGNScoops.com also publishes daily news and monthly features, Susan never
acted as though we were competitors; rather, she worked alongside us all the way by sharing
her wisdom, experience, and support. To say that is a special quality is an understatement,

and to say it is rare is a an admonishment.

Susan passed away on January 5, after a long and difficult physical battle that left her dependent on a wheel-
chair and oxygen tank. Yet, her focus and determination never wavered.

Donna Beauvais of DayWind Records and Vertical Sky recalled, “Susan Unthank was an internet pioneer in
Gospel music and was a major part of expanding the outreach of this genre. My life enriched today because of
Susan Unthank...I never heard her complain once, and I always saw her put everyone in front of herself. I'll
never forget when she had [daughter] Amy Unthank interview my little and completely unknown group over
10 years ago...We were SO excited! Susan Unthank was
g all about giving the underdog a chance. God was and
- will continue to be honored by the motivation of her
life and ministry”

And Susan’s devoted and beloved husband Deon
had this to say, “She was the back-bone of our family
and the [AbsolutelyGospel.com] site. Susan put more
time and energy over the course of the last 15 years in
SGN than most people put in in their life. She lived
and breathed Southern Gospel for the past 15 years.
While'our family grieves the loss of this very impor-
tant member of our family, surely the industry must
mourn the loss of one of its most prized possessions.”

Indee e have, Deon, and we do. May God be with
the Un family...and may they be comforted in
the pr e that Susan-i
with our Savior!

. ~KeHX Cagriotti Burton
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By Susan Unthank -]

I have been a wife of a Christian music singer for
over 32 years. I was lucky in that I already loved
gospel music before I married Deon [Unthank of
Sunday Edition and AbsolutelyGospel.com], so
at least I didnt have to learn to accept his music
like some wives do. That being said, our children
didn't always share our love for southern gospel
as we did. Our daughter, Amy, was the only want
who loved it from day one, but our other children
all preferred the more modern sounds of contempo-
rary Christian and gospel music during their teens
and early twenties. Interestingly enough, they
have come to love it and are now or have been
involved in the business in some way or another.

I haven't ever felt like I had to juggle
anything. My family has always been
intricately involved in
our business in some form.

Southern GospelTelevisiomon-Your Computer!
Join Ken and Jean Grady and guests for the latest southern gospel
News, concert updates, feature artists, new music.
Watch Gospel Music Toglay anytime on your computer at

Www.gospelmusictoday.com

And, I never see my roles as wife, mother, worker as
being seperate from each other. They are all neces-
sary parts of what makes me who I am. I can’t imag-
ine being a wife who wasn't involved in her husband’s
passion. I can't imagine being a mother who didn‘t
involve her children in that same passion. Being a
worker in this industry came naturally and is simply
another facet of my life.

I can’t imagine being either a wife, mother or worker
without the other two, or being two of the three with-
out the third. I don’t juggle them but I do cement
them. I cement them with the only glue worth using,
my faith. My faith is simple. I believe that what God
puts together, He holds together.

The Unthank family requests that you leave a tribute
message on Susan’t Facebook page, and that in lieu
of flowers, donations be made toward Susan’s medical
expenses and burial. Click HERE for more.
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In an interview that so closely captured our vision for SGN Scoops magazine, Oak Ridge Boy Joe Bonsall
shared his thoughts on what it means to be a gospel singer. Originally published in May 2010, Joe’s words
continue to ring true.

Joe Bonsall, one of the “ORB” or “Oaks,” says most things with a lightness in his voice. This is a man
with serious accolades and a seriously prestigious career who rarely takes himself too seriously.
Whether you get to know him from the countless ORB songs woven into America’s musical culture,
one of his memoirs, over a plate of lasagna at Hendersonville’s Nana Rosa, or as one of his near-3000
followers on Twitter, you’ll know that Joe has a lot to say about a lot of things, and all of it with an
enthusiasm for life that is contagious, kind of like an Oak Ridge Boys song. By Kelly Capriotti Burton

