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Be listening for our new radio single

THERE IS A GOD

Thank you for considering us in the following categories for the
SGN Scoops Diamond Awards

Favorite Mixed Group / Favorite Trio / Song of the Year (Choose Life)
Instrumentalist (Richard Hyssong)
Paul Heil Award - Broadcasting (Richard Hyssong)

www.thehyssongs.com hyssongs@gmail.com
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POINT

by Rob Patz

Can you believe we are already in the third month of 2020? March also signifies Spring, and for those that live
in certain parts of the country, it means the chance that the snow will soon be disappearing from their walkways
and streets, and flowers will start to bloom.

I know I’ve written in the past that I love Spring and it’s no surprise. I love new beginnings. I love the part
of life where things start anew and for me, Spring has always been a signal for the start of many great gospel
music events. [ have been so blessed to have the opportunity to now run and organize events throughout the
United States.

Spring also means that Easter is right around the corner. As a Christian, it should be the most incredible time of
year. I heard a sermon recently about when Jesus was crucified, and the one thief recognized how amazing Jesus
was that he wanted to be with him wherever it was that he was going. I find it very fascinating because this

man obviously had lived a life of only caring for himself or taking what he wanted from whoever it was in the
society of the time. I did some research and we really don’t know that much about either thief. I know in a lot
of circles they call the thief that accepted Jesus as his personal Savior on the cross, as the “grateful thief.” I think

that’s pretty cool.

As Christians today, we know that our society as a whole is spinning effortlessly out of control. I’'m not here

to say that I have an answer for how we can fix that, but I do think about the thief on the cross. He knew that
Jesus was pure, and was willing to sacrifice who he was for more than just himself. I think as Christians, in this
Easter season, we need to learn to sacrifice ourselves more to show those around us what it truly means to be a
Christian. Not just Christian in word only, but Christian in deed and action. We are set apart, we are an example.

So let me challenge you, as we lead up to Easter, to be an example, to be the Christian that people are drawn to,
not the Christian that’s judgemental. Not the Christian that only talks to other Christians but to be the Christian
that Christ so desired us to be. To be the person that takes the extra effort to lift up the people that are hurting,
those that are looking and seeking for an answer, not just a religion, but a relationship.

That’s my challenge to you between now and Easter. Find someone in your community, find someone in your
neighborhood, find somebody at your office, and show them what it truly means to be a Christian. Because the
outside world looks at us and they see the image of Christianity, not the relationship we are so blessed to have.




Let me encourage you to join us in Tupelo, Mississippi, at Barnes
Crossing Mall, April 23 - 25. If you need more information, you can
call me at 360-933-0741, or email me at events@sgnscoops.com.

Until next month, this is the Publisher’s Point.

ANOINTED, SHEPHERD’S WAY QUARTET, THE BLANKENSHIP
FAMILY , MARY BURKE, THE COKERS , RAY WOLFORD, THE FOWLER
FAMILY, BRANDON HUGHES, LESTER WAYNE FELTNER, BOOGER
SWAMP RHYTHEM SECTION, THE LOUDERMILKS, SPIRIT FILLED,
NEW REASON AND GRACE RENE'

“Where The Artist Comes First”

Contact Dennis Coker
1-770-548-7398
denniscokerl@att.net
www.heartsongnashvillemusicgroup.org
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Panl Hetl: The Yorce of Southern Gospel
Uelehrates 40 Years ...

Every genre, whether it be in music, film, television, or
radio, has a voice that transcends generations.

In Southern gospel music, we have been not only
blessed but fortunate to have such a man. He’s a man of
integrity and vision. That man is Paul Heil.

Scoops: Congratulations on 40 years! What inspired
you to get into radio?

Paul Heil: My interest in broadcasting goes back about
as far as I can remember, perhaps as an outgrowth of
my interest in journalism, especially newspapers. I

was probably one of very few middle schoolers whose
allowance went toward subscribing to the second daily
local newspaper at home. So, my interest in broadcast-
ing involved the news quite a bit. In fact, I was news di-
rector at a local radio station for about seven years (just
out of college) and then at a local TV station for two
years (before beginning “The Gospel Greats” program).

Both of those stations were market leaders. But the pro-
duction aspect of radio always intrigued me, and, grow-
ing up, a particular local radio station was known for
its outstanding production. That inspired me. I was also
interested early in syndication and networking. During
college I created a 12-station live network of college

radio stations throughout southeastern Pennsylvania for
a half-hour nightly news block.

Scoops: Who were some of your broadcast influences?
Paul Heil: My all-time radio hero was Paul Harvey.
When I was in 7th grade I smuggled a little transistor
radio into school so I could listen to his noon broadcast
during lunch. Much later, when my family and I were
vacationing in Chicago, one of the stations carrying
“The Gospel Greats” program arranged for us to meet
Paul Harvey at his offices. Sheila and I were, in fact,
allowed to sit in his studio during his live noon network
broadcast. Here’s the “rest of the story:” http://www.
thegospelgreats.com/ciphph.htm

Scoops: Tell us about your days on television in Lan-
caster. How did that shape your career?

Paul Heil: Actually, I was not on television -- except
for some voiceovers. [ was behind the scenes as news
director. (It was) fascinating work. However, a change
of ownership at the station created some tense times,
and I think the Lord used that to help make me unhappy
enough there to move on to do what he had in mind for
me all along.

Scoops: How did you come up with the concept of “The



Gospel Greats?”

Paul Heil: My interest in radio and radio program pro-
duction and syndication led me to look for some way to
put this interest to good use. My brother, John, had a lo-
cal singing group and introduced me to a monthly pub-
lication that included a Top 40 chart. Having been a fan
of some of the syndicated Top 40 radio shows on the
air in those days, I thought, why not Southern gospel?
So the concept was born and launched -- with the first
broadcast on the first weekend of February, 1980, on a
handful of stations around the country. Conceptually,
though, I wanted to include the voices of the artists tell-
ing their stories, rather than doing it myself (as Casey
Kasem did on secular radio). That became the sound of
“The Gospel Greats” program from the very beginning.

Maurice Templeton and his wife, Marsha, spent their
first anniversary touring Pennsylvania Dutch country.
Included was a visit with Paul and Sheila Heil

Scoops: Over 40 years, I’m sure you’ve had some
unique experiences and some memorable interviews. Is
there one in particular that was your favorite?

Paul Heil: Lots of them. I remember one particularly

poignant interview with the late J. D. Sumner, whose
public persona was quite often somewhat gruff. But
when I asked him how he would like to be remembered
in years to come, he said simply, “I would like them to
remember the real J. D.,” Indeed, those who knew him
said he had a heart of gold in his dealings with people
he was trying to help.

Another interesting interview was with the late Kenny
Hinson. We were interviewing in a classroom at a high
school where the Hinsons were to sing. We finished up,
walked out into the hallway and Kenny got this look on
his face. He heard the concert starting -- with the Hin-
sons starting to sing without him. He rushed out, in his
street clothes, grabbed a mike and never missed a beat.

Perhaps one of my favorite interview experiences was
when George Younce co-hosted “The Gospel Greats”
program’s 20th anniversary edition in 2000. This was
just after the Cathedrals had retired, and we actually re-
corded the program in George’s sunroom in Stow, Ohio.
George was a very special man, always (along with
Glen Payne) very supportive of what we were doing.

Scoops: Is there anyone that you wish that you had had
the opportunity to interview?

Paul Heil: I would have loved to interview Albert E.
Brumley. He contributed so much to this music and had
quite a story to tell. (We’ve always considered his son,
Bob, to be a good friend, too.) Actually, as I think about
your question, I must say that we have been extremely
blessed to have interviewed so many of the veterans

of this music who have passed on to Glory -- stal-
warts such as James Blackwood, Brock Speer, George
Younce, Glen Payne, J. D. Sumner, Rex Nelon and
many others. In retrospect, those experiences become
even more precious.

Scoops: How do you see radio evolving over the next



five years?

Paul Heil: Next question? No -- I really don’t know.
Radio, as we’ve known it for decades, has succeeded
best when it did an outstanding job at what it does best
—communicate. In Christian radio, we have the great-
est message of all to communicate -- the Gospel. And,
of course, the Gospel deserves our very best. Southern
gospel radio entertains to communicate. But the mes-
sage is the most important element here. Technological
changes may bring ears to radio in different ways in the

future, but those ears; will only stay tuned if we make it
worth their time.

Scoops: For someone reading this who is contemplating

a career in broadcasting, what advice would you give
them?

