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HOPE WINS
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thehyssongs.com

YOU CAN STREAM HOPE WINS ON

SPECIAL : OCTOBER 6 & 7, 2021

DATES ! Dollywood - Pigeon Forge, TN & Spotify
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Do not miss
Dell Hyssong’s
weekly messages.

A word of encouragement v Ac ATI o N
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i Lord.
with the Lord THE HYSSONGS ¢
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PUBLISHER'S

February is known as the month of LOVE. It’s a time when
kids give Valentine’s to each other, teenagers have that first
“valentine” crush, and couples celebrate with each other. It’s
a commercial holiday set aside for us to shower each other
with special gifts to show our love. But what about every
other day of the year? Do you show love to those around
you?

I John 4:12 says this: “No man has seen God at any time. If
we love one another, God dwells in us, and his love is per-
fected in us.”

Have you ever thought about this? When we love others, God’s love is shown through us. Maybe you are a teacher,
and you have a student whose parents care more about their addiction than they do their child. The only love that
child sees is in you. And when you show them love, you show them God.

Maybe you work in a factory or an office and one of your coworkers is a lone wolf. While everyone else is eating
lunch together they are sitting by themselves. Maybe they have been hurt and struggle with trust. Maybe they
don’t have the extra money to buy lunch. Be a friend, have their back. When you show them love, you show them
God.

Maybe you are a greeter at church and you see someone always coming in by themselves, sitting by themselves,
and not socializing with everyone else. Maybe they feel unworthy to be there because of their past. Maybe they are
afraid to let anyone in for fear of being judged. Greet them with a warm smile. Be genuine and ask them how they
are. Sit next to them. Get to know them. When you show them love, you show them God.

Without the love that God showed us when he sent his only son to die for us on the cross, we wouldn't be able to
even begin to comprehend how to love one another. But He did show us love; and we can show that love to others.

This Valentine’s Day, love as Jesus loves. I challenge you to show love to someone outside of your circle of friends
or family. Show them an act of kindness. Show them love. Show them Jesus. If you do and would care to share
your story, please email it to editor@sgnscoops.com.

Kristen and I would like to wish you all a happy Valentine’s Day. We are thankful for each of you, and we hope to
meet you down the road.

Make your plans to join us at the Smoky Mountain Convention Center in Pigeon Forge for Creekside Revival
taking place March 30-April 2. For more information or to purchase your VIP passes, you can call or text me at

425-754-1147.

Until the next time, this is the Publisher’s Point.
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Scott Peek

On a mission to encourage and uplift, radio Djs do
more than just spin tunes. They strive to weave a
thread and tell a story to their listeners. This month,
Scott Peek is behind the mic in our DJ Spotlight.
You can find him on the air weekday mornings from
6:00 a.m. until 9:00 a.m. on KNMG Radio, located in
the Show Me State of Missouri.

Scoops: Scott, could you introduce yourself to our
readers.

Scott Peek: Certainly. Well I'm Scott Peek. Along
with my wife Roxanne, we have four children: Jes-
sica, Brett, Connor, and Logan. And of course | have
to mention our fur babies. 3 year old Cockapoo
named Pepper, and 14 year old cat Shadow. | grew
up a Choir Director’s son, so Gospel Music has been
in my blood from Day 1. Many nights | went to bed
listening to my mama playing amazing songs on
her piano, and later in life traveling with my family
singing as a group. During a 2 %2 year run of pro-
moting Gospel Concerts, we launched KNMG, and
this coming August we will celebrate 10 years in the
ministry.

Scoops: What made you decide to start an Internet
radio station?

SP: When we were promoting a gospel concert
series in St. Joseph, we felt the need for a more
consistent source for delivering this great music.
One event, while heading to intermission, | asked
the audience if they felt the same need and would
be willing to support such an idea. Three people |
didn't know walked up and handed me $100 bills,
and the process began.

Scoops: Who is someone that influenced your
broadcast style, and in what way did they do this?

by Scoops Staff

SP: Early on, | was trying to find my way as both a
station manager and an on-air personality and was
really struggling until two dear friends with differ-
ent — yet similar - backgrounds tuned in one morn-
ing per my request and gave me the same feed-
back ... just be yourself. Richard Hyssong, of the
Hyssongs, and Eric Reamer, who spent years in talk
radio, including having the #1 Most Positive Talk
Show, are two men | have admired and now hon-
ored to call friends. The third person was a broad-
caster for many years in the sports world, but his
way of delivering a game broadcast where he was
the home team announcer, but would share EVERY
good play regardless of which team, always stuck
with me, and that was Jack Buck. | try to always be a
supporter of both artists and other stations. We are
all on the same mission. Lastly, John Wishon. John
is a fellow DJ in North Carolina and has always been
there to answer even the simplest of questions,
offer advice, and help with audio needs. All GREAT
men that I'm forever thankful for their influence.

Scoops: What is your favorite interview that you've
ever done and why?

SP: There have been so many amazing interviews
these past 9 years, from writers like Lee Black and
Kenna West, to legends like Ronny Hinson and Mc-
Cray Dove; current greats like Tim Rackley, Joseph



Habedank, Eric Bennett, Steve Ladd, Ernie Haase, & Jim and Melissa Brady, but without a doubt my favorite
was getting to interview Larnelle Harris and hearing that hero of this industry talk about the last 60 years
with incredible memory and detail. Talking openly and honestly about what it was like growing up, and
hearing about all the folks that helped him along the way, was such an incredible blessing to me and one
interview | will never forget.

Scoops: If you could spend a week of your life with your family anywhere in the world, where would it be?

SP: I'm sure the kids would pick someplace either on a beach or in the mountains. For me, without hes-
itation, | would LOVE to share the Holy Land with my family. To bring history to life. To walk where Jesus
walked. To see the tomb, The Mount, Calvary. Nowhere on earth is more special.

This Space Could Be
YOURS!

Contact

to secure your ad space
TODAY!
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The Forever Love Story of
Gerald & Donna Wolfe

Nestled at the Foothills of the Smoky Mountains,
Morristown, Tennessee, is rich in natural beauty
and Appalachian culture. God’s colorful and vibrant
masterpieces have never been more prominent.
The entire area offers amazing places to eat, ex-
plore, visit, and find needed renewal. This lovely city
is home to Gerald & Donna Wolfe, both who were
raised in East Tennessee. They attend church at First
Baptist Church Morristown. This is home.

Music brought them together, and music has
remained a colossal mainstay. They both attended
Morristown East High School and met in a choir
class. It was here where they became best friends
and embarked upon a forever love story.

They both recall their first kiss. It was a special
moment at Donna’s childhood home. Their first
date was soon afterwards — Donna'’s High School
Senior Prom. They dated for about 3 years and
were engaged for 2. Gerald really put thought and

effort into their engagement. During the Christmas
holidays, he gifted Donna a hat, scarf, and glove set.
He directed her to put on each item. When she put
on the left glove, she could feel something. It was a
RING... her ring! Donna was 20 and Gerald 21. They
literally grew up together.

Following their wedding nuptials, they have kept
God at the helm. Through every joy or heartache,
their faith has never wavered. Life is busy and they
wouldn’t have it any other way. They live by calen-
dars and plans, yet they always find time to keep
family at the forefront. It may not always be quan-
tity, but it is always quality. God and family always
come first.