Best of 2010; Oﬂé KM/ 7 gOyj
Gwpe/ Music, Rock & Roll Afiude

The Oak Ridge Boys have a 50-year history that spans

across and often defies genres. While many of their chart-
ing songs and general successes have occurred in the
country music industry, gospel music is at their roots and
their core, and that is a subject Joe does not take lightly.
Joe and members Duane Allen, William Golden, and Richard
Sterban have made up the current and iconic iteration of
the Oak Ridge Boys for the past 36 years. Together they
have musically transcended the gospel, country, pop, and
rock and roll genres. In the 1970s, followed by a change in
direction at shift to the Columbia record label, their music
* began to be more heavily promoted to country radio than to
gospel. In that timeframe, the group who at one time was
often seen in SG-matching-suits was widely accused of leav-
ing gospel music or going country. Joe explained throughout
our talk and from the stage at the Harmony Honors that this
wasn't quite the case. More so, the ORB have been blessed
Above: Joe giving hiflills with variety of success and opportunity.
— . “[One week in early spring], we were singing [at the 50
Our own Ms. Lo Years of Kenny Rogers concert taping) with Kenny, Wynon-
legendary group. na Judd, Lionel Richie, and Smokey Robinson. [Two weeks
Hildreth. later at the SGM Guild Guild Harmony Honors] we shared the
stage with Triumphant Quartet...there’s never a
reason to limit ourselves,” Joe says.

Incidentally, Triumphant Quartet recently
scored a hit with ORB’s “Everyday,” the song they
would perform together on the stage at the Gay-
lord Opryland Convention Center. It was there
that Judy Nelon, president of the SGMG, told the
crowd that the Oak Ridge Boys, “Have touched
people all over the world with gospel music.”

Indeed, it seems that the industries showcas-
ing ORB music agree. With numerous coun-
try accolades (among them, the Academy of
Country Music’s lifetime achievement/Pioneer
honor),ORB was also inducted into the Gospel
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Music Hall of Fame in 2000, have won numerous Dove
Awards, Christian Country Music Awards 2004 Main-
stream Artist of the Year, and was honored by the
SGMG with the President’s Honor in April 2010.

“I fondly recall having the opportunity of present-
ing a Gospel Music Award to the Oak Ridge Boys in
Los Angeles, California in 1973,” recalls Nelon. “It just
happened to have been Joe Bonsall’s first week with
the group. Now, thirty-seven years later, it is such a
privilege to present the prestigious SGMG President’s
Honor to this same amazing group.”

The night of the SGMG Harmony Honors and the
presentation of the Presidential Honor showcased the
gospel stylings of Oak Ridge Boys as well as the rel-
evance they hold in the current southern gospel

It's no secret or even a touchy subject to say that
ORB's place in southern gospel comes with a touch of
controversy. So when the question is posed: How does
the group balance songs about carousing with songs
about Jesus? Joe responds with an answer that he’s
clearly given before.

“I've never had a problem singing any of them,” he
says. “'Trying to Love Two Women’ — if you listen to
the words — is saying it's a bad idea! “Y‘all Come back
Saloon” is just about people who are down and out.
There are blurry lines, but all the guys in the group are
Christians who believe in the gospel... We pay tribute
to it every night in our concerts, and we pay tribute to
it with the lives we live.”

A typical ORB show — and there are about 150 a year
— has a set list that weaves in and out of the nearly-
four decades of music they have made together. Those
sets change nightly and consist of country songs, love
songs, songs about family, patriotic anthems, and al-
ways, several gospel songs.

“To me, it’s old news that “The Oak Ridge Boys
went country,” Joe says. “We don’t make our
living in the gospel music industry, but we
never quit singing gospel music.”

Joe says the group talks to younger artists in gospel
music who would also like to “step out of the box” mu-
sically but are afraid of “getting hammered upon.”

“We're just surfing a different feed,” he adds. “If
some lady in the fourth row doesn't like my hair, who
cares? That puts everything in the wrong perspective.”

Bill Dykes of Mansion Entertainment, himself of a gos-
pel music mainstay, shared his thoughts on the group:
“The Oaks have always been true to themselves, be it
in gospel music or country, and most importantly they
have always been true to their God. That is the rea-
son why I believe the transition of them moving back

towards Gospel Music again has been so easy. People
always loved them and never forgot them from their
original gospel music days; songs like “Jesus is Com-
ing Soon” and "I Know” will live forever as sung by the
Oak Ridge Boys. ”

The ORB’s latest release, The Boys Are Back, an
eclectic collection that put ORB on the playlists of a
new generation of listeners, also includes selections
that embody the gospel and family friendly thread that
runs through the group. The single “Mama’s Table,”
(written by Nashville-based Jamey Johnson) tracing a
family’s story through a kitchen mainstay, hit the Bill-
board Country Singles chart and is a sentimental fan
favorite, while show-opener “The Boys Are Back” and
the raucous “Seven Nation Army” (previously recorded
by White Stripes) consistently bring ORB audiences to
their feet. Meanwhile, “You Ain't Gonna Blow My House
Down” and “Live with Jesus” continue to showcase the
group’s gospel music roots. The project as whole has
been a creative turning point for the group, one that
shows no signs of them slowing down or settling for
the same old sound.