Paul Heil: Have you considered farming? No, seriously,
there are great opportunities in broadcasting. But, as

is the case in most endeavors, you have to give it your
best. You have to learn the fundamentals. People used
to look at me strangely when I suggest to someone
wanting to get into Christian radio that they first work

in, and get trained by, an outstanding secular station.
That was my background. When the skills are in place,
then it’s time to take and use those skills in Christian
radio. Do whatever the job requires -- and gob that.

Scoops: With all of the experience you have, what is
something you wish you could go back and tell your
younger self?

Paul Heil: My greatest problems, professionally, have
been the result of spreading myself too thinly among
multiple projects. I’ve always had more interests than
time to pursue those interests fully. I would tell my
younger self, to focus more on the primary jobs -- or
job --that I believe the Lord gave me to do, which is,
for the past forty years, “The Gospel Greats” program.
Don’t get me wrong -- [ think the Lord has blessed my
other endeavors over the years, too, but that was his
grace at work and not necessarily his perfect will.

Scoops: Another aspect of your life is Springside Mar-
keting. For those who may not be familiar with it, tell
us what it is and how you came up with the idea for it.
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Paul Heil: Springside started back in 1986 when we had
s0 many people writing in to our program to say that
they just didn’t know where to get all of the music we
were playing on the air. Bookstores that even had music
departments seldom had a very good selection of South-
ern gospel music. So we started selling records and cas-
settes by mail through a catalog, and have continued to
this day. Of course, today it’s CDs and DVDs, primar-
ily. The website for that is www.springside.com.

Scoops: Tell us about Paul Heil when he is off the air.
What are some of your favorite activities?

Paul Heil: A favorite activity of mine these days is be-
ing with our little two-year old granddaughter (who will
soon have a sibling, thank the Lord). She is amazing.

I also like to do interior renovation work at the house,
finish carpentry, drywalling, electrical (but not plumb-
ing), etc. I’ve often told Sheila we’re moving into a new
house, one room at a time. But the press of work makes
any such projects drag out for a very long time.

Scoops: Do you and Sheila have any favorite vacation
destinations?

Paul Heil: Not particularly. We’ve taken some bus trips
to sightsee in the past. We go on the Singing at Sea
Cruise most years. But we really don’t get away much.

Scoops: Outside of music and broadcasting, what are
you most passionate about?

Paul Heil: The best answer would simply be “the Gos-
pel.” That’s the bottom line, as it should be for all of us.
How can we get it out there, how can we reach more
people? I feel SO blessed that the Lord gave me a love
for the work I do which, by the way, just happens to get
the Gospel out there. And, as someone recently pointed

out to me, with the internet the Gospel (through our
program and many others) can literally be heard around
the world.

Scoops: If you hadn’t gone into broadcasting, what
career do you think you would have pursued?

Paul Heil: That’s a tough question. Perhaps something
in journalism. My dad was a pastor, but I’ve never felt a
call to preach, per se. I do feel that the Lord called me,
instead, to the work I’'m doing now. Nevertheless, he
did let me experience preaching occasionally as a lay
preacher for about 10 years in our home church at the
time. So, I don’t know a specific answer to the question,
other than to say I’m sure the Lord would have directed
my paths because that would have been my desire.

Scoops: You have interviewed countless people but now
it’s time to turn the tables on you. What is one thing
people don’t know about Paul Heil?

Paul Heil: You may not know that at the present time
our business is entirely our family - Sheila and I and
our two sons, Jason and Andrew. What a blessing it is

to see them and work with them every day! And there’s
one thing that most people, I hope, do know about Paul
Heil -- but if they don’t, it’s this: first and foremost, he
loves the Lord.
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Implementing both modern and classic Southern gospel
styles, the Browders have taken gospel music by storm
over the past several years. Their musical journey can
be traced back to their hometown of Hiltons, Virginia.
Hailing from the same town of the original Carter Fam-
ily, the Browders take inspiration from the legendary
country group, but are dedicated to being authentically
themselves.

This family band is abundantly talented and commit-
ted to spreading the good news of Jesus Christ to all.
Formed by family patriarch Tommy Browder in 1990,
the group features the talents of his two sons Matthew
(rhythm guitar/vocals) and David Browder (bass guitar/
vocals), Matthew’s wife Sonya (piano/vocals), Sonya’s
brother Burton on lead guitar, and David Quillen on
drums. The Browder men deliver power-packed, spot-
on vocals, while the lone female voice, Sonya, brings
emotion and clarity to their sound. These harmonies
alongside great musicianship, provide an energetic and

By Justin Gilmore and Lorraine Walker

authentic vehicle in which to deliver the timeless mes-
sage of the cross.

Matthew and Sonya Browder are married, and have a
daughter, Sadie, almost 2 years old. David Browder and
his wife Kimberly have two sons, and own Browder
Brand clothing. Tommy is Matthew and David’s father,
who thoroughly enjoys his grandchildren. Burton Lud-
wig, 111, is married to Aphtyn. David Quillen, or “Q”,

is the accomplished drummer who keeps everyone on
time.

“It’s been quite a journey,” says Sonya Browder. “We
started as a family of four in a Dodge Omni car. We
started small, with the limited resources we had, and
just followed the Lord’s leading the best we could.
We’ve learned a lot along the way, tried to be teach-
able and learn everything we could about our craft, and
be the very best that we’re capable of. That’s all that
anyone can do.




“In the midst of all that, we’ve tried to keep our eyes
on the calling we believe the Lord placed on us, and we
continue to see people come to know Christ through
our ministry and music, and Christians encouraged and
challenged,” states the talented vocalist. “Where do we
go from here? More of that.”

Awarded throughout 2013, 2014 and 2016, the
Browders have headlined their own shows and have
also opened for the Band Perry, MercyMe, Michael
English and others. It may seem like the band has sud-
denly begun to grab the attention of the nation, but it’s
been a gradual takeover of listener’s hearts across the
country, with resulting awards and nominations.

“It probably seems sudden, but it’s really just been a
steady growth over a long period of time,” says Sonya.
“They (accolades) are not the goal, per se, but they are
a lovely encouragement whenever they come our way!’

The Browders cite several influences on their unique

sound including other top family artists, like the Hin-
sons, the Paynes, and the Crabb Family, sounds which
are evident in the group’s latest recording, “Authentic.”
This moving project, released last year, features well-
crafted songs, including the No. 1 song, “You’re Not In
This Alone.” Sonya is featured on this powerful song
that reminds us of God’s faithfulness.

“I wrote most of the song, and Matt helped me finish
it,” says Sonya. “It was very personal to me; it was not
originally chosen for the recording, and I had to fight
for it. There was another song picked for me, and we
replaced it with ‘You’re Not In This Alone,” which was
not even finished at the time.”

Sonya has recorded a video about the writing of this
chart-topping song that reminds us that Jesus will never
leave us, even when we are in the middle of a situation.
So many songs are written from the perspective of the
end of a problem or difficult period in our lives. This
song comes from the perspective of someone who is
right in the middle of a storm.

In Sonya’s video, she says, “I was five months pregnant
at the time and I was 37 years old and Matthew and I
had been married for over 12 years. A pregnancy was
not in the plan. We have never even had the hint of me
carrying a child ever in our lives. It was a huge change
to say the very least. I spent most of my days teetering
between panic and excitement - equal parts of both.

“It brought me to a place of a new perspective where
everything seemed so much more important, every-
thing mattered so much more, including this song that
I would sing. I just felt like it had to be something very
deeply personal for me. It had to be something that
meant something to me that I could portray to other
people, and I knew that this song that we were working
on was not it,” reveals Sonya. She brought out a differ-
ent song that she had just started, and she and Matthew
finished it in time to record on the new album. Sonya
knew that this song was the right one, at the right time,
for this project.

The “Authentic” album has many great heart-grabbing,
soul-wrenching songs, that it is sure to gain new fans,
nominations, awards, and - God willing - new believers.
You can hear the hearts of the Browders in every cut.
Songs like “Healed By The Stripes,” “I’ve Come Too
Far,” “When God Says Wait,” and “My Home,” will
take the listener from clapping to crying to gaining a



new, eternal glimpse of life and heaven.

Including recent loss of loved ones who have gone on
to heaven, Sonya and all of the Browders have come
through difficult times, and they may still be in the
midst of other storms. Sonya tells us to remember that
our Master and Savior is there with us.

“There will come a time in my Sadie’s life, that Mom
and Dad will not be able to be there,” says the new
mother. “And as much as I want her life to be perfect
and everything to go smoothly, and for her to never
experience a heartache, that is just not life. That’s not
reality, and that’s not reality for you, that’s not reality
for me. There are times in our lives that things do not
go the way that we have planned, and they do not go
the way we expect them to.”