Their oldest son, Ben, is married to Maria (Kramer)
Wolfe. Maria sings full time with her family group,
The Kramers. Ben and Maria have two precious
children - Elizabeth (2) and newborn son, Bennet (1



month old). With 9 hours of distance between them and their grands, they try to visit as much as possible
and make every moment count. They are lovingly referred to as GiGi and Papa - a role that is one of their
most favorite!

Second son, Avery, is a Director at Chick-Fil-A in Morristown. His wife, Sydni, is a second grade teacher at
Hillcrest Elementary School. They love having them close.

Beautiful daughter, Casey (19) resides at home and serves as Greater Vision's secretary. When folks call,
they love her sweet voice on the other end. Casey and her parents are very close, and just about everyone
in the gospel music family knows and loves her.

Rounding out the family is their fur-baby, Wookie. She’s a five-year-old Lhasa Apso and looks like an Ewok
from the Star Wars movies.

Donna is so easy going and sincerely loves people. She was a co-drum major in high school. She really
wanted to play drums, but her band director needed more French horns. He won.

Donna loves home and spends many hours decorating and making it feel warm and welcoming. She has
a fierce passion for creating beautiful centerpieces, mantle arrangements, and garlands. Holidays provide
even more opportunities for her incredible sense of design and décor. Being outdoors is paramount. She
loves to walk, play badminton, throw a frisbee, play volleyball or simply get lost in nature. She loves a
good Hallmark movie and The Weather Channel. Since a young age, she has been fascinated by weather.
She always desired to be a Weather Girl, Tornado/Storm Chaser, or an Event Coordinator. Without a doubt,
she excels at anything she does. Gerald describes her as beautiful, funny, loyal, fearless, and tireless.

Gerald loves to learn. He loves history, current events, politics, and economics. He loves to read but get-
ting started on something can be a challenge, due to his schedule. He has discovered Podcasts and loves
listening while he drives. Donna loves to read her devotionals and always enjoys scanning new recipes.
Reading to her granddaughter is a favorite pastime.



Gerald is simply a Gentleman’s gentleman. He is
usually up before daybreak and enjoys a morning
cup of java and a little quiet time. He is consistent,
loyal, giving and extremely busy. He serves as the
manager, emcee and pianist of the gospel trio,
Greater Vision. This trio was founded in 1990. Group
members are Gerald, Rodney Griffin, Chris Allman,
and Jon Epley. Gerald and Donna consider these
fine men and their loved ones dear friends and
extensions of their own family. Greater Vision has
been blessed with top charting songs, numerous
industry awards, accolades and have always been
fan favorites.

In addition to his already full ministry travel sched-
ule, Gerald was voted in as the 2022 National Quar-
tet Convention President. He loves the music, and
he loves sharing the gospel. He also serves on the
Board of Directors for Dr. Charles Stanley’s In Touch
Ministries. He heads up the gospel music Hymn
Sings, as well as The Great Smokies Praisefest and
Branson Praisefest. His calendar has a lot of ink, but
he shows no signs of slowing down. Gerald added,
“Retirement isn't something | would consider a
goal. | love my time at home, but there’s a calling to
‘go’that | can’t ignore”.

Gerald’s love of music began at a very young age.
He took piano lessons at the age of 8. However, his
teacher did not appreciate or encourage improvi-
sation. After about a year in, he simply quit. At 10,
he began playing the organ and at the age of 11
became the church organist. After he turned 14, he
once again took up the piano. He learned by trying
to imitate the piano player on the Speer Family and
LeFevre records. He did not know the man he was
diligently seeking to imitate was Lari Goss, until

a pianist named Ed Osborne enlightened him. At
the age of 17, he hit the road playing piano with
the Dumplin Valley Boys. He also served for 2 years
as the pianist and occasional vocalist for The Ca-
thedrals. His dream of playing piano for a gospel
group was, and still is, a reality for which he feels
completely blessed and honored. Although Great-
er Vision was not the first to record it, these words
always move Gerald to tears.“We are so blessed, by
the qifts from Your hand. Lord, we can’t understand
why you loved us so much”.

Donna became quite emotional when discussing
her love and appreciation for her husband. You can
simply FEEL her love and admiration. She described
him as giving, consistent, a leader, compassionate
and always emotionally available. She says his heart
is very big and he truly loves what he does. He takes
amazing care of his family and has such concern for
everyone. He loves this music and works diligently
to encourage, protect, and honor it. Donna said, “I
KNOW that Gerald was called to be in this business,
and | definitely know that | was called to be his wife.
God gives us such incredible peace and under-
standing when he must be away. It's God’s peace
that falls upon us. That’s the only way | know how
to describe it”

As we embark upon this month of love, these two
are quick to remind us that the date on the calen-
dar isn't as important as the time together. They



choose not to put as much emphasis on a particular
day of celebration because of travel schedules. So,
they have learned that any day can be a“special”
day. They love to enjoy a dinner at one of their
favorite restaurants, maybe a little shopping, and
then finish with their feet up in front of the fire-
place. They love to go on drives through the rolling
hills and the countryside. In all fairness, they both
enjoy it until Gerald pulls into a car lot. He loves
cars - Donna not so much. They love Disney World
and love family vacations. “Off days” are rare but
absolutely enjoyed by all.

They both enjoy entertaining friends and family.
Gerald is usually responsible for the main course,
depending on the occasion. He loves to throw
some steaks on the grill, cook a roast, or provide
what some might refer to as “Gerald’s Famous Chili.”
Whatever he serves, it is always a hit. Guests arrive
patiently waiting and expecting Donna’s cheesy
potatoes and “cooked down” green beans. To com-
plete the meal, one must indulge in Gerald’s fudge.
To the outside world, one would never know the
unbelievable responsibility these two carry. They
are both overcomers and encouragers. Donna has a
condition called Polymyalgia Rheumatica. It affects
the joints of her entire body. Thankfully, it was
caught early, and she is now on the healing side.
She remains on a gluten free diet, to help rid herself
of inflammation. Gerald was diagnosed with Mus-
cle Tension Dysphonia. It is a change in the sound
or the feel of your voice due to excessive muscle

tension in and around the voice box. Through it all,
their faith well exceeds either diagnosis.

This love story is anchored with God first, in all
things. They know that communication is key and
that patience, understanding, compassion and

a forgiving spirit are absolute musts. They have
learned to never go to bed with a harsh or heavy
heart. They work things out and then peacefully lay
their heads on their pillows. They truly listen and
remain madly in love.

This power couple married in 1986. They remember
well the vows they made on their wedding day.
Still, 35 years later, they remain best friends and lov-
ingly continue living and keeping those vows and
promises. They remain stalwart in growing their
love story. May God always bless this couple and
honor their commitment to excellence.

1 Corinthians 14: 4-8 defines their relationship, their
forever love story.“Love is patient, Love is kind. It
does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.

It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily
angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. It always
protects, always hopes, always perseveres. Love
never fails.”
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When you read about Joy Holden, you can see how
successful and talented she is. But I wanted to dive just
a little bit deeper into her ministry.

Joy Holden is a singer, songwriter, and music producer
from Spartanburg, South Carolina. She is an artist in
every form of the word.