“We are four guys who are just like-minded,” Joe
says. "Nobody is ready to retire, and we're always
thinking forward: How can we do it better?”

The new effort still resonates with long-time fans,
such as editor of AbsolutelyGospel. com, Deon Un-
thank, who says, “I've been an Oak Ridge Boys fan
since I was about 16 years old, and that was a long
time ago. I was checking my old LPs not long ago and
to my surprise I have more Oak Ridge Boys records
than any other group. I watched all the changes as
the Oaks morphed into who they are today. Several
personnel changes, and a lot of years later, I will still
go see the Oak Ridge Boys every chance I get.”

While Joe describes the group as quintessential
American music group, a middle American group, the
one you see on the campaign trail with George Bush
and at the state fair, he is perhaps happiest to say
that an Oak Ridge Boys concert is one for the family:
“There is nothing off color: you can bring your grand-
ma or your little kids.”

And when it comes to the gospel section of that
American music scene, Joe states enthusiastically, “All
of us are honored beyond words to be honored by
gospel music.”

He concludes, “We love gospel music; it is where our
heritage lies. A lot of people’s lives have been touched
by Oak Ridge Boys music — including mine before I
was ever a part of it. We're a southern gospel quartet
singing country music with a rock and roll attitude.”

It's a flavor all its own, and may many more lives be
touched by it in the years to come. =
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Best of 2010:
THE PCITUs
give thanks

For our November issue, Dee Ann Bailey put
out a call for artists words of gratefulness. At
the center of the story was Tracy and Libbi
Perry Stuffle, who were plowing through an
eventful year of successes, accolages, and
transitions,and one that also brought seri-
ous.threats to Tracy’s health. Libbi shared

| the story of God’s faithfulness and their own
| gratefulness.

On August 11, 2010 a time came that neither Tracy
nor Libbi them were really prepared for. Tracy was
experiencing pain and once the doctors saw him, things
began to move really fast. In addition to having multiple blockages Tracy learned he was a diabetic and also
there was a small heart aneurysm. After determining that would this not be a problem, Tracy’s surgery was
set for August 13th.

What the hospital wasn't prepared for and what Tracy and Libbi didn't fully understand, was how much they
were loved! The hospital switchboard was overwhelmed and the waiting rooms were overflowing. The love
this couple had inspired was now surrounding them as gentle prayers was being whispered for them not only
across the country but around the world.

This outpouring of love caused the hospital to ask
them to begin a Caringbridge website to keep ev-
eryone updates as their lines could not handle the

influx of calls. As he made it through the surgery
and Libbi and Jared were allowed to see him, a col- E R M O t’ N ﬂ T !? N

lective sigh of relief was heard in many homes that
had been praying for them. ! qual’
“We didn’t know that Tracy was diabetic and we One of the youngest quartets on the road today...

thought the pain he was experiencing was from a hi-
enal hernia, we had no clue he had anything wrong
with his heart. But the doctors said that many folks
in his shape, by the time they have a clue is already
too late,” Libbi shared. “The good news is he was
there and able to get better. The bad news, he had
to get in better shape because the doctors were not
giving us options if he didn't.”

As members of The Perrys and their friends pitched
in to keep concert dates going, Libbi stayed right

by Tracy’s side. “Our vows said ‘for better or worse,
in sickness and in health’ but I thought that would
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be later in life, when we were old and grey, I didn't
expect it to be now. But she has not left my side,

she encourages me and has been with me every step

of the way” says Tracy.
“When they were wheeling
him away from me were so
many ‘what ifs’ that came
to mind but there was no
time, they said we have

to do this now. All I could
do was put him in God'’s
hands” Libbi adds.

“God’s been good to
us,” she continues.
“We have felt the
prayers and words
can’t express how
much that means to

us. Tracy is doing good
and losing weight, his insulin keeps being reduced
and we believe before long we can begin to control
his sugar with just diet. His blood pressure is still
giving us a few problems but the doctors are pleased
with his progress.”