Sonya continues, “It’s in those times, for my Sadie, and
for you and for me, that we can count on the fact, that
regardless of how things are and how we are looking

at life right now, what circumstances that we are in,
Jesus is for us. Child of God, Jesus is for you. He’s not
against you. He has great plans for your life and you are
not in this alone.”

The Browders. Authentic, genuine children of God.
Find out more at thebrowders.com.

Happy Birthday to the Browders

Congratulations to my friends the

Browders as they celebrate 30 years of

sharing the Gospel message! So many

wonderful songs and such a loving

spirit... It’s no wonder that so many

people have fallen in love with their
music and their hearts. I pray that the Lord will bless
you guys with another 30 years (or more) of sharing
the Gospel in beautiful song and testimony. Keep your
hands on the Gospel plow and keep singing! -- Mark
Bishop

I met the Browders before any hit
song and they are exactly the same
people before they had success!
Very talented family. Very real fam-
ily! Congratulations on 30 years!

-- Steve Ladd of the Old Paths

I remember the first time [ met the
Browders, I was covering Singing
at Sea for SGN Scoops magazine in
2014, sending pictures and videos
from the ship. Their music was so
touching and the way they connected
with the audience was impressive.
When they released the song “Fall On My Knees,”
I was overwhelmed by how much I related to every
word. I called Matthew and asked if he would mind if
I recorded it on the album I was working on... and he
was so encouraging. It ended up being the title track for
that album and is still my favorite song!
So many of their songs speak right to the heart. Without
the Lord, we would be utterly without hope. “Praise
You in this Valley,” and “Whatever You’re Going
Through” are two more songs that have undeniably
touching lyrics. Matthew has worked with many of the
artists I represent, helping them catapult their latest
radio single to the top of the charts. It takes many years
of blood, sweat and tears to achieve what the Browders
have worked so hard to accomplish in the gospel music
industry, and they give God all the glory for it. That’s
what makes them so special. Congratulations on 30
years in ministry! You are a blessing to all who know
you and love your music. May God continue to bless
you and protect you as you serve him! -- Marcie Gray
of Marcie Gray Management



It takes way more than just desire and

talent to stay the course, traveling and

ministering the nation for 30 years; it

takes divine dedication and that’s what

comes to mind when I think of the

Browders’ ministry! -- Derrick Boyd
of The Dixie Melody Boys

30 years is a long time to do

anything! Especially the rugged

roads and sometimes thank-

less life of a gospel singer. The

Browders are celebrating three

decades of unwaning dedication
to spreading the gospel through song. Congratulations
to this great family!! -- Mark Trammell of the Mark
Trammell Quartet

Congrats to The Browders for 30 years
of ministry! Three decades is an accom-
plishment, no matter what you’re doing.
They are great folks with an awesome
ministry, and I know they’d be first to
give all honor and glory to their Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ. Here’s to the next 30 years! -- Bob Sellers
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Meet the Pastor

During 35 years as Pastor, Dr. Keen led First Baptist
Church of Milford, Ohio to become one of the pre-
mier missions churches in America. Over 50 families
were sent to the foreign field. Dr. Keen’s mission bur-
den later expanded to include the founding of First-
Bible International to target the unreached people
groups of the world. Dr. Keen oversees the ministry
of FirstBible.

Testimony of Dr. Charles Keen:

[ have been preaching for 53 years. The first 35 years
were spent as pastor of one church, First Baptist
Church of Milford, Ohio. My worldview has gone
through a slow metamorphosis. In the beginning of
my ministry, my worldview was basically a door-to-
door one developed for me by good, zealous soul-
winning pastors who frequently preached: “Capture
Your City for Christ.” I practiced this philosophy, for
it is right and scriptural.

Though I knew it was right, I also knew it was not to
be the total ministry effort of my church or

any New Testament church. I became deeply in-
volved in world missions. This involved raising
millions of dollars for world evangelism; holding
more than a score of missions’ conferences
annually; sending more than 50 families to the mis-
sion field out of our membership; and even found-
ing, along with Carlos Demarest and Sam Caudill, the
ministry called Bearing Precious Seed (which has
and still is printing millions of scriptures annually).
The next link in my evolving worldview was brought
on when in my unrest, I discovered we were send-
ing missionaries and Bibles where missionaries and

By Bill Dykes

Bibles already were.

Like door to door soul winning, my mission’s philos-
ophy was not wrong, it just wasn’t enough. God was
leading me to get involved in the unreached people
groups, sometimes called tribes or unengaged
peoples. The Bible calls these the “uttermost” in
Acts 1 :8. To fulfill this burden we founded FirstBible
International.

The final step in my mission’s journey is to help get
the Gospel to the non-literate oral speaking peoples
of this world, which constitutes 2/3 of the 7 billion



globally. They cannot use a Bible

because they do not have an alphabet, dictionary
or written language. But our Lord’s commission to
the church is to reach every creature including the
oral-only speakers. The reason for this testimony
is to create awareness that they are there and we
have a responsibility to “Go ye into all the world, and
preach the Gospel to every creature.” [ am ashamed
of the fact I did not know of these unreached and
hence they have played no part in my worldview
until recently.

We must not only include them in our mission’s
philosophy but we must work towards a solution to
their illiteracy. Though we can give them the Gospel
orally and they can be saved and even discipled into
church planting, they will not have a word-perfect
Bible until many changes are made and they can
finally read one in their native tongue.

Bugaboobugtrap@gmail.com

The natural,non-toxic solution to get rid of annoying gnats and fruit flies


www.bugabootraps.wordpress.com
https://www.melissaevansmusic.com/




By Lyndsey Chandler

I am excited to introduce to you this month’s featured
artist, Canaan Coftfman of gospel music artists, the
Coffmans.

Canaan lives in Danville, KY and is 17 years old. While
she is the only one who travels with her parents, Canaan
has four older adult brothers. She sang her first solo at
three years old and her parents said it was actually on
pitch.

Canaan has a passion for acting and she hopes to use
that one day for God’s glory. It is a scary passion, but
she is crazy about characters, costumes, and theatre.

“I also love Broadway,” says Canaan. “There’s so much
creative genius on Broadway, it’s amazing. Besides my
passions, I like a good puzzle and youtube video.”

When it comes to instruments, Canaan shares, “I have
taken piano (lessons) on and off my whole childhood,
but I’ve never learned enough to play whatever I want
or play publicly. I also played the trumpet in public
school. Not to brag, but I was first chair.”

Her favorite fast food is Chick-Fil-A nuggets or Cul-
ver’s burger with cheese. Her days off of the road are
never really “days off.” Canaan is homeschooled, so
when she gets home, she typically finds herself catch-
ing up on work she wasn’t able to do on the road before
her deadlines. When she gets a real day off, she’ll let us
know how it feels.

One of my favorite questions to ask of my featured
artists is what is the funniest thing that’s ever happened
on stage, because after a while, something funny and or
crazy is bound to happen.

GOGSPEL

Canaan Coffman

“For some reason, I always knock my teeth with my
mic trying to take it off the stand,” Canaan confesses.
“At Dollywood one year, my lip bled through our
whole set and you could see me trying to make it stop.
Also, my mom once fell backwards on stage during our
set. Everyone was so quiet, but then we all were dying
laughing. Other groups were there too, and we all had a
big laugh about it later that night.”

Canaan’s parents were a part time duo when she was
little and she traveled with them. When she was nine
years old, her parents decided to start the ministry up
again and officially add Canaan to the mix. This March,



Canaan will have traveled with her parents for nine
years.

“We moved back to Kentucky from Tennessee where
my mom had been a worship leader at Mountain View
Baptist in Johnson City. I can’t speak for my parents
who make up 2/3 of our group, but there was something
missing. We were finally with our whole family in the
same town. My dad had a fantastic job, so we were
financially stable. Yet, we knew God was calling us to
something bigger than ourselves. We started practic-
ing music and booking dates. With a lot of growth and
favor from God, we became the Coffmans.”

Canaan shares how the group stages songs. “Mom and
I have pretty close ranges, but she’s still the higher
singer. We can trade in and out on leading songs. I’'m
not totally confident in my range, which I’'m working
on. So, for now, I sing alto when I don’t lead.”

Canaan does Dual Enrollment courses through Liberty
University homeschool program. When she graduates
this May, she will have her Diploma and Associates

TROY BURNS FAMILY
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Degree. She does plan on attending college on a cam-
pus, and she and her parents believe that God is going
to keep their ministry going through that.

“When I sing straight to Jesus and not to people, I feel
humbled and motivated to keep going. Discourage-
ment hits me often like a truck. But usually, that hap-
pens when I’m thinking about my goals, my wants, and
my abilities. I know God has given us our gifts to help
other people. But, if I think of it as worshiping with

them, I feel more connected to the Lord.”