Her debut album, As Long As You Breathe, resulted in
Top 80 songs in both 2019 and 2020. The single “Right
Here, Right Now” from her 2021 effort, Broken To
Beautiful, has also experienced charting success. The
album Broken to Beautiful was produced by Nashville
veteran producer Les Butler. It is a double album con-
sisting of great songs while showcasing her gifted and
powerful vocal style.

Most recently, Joy was nominated for the 2021 Dia-
mond Award Sunrise Artist of the Year for the emerg-
ing or breakthrough artist.

By: Jantina Baksteen

Joy wants to ensure that her ministry is not just aimed
at the saved. “We always will need much encourage-
ment as we fall and need to get back up and know that
He will carry us. But I really want to reach the lost and
the unreachable!”

Jantina Baksteen: When did you pick up the love for
singing and songwriting?

Joy Holden: As long as I can remember, I loved music.
My oldest brother was a drummer, which I thought
was super cool! I would tinker around on his 60’s
Beatles Ludwig kit. My mom played piano and organ
by ear and could read music. My other brother played
guitar, and even if I got in trouble I would noodle
around with it playing a few notes. My cousin Ben
Jolley was quite accomplished and played bass and
traveled with many gospel quartets. I recall staying
with my Aunt Jeanette and watching Ben’s band prac-
tice when I was around 4 or 5. It was fascinating! My
first concert ever was bluegrass, The Stoneman’s, I was




like 4 years old but wanted a mandolin. I had all their
records. My early influences weave all genres of music.

When I was in elementary school I saw The Carpen-
ters, on a television program, Karen Carpenter was
singing lead and playing the drums - I was hooked
and truly inspired. Karen’s melancholy delivery and
raw emotion was so powerful, actually kind of sad, but
it made me so happy to listen as a child.

Later, as I developed my singing style, I was listening
to Linda Ronstadt, The Eagles, Journey, Heart, Elvis,
Toto, Three Dog Night, Olivia Newton John, Fleet-
wood Mac (I could go on for hours) - I was intrigued
how these powerhouse talents used great harmony
blends and layering vocals to strengthen a hook. So,

as I developed my musical skills, or lack thereof, as a
kid I would write songs so that I could play. I was in-
trigued by the melody lines of Elton John, The Allman
Brothers, Carole King, Steve Perry, Willie Nelson, and
K.T. Oslin and countless other songwriters. As a native
of Spartanburg, South Carolina, I couldn’t help but be
influenced by the bluesy country sounds coming from
The Marshall Tucker Band. On the Gospel side, I had
the advantage of having Claudia Turner Wells & David
Wells, and The Blue Ridge Quartet all from Spartan-
burg as well along with my music teacher, Joe Bennett,
writer of hit song Black Slacks. But Amy Grant and
Dallas Holm were my gospel picks during my transfor-
mative years.

As a singer, if I get goose bumps on a ballad or I have

to yell an “Amen” at the end of an upbeat song, that’s
golden for me! My internal indicator of connection.
But so much goes into singing - tone, pitch, power,
attitude, heart and passion - but at the end of the day
if I don’t connect or if I feel bored with a song I don't
do it. I will say this - if the Holy Spirit blesses it — it’s a
gift, truly. I pray before each concert that the Lord will
bless each song.

JB: How does God speak to you to write your songs?

JH: Sometimes out of the blue, sometimes staring out
of a window, sometimes in the middle of the night.
Often out of a dark place of hurt and pain. And the
hardest one is when I have to wait on God to help

me finish a song, it could be months, and it could be
minutes. I have learned when God is in it, my patience
has to learn to be still and wait. That’s hard, because
I'm impatient and think I'll finish alone; BUT, it’s no
longer what God has laid on my heart. And it’s not my
best. So, I pray for the right words, the right melody,
the right presentation. Not all songs I write are meant
for my voice for sure! I've got a few group songs, not
just soloist tunes.

JB: You're a Southern Gospel singer, but also consid-
ered Country Christian and Contemporary modern.
Could you share how these two genres match?

JH: Sure, the industry needs labels to brand and mar-
ket artists, but I did not choose a genre, I am being
faithful to a calling. I'm just along for the ride where
God is leading me. I'm a Christian singer trying to
reach the lost and encourage the saved. My purpose is
helping the broken and brokenhearted - as referenced
in Isaiah 61:1-3. My goal as an artist is to be absolute-
ly authentic. If we sing a lyric a little more modern
sounding to draw a lost person in, that perhaps wasn’t
raised in church, well hey it’s a win for the kingdom!
It’s all positive. In my many years of singing, the audi-
ence responds to the heart of the singer and not to a
genre. That's why every lane of the Christian genre can
have a hit with “Chain Breaker”, right? The heart of
the song is genuine. Great gospel songs can transcend
the soul. Songs that the greats like Gerald Crabb, Phil
Cross, Dottie Rambo, and the Gaither’s have penned
are universal and timeless.

JB: You shared that you believe God wants you to help
the brokenhearted through song. How do you get this
reflected back on how your music has touched them?



JH: Oh wow, this one is big! We have heard so many
stories of how people have been helped, touched,
saved, or encouraged through songs like “Carry It
All””, Broken to Beautiful”, “Sometimes It Takes Si-
lence”, “His Blood”, “Smiling Inside”, “As Long As You
Breathe”, “Keep Your Eyes Open” or “Jesus is Holding
You”. Real life situations of meeting people where they
are — so while we need the celebratory hand clapping
songs of jubilation which allow a great release. People
really cling to healing songs, relatable to their personal
circumstances, perhaps to cope with trauma, sickness,
grief, addiction, Alzheimers, abuse, divorce - life.

JB: You have several albums out. The latest release is
entitled Broken to Beautiful. How did this album come
together?

JH: This is our 3rd project and first full length double
album. The debut record was called, As Long As You
Breathe, then we did an EP with 6 songs called, Cov-
ered, Gospel Favorites Vol 1: I really wanted a great
producer for this record and I wanted someone who
could push me. I knew we wanted the best sound and
the best players, but the most important piece was an
authentic God fearing, Bible believing producer. I ac-
tually had talked with a few people, and my publicist,
Pam Unthank Dalsky, suggested Les Butler. I knew Les
casually, to say hello to, but not well. Les and I met,
and he took my music with him. This was during NQC
2019. He called on Sunday to say let’s do this and in
Nashville! It seems we both had the same vision and
direction for the album which was to capture more of

my southern soulful side against a backdrop of songs
from the top writers in the business. And with some
of the best musicians in Nashville! As it would turn
out none of us knew a pandemic was on the horizon
and that altered the course in a couple of ways, one, we
were delayed getting in the studio, but had more time
to find the right songs and we decided to go for a dou-
ble album, as all my live dates had canceled due to the
pandemic so 2020 became ad year of recording. Lastly,
and sadly many have been sick and passed away from
this — so we wanted a happy album but one that dealt
with the pain and harsh fractures from life, so Broken
to Beautiful was birthed.

JB: Do you have a testimony you could share of bro-
kenness?

JH: Yes. I'm certainly broken and only beautiful be-
cause of Jesus Christ. In my younger days, I toured as
lead singer with a band on the cusps of international
success in the late 80’s we had a distribution record
deal, but everything collapsed. But that was a Praise
God thing; it just took me years to realize. But when
your dreams are crushed, all that’s left are disappoint-
ments. We were selected for Star Search, but the vocal
band category was eliminated right before our air
date. I was singing to people in bars and most of them
were intoxicated. I had always written gospel songs
and sang at church, and I was divided on how to be a
Christian and do music. I threw in the towel, because
I did not like that world, and I pursued my education
and a professional career, All the while always involved
in music in some capacity.