Just as with anything in our lives, change happens,

913-710-5227 §
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C) /7%

and as they finish out this year and look forward to
2011, there are changes with The Perrys. With the re-
cent departure of Troy Peach, The Perrys have added

- a young man who is no
stranger to SGM or many
other Americans for that
matter. Bryan Walker,
formerly with the Dixie
Melody Boys and Ameri-
can Idol contestant, is
their new baritone. The
song and the singers will
still carry on. They know
§ what they are singing
about and that message
resonates with those lis-
tening: It's not about
being perfect, it's about
allowing Him to perfect
us.

Update: According to Libbi, Tracy has dutifully changed
his lifestyle and lost over 50 pounds since suffering his
heart attack. However, he was hospitalized in early
January after a knot formed on his leg. With Libbi by
his side, he is healing. Please keep them in your con-

—

tinued prayers. =
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http://www.2ndgenerationministries.com
http://www.steveladdmusic.com

SGN Scoops featured
Monthly chart

Presented this month by
He’s Alive Radio

Top 15 Songs
of 2010

Weeks at Number 1 is within (-).
Title of the CD is in ALL CAPS

1.

Mckamey’s : Shepherd’s Point of View
(11 wks) in May and June of this year.
*The MESSAGE

Perry’s : Did I Mention?
(7 wks) in March and April *ALMOST MORNING

Browders: Message of the Cross
(5 wks) May and June *THE MESSAGE

Collingsworth Family : Fear Not Tomorrow
(4 wks) June and July *THE ANSWER

Akins : I Want My Stage to Be An Altar
(3 wks) Peaked in January *THE AKINS

Ernie Haase & Signature Sound: I Thirst

He’s Alive Radio is a Christian Network of
8 frequencies located in PA, WV, and MD.

(3 wks) Nov & Dec *TRIBUTE TO THE CATHEDRALS QT This non-profit ministry also operates a

Karen Peck & New River: Why Should I Worry?
(3 wks) July *NO WORRIES

Jonathan Martin: Fill My Cup
(2 wks) October *

Mark Lowry: Keep Walking
(2 wks) Feb *LIFE GETS LOUD

10. Kingsmen — Missing People

(2 wks)Dec *MISSING PEOPLE

11. Booth Brothers: Faithful One

(not number one) Nov * ROOM FOR MORE

12. Lulu Roman: 7 Times In the Jordan

(0) May and June *SEVEN TIMES

live webstream online at www.hesalive.
net. Founded in 1984, it is now entering a
second generation of family ministry with
Sharon Johnson, president, at the helm.
Her daughter, Melissa Flores (pictured
above with karen Peck & New River), is
general manager and host of the AM Cafe.
www.hesalive.net

13. Jim Brady: Don’t Ever Miss the
Chance
(0) August *JIM BRADY

14. Jeff & Sheri Easter: Born to Climb
(o) March *EXPECT GOOD THINGS

15. Michael Combs: Almost Home
0) August *RAIN ON ME



http://www.hesalive.net

Carol Sanguinette-How

Carol's Music Ministiy is a God-inspired ministry of Gospel Music and
testimony! A breast cancer survivor, she is full of the desire to serve the Lovd!
Allow Carol to encourage your group with song and testimony!

Member of the:

SGMA

(Southem Gospel Music Assocation)

MAGMA . : : .

(Mid-America Gospd Musc Assodation) ® a0 a0 636-937-9704

CGMA . o ) )

(T ountry Gospd Music Association) or 314-640-1631

LLAMM. [ it .
email: sanghow@yahoo.com

(International Assodation of Music Ministnes) : e s “-*{ i

BGSSA Website: www.carolsmaisicm inistry.com

(Branson Gospel Singer Songwriler Association)

170,000 Listeners in 110"
~ countries every month!
' wwwwvsgra io.com

. Thanks for requesting
our single Mercy
Walks a Road!”

‘ o~ / P
mz.‘/uy the. A/m/ﬂ@/fms
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/Mz///zw/ﬂ/ more!
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For booking call (615) 545-5315 or email deon@sundayedition.net
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http://www.carolsmusicministry.com
http://www.wvsgradio.com
http://www.sundayedition.net

26
=Sy =

Where does Chmistian Fitness segin?

By Laurette Willis

“And do not be conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you
may prove what is that good and acceptable and
perfect will of God” (Romans 12:2).

Does fitness begin by doing a lot of acrobatics
(physical or mental)? It does feel that way some-
times, doesn't it? Where do we begin?
Most of us would say that to
make physical changes, we must
begin with our body.