A special message that Canaan would like to get out
to young people and a life goal that she would like to
complete is, “Read your Bibles!! I cannot stress this
enough. Read it all. Read the good parts, the scary
parts, the confusing parts, and the really confusing
parts. Twitter and Facebook aren’t the Bible, and we
need the true Word of God more than ever. I hope God
will give me the opportunity to lead someone to Jesus
one-on-one. To see a true, saved all over salvation. Ca-
reerwise, [ would love to worship in an arena and take
part in a movie.”

I hope you have enjoyed reading this interview with
Canaan. For more information about The Coffman’s
ministry and booking information, you can contact Lori
Wise with Dominion Agency.
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JUST A LITTLE TALK WITH

TONJA ROSE

It was a pleasure to have Tonja Rose featured in this
issue as she has an impressive message to share.

Jantina Baksteen: Could you please introduce yourself
to the SGNScoops readers?

Tonja Rose: My name is Tonja Rose, | am a country
girl from Eastern North Carolina. Pinetown, specifi-
cally, with a population of 155. 1 grew up on Free
Union Church Road, where | lived between corn and
tobacco, and had a pig farm across the road from my
house. You don’t get much more country than that
unless you're driving a tractor. All in all, I'm as country
as cornbread and | am a sinner saved by grace who
dies daily.

JB: You have a long rich career in music, starting from
a young age. Can you share something about that?

By Jantina Baksteen

TR: When | came along or shortly there after, my dad
was part of a gospel quartet called The Coachmen
Quartet, so | grew up singing. From the age of two,
the stage just became a natural fit for me. Throughout
school, | was in the band and ensemble and would
sing anytime | could. After high school, | got married
and moved to Virginia, was in a country band and

had the opportunity to open for many country art-
ists that all told me, “You need to move to Nashville!|
moved to Nashville to pursue country music where

| had charting success with an Independent record
label before the label decided to shut its doors. In
2012, some friends were starting an Christian group
and asked if | would be interested in joining them,
that group ended up being named Crosby Lane. While
with Crosby Lane, we had charting success with our
song “Crucified,”and we traveled all across the coun-




try. Shortly after this charting success, my husband,
Ward, had a stroke in 2016. During his recovery, |
tried to convince myself how | could continue with
Crosby Lane but found myself struggling to leave him
at home alone. So in early 2017, | stepped away from
Crosby Lane and and decided my music days were
over. As therapy for myself, | continued to write mu-
sic and would write a song that changed the whole
trajectory of my life, (and) our lives. My co-writer, John
Mathis, suggested we release the song to radio to see
what happens. That song, “When the Mountain Can't
Be Moved” would be the first of four top ten singles
from my album, “Me, Jesus, and the Highway,”and
would garner five Diamond Award nominations.

JB: You have a new song out to radio, “I'm Not Who |
Used To Be.”How did this song come together?

TJ: All the songs off of “Me, Jesus, and the Highway,”
have some kind of connection to my husband’s stroke
and recovery. The co-writer of “I'm Not Who | Used

To Be,” Erin Johnston, brought the idea for this song
for a completely different reason but | thought it fit
perfectly with our story as | knew both Ward and |
were not the same people we were before the stroke. |
have learned so much from this song. The idea of that
song meant one thing to Erin when she brought it to
the table which we both embraced when we wrote

it, but in the end God used it in a completely differ-
ent way. And when | say “the end,"| mean it. The song
truly became what it was intended to be when we
decided to release it as the last single from the album
and talked about ideas for a video. Here is how God

turned this song into so much more: The gentleman
in the video is not an actor, but my co-writers uncle,
John Williams. At the time we wrote the song, Erin’s
family did not know if John was alive or dead. They
did know this, he had struggled for years and was ad-
dicted to drugs, alcohol, gambling and was living on
the streets. About the time “Me, Jesus, and the High-
way,” was released in July of 2018, John reached out to
his family for help and they were able to help him get
in a recovery program at John 316 Mission in Tulsa,
Oklahoma. There he found the love of Christ and has
completely turned his life around and is now a mentor
to others in the program. He uses this video to share
with others his story of how God has changed who he
is.

JB: Do you write all your music?

TR: Though I did not initially enjoy writing, | now love
to share my thoughts through music. | have written
music for other artists. | co-wrote Ivan Parker’s top

20 hit,“Who I am, Ain't Who | Was,” which was a huge
blessing and a big wink from God that | was on the
right path and should continue spilling my thoughts,
ideas, moments, feelings and all that into writing. You
will find music from all over on my albums. You will
find hymns, my original music and music that touches
my heart written by friends, mentors and heroes.

JB: What musician would you have liked to have spent
dinner with and a long chat, someone who is no lon-
ger here?

TR: Someone | admired growing up was Dottie Ram-
bo. | always heard my dad talking about the Rambos
and knew the name Dottie as one of the women of
the family. Now that | am a singer-songwriter too, |
would love to be able to sit down and ask why she
wrote certain songs, what inspired her as an artist and
writer, and ask if there is anything she would change
in certain songs. Dottie had songs recorded by just
about every genre of music from Whitney Houston

to the Cathedrals to Elvis Presley. One of things | find
hard as a singer-songwriter is knowing when to share
a song with other artists, or keep it for myself as an
artist. I'd love to know how she handled those kinds of
things. Then finally, as a woman in the industry who
has been there and seen everything, could she give
any guidance and advice that would help me contin-
ue to create my music and grow ministry.

JB: Do you have a testimony to share?



TR: 1 grew up in church and traveled with my dad
and his gospel quartet. So there has never been a
moment in my life where | didn't know about Jesus.
He'’s always been present. I've often said | didn't feel
like | had a testimony, some great testimony of heal-
ing or transformation. Has he done wonderful things
in my life? Absolutely, but nothing that | felt held a
candle to what others had experienced. What both
Ward and | feel is this: God took us through Ward'’s
stroke and recovery to have a story to share of God’s
grace and mercy with those that may not have hope.
I now know that we all have a story to share that can
help others get through the struggles and climb their
mountains. If you don’t think you have a story, just
wait. He may give you one when you least expect it.

JB: What message do you share with your audience?

TR: We are not perfect. | am not perfect. | love God,
I'm a Christian but | am a sinner saved by grace that
dies daily. God’s love will bring hope and will see you
through any situation you may face and though we
none are worthy, His grace reaches all who call on
Him.

Tonja Rose can be found on social media: Facebook,
Instagram, Twitter, Youtube, at

@tonjarosemusic. Watch her perform, “I'm Not Who |
Used To Be," at youtu.be/hmtUPD1ZwX4 .
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Les Butler and Friends:

I first heard Kenny Smith when he was a member of the
Lonesome River Band (LRB) back in the 90’s. They
were my favorite bluegrass band at the time, and they
still are great. His guitar playing was, and still is today,
some of the best on the planet. His acoustic rhythm
playing is on a short list of the greatest ever. It’s spe-
cial. He’s special. Today he travels with his wife as the
Kenny and Amanda Smith Band, as well as some spe-
cial dates as the Band of Ruhks featuring former LRB
members, Don Rigsby and Ronnie Bowman. Here’s
more about my friend, Kenny Smith.

Butler: What is your earliest musical memory?
Kenny Smith: My dad and grandpa were both fiddlers.
I had uncles and cousins that sang and played as well. |
remember Dad always playing fiddle around the house.

Butler: Can you fill us in on your musical history?
What bands have you been a part of?

Smith: Dad made a guitar and would keep it in the
closet. He told my brother and I to never mess with it.

I was four years old at the time, I would get in there
after he went to work and try to play it. My mom never
told my dad because he was busy all day. One day, Dad

came home early and caught me. He saw something in
me that day, though. He taught me three chords and the
next day I could do it. That Christmas, Santa brought
me a guitar and my older brother a banjo.

We would go to these banjo and fiddle contests and I
would back up the other contestants. It was an on-the-
spot music education. I would record the other fiddlers
if they knew a new tune that I didn’t know.

I always played but it was never a career choice for me.
I had moved to Tennessee after I graduated from high
school. I was playing in a bluegrass band from Hunts-
ville, Alabama and Claire and Larry Lynch happened
to be out in the audience. They asked me to help play

a showcase at IBMA in Owensboro, Kentucky. It was

a real eye opener for me. I got to talk to a lot of the
artists there that day. Everyone was encouraging and it
changed my life’s path to a musical one. I played in the
Lynch’s Front Porch String band for about two years.