Over time, [ became depressed, overweight and sad. I
felt stuck. I realized that I had never truly surrendered
wholly and fully to God for his will over my life. How
stupid could I be? I was like 80% in but not 100% I
suppose. I thought I would have to be perfect if I fully
surrendered 100%.

But, once I did that, everything became clear, just like
Jeremiah 29:11 declares. In 2011, I began singing with
the Praise Band at church, and then like a faucet, I
started writing again and singing again. At first I was
very reluctant, but I said no. God persisted, and over
time I really learned to trust and obey, I really surren-
dered, I was looking at my worthiness, and I realized
mine would never measure up, BUT HIS worthiness
could use me. A light bulb moment.

During the making of albums, as we all do with life I



experienced grief. In 2017, after a long struggle with
Alzheimer’s disease my Dad passed away and the same
month my niece was diagnosed with stage 4 colon
cancer. In 2018, my cousin Ben passed away then his
mom, my dear Aunt Jeanette died. My story is truly
Broken to
Beautiful,
and as this
song states,
many can
relate, “this
is your song”
On March
4,2020, my
sweet niece,
Nichole
passed away
during the
recording of
Broken to Beautiful, so “Smiling Inside” is about that
journey through hardship.

I am still trying to process, as we all are, how many
friends and loved ones that have passed away due to
Covid-19. I lean on God and the promise of heaven.

JB: Of that project “Is There Oil In Your Lamp” is out
to radio. A toe tapping uplifting song. Of course we
know the story in the Bible. But tell us about this song.

JH: I had selected this song, penned by John M. Rob-
inson, for the record then decided it would not make
the final cut. I loved it but there was just not room
for it - or so I thought. God used the pandemic in
order for me to see this must go out immediately; it
isa WAR CRY! It is so relevant: don’t keep waiting to
come to know Jesus, don't keep waiting to fully sur-

render, don’t defer that relationship with Christ. Don’t
wait until you get your messes cleaned up - bring him
to your mess. I used the bluegrass vibe, because it’s
different and gets my attention. I hope listeners will
feel the same. “Make sure your lamp is trimmed and
burning on that day!”

JB: What is ahead for you as we enter 2022?

JH: Ministry is full time and all the time. Singing is
just the vessel to open hearts. We have some exciting
dates and big events coming up! We will be traveling
beyond our big southern states in 2022, as things are
beginning to open back up. I have a surprise duet
coming later in the year. We are also going to be doing
our first Christmas record and tour, called “Christmas
with Joy” and are in the planning stages right now but
very excited to have this opportunity to celebrate the
birth of Christ in this way.

JB: What is the best way to get in touch with you for
bookings or learn more about you?

You can contact Dee at our office at 864-578-8311 or
email: info@joyholden.com

For updates on concert dates and appearances go

to joyholden.com. Please subscribe to our Youtube
channel https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCauZN-
J3_9EEjV19j30eXryQ and like and follow us on face-
book: https://www.facebook.com/JoyHoldenMusic.

Thank you Joy Holden for taking us with you and
giving us a closer look into the work you do - sharing
the Gospel through song and being the hands and feet
to those who are heart broken.


http://www.tdavismusic.com

Back in the 70’s.Linda Ronstadt sang about how easy
it was to fall in love. It is easy to love someone when
they return it. Verse two says, “Look inside your heart
to see what your love book has set aside for me.”

It is nice when love is reciprocated, but even when it
isn't, Jesus said, love anyway! “If you love those who
love you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners love
those who love them. And if you do good to those
who are good to you, what credit is that to you? Even
sinners do that. And if you lend to those from whom
you expect repayment, what credit is that to you?
Even sinners lend to sinners, expecting to be repaid in
full” (Luke 6:32-34).

It's important to understand, this kind of love is
defined by God, and involves choice. It means to act
in resonance—Ilikeness of God’s nature as Jesus lives
through us. It is acting in that person’s best interest.
Serving goes hand-in-hand with loving.

Thankfully Jesus modeled how to love an enemy. In
John 13, we are told Jesus knew His time on earth was
about finished and He was determined to love right to
the end. He loved those who loved Him, and He loved
Judas—the one He knew would betray Him. And we
know the story, Jesus washed his feet.

| believe John tells how Jesus was able to show such

kindness to Judas. Verse 3, “Jesus knowing that the
Father had given all things into his hands, and that

he had come from God and was going to God, got up
from the table, took off his outer robe and tied a towel
around Himself." It didn't matter how much hatred
was brewing among the religious leaders or how
much hatred was brewing in the heart of Judas! Jesus
knew Who He was, He knew Whose He was. He also
knew what He was supposed to do and where He was
going! With that confidence, He humbled Himself and
loved His enemy.

When we embrace Whose we are, who we are in
Christ, as well as God'’s purpose for our lives, and
where we're going when it’s all said and done, we

too can serve our enemies. We are blessed with every
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places. We are God’s
sons and daughters. He designed us with purpose and
called us to build His Kingdom. And, we have an un-
believable inheritance coming. With that confidence,
we can LOVE those who give nothing in return. We
can LOVE those who plot our down-fall.

Jesus continues in Luke 6, “But love your enemies, do
good to them, and lend to them without expecting
to get anything back. Then your reward will be great,
and you will be children of the Most High, because he
is kind to the ungratefuLand wicked” (NIV).

God, help us to love.....regardless!





https://www.gregsullivanministries.com/

REVIVAL

PASTOR BEN GRAHAM
March 30 to April 2, 2022

Smoky Mountain Convention Center
4010 Parkway | Pigeon Forge TN | 37863

Call for Hotel and VIP pass info at 425 754 1147
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I'm so excited to

CORRIE TEN BOOM ; .
review this beau-
tiful book! First

=
GOD off | would like to
1S MY disclose that | did

receive this e-book
from the publisher,
Chosen Books and
Baker Publishing
Group, through
NetGalley, a site
R ¢ | that distributes
T | ARCs (advanced

o B reader’s copies) to
readers with plat-
forms (social media
or otherwise) in
which they can
share complete and honest book reviews.

H1DING
PILACE

REFUGE ano
STRENGT H

Now, if you do not know the history and testimony
surrounding Corrie Ten Boom, | urge you to do some
research. This will give you an even greater under-
standing and appreciation for this precious literary
gem that was published October 19, 2021.

“God is My Hiding Place”is a collection of 40 devotions
derived from the author’s Christian classic, “The Hiding
Place” that she wrote along with Elizabeth and John
Sherrill.

By: Melina Pylant

| want to start my review by saying out of 5 stars,
which is the norm for book review grading, this book
should be oh, | don’t know, 30 stars?! It’s that good. |
will also disclose that | hardly ever give 5 star reviews.
Even my 4 stars are few and far between!

This book surpassed any expectations | had at page 1
and had me saying “Oh my”and “Wow” throughout its
pages. If | wasn't saying that, | was wiping tears on the
next page. | mean, this book went through the goal
posts of amazing and then hit a hallelujah home run
after! | absolutely love this book.