But what part do the spir-

it and soul play?

In 1 Thessalonians 5:23 Paul
prays “may your whole spirit,
soul, and body be preserved
blameless...” You are a spirit
who has a soul and you live in a
body. Your soul consists of your
mind, will and emotions.

What's on your mind? It's
estimated that we think about
60,000 thoughts per day at a
speed of 600-800 words per min-
ute. Do you find your thoughts
consistently running along
positive paths or negative ones?
When something bad happens
do you think or say, “It figures.
Nothing good ever happens to
me.”

what? I'm not moved by this be-
cause God said in Psalm 34 that
‘Many are the afflictions of the
righteous, but the Lord delivers
him out of them all,” so we're coming out of this one,
too.”

In More Jams Than Smuckers?

While quoting scripture out of your mouth may be
new to you, it's certainly better than quoting many
of the slogans the world hands us. “If it feels good,
do it” has landed people in more jams than Smuck-
ers. How about the woeful outlook of “Murphy’s law”
which says if anything can go wrong it probably will.

Why are people who quote God’s Word called ex-

You will begin to see
Or do you say, “You know ?OMVSGI'F in a new

ight, a new mivrovr:

the Wovrd of God.

tremists and fanatics while those who quote Murphy’s
Law are considered realists who are just “telling it
like it is?”

Does God “Tell it like it is”?

Did you know God never told us to “tell it like it is?”
In fact, if that were the way
God operated, creation would
not have happened.

Imagine if God had stepped
out into the black void of
space and said, “Hey it sure
is dark out here.” It would
still be dark! What God says
is truth. He cannot lie.

God chose not to “tell it like
it is.” Instead He “calls those
things which do not exist as
though they did” (Romans
4:17).

He used His Word and said,
“Let there be light.” And
there was light. (In Hebrew,
the words are translated,
“Light be!” in Genesis 1:3.)

Since we're made in the
image of God and Ephesians
5:1 tells us to be “imitators
of God as dear children,”
doesn't it make sense to
say what God says instead
of what the enemy and the
world say?

Become a

Nonconformist!

Run a WWID check on
your mind and mouth today. Are you thinking and
speaking in line with what God’s Word says about the
situation -- or what the world, circumstances or the
enemy have to say?

If you want to “prove what is that good, and ac-
ceptable, and perfect will of God” for your life, be-
come a nonconformist! You can decide you won't
allow yourself to be “conformed to this world,” its
thoughts and ways of doing things -- but you can “be
transformed by the renewing of your mind” on the



Fitness cont'd

Word of God.

Read and speak scriptures aloud -- especially God’s
promises to you about who you are in Christ and the
victorious life the Lord has for you in Him. You'll start
to be transformed.

The book of Ephesians is a great place to start - es-
pecially all of the “in Christ” and “in Him" scriptures.

Start Looking in a New Mirror

Thinking and speaking God’s words and thoughts
will change you. Your faith will grow as you hear the
Word of God. You will begin to see yourself in a new
light, a new mirror: the Word of God. It will become
easier for you to encourage and bring hope to others,
for you'll begin to know that the Lord can help them.

Situations that used to baffle you will become easier

New .l:..lburn

i 67_{?{& &y

in stores now!

Juther land’

to understand. Health and fitness issues will also be-
come easier to solve, for godly fitness is tied more to
the development of the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians
5:22,23) than any diet or exercise routine.

Look at yourself in the mirror of God’s Word today.
You will love the way you look - in Him.

(Adapted from BASIC Steps to Godly Fitness by
Laurette Willis, Harvest House Publishers)

Note: One of the things people have told us they
enjoy about PraiseMoves is being able to recite and
meditate on Scripture during their workout. A number
of you have told us you are not only remembering so
much more of the Word than you ever have before,
but that knowing more of the Bible has changed you
and enhanced your relationship with the Lord. Glory

AVE

Ministry Partners are

guaranteed air time!

find out more at our website

INTERNET RADIO

/;

ound-the world to's

Heir Wave Internet Radio is a combined ministry
of GospelOK - Oklahoma Gospel Music and
Tommy D Mayo's Southern Gospel Outreach

see also www.gospelok.com and www.southerngospeloutreach.com

WW WSEEIRWAVERADIO.C OM

roud.to.be workingawith

Hundreds of artists
thousands of Listeners


http://www.heirwaveradio.com
http://www.christysutherland.net
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Our SGN Scoops Staff is comprised of professional writers, singers, speakers, publicists, and
ministers. Please visit their websites for more from them.