Through my travels I met a Virginia banjo player
named Sammy Shelor. We jammed backstage at Graves
Mountain, Virginia. One day I got a call from Sammy



to try out for one of my favorite bands, the Lonesome
River Band. I remember trying out in Nashville in a
hotel room. I recorded my tryout because it might be
the only time I would play with my favorite band. After
playing for about 30 minutes, Ronnie and Sammy told
me [ got the job. I couldn’t believe it. I packed up my
car and moved to southwest Virginia. My bluegrass
journey was in full swing. I was also praying that God
would send me someone to share music with. One night
we were playing The Milton Opry House in Milton,
West Virginia, when [ met a young lady, Amanda Col-
lins, who would be my answer to prayer. We got mar-
ried about a year after that first meeting. We would sing
at churches and different gigs locally. We started the
Kenny and Amanda Smith Band in 2001, and recorded
a project for our family and friends and one of the songs
charted. We won IBMA emerging artist in 2003 and that
jump started our career as a band.

Butler: What is it like touring and recording with
your wife?

Smith: It’s the best. I couldn’t imagine it any other way.
It’s a tough business, but to have someone to pray with
is worth it all. Recording is our favorite part of mu-

sic. It’s exciting knowing a song could possibly affect
someone’s life. We have always tried to pick songs that
mean something and have substance. Our passion and

strength comes from (God) and to relay that through
our music is our goal.

Butler: What’s the first instrument you tried to play
and do you play other instruments?

Smith: My first instrument was the guitar. I also play
clawhammer banjo and acoustic bass.

Butler: Did you ever have a desire to do something
else? If so, what?

Smith: While I was in high school, I wanted to be an
artist. I could always draw at an early age. It’s like
music; it’s something I’ve always done. I’'m getting
more serious about (painting) now. It kind of goes hand
in hand with music. Painting has rhythm and music has
colors.

Butler: Which do you enjoy the most; playing live or
in the studio?

Smith: I like the spontaneity of live music and meeting
people. I really enjoy the whole process of recording.
We have had the great pleasure of recording at the same
studio for the last 20 years. Our dearest friends Glenn
and Susan Tabor at GAT?3 studios in Charlotte, North
Carolina, have helped us produce and preserve a special
part of our lives. That studio always inspires us to do
our best because it is the best.

Butler: What is your favorite song to play and why?
Smith: “You Know That I Would.” Ed Williams wrote
this song for his wife for their anniversary. It tells

about how you would give anything you could for your
special someone. It meant something totally different to
Amanda, and it was about the baby we were waiting for
at the time. Amanda was pregnant, and (we would) do
anything for this beautiful baby that was about to come



into our lives.

Butler: When you’re not picking and singing, what
are you doing?

Smith: I like to cook and B.B.Q. I also fix up and re-
store vintage guitars, pickup trucks, Schwinn Sting-rays
and Accutron watches.

Butler: Can you please give us a brief testimony?
Smith: I had been going to church in high school and
was under conviction. Around that time, I had a near-
death drowning experience that changed my outlook on
everything. I literally saw my own funeral while under
water. | soon moved to Tennessee from Indiana to get to
know my grandma better. I started going to my cousin
Richard Gulley’s church. He always sang and played,
so I was drawn to that. They had a trio and wanted to
do quartets. So, they asked me if I could sing baritone.

[ tried and I could hear the part. Up until then, I had
never sung much at all. There was a spring revival, and
that morning the preacher stood in front of everyone
individually in the pews and asked us point blank, “If
you were to die would you go to heaven?” I stepped out
of the pew and rushed to the altar. I asked Jesus to come
into my heart that day and was forever changed. I was
so lucky to be given another chance after my drowning

incident and I didn’t take that for granted, never have. I
was 19.

My cousin, Steve Mowery was a huge influence and
witness on my life. Since I was little, I remember him
singing and playing guitar. He would always sing gos-
pel songs. Songs about a beautiful place where there
are no tears and no pain. He would also sing about a
man called Jesus that made a way for us to go to this
wonderful place. Growing up I always knew Steve was
different, but I didn’t realize why. I felt it every time |
was around him. I want to be more like that.

Thank you, Kenny, for giving us a look into your life.
You can learn more about Kenny and Amanda at face-
book.com/kennyandamandasmith on Facebook, or at
kenny-amandasmith.com.


https://www.facebook.com/NewCovenant2/
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Exodus
This book 1s still being written

By Robert York

Easter was coming in late April, 2011, and Rev. James Wallace, pastor of Higher Ground Baptist Church, in Gads-
den, Alabama, was looking for someone to sing at the Easter Sunday morning service. He contacted Mary Scott
about singing a song at the service on April 29. Mary invited Susan Brady and Mike Watson to join her in the
song. While rehearsing one evening, they began talking about a name for their group, all agreeing upon Exodus.

A promoter, Pat Adkinson, heard them sing, and he began including them at his concerts which he held at the Top
of the River, in Gadsden. And thus begins the story of this unique, talented group.

Since 2011, Exodus has continued singing all across the southeast, making appearances at Dollywood and other
major concert events including the National Quartet Convention. Recently, they recorded two shows for Gospel
Music USA, at WATC TV in Atlanta, Georgia.

The group remained a trio until October, 2016. Exodus opened for Three Bridges in October 9, 2016, and that
night Mike’s son, Cole, was called on the stage and the group sang, “He Will Hide Me.” Thus began the next chap-
ter of their story: The launch of Exodus, the quartet.

In January 2018, Mike Watson went home to sing in the Heavenly Choir. Susan’s daughter, Hanna Brady, then
joined the group, keeping the four-part harmony. Susan is the songwriter of the group and writes a lot of their



songs. The Down East Boys recorded one of her songs
on their newest CD. Exodus’ current project, entitled
“Happy”, was produced by Phil Cross, and he and Susan
wrote several songs together on the CD. The group’s
current single from the project is, “Singing The Blues
Away”.

Mary Scott has enjoyed singing since she was 17. When
she was 21, Mary recalls, “(I) had a group called the
Victory Trio. Susan’s (Brady) mother Doris, and Audrey
Cole sang with us. We sang with live musicians and sang
on the local radio station on a weekly bible study.” Often
they would sing with a Gospel Bluegrass group called
the Gospel Highway

An active church member, Mary shares, “It's wonderful
how God places people in your life to help and encour-
age you. One of my highlights (has been) singing with
many top groups at Top of The River”

Susan Brady is a native of Alabama, being born and
raised in Gadsden, where she is a graduate of Grace
Christian Academy. She is also a member of Higher
Ground Baptist Church. Married to Bill Brady for 27
years, they have four children and six grandchildren.

Susan says of her musical talent, “The apple didn’t fall
from the tree, Mom was the pianist at church.” She sang
a lot with her family, then with a group called High
Praise, and Refuge, and now with Exodus.

Susan tells us that if she wasn't singing she would prob-
ably be a Sunday School teacher. Susan comments,
“Singing was as natural to me as eating. Before I could
even read, I sang. My first solo song was “Sheltered In
The Arms of God.” Living the Pigeon Forge area and
eating a ribeye steak at Longhorn is one of her favorite

things to do.

Newest member, Hannah shares: “I started singing
gospel music in 2017 but I've been around gospel music
my whole life” She was saved at six but didn’t answer the
call to serve until years later, beginning the chapter of
Exodus: The next generation.

If Hannah wasn’t singing she jokes, “I would probably
be competing in hot dog eating contest, or be famous
for getting kicked out of most buffets for staying too
long”

Hannah has two children. Perhaps we will see a fourth
generation of singers in the Brady family.

Cole is the 25-year-old son of Mike, and he described
himself saying, “I used to be super shy, wouldn't talk,
wouldn’t sing for anything, but always wanted to. I just
kept praying that God would allow me to sing one day
and take away my shyness and fear of singing and being
on stage and he did”

Cole’s dad raised him on music which included the
Eagles along with Southern gospel, and many more.
“When I saw the Eagles I fell in love with music,” recalls
Cole. He is a great sports fan, loving baseball, golf and
anything outdoors. For future reference to fans of Cole,
he says, “If you want to take me out to eat, I love Olive
Garden and any Italian place” Joseph Habedank, Pat
Barker, and Andrew Goldman have been a big influence
in this young mans life.

Gospel music singers learn to take the unexpected in

stride while on stage. For example, Susan says, “My half
slip fell off around my ankles, I had to kick it off my feet
and keep right on singing” Cole did something a lot of



male singers do, when he got on stage with his pants un-
zipped. You can rest assured these moments may have
been an embarrassment at the time, but you can bet it
was funny to the audience. Laughter is not only cathar-
tic but helps create a bond between the singer and the
listener. And likely only the singer will remember.

One of the most powerful recollections of the members
of Exodus during this interview, was from Susan Brady.
“I had heard the word of God all my life,” says Susan.
“Even went to the altar many times, but I never fully
trusted him as my Savior, until one Sunday morning

when I was 18 years old, I asked the Lord to save me
and he did. I knew without any doubt I had been born
again. I've never regretted that day and I've never been
the same”

God is still writing the story of Exodus.