You might be saying, how did a “devotional”impact
you this much? My only answer? GOD. The testimo-
nies and experiences Corrie Ten Boom and her family
experienced during the Second World War as they
sheltered Jews from the Nazis, which resulted in

her arrest and suffering in prison and concentration
camps, are things that have helped so many through
despair and hard times. Her life was truly a dramatic
testimony for Christ!

If you need uplifting, encouragement, revelation,
salvation, prayer inspiration or even just a warm hug
from God disguised as a book, this, my friend, is your
book.

| will be buying this book in physical form for myself
and as future gifts to others. It will remain a staple on
my bookcase of favorites.

Photo by Raphael Renter on Unsplash
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Getting To Know The Troy Burns Family

Die-hard gospel music fans are some of the most
dedicated and loyal people of all. Many of them
drive endless hours, even in the midst of a pan-
demic, to hear their favorite groups sing. Not only
do they arrive early and grab the best seat, they go
visit the group at the product table to say hello, buy
a new CD or t-shirt and genuinely care when they
ask, “How are you doing?”They may never realize
how much their encouragement and support mean
to the group they are standing in front of, but it
makes an enormous difference for these road war-
riors who devote their lives to carrying a life-saving
message about Jesus Christ to a hurting world. Troy,

Tammy, Ethan and Mark want their friends to know
that the support of their friends both far and near is
a huge source of encouragement to them and they
look forward to each and every encounter!

For the last 11 years, Troy Burns Family has traveled
together in ministry. Each group member has a
lifetime of experience prior to coming together and
they endure the stress and exhaustion of being on
the road because they have a calling to share Christ
with everyone they meet. The group has recorded

By: Marcie Gray

and released eleven albums and traveled from
coast-to-coast in the United States and Canada.
Their incredible instrumental and vocal talent com-
bined with their ability to share genuine love with
people makes them a valuable asset to churches
seeking ministers of the truth.

Troy Burns has over fifty years in ministry. His
legendary career began as a founding member of
The Inspirations at the tender age of 13. He also
toured with Archie Watkins and Smoky Mountain
Reunion. With over 700 original and charting songs
in his repertoire, over 6,000 concerts, and count-
less awards, he is a gospel music legend. Troy and
Tammy have a sense of humor that keeps everyone
in stitches. During his acceptance speech upon be-
ing inducted into the Southern Gospel Music Hall
of Fame in 2017, Troy shared something very few
people would say on stage. He told about being
interviewed for a magazine article and being asked
what the last thing the group does before going
on stage to sing was. Naturally, the interviewer
anticipated some kind of deeply spiritual response,
such as, “We join hands and pray.” With a mischie-




vous smirk unique to Troy Burns, he immediately
replied, “l pull up Tammy’s Spanx.” (That didn't get
published in that article, but the story brought the
house down at the induction ceremony!)

Tammy Burns has a talent for keeping things in or-
der without losing her sense of humor.“Taking care
of the boys is something | love to do,” stated Tam-
my. She does that welll Tammy is the only female
to have ever taken the stage as a part of The Inspi-
rations. Her rich alto/tenor range is remarkable and
her background and training in vocal performance
is evident. Tammy loves to laugh and keeps the
antics alive from the bus to backstage, bantering
back and forth with Troy and the boys, but when it
comes to ministry, she means business. Her ability
to have fun while remaining professional and com-
municating the love of Christ and the Biblical truths
they sing about is a wonderful gift!

Ethan McNelly has absolutely no trouble keeping
up with the rampant sense of humor on and off
the bus. Ethan’s smooth, bass singing, as well as his
instrumental talent, is soothing to listen to. Hav-
ing grown up in a musical home that knows how
to worship, Ethan understands what ministry is
about. Even though he’s always ready for mischief,

he’s serious about seeing hearts turned toward
Jesus. When asked what his top priority was when
searching for a new baritone singer, Ethan replied,
“Seeing lives changed is our goal as a family, so that
was very important in our search. When Mark sang
with us for the first time, he was not afraid to tell
folks what God has done for him. Mark has a great
heart for this music and for people and it shows.
He’'s a gifted musician and wants to honor God with
his gifts. I'm super excited about the future for Troy
Burns Family.”

Mark Lane sings baritone and plays guitar for Troy
Burns Family. He grew up attending the church his
Grandfather started.”My mom is the pianist and
was playing when she was expecting me. Even
though | knew the truth and the difference be-
tween right and wrong, | was 21 years old before |
gave my life to Christ. | had prayed a prayer before
because | knew my family and everyone around me
wanted me to be saved so | wanted to give them
that satisfaction. But the Lord had showed me
that there was no real change in my life. It wasn’t
until | was married at 21 that the Lord showed me
again that | was a sinner and that | need a Savior. |
remember the Wednesday night my Grandfather
was preaching in Matthew chapter 7 and the Lord



talks about ‘knowing them by their fruit. The Bible
says, ‘Not everyone that saith unto me Lord, Lord,
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that
doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven!| re-
member the conviction | felt on me that night and

| knew | needed Christ living in me, but | was the
Pastor’s family and had sung in that church since |
was 5 years old. What would my family think? What
would friends that were my age think of me? That
night, | set my pride aside and gave my whole life to
Jesus!”

Mark shared, “l had auditioned for a secular talent
scout who wanted me to play for a record label

in Los Angeles, but in my heart, | knew my family
would never agree with the lifestyle that comes
along with secular music. | was told | would never
make enough money singing gospel music, so | had
to make a choice. When | declined the offer, | felt
the door to becoming a career musician had closed
and turned my attention toward church music
ministry. God’s plans were much bigger than | could
have dreamed. It was when | surrendered to His
plan for my life that God blessed me with my beau-
tiful wife, Holly, my daughter, Ava and allowed me

to record a solo project with songs | had written.
The Troy Burns Family found a video of me singing
one of those songs and reached out to me to see if
| had ever considered a full-time career in music. Af-
ter praying about it and seeking wise counsel, Holly
and | both agreed that this was exactly what God
was leading me to do. I'm so excited for the future
of not just singing and writing songs but doing it
for my Lord and Savior Jesus Christ in ministry with
the Troy Burns Family.”


http://www.bugabootraps.wordpress.com

Their newest EP, He Has Overcome, was recorded

at Chapel Valley and is available on Apple Music,
Spotify, and other streaming sources. Their new
single, “Set the Sails” is already climbing the gospel
music charts! Chapel Valley’s Travis Roark stated,
“Troy Burns Family is a wonderful part of the Chapel
Valley family of artists. They have been with us for
many years and their music gets better with every
album! They are the real deal and their lives are a
true reflection of what they sing about.”

Troy and Tammy host a television program on
Saturday nights from 9pm-10pm EST. Visit www.
WGGS16.com and press the “live” button to watch
some of the greatest classics from the best artists in
the Christian music industry.

If you would like to book Troy Burns Family, please
contact Tammy at Dominion Agency at (828) 736-
1982. Visit Troy Burns Family online to see their
schedule: www.troyburnsfamily.com. They would
love to see you at an upcoming concert, so be sure
to stop by and say hello!

Photography by: Amanda Martin Photography


http://www.joyholden.com
https://www.libertyquartet.com

“He Wor’t Just Get You by, He’ll See You Through”


http://www.fieldsofgracemusic.com

Worship Songs or Hywmns:
Sharing Hope for Today’s

Worshipper

I heard a discussion on a radio program
that peaked my interest. They were dis-
cussing what they considered to be some
of the greatest worship songs of all time.
As the conversation went on about the
songs, some were hymns while others
were considered today’s worship songs.
So, I have thought long and hard - what
makes a hymn and another a worship
song? And how does the music affect the
worshipper, the listener, the Christian?