KELLY CAPRIOTTI
BURTON is a former
teacher and IT project
manager, and a cur-
rent gospel wife, mom
of 2, stepmom of 2,
homeschooler, event
promoter, and writer/
editor, recently featured
on www.incourage.me .
She currently lives out-
side of Chicago some-
times and on a bus the
rest, and survives to tell
about it at
mylifeastheglue.com

com

Born and raised in
southern Ontario,
Canada, LORRAINE
WALKER has been
interested and
involved in South-
ern Gospel Music
since the mid-80s.
Since 2005, she
has also authored
the popular
‘Reality Check’
column and other
features for
sgmradio.com .

ROB PATZ is the owner & publisher of
SGN Scoops along with the owner &
voice of SGMRadio.com & The Southern
Styles Show. He resides in Seattle and

~ loves Jesus, music, food, people, and

| talking as a job and hobby. sgmradio.

TOM HOLSTE is a writer living in
Chicago and a graduate of Act One,
a screenwriting program specifically
geared toward Christians. He has
written and directed numerous short
scenes for church events.
tomholste.com.

Christian Fitness Expert and author
LAURETTE WILLIS is the Director of
PraiseMoves, offering fitness programs,
DVDs, books and training for those inter-
ested in a Christian alternative to yoga,
and fitness for spirit, soul and body at
AWMERFAISemoves.com

com/Fit4Christ
ok.com/praisemoves

MS. LOU WILLS
HILDRETH is always
smiling, is mar-

ried to Howard, is

a member of the
legendary Wills
family, a member
of the Gospel Music
Association Board,
and a television
host, songwriter,
publisher, journalist,
an industry leader.
Get to know her at
louhildreth.com

| CONTRIBUTORS

SANDI DUNCAN-CLARK!
grew up in Greenville,
South Carolina as the
daughter of a Baptist
minster. For more than
30 years, it has been her
joy to contribute to the
ministry of those who
serve the Lord singing
Southern Gospel. With

her husband, Cliff, Sandi
makes her home in Easley,
S. C., where she attends
Westwood Church, does
volunteer work, and spen-
datime with her son and
new daughter-in-law.
Sandi’s Facebook

jennifercampbell.net

SG enthusiast D. ANN BAILEY has written fo
a number of industry publications. Currently
she works as a senior manager and is part of
a four generation household. She also serves
on the advisory board of Harvest Hope Food
Bank., allowing her to reach out to the com-
munity showing God’s love not only in spiritu
ways but helping to meet the physical needs
as well. twitter.com/DeeAnnBailey

JENNIFER CAMPBELL returns to Scoops
this month and we’re happy to have her.
She resides in Florida where she is a master
English teacher and enjoys singing and
writing gospel music. We invite you to read
her rich testimony at her website.

Through a series of
events, JEIF HAWES
has moved from the
classroom where he
taught high school
English in Jackson
County, Alabama

to the tour bus of
gospel great Karen
Peck & New River.
Jeff chronicles the
fulfillment of his
gospel music dreams
and his road life
exclusively for SGN
Scoops. Learn more
about him at
karenpeckandnewriver.com

E7,


http://www.tomholste.com
http://www.mylifeastheglue.com
http://www.sgmradio.com
http://www.louhildreth.com
http://www.sgmradio.com
http://www.karenpeckandnewriver.com
http://www.praisemoves.com
http://www.jennifercampbell.net
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?sk=app_2915120374#!/profile.php?id=1373492100
http://www.twitter.com/deeannbailey

Vol S P LAl Py
’*q" /{/Ii J",:| f_rf( 2
,;,,;9 AW

'.S'Eﬁ' VIGE: Sﬂl!ll TIONS:

ﬁﬂﬂs G GRAPHLS
513:7‘23llﬂﬂﬂ '