Want to keep up with Exodus and their schedule? Visit
their website www.exodus-southerngospel.com or email
exodus.southerngospel@gmail. Exodus is booked by
The Dominion Agency.
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Help Spread the news
We are bringing Southern Gospel Music
Back to the Rochester, NY Area

Introducing Bob and Joyce Spamer of Spencerport, NY

They have a mission to bring Southern Gospel Music back

to the Rochester, NY area and are asking that you pray God’s

blessings on what they are doing. It has been a real struggle

they say, as there as not been anyone in the area to promote

Southern Gospel for years and with God’s help and your

Prayers they believe this will be a success. Do you know someone in area? Tell
them about SGNY and join us in prayer for Bob, Joyce and Southern Gospel NY


www.sgny.net

'\\\\33\

Join Ken and Jean Grady

and their quests for

southern gospel news,
concert updates

and much more

onthe internet at
www.gospelmusictoday.com
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DJ SPOTLIGHT

Brian Rothell

This month our DJ Spotlight shines on
Brian Rothell, of WCON in Georgia.

Vonda Armstrong: Brian, please tell us about your
current radio position.

Brian Rothell: My current position is Sunday afternoon
host and personality on WCON FM 99.3, Cornelia,
Georgia. We are a 100,000 watt station nestled in the
foothills of the northeast Georgia mountains. The signal
reaches in portions of four states, including Georgia,
North Carolina, Tennessee and South Carolina. Gospel
music programming can be heard on Sundays, 5:00
a.m. until midnight.

VA: Do you have a favorite interview?

BR: One of my favorite interviews I’ve ever done was
with Jim Hamill, of the Kingsmen. I interviewed him in
a side room of a church where they were set to perform
that evening. That was in 1977, I was very nervous, but
Jim treated me very well and answered every question
I asked him. By the way, that interview was done on a
cassette recorder.

VA: Will you share your testimony?

BR: I thought I was saved in December of 1968. I later
made sure of my salvation lying in bed one night in
April, 1973. I have never regretted accepting Jesus as
my personal savior. He has brought me through some
difficult times in my life, as we all have faced.

VA: When did you know that you wanted to work in
radio?

BR: I knew from an early age that I had an interest in
radio. My family and my Uncle Chuck used to play the
radio quite frequently, and I think that’s where I derived

my interest. Also, a longtime family friend, Jerry Mote,
encouraged me to get into radio. He told me who to
talk to and the rest is history. I’ve now been involved in
radio for 40 plus years.

VA: Tell us about your family.

BR: My family consists of my wife Sherry, and we have
three grown children and two grandchildren. We are ac-
tive members of Helen First Church, Helen, Georgia.

Be sure to tune into WCON this Sunday afternoon to
Brian Rothell of Cornelia, Georgia.



Hymns Anew

The wait is over for the fans of singer/songwriter
Sammy Ward. His new recording, “Hymns Anew,” was
released on January 31 of this year. The last time Sam-
my recorded was in 2011. At that time his hometown
in northwest Georgia had been hit by a tornado, and he
recorded a benefit EP to help the victims of the storm.

Sammy first appeared on the Christian music scene

20 years ago with his critically-acclaimed 40Records/
Gotee debut, “My Passion,” but creativity isn’t limited
to just his music. He is a gifted entrepreneur, having
launched and managed several successful tech startups,

and continues to do so. Even though his businesses
keep him busy, music is still a top priority. He continues
to write songs and lead worship at his church when he
is able.

“Hymns Anew” was produced by Nathan Nockels, who
has also worked with such artists as Chris Tomlin and
Keith & Kristyn Getty. This Vibraslap Records’ release
includes six classic hymns and an original title-track
written by Sammy. He stated, “Hopefully "Hymns

By Dixie Phillips

Anew” will be as influential as “My Passion” and touch
many hearts for God’s glory.”

Hymns have always been a part of Sammy’s life. He
grew up in church and came to a personal relationship
with Jesus at an early age. He shared, “I gave my heart
to the Lord when I was six and have lived for him ever
since.” Not only was the Lord becoming more real to
young Sammy at this time, but he was giving him songs
to sing and a voice to sing them with.

By the time Sammy reached high school, he had an
emotional tug-of-war over his future going on in his
heart. “At first, I really thought I should pursue sports,
but one time right in the middle of my baseball game
I was having a hard time concentrating, because |
kept getting song ideas on the field and couldn’t shake
them.”

Sammy’s faith continued to grow, and he was hungry
to learn more about the Lord and share what Christ had
done in his life with others. “During college I would
read the Bible and be inspired by the living, breathing




Word of God. I started putting my thoughts on paper
and singing songs that would encourage my faith. I was
also telling others about the good news of the gospel
before, during, and after my classes.”

Sammy and his wife Angela have two little girls, nine
and 11. He credits his family for the inspiration and
direction for “Hymns Anew.” Sammy said, “When I
would pray over my daughters before bedtime, they’d
want me to sing them a song and it was like my heart
and mind defaulted straight back to the old gospel
truths of the hymns. They loved the hymns and still do.
I realized how much those songs blessed me too, and
that inspired me to bring hymns back into my own mu-
sic. My hope is to reintroduce some of my favorites to
a new generation, making these ‘hymns anew,’ carried
into the next generation. They are too good to be forgot-
ten, too strong to not be sung and too transformative not
to be heard.”

Fresh inspirations come
from a vibrant faith. Sam-
my is still in awe of what
God is teaching him. He
said, “God’s been remind-
ing me that we are sup-
posed to be doers of the
Word, and not just hearers.
The title track, ‘Hymns
Anew,’ is a reminder that
we should let amazing

songs of worship from the past continue to encourage
our faith. It also makes the point that we need to sing a
new song to the Lord as well.”

When asked to share one of his most memorable per-
formances, Sammy said, “Singing in front of 60,000
people at a Luis Palau festival as one of the opening
acts for dc Talk. That was a fun moment for sure. How-
ever, leading worship at a small church in Pennsylvania
was equally special for me. Quite a contrast in terms of
numbers, but seeing the Spirit move and lives changed
will never get old. It’s always been surreal to hear a
congregation worship the Lord through one of the songs
he’s given me. I am very grateful and humbled every
time I experience that.”

To learn more about Sammy visit SammyWard.com. All
of his social media links are there.


http://sammyward.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Publisher/Bernardo-Publishing-387586358516997/

Coastal Bvents Update

It’s here: Southern Gospel Weekend, Alabama -
March 19 - 21, 2020. Presented by Donnie Williamson,
Vonda Armstrong, and Rob Patz.

Southern Gospel Weekend, March 19 - 21, 2020, in
Oxford, Alabama, will present Southern Country Grass,
a combination of Southern gospel, Christian Country,
and Bluegrass gospel music. A great mix of quartets,
live bands, soloists and wonderful music, fellowship,
and fun will be enjoyed at each daytime showcase and
evening concert.

Artists scheduled to appear include: The Freemans, East
Ridge Boys, Master Peace Quartet, the Williamsons,
Cross Ties Band, Hope’s Journey, The Connells, New
Ground, Eagle’s Wings, Pardoned, ClearVision, Jessica
Horton, The Bibletones, Mark209, The Dodsons, Me-
lissa Evans, Rhonda Richardson, The Interstate Quar-
tet, Chronicle, Kevin and Kim Abney, Hazel Sain, and
Appointed Quartet. Doors open at 5:00 p.m. for each
evening concert and parking is free.

SGW will be held at the Oxford Civic Center. A few
rooms are still available at the host hotel, the Sleep Inn
Oxford. Please call 256-770-4804 and mention that you

are a guest of SGW for a special event rate. General
admission to the concerts is free but a love offering will
be received. For more information or call 360-933-0741
or 256-310-7892. Visit the SGW Facebook page at
facebook.com/southerngospelweekend/

Gospel Music Expo, Mississippi - April 23 - 25, 2020

Coastal Media invites you to Tupelo, Mississippi, on
April 23 - 25, to the Gospel Music Expo. Gospel Mu-
sic Expo (GME) is a two day event held annually at the
Mall at Barnes Crossing in Tupelo, Miss., to showcase
gospel artists and their ministries. The event is free to
the public. Some of the artists appearing include John
Penney, New Ground, Masters Quartet, Day 3, Jessica
Horton, The Defreitas Family, and others.