Historically, a hymn is a formal song,

sung to God in public worship, typically

by the entire congregation or a mass of

people. Hymns are unique pieces that usually begin
and end in poetic rhyme, poetry. Most hymns are
written for four-part harmony. They are ideal for
large-group participation. Although there is instru-
mental accompaniment, the voices are the real feature
that maintains the harmony structure found in those
poetry lines. Hymns integrate the mind, sense, and
emotion in a way that reinforces all of the positive
aspects of the Christian faith in a form that can be
passed from one generation to another.

Hymns are words, phrases and ideas that communi-
cate a truth about Christianity. To many the hymns
are personal and relational. These hymns are focused
on the here and now with a daily walk but a greater
connection when in heaven. Hymns provide a hope, a
comfort, and a peace that is directly reflective of one’s

by Charlie Griffin

salvation and daily faith walk experiences.

A hymn consists of words only, while the music for
said hymn can be adapted. For example, “Amazing
Grace” is sung to the hymn tune NEW BRITAIN and
“Rock of Ages” is sung to TOPLADY. Following Isaac
Watts, English hymns have used poetic meters to pair
lyrics with melodies that fit this particular rhythm. So
words and music can be interchangeable. The struc-
ture of a hymn can be derived from classical music
focus, which, of course, is its strength, power and
energy.

Hymns are normally placed in a collective standard
key and scored for the masses making them easy to
sing as a congregation. Most think the musical ac-
companiment is organ and/ or piano. But that too
changed with the musical revolution of the 50’s and



60’s. While contemporary worship songs are often
written for the performer. Thus, the range may be
hard for the average congregation to sing. Many
church musicians are not comfortable to change
music keys on the fly, preferring to perform in the key
written as it is assumed everyone will know the song
as written or heard on cd or radio.

As for Contemporary or worship songs, the roots can
be found in the counterculture, charismatic and Jesus
movements of the 1960s and 1970s. By the 1980s,
some praise songs (like “Majesty”) were included in
some published hymnals and incorporated in worship
services that otherwise followed a more traditional
structure. Being printed and in a hymnal, however,
did not make them a hymn; it simply meant the song
was the bridge between hymns and contemporary
music.

Contemporary worship songs generally reflect today’s

dialect or life styles, topics and emotions. “Praise
songs” or “worship songs” represent a loosely defined
style of music that is simple in nature, used often in
“megachurches.”

It is understood that these songs shadow popular
music and are instrument driven. The lyrics of most
worship songs cannot be separated from their music.
To some the music and words are one. Most are writ-
ten for solo or small-group performance but are being
adapted with greater frequency today. That combina-
tion factor is all in the song’s appeal.

Today’s worship songs are driven by the music ar-
rangements with performer interpretation on the

fly at times. Most of today’s songs are in unison (no
four-part harmony) and the accompaniment consists
of a repetitive harmonic formula, their musical range
is limited. Thus many congregations are on the hunt
with some worship songs.

Worship songs tend to be repetitive with their lyrics,

thus the name 7-11 songs. The repetition is driven by
taglines, bridges and short lyrics or as some
would say choruses. Most of today’s wor-
ship songs are driven by personal relation-
ships, incidents and everyday experiences.
To many they represent one’s relationship
with Christ. Some will say they are intimate
love songs.

Yet as you talk to those who like hymns or
worship songs, one thing comes through. It
is their love of Christ and their daily faith
walk. Each person relates their need for
songs that directly affect their life.



As one listens to the gamut of gospel music, you now
find the out-reach is including more than just what is
considered traditional. Some people find that hard to
accept the music style, yet the message is still dictated
by John 3:16. “Who-so-ever will come, accept and
believe”

20th Century songs of the church and music age
talk of salvation and taking a heavenly journey. Now
with the 21st century the message is evolving into
that of praise and worship. It permeates the soul for
a reason. It is the message of this hour, teaching the
body of Christ what will happen when “WE SHALL

SEE JESUS” Whether hymns or praise and worship
songs our minds, hearts, yes even our souls are being
prepared for heavenly worship.

Each era of gospel music lays the foundation of what
is yet to come. We are being taught the principles of
worship, praise, thanksgiving and adoration as be-
lievers in preparation for on that day we will worship,
adore and magnify Christ for an eternity.

It is safe to say gospel music is coming of age, as it is
reaching young and old alike with a message that is


http://www.williamsonsmusic.com

timeless yet oh so new. The Christian music message
is touching people preparing the soul for “That Great
Gettin’ Up Morning” that is sure to come. Now that
message and music effect is the result of you and me
sharing gospel music- the good news!

If you are looking for something you will find it. The
same applies to our Christian music today. Whether
hymn or a worship song, each unique musical style
offers hope to the singer, worshipper and Christian.


http://www.sgmradio.com
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Marlon Sharp is no stranger to country music. He
began playing country music and singing in bars
when he was just 14 years old. After a number of
years of playing different venues, one of his band
mates approached him and let Marlon know he had
dedicated his life to the Lord and he could no lon-
ger play in the types of places the band had been

playing.

Marlon had given his life to Christ when he was
younger but after this point, he re-dedicated his life
and the band transitioned from country music to
Christian country, and the band’s new name be-
came Marlon Sharp and the Cowboy’s of the Cross.
Marlon stated, “One of our band members came to
me and said ‘Marlon, I'm not going to play the clubs
anymore, and | asked him what he was going to do,
and he said, 'l think we should be playing christian
country music! | was straddling the fence at this
point, but | told him if we were going to do it then
we would have the Merle Haggard/Waylon Jen-
nings type sound with Christian lyrics. | play it how

| feel it

In addition to his playing and singing, Marlon be-
gan writing songs with a couple of his band mates

by Jimmy Reno
for the group and ultimately became worship lead-
er for his church.

“For about 3 or 4 years that | played, me and these
other 2 guys, we started writing our own music. We
didn’t stay very busy, we just played every now and
then. Then I had a preacher from Texarkana, around
2008, who is the pastor of a Cowboy Church there,
tell me he needed a worship leader. So we went
and played 5 or 6 Sundays in a row and | liked it!

So I ended up leading worship for a few years and
during this time | started writing a lot of songs.”

After writing a number of songs, Marlon decided to
gather his band up and record them. The positive
response to the bands original music led him to
make a move in a different ministry area.

“We recorded the songs and people were really lik-
ing them,” he explained, “and that’s when | felt the
Lord calling me to go out to other churches. There’s
a lot of songs | write that have good testimonies in
them.”

After the band had recorded a couple of albumes,
Marlon had a moment that impacted him and con-



firmed God’s calling on his life.

“After playing a show, this lady comes up to me
and she was crying and she said, 'l really want to
thank you'and I asked her why she was thanking
me? She said she had a husband who was an alco-
holic and every Sunday she would iron him some
clothes and beg him to go to church with her but
he wouldn’t go.” After coming across the first 2
albums by Marlon Sharp and the Cowboy’s of the
Cross, the lady took them home and put them in
her husband’s truck.