If you are

n e f J%’ ur Paﬂmm m

easy%/)—lfg—ség%ate, Gﬁpﬁswaﬁ nmﬁsi
WEBSTTE, | maw Suﬁwﬂ & Memﬁ

stop searching o

now. .
efficient website | l‘um Key. I]esugn ﬁ Logo cwealmn
package R ﬂmgmal mwa( ﬁ Pmmgmmw

tell the story of |
contact 5 ‘¢§|§ @ﬁ @@ F

rrrrr

For a simple and

your ministry, |
GOSPEL A |

Lo % . Backdrops & Bﬂﬂl‘iﬂl"$
A i _Decals 6 Magnels
hosti;::U ngo?)cgf'jggstin 1 : ‘i hsmlﬁls & nnnapel
minnemend  © Vehicle Graphics G Wmﬂs
e | Posters & Flyers
Business Cards

www.InServicesoiutions.com



http://www.inservicesolutions.com
http://www.ymrmp.com

| _l._ =
bl L
LN

':\..... i
R g "

y—

*»;L@JUHUUIIWIW
.z INiStripe

"ik

LOVING WHAT WE DO
Produced By Second Coming & Steve “Rabbit” Easter
Gaither Music Group

6 riffin, Georgia is home to Gospel singing group,

Second Coming. Donna Hanna-Boswell and her
husband, Vernon, manage the group, booking almost
every weekend out of the year, singing Gospel music
and sharing the message of salvation. This mixed
group recently released an exciting new recording,
commemorating their love for God and for the music
they sing.

Loving What We Do is the title of their latest re-
cording, produced by the group with Steve “Rabbit”
Easter. “Rabbit’ has worked with us on other record-
ings, and we always enjoy working together,” Donna
Hanna-Boswell said. Donna is lead vocalist and key-
board player with Second Coming.

This new recording features eleven songs; several
well-known classics and four original songs written by
Donna and another group member, Taylor Caswell.
“Our goal with this recording is to let our listeners
know how much we love sharing the message of
Christ through our music,” Donna said.

My favorite song on the recording is the first cut,
“The Burden,” one of Donna’s compositions. Another
favorite is the old standard, “(I've got) So Much (to
thank Him for.) Second Coming does an outstanding
job on both songs.

Behind the Music

CD Reviews “Plus” by
Sandi Duncan-Clark

Their musical style has a country flavor and Second
Coming travels with a full band. Donna’s husband,
Vernon joins her on vocals and plays acoustic guitar.
Ronnie Boyt plays drums and Marcus Caswell plays
bass, while Greg Smith plays lead guitar. Jeff Stanley
sings vocals and rounds out the band playing fiddle,
mandolin and twelve-string guitar. Joining Donna,
Vernon and Jeff on vocals are Taylor Caswell and
Myra Wells, who are featured on various songs dur-
ing the groups program.

“We have been blessed with a group of people who
devote their time and talent to the Lord,” Donna
stated. “We enjoy the music and we enjoy being
together. We had been needing more room on the
bus for family members who like to travel with us,
and had prayed for several months for the Lord to
provide. A lead on a bus in California didn’t work out,
but we learned of one for sale just a few miles from
home,” she continued.

“When Vernon and the guys went to look at the bus,
it was exactly what we needed. We asked the Lord
to make a way for us to sell the old bus, and buy
the new one,” Donna related. “Within four days, we
bought the new bus and sold the old one.” When we
spoke with Donna, Second Coming had just returned
from vacation to Gatlinburg, Tennessee. “Each year,
we rent a cabin and everyone takes the week off,”
Donna said. “"No, we don’t book singing dates, we
just go for the fellowship and the fun.” She ended
with a laugh, “And yes, we do eat a LOT!”

With the new recording, Second Coming is fulfilling
the mission of their ministry. “"Our mission is to sing
wherever God opens a door,” Donna stated. “We
can minister in churches where other groups aren’t
able. We realize that some people will go to a con-
cert when they won't go to a regular worship service.
When we sing, we try to present the message of
salvation in a way that will touch hearts and entertain
as well.”

“LOVING WHAT WE DO" is available at Second Com-
ing’s concerts and by contacting them at 770-227-
4111. You may also have them at your next Gospel
music event by calling this number or by visiting their
website at www.secondcomingsgm.com =


http://www.secondcomingsgm.com
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Other than the year I came to
know Christ, 2010 has definitely
been the best year of my life. As I
look back at all that has happened
this year, I am simply amazed at
what God has blessed me with
and what He has allowed me to
witness. Just one year ago, I was
thinking of what I would be teach-
ing for spring semester at school,
what gigantic piles of essays I
would be grading, and which stu-
dents I would have.