Gospel Music Weekend—Michigan - June 4 - 6, 2020

Coastal Media heads up north for Gospel Music Week-
end—Michigan, coming to Windham Garden Conven-
tion Center in Ann Arbor, on June 4 - 6, 2020. GMW

-- MI will feature artists from the Great Lakes Region,
such as Gloryway, Justified Quartet, Cami Shrock,
MaSheba Webb, as well as some of the Creekside fam-
ily of artists including the Dodrill Family, Livin’ For-
givin’, Matchless Grace and Kristen Stanton.

“We are excited about offering artists not only the op-
portunity to sing and share their ministry but also the
opportunity to learn and grow from workshops that
are designed to help them be even more effective,”
says Rob Patz of Coastal Events. “These artists share
so much of their passion to those around them that we
hope they walk away encouraged and inspired.”

Gospel Music Weekend — Michigan is also going to
be a host location for a Creekside Artist Search. With
over one hundred artists currently on a waiting list for
Creekside Gospel Music Convention, this will be an
incredible opportunity for artists from across the coun-
try to be considered for a coveted spot on the Creekside
artist roster. The winning artist will sing on the main
stage of the Saturday evening concert in Ann Arbor and
be afforded the chance to also sing on the main stage

at Creekside 2020 as part of the pre-concert festivities.

This event will be taking place on Saturday, June 6,
2020.

If you are an artist wishing to participate or if you
would like more information, please send an email to
rob@sgnscoops.com.

Ann Arbor, Michigan, is conveniently located on 1-94
and US 23 and is only thirty minutes from Detroit
Metro Airport.

For more information on Gospel Music Weekend —
Michigan or

Creekside Gospel Music Convention, please call Rob at
(360) 933-0741.

Gospel Music Weekend—Ohio - July 2020

Northern gospel music fans will enjoy Gospel Music
Weekend—Ohio, coming to Mansfield, Ohio, on July
16 -18, 2020. Some of the artists appearing in GMW--
OH are from the Great Lakes Region, including Glory-
way Quartet, Ezekiel’s Call, The Bobby Jones Family,
New Promise, Kristen Stanton, Justified Quartet and
Matchless Grace, among others. Look for more infor-
mation at www.gospelmusicweekend.com.

There may be a few openings for gospel music artists
in these areas who would like to become a part of these
concerts; please contact Rob Patz at 360-920-4057. For
more information on these events please visit gospel-
musicconvention.com More information for VIP tick-
ets, lodging, bus groups, and more, can be requested at
events@sgnscoops.com.

Creekside Gospel Music Convention

The cornerstone presentation of Coastal Events is


http://www.gispelmusicweekend.com
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Creekside Gospel Music Convention 2020, taking place
Oct. 25 - Oct. 29, 2020, at the Grand Smokies Resort
Convention Center, in Pigeon Forge, Tenn. Creekside
is an annual event, bringing hundreds of gospel music
fans and over 50 artists to beautiful Pigeon Forge. The
convention presents Southern gospel music showcases,
evening concerts, and midnight prayer. Some of the
great artists who appeared in 2019 were the Hyssongs,
Down East Boys, 11th Hour, Gerald Crabb, Eagle’s
Wings, Bibletones, Sue Dodge, the Browders, Josh and
Ashley Franks, and more. Keep watching this column
for announcements regarding artists appearing in 2020.

2020 Diamond Award Nominations Close March 15,
2020

Coastal Media Group and SGNScoops Magazine are
pleased to announce that the 2020 Diamond Award vot-
ing is now open on the SGNScoops website and ballots
have been included with the SGNScoops print maga-
zine.

Nominations close on March 15. The Top Ten nominees
will be announced later and then voted upon. Everyone
is invited to fill out the ballot or visit sgnscoops.com

to enter the voting area and list their favorite picks for
each Diamond Award category.

The 2020 Diamond Awards will be presented on Octo-
ber 27, 2020, during the 9th Annual Creekside Gospel
Music Convention in Pigeon Forge, Tenn. Many vocal
performances and surprise guests will be included in the
gala evening. Fans are encouraged to make their plans
to attend today.

For more information on the Creekside Gospel Music
Convention, the Diamond Awards ceremony, Creekside
Bluegrass, as well as accommodations and VIP tick-
ets, contact Rob Patz at 360-933-0741, email events@

sgnscoops.com or visit the website www.gospelmusic-
convention.com.

Christian Country at the Creek

Christian Country at the Creek 2020 will take place
Oct. 30 - Nov. 1 at the Grand Smokies Resort Conven-
tion Center located at 2385 Parkway, Pigeon Forge,
Tennessee. The event will begin the day after Creekside
ends, with a special kick off on Thursday night at the
close of Creekside, followed by evening concerts on
Friday, Saturday, and Sunday. Special events and Mid-
night Prayer are also being planned as part of Christian
Country at the Creek. “This is an event you don’t want
to miss. We can’t wait to showcase these amazing art-
ists,” Patz adds. Admission is free to the public with
VIP tickets available for just $10.00 per night or $25.00
for the entire weekend.

Bluegrass Gospel at Creekside

Keep watching this space for information on more great
Bluegrass gospel concerts during Creekside Gospel
Music Convention.

If you are an artist wishing to be included on the ros-
ter for 2020, or if you would like more information,
please contact Rob Patz at (360)933-0741 or send an
email to events@sgnscoops.com. For reservations, you
may contact the Spirit of the Smokies Lodgedirectly at
(865)453-4106 and indicate the group code of CCC20
or Christian Country at the Creek to get the group rate.
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March is here with warmer winds and brighter
sunshine, and much-needed rain. It seems like every
March is different, but most people just want spring
to begin. We are looking forward to a new season here
at SGNScoops. | think | speak for all of my northern
friends when | say we've had enough snow!

We are thrilled to bring March in like a lion as the
saying goes, with a cover story on our friends the
Browders who are celebrating 30 years of ministry.
Thanks so much to Justin Gilmore who worked
with me on this cover project. We so appreciate the
authenticity of this family.

We hope you have thoroughly read through each of
the features. Canaan Cauffman, Exodus, Kenny Smith,
and so many others. It was a pleasure to highlight Paul
Heil on his 40th anniversary in radio ministry. Thanks
as well to Bill Dykes for introducing us to one of his
favourite pastors, Dr. Keen.

Be sure to check the back of the magazine to find out
more of each of our contributors this month. Writers
may change from month to month, but we always
strive to give you the highest quality, and the best
delivery of the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Since Easter doesn't fall in March this year, the whole
month seems to be waiting in expectation for the
event. For those who celebrate lent, or for any who
may decide to commemorate this time of year in
any special way, each day is a reminder of how much
Jesus did for us. The days leading up to the cross, the

The Editor’s
Last Word

By Lorraine Walker

events taking place as recorded in the Gospels, all of
this happened as Jesus must have been in some way
preparing himself for what lay ahead. And yet, he
was fully present with every event. He knew that the
horrible death was just around the corner, and the
end to his earthly walk. But we never see where he

is walking away from ministry, letting the shadow of
what was the head hang heavy over his heart. He was
in between the wedding at Cana and the glorious
Resurrection yet he never dwelt on either, according
to scripture. He told his disciples what would happen,
but he never told them to leave him alone so he
could wallow in self-pity.

Many of us are in between two events. Maybe we are
between something very happy and yet we know
there is something on the horizon, such as death

of a loved one. Perhaps you were in a good state of
health, and now you are suffering, though you know
at some point in the future you will be whole again.
How are you handling this in between portion of life?
Are you hiding, wallowing, or lashing out in anger? Or
are you using this time to touch other people?

My prayer for you and myself, is that we use each day
as a gift from God, and use the gifts that he has given
to us, to bless others around us. Let’s not forget to
pray for others. Let’s make each day count for him no
matter where we are on our path to victory.



sgmradio.com

Follow us on twitter
@sgNscoops

Join us on Facebook
facebook.com/sgnscoops
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Rob Patz is the President and
CEO of Coastal Media Group.
Rob has an 18 year history in
radio hosting the nationally
syndicated radio show, “The
Southern Styles Show" since
its beginning in 1993. Rob is
also the owner of the internet’s #1 Southern Gospel
station, SGMRadio.com. In 2009, Rob Patz acquired
SGNScoops.com, including the all- digital Scoops
Magazine and the Diamond Awards. Rob has taken
part in several Christian television projects working
in front of the camera and also has helped create
several syndicated television programs as well. Rob
does voice work for various outlets including for-
tune 500 companies as well as emceeing concerts
and special events. Email Rob at rob@sgnscoops.
com.