Marlon continued: “She had come across our CDs,
and he loved the old country style, so he listened
to them and then that Sunday he went to church
with her. She said he’s a big part of their church
now. That hit me hard. | was just a vessel that God
used to reach that man. | was proud to just be a
part of it. It was all God. That’s when it hit me that
this was what | needed to be doing!”

Currently, Marlon is writing music and working on
a new album.

“I'm a slow writer but | have one song that’s really
different from anything I've done before, but |
know God gives them to me for a reason. I'm plan-
ning to go to Nashville around January or Febru-
ary [2022] and work with a producer named Kent
Wells on a new album?’

One particular song Marlon has written entitled
“Choices We Make", has a powerful message in it for
the listener.

“You don't ever know what God’s got in store, but
that song [Choices We Make] | wrote around 2008.
We played in a Cowboy Church down in Florida
and we got home from that show; then about 2
weeks later, | got a call and the number showed it
was from Burbank, California, | don't usually answer
numbers | don't know, but | did and it was a movie
producer. He mentioned the lady that had been at
our show and said he was filming a western movie.
The lady that attended our show was good friends
with him and told him he needed to get me for his
soundtrack and ‘Choices We Make’ was perfect for
the movie”

After the movie project unexpectedly fell apart,
Marlon found himself questioning why this had
happened because it would have given his music
great exposure.

“The lady called me and told me they had pulled


http://www.melissaevansmusic.com

the plug on the movie project and | questioned
God why. That would have really helped me with
music if it had gotten on a soundtrack. | don’t know
why it happened,” he mused, “but | know God has a
plan.

Like most songwriters, all of the songs Marlon has
written are special to him but some are really more
sO.

“God Made It Right’is one song I've written that |
really like and ‘The Other Side’is another one.”

As his preparation continues for the new album,
Marlon is considering something different than
usual.

“I'm really thinking about making this next album a
country praise aloum. A lot of the Cowboy Church-
es | play at now have gotten to where they lean a
little towards a praise and worship style. So | try to
incorporate both styles”

With a determination to use his talents for God,
Marlon’s goal remains simple: to reach others for

the Lord and to hope his music touches someone’s
life. In the end, that’s what it’s all about.


http://www.sammonsmusicstudio.com
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with Robert Sammong

1. Please introduce yourself.

I was born “Robert Franklin Sammons” January 23,
1937, in Johnson City, Tennessee.

I joined the United States Air Force in 1954 and
became a Radio and Radar Electronic Technician.
After the military I married the beautiful Betty Jo
Smith and we had four wonderful children. I worked
for Raytheon Corp. on the Navy’s Sparrow III Mis-
sile. T also taught the adult Sunday school class in a
church I helped to organize in the 60’s. That church
is a strong witness in Johnson City today. The family
moved to Arlington, Texas in 1973 in order to attend
the Bible Baptist Seminary and then on to Arlington

by Scoops Staff

Baptist College. I graduated with B.D. &
B.A. degrees and Betty Jo with a B.S. degree.
We graduated with honors and I was presi-
dent of the Senior Class. We have attended
numerous music and songwriting classes in-
cluding: Ben Speer’s “Stamps Baxter School
of Music” at Middle Tennessee State Univer-
sity, Gloria Gaither’s “Songwriters Intensive”
at the Gaither Studios and Indiana Wesleyan
University, John Chisum’s “Nashville Chris-
tian Songwriters” in Franklin, Tennessee
and

Sue Smith’s “Write About Jesus” in St
Charles, Missouri.

2. Tell us what got you into songwriting?

I was singing with some friends at our
church and at some local RV parks in South
Texas.

My friends would sing some songs they had
written themself and that turned me on to
songwriting.

3. Who would you say influenced you in
your songwriting the most?

First would be my friends in South Texas. Then I met
Kenna West at the Stamps Baxter School of Music
and she has had great influence on my songwriting.

4. Beside the songs you have written, tell me your
favorite song and why?

First would be “Amazing Grace”. There is just some-
thing about that song. Then “Oh What a Savior” by

The Statesmen Quartet. Two songs really say it all.

5. What are some of the long term goals for your



ministry?

“Long Term” is to leave a few
songs that will bless someone.
Hopefully some get recorded
and more people can hear the
message in each song.
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Since February is the month we celebrate love, |
thought it might be fun for my husband of 44 years
to share some of his wisdom on love and marriage.
A little backstory: Paul and | met at East Texas Bible
College near Tyler, Texas, in October 1976. We mar-
ried on November 25, 1977. We have four children
and sixteen grandchildren. We have been honored
to serve the congregation of the Gospel Lighthouse
Church in Floyd, lowa, since August 1981.

Drum roll please—tada.... Introducing the love of
my life—Pastor Paul Phillips.

Listen with Your Eyes

Likewise, husbands, live with your wives in an un-
derstanding way. 1 Peter 3:7

Marriage is a sacred relationship. That's why it’s
called holy matrimony. We shouldn’t be surprised
by the enemy’s attack on our homes. He is out to
kill, steal, and destroy us, but God’s will is for our
relationships to be strong, vibrant, and full of abun-
dant life. Every husband and wife need to build
their marriage on the Rock.

Many years ago, my wife and | attended a weekend

By: Dixie Phillips



retreat for ministers. There was a smorgasbord of
help and teaching for those in Christian leader-
ship. One wise counselor focused on marriage. We
learned that in the beginning of a relationship, op-
posites attract but soon opposites will attack if they
don’t know how to resolve conflict and celebrate
their differences.

| met privately with the counselor and was given
some homework to do. “Study your wife. Pray every
day for her. Get to know her likes and dislikes. This
simple exercise will help you understand her better
and transform your marriage.”

When | did as | was instructed, it was like a light
switch had been flipped on. | understood my wife
on a deeper level. | could see the reason why she
reacted in certain ways to different situations. As |
studied her, things became clearer to me.

Don't get me wrong—I am still learning a lot after
more than four decades of marriage. Dixie throws
me a curve ball every once in a while, but I'm so
thankful for the wisdom of that counselor. The

practical exercise of studying my wife has made our
marriage sweeter and stronger. After all, isn't that
what the Bible teaches in 1 Peter 3:7? Husbands,
live with your wives in an “understanding” way.
One of the things | learned as | studied my wife
was that she had a higher expectation of our rela-
tionship than | did. From the very beginning, she
was very careful to invest in our marriage so we
wouldn't drift apart. She was a child from a di-
vorced home. | hadn't experienced that pain. After
studying her, it made perfect sense to me why she
was so adamant that we were actively listening
when we talked. She wanted my undivided atten-
tion and often said, “Please listen to me with your
eyes.” Eye contact was important to her.

| was raised with three brothers and never had a
sister. So you can imagine how my listening skills
needed some help. At first, | didn’t understand her
insistence on being an active listener. The more |
thought about her request, the more | realized she
wasn’t being unreasonable. Doesn’'t everyone want
to feel heard when they speak?



We all make mistakes in our marriages and nobody
is perfect. We call those “grace days” at our house.
Maybe the morning gets off to a rough start. One of
us will say, “It’s a grace day. Let’s start over and give
each other more grace!”

Husbands and wives need tools like these in their
marriage toolbox. Life can be hazardous to our
sacred relationships. Misunderstandings will always
arise, but the Creator of marriage is ready and will-
ing to teach us through His Word how to be a bet-
ter spouse. Let’s be quick to seek help. The health of
our marriage depends on it.