When Karen Peck Gooch called
me one year ago, I did not know
my plans for 2010 would be quite
different than what I had previ-
ously thought. Thinking back, I re-
member the first night I sang with
KPNR. It was in LaGrange, Georgia
at a Bible Conference. Wow! Was I
nervous, or what? Until that mo-
ment, I had never had to rely on
God to take complete control of
my life and body. I had no idea of
what He was preparing me for, but
as it turned out, New River would
be my new home for 2010, and I
would put teaching aside in order

The Chronicles of a
S1n in Engysh
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of Karen Peck & New River

for my dreams to become reality.

This year has truly been a whirlwind, especially since I have never
traveled before, a fact that Karen and Susan often kid me about. They
really did expose me to a whole new world. I always wanted to travel
to other parts of the country and even the world, but until 2010, I really
had no reason or way to go; I owe them so much for everything they
have shared with me. When I think about how I did not have a clue
what I was doing, it often scares me stiff. For example, who can forget
my first trip to Canada? I will never forget the pit in my stomach when
the customs officer put that bright red X on my entrance form. I wanted
to crawl in a hole. However, I did learn a valuable lesson: always know
where you are performing and have at least $5 in your wallet.

How will I ever forget the first time I stepped onto the Gaither Tour
stage or when I sang at my first Gaither Homecoming DVD taping. I can
still feel my hands shaking and my knees knocking. Sheri Easter said
“Poor Jeff! We all remember the first time when we shook and sang for
Bill Gaither. I have been so thankful this year for artists like Jeff and
Sheri Easter and the Isaacs who have supported and prayed for me this
year.

Prayer has also been a key ingredient to surviving 2010. Growing up, I
was always taught to carry my struggles and trials to the Lord in prayer,
but this was taken to a new level in 2010. Truthfully, I prayed more as
I drove back and forth to meet the bus than I did anywhere else, which
could be scary if you passed me on the interstate sometime this year.

As I look ahead to 2011, the sky is the limit to what I want God to do
in my life and in New River. May He reveal spiritual truths through scrip-
ture and others and may He protect our group as we are on the road
each and every day. I have compiled a list of just SOME of the exciting
moments I have had during this year, although they are not in any par-
ticular rank or order. Perhaps, though, my favorite moments have been
when I am in the midst of someone coming to accept Christ as Savior of
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his or her life. There is nothing to compare to the thrill
of a person who kneels, broken and humbled before the
Lord, not exactly knowing all of the answers, but know-
ing the one who does. May we all expect GREAT things
in2011. =

. Jeff’'s 10 Exciting Events in 2010
e People accepting Christ/ Meeting wonderful new KPNR
friends
¢ Recording a new project with KPNR/ Writing for

Scoops
¢ Singing on the Gaither Homecoming Tour and DVD
« Singing at the Dove Awards Pre-Show and attending
the main show
¢ Receiving the call from Susan that the group had re-
ceived a Grammy
nomination
e Singing on the National Quartet Convention Stage/
Singing News Fan Awards
e Singing for Dr. Charles Stanley and In Touch Minis-
tries/ Singing for TBN

e Being able to bring KPNR to my home church/ Manna On the Mountain Bible Conference

e Cruising to Hawaii and the Bahamas
F i d I

« Visiting New York City and Bar Harbor, Maine

Famil
Entertainme

The Best and Only 24 Hour Southern Gospel Music Network
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Family, Friendly
Entertainment Inc.

For information about FFE call toll-free 1-800-665-2334
or to WATCH ONLINE 24 hours a day..log onto: VWIWWW. FamiilyFriendlyE.com


http://www.familyfriendlye.com

THE ULTIMATE RADIO RESOURCE

GOSPEL
.

NOW

REMEMBER ‘THE GOOD OLE DAYS’ WHEN YOUR
LATEST RELEASE WAS SENT OUT TO RADIO AS A 45
RPM RECORD? YOU STUFF ITIN AN ENVELOPE, PUT

IT IN THE MAIL, AND HOPE SOMEONE LISTENS TO IT?

WELL, THAT HAS CHANGED... DRASTICALLY!
AT GOSPEL 45 NOW, ALL YOU HAVETO DO IS LOAD
YOUR SONGS AND INSTANTLY BE AVAILABLETO
LITERALLY EVERY RADIO STATION IN THE WORLD!

VISIT GOSPEL4A5NOW.COM TODAY AND SEE WHAT
THE BUZZ IS ABOUT!

OH YEAH, YOU DJs, YOU'RE GONNA LOVE IT!

WWW.GOSPEL45NOW.COM

615-355-9837
NASHVILLE, TN



http://www.gospel45now.com