To find out more about Pastor Paul and Dixie’s
church and ministry go to www.floydslighthouse.
com.


http://www.maryburkeonline.com
http://www.promisetrio.com

. Contributors

Rob Patz us the President and CEO of Coastal Media Group.
Rob has an 18 year history in
radio hosting.the nationally
syndicated radio show the
southern styles show since
its beginning in 1993. Rob is
also the owner of the internets
11 Southern Gospel station,
SGMRadio.com. In 2009, Rob
Patz acquired SGNScoops.com,
including the all digital Scoops
Magazine and the Diamond
Awards. Rob has taken part in several Christian television pro-
grams as well. Rob does voice work for various outlets including
fortune 500 compani€s as well as emceeing concerts and special
events. Email Rob at:irob@sgnscoops.com

Stephanie Kelly is a public speaker and owner of

i Queen-0O-Q, a blog fea-
turing coupon match-ups,
freebie, samples and infor-
mation on frugal living.
She is married, has three
children and lives in Wash-
ington State. Queenogq.
blogspot.com

Kristen Stanton is a dynamic singer, speaker, and writ-
er. From discussions on Facebook, to live concerts on
' any stage, Kristen’s main
focus is to share her faith
- in the Lord Jesus Christ.
She says: “I was saved
when I was four years
old. I've been in church
my whole life. I went to a
Christian college. I don’t
have the experiences
of walking away from
God and how He brought me back. But I do have the
experience of how God continuously reveals Himself
to me... of how He answers prayer. I want people to
understand who God is so that they can be more of a
reflection of Him. My goal is to help others see God in
a way that meets every need in their life”
Following a trio of Ne. 1 songs from her debut project,
“Destiny by Desig}lf’ Kristen recently released her sec-
ond solo project, “Love As Jesus Loves” and is current-
ly writing songs for her new album. Kristen is also an
Attorney-at-Law, serving clients in Northwest Ohio.

Justin Gilmore is a resident of San Diego, California,
graduated from Point
Loma Nazarene University
with a B.A. in History in
June of 2014. Passionate
about Southern Gospel
music and its history, he
decided to venture into
the blog world in January
starting Southern Gospel

Spotlight in order to share his love of this great style of

music.

Charlie Griffin is an avid gospel music fan, soloist,
teacher and speaker. He
is a staft writer for SGN-
Scoops featuring high-
lighting Southern Gospel
Music hisory. You can
follow Charlie Griffin on
Facebook, Twitter or visit
him at www.charliegriffin.
net.

Jennifer Campbell is a singer, songwriter, musician,
and middlesehool English
teacher from McAlpin,
Florida. Along with her
passion of teaching, she has
an even greater passion for
ministering to others, shar-
ing her testimony. To learn
more about Jennifer visit
http://jennifercampbell.net.



. Contributors

Pete Schwager is a web déveloper and graphic design-
er. He is behind the scenes
making sure content is up-
loaded to the servers prop-
erly and that the monthly
digital magazine can be
properly downloaded each
month. He and his family
have a farm in East Tennes-
see. www.cloverleathorses.

com

Staci Schwager enjoys design work of all kinds.

' Whether its graphic design
layouts or interior design
she loves and has an eye
forrcolor and layout. In her
spare time she can be found
usually with a paint brush
in hand doing some type of
project. She and her hus-
band Pete enjoy their farm
life in the East Tennessee mountains.

Christina Beightol is an ordained minister who has
a passion for Jesus,
music, writing, trav-
el and culture, and
strives to do her best
to teach and speak in

- such a way as to reach
others on every level.
She is excited about
the release of her debut
CD entitled, "One Day

Jimmy Reno began singing at the age of four with
his family group. He has
sung for The MysteryMen
quartet, Florida Boys, and
Mark209. Off the road, he
enjoys spending time with
his wife Christa, his three

«kids.and one granddaugh-
ter.

Robert YorKk’s love for Southern Gospel music began
at a young age when his
parents took him to At-
lanta City Auditorium for
concerts hosed by Warren
Roberts. After retiring
from USPS after 35 years,
he decided to start pro-
moting concerts. The goal
was nit only to promote
our concerts but to pro-

mote any Gospel concerts in our area. When his wife

graduated to heaven in 2013, he was at a crossroad.

After much prayer God led him to continue promoting

concerts. He still very mush enjoys attending concerts

and writing about.the groups as well.

Jeff Lowe, from Massillon, Ohio, has been involved in
Southern Gospel Music
for 46+ years. In 1974, at
the age of 14, Jeff start-
ed singing bass with The
Soulseekers, a mixed group
from his hometown. There
have been several groups
since-that time, and in
2009, Jeff started Mercy
River Quartet. Eleven years later, the group is still serv-
ing the Lord and sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ.
Having written for other publicationsaJeft is excited to
be a part of the SGNScoops family!

Dixie Phillips is a Dove Award winning songwrit-
er. Her songs have been
recorded by many popular
gospel artists. Shis is also a
Christian Editing Services:
Editor and Writer. She is an
award winning children’s
author and ghostwriter.
She has been published by
Abingdon Press, Standard

Publishing, Eldridge Publishing, Gospel Music Pub-

lishing House, and Guardian Angel Publishing.



. Contributors

Lindsey Sipe heard God tell her that she would work

Les Butler has been actively involved in Southern Gos-
pel Music for 40 years as a
musician, producer, man-
ager, former publisher of
The Singing News, and as a
nationally syndicated radio
host. Butler started Butler
Music Group in 1978, and
purchased Family Music
Group in 2003. Heisa

past March of Dimes AIR award, as well as winner of

in country music when she
was just 4 years old. Cur-
rently making her living

as a publicist, artist/media
consultant, and freelance
journalist through her
company LIT Nashville,
telling stories is Lindsey’s
specialty, whether it’s
through writing, photogra-

the Paul Heil Broadcasting Award in 2011. Butler’s phy, social media, or on camera interviews.

syndicated radio show, Les Butler and Friends, is heard

across America and abroad. April Potter Holleman is a 24-year veteran in mu-
sic business serving in

Carrie Hofmeister is a staff writer for SGNScoops consulting, marketing,

magazine, covering a wide
range of stories that push
her to step outside of her
comfort zone. She has
always had a passion for
writing, whether stories,
songs, feelings, or just what
happened that day. When
she isn't writing articles, she

and her husband, Mitchell, write and sing their own
music, traveling to wherever God opens a door.

Rachel Harris is from the Port City of Wilmington, NC.

She began writing songs
when she was 11 years
old. She also enjoys writ-
ing poetry and feature ar-
ticles. Aside from writing,
she enjoys teaching and
being a wife and mom.

radio, publicity and most
known for her booking
and management agen-
cy April Potter Agency
where she has had the
privilege of working
with numerous, multi
award-winning artists
and speakers. She joins SGNScoops as a speciality
guest writer. You can follow her www.apotteragency.
com, FB www.Facebook.Com/aprilpotteragency or IG
april_potter_agency

I'm Jantina de Haan. A huge Southern Gospel Fan
from the Netherlands. I
had a dream and a prayer
to work in the Southern
Gospel field. I was
reading the Scoops for
many years. God sure
answered my prayer and-*
allowed me to do the

_ Beyond The Song article
which I do for several years now. A perfect fit. Catch-
ing up with artists who faithfully do the job they are
called to do that is spreading the Gospel.
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