Stephanie Kelley is a public
speaker and owner of Queen-
0-Q, a blog featuring coupon
match-ups, freebies, samples
and information on frugal liv-
ing. She is married, has three
children and lives in Washing-
ton State. Queenoq.blogspot.com

Canadian-born Lorraine Walker
has a love for Jesus Christ,
music and writing. The combi-
nation of these passions has
produced artist features and
monthly columns for Southern
Gospel publications including
SGM Radio website and SGN Scoops Digital maga-
zine. Lorraine desires that the power of the written
word will glorify her Lord and bring readers closer
to the love, peace and majesty of the Almighty.
Email Lorraine at lorraine@sgnscoops.com

Jennifer Campbell is a singer,
songwriter, musician, and middle
school English teacher from
McAlpin, Florida. Along with
her passion for teaching, she
has an even greater passion for
ministering to others, sharing
her testimony of how she was
born lifeless and how Jesus raised her up to live for
Him. Jennifer is a member of the Florida Worship
Choir and Orchestra and has performed with them
at Brooklyn Tabernacle, Carnegie Hall, Central Park,
and Times Square. She serves as a group leader for
Women of Faith, designs websites, and writes an
inspirational blog at http://jennifercampbell.net/
blog.htm and a food and travel blog at http://jen-
nifersjourneys.net Learn more about Jennifer at
http://jennifercampbell.net and www.christwillre-
turn.org.

Joan Walker grew up with
music in the house and first
heard Southern Gospel in her
early teens. With almost a
quirky (some may say ‘weird’)
need to make sure words are
spelled correctly and the
apostrophes are in the right
place, she enjoys proofreading the articles for the
SGN Scoops magazine each month...and looks
beyond the letters and commas to the wonderful
words each writer has written. Joan countsitasa
blessing in her life to be part of SGN Scoops!

Justin Gilmore, 22, a
resident of San Diego,
California, graduat-
ed from Point Loma
Nazarene University with
a B.A.in History in June
of 2014. Passionate
about Southern Gospel
music and its history, he
decided to venture into
the blog world in January starting Southern Gospel
Spotlight in order to share his love of this great
style of music.
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Justin McLeod is the founder of the
Justin’s World of Softball website, a
site that he has built into one of the
premier news outlets in the sport.
Justin is a longtime Gospel music fan
and enjoys researching the history of
the genre, attending concerts, and
reviewing recordings whenever pos-
sible. The son of a Southern Baptist
pastor, he also works for a law firm as
a legal secretary and is active in his local church. Justin is
a native of Memphis and now resides in Northeast Louisi-
ana.

Pete Schwager is a web developer and
graphic designer with a passion for
Christ. He was born in Santa Rosa, Cali-
fornia and moved to Oregon where he
spent most of his life. He now lives in
the quiet town of Ringgold, Georgia
and enjoys living in the country with
his family. You can find him online at http://peteschwager.
com

Staci Schwager helps with marketing
and communication with her hus-
band’s web design company, Cre8able
Media. Together they make a great
team! Staci being the “talkative”one,
loves being able to communicate one
on one with clients and organizing
ideas. While Pete on the other hand is diving into the
design and coding aspects to make the real masterpiece!
Most of Staci’s days are filled with preparing homeschool
lessons for her kids, couponing, gardening, tending to her
chicken flock and spending as much time on the beauti-
ful, country land God has blessed them with.

Vonda Armstrong is the Vice
President of Sales and Marketing.
Vonda draws on a vast knowledge
of Southern Gospel Music for her
expertise in the field. In addition
to her many personal friendships
within the industry she also hosts
a weekly radio show which keeps
her in touch with many of Southern Gospel’s leading
execu

tives and artists. It also allows her a fresh view of new mu-
sic and the latest happenings inside the industry. Vonda
is also a group owner and manager as well! A self starter
Vonda has started and managed several “new” events in
Southern as well as “Country Gospel” Music. These events
are fast becoming trend setters within the industry. Sheis
a graduate of The University of Alabama at Birmingham.

After graduating from Middle Ten-
nessee State University with a Mass
Communication degree, Craig Harris
has been in the journalism field for
more than 15 years, working daily as
both a photographer and writer at
one of the largest non-daily publica-
tions in the state of Tennessee. He
has experience in feature writing,
news writing, action photography,
portrait photography, web-site maintenance and layout.
Craig has been a part of numerous awards, both collective
and individual honors in the journalism field. He has had
articles published in numerous newspapers and maga-
zines on a variety of subjects, most notably in the world of
sports.

Craig's Southern Gospel interest dates back for ap-
proximately the same time span, having closely followed
the industry since the later portion of the 1990s. He also
performed for seven years with a local trio prior to joining
the SGN Scoops staff.

Charlie Griffin is an avid
gospel music fan, soloist,
teacher and speaker. He is a
staff writer for SGNScoops
featuring highlighting
Southern Gospel Music
history. You can follow
Charlie Griffin on Facebook,
Twitter or visit him at www.
CharlieGriffin.net.
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Robert York- During my childhood days
my parents took me to the Atlanta City
Auditorium for concerts hosted by War-
ren Roberts. That was the beginning
of my love for Southern Gospel music.
After 35 years | retired from USPS, during
which time | got married. My wife and
| often went to The Joyful Noise for dinner and concerts.
Every known name in Gospel Music sang there at one time
or another. After | retired, we decided to start promoting
concerts. Our goal was not only to promote our concerts,
but also to promote any Gospel concerts in our area and
attend as many as we possibly could. | came to a crossroads
in December 2013 when my wife graduated to heaven,
not knowing what to do. After much prayer God led me to
continue promoting concerts. Have promoted around 100
concerts and can't tell you how many | attended. I still enjoy
going to concerts and writing a little about the groups.

Dixie Phillips is a Dove Award
winning songwriter. Her songs
have been recorded by The
Talleys, Gordon Mote, The
Williamsons, Doug Anderson,
Susan Whisnant, The Erwins, Jay
Stone Singers, Master Promise,
Three Bridges, Endless Highway,
3 Heath Brothers, Fortress, and
many other gospel artists.

Dixie is also an Christian Editing Services Editor and Writer.
She is an award winning children’s author and ghostwriter.
She has been published by Abingdon Press, Standard Pub-
lishing, Eldridge Publishing, Gospel Music Publishing House,
and Guardian Angel Publishing.

Les Butler has been actively in-
volved in Southern Gospel Music for
40 years as a musician, producer,
manager, former publisher of the
Singing News, and as a nationally
syndicated radio host. Butler started
Butler Music Group in 1978, and
purchased Family Music Group in
2003. He is a past March of Dimes
AIR award, as well as winner of the
Paul Heil Broadcasting Award in 2011. Butler’s syndicated
radio show, Les Butler and Friends, is heard across America
and abroad. Butler's playing and production credits include
Palmetto State Quartet, Joe Mullins and the Radio Ramblers,

Fairfield Four, Steeles, Dunaways, Crabb Family, Easter
Brothers, Marksmen Quartet, Earl Scruggs, Bowling Family,
Jimmy Fortune, Marty Raybon, Larry Gatlin and many more.
Butler’s publishing companies are Hurry-Up Publishing/BMI
and Hush Jean/ASCAP.

Derek Simonis began singing
gospel music at an early age,
around the piano with his
sister,s at home and in church.
His mother, an accomplished
pianist and music teacher, was
his inspiration to sing. Derek
was saved at an early age due
to the influence of godly,
praying parents and a faithful
Sunday School teacher.
Derek formerly served as a Youth Pastor and previously sang
with Southern Harmony Quartet. For seven years, Derek also
served as a Communications Repair Section Leader for the
U.S. Army; he was member of the 1/160th SOAR (A) Night
Stalkers and served several deployments overseas.
Derek is married to his sweetheart, Jana, and they have two
boys, Daniel and Avery. The Simonis family resides in Boise,
Idaho. Derek and Jana travel and sing gospel music, having
recently released their debut album, “Blessed.”
His life's verse is Romans 12:1 which says, “l beseech you
therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God,
which is your reasonable service.” Derek’s ultimate desire is
to give his all in the service of the Lord.

Jimmy Reno began singing at
the age of four with his family
group. He has sung for The
Mystery Men quartet, Florida
Boys and Mark209. Off the
road, he spends time with my
wife, Christa, with whom he
celebrates 25 years of mar-
riage with this year. Jimmy
also enjoys spending time with his three kids and one
granddaughter.
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Kristen Stanton is a dynamic singer,
speaker, and writer. From discus-
sions on Facebook, to live concerts
on any stage, Kristen’s main focus is
to share her faith in the Lord Jesus
Christ. She says:“l was saved when |
was four years old. I've been in
church my whole life. | went to a
Christian college. | don’t have the
experiences of walking away from
God and how He brought me back.
But | do have the experience of how God continuously
reveals Himself to me... of how He answers prayer. | want
people to understand who God is so that they can be more
of a reflection of Him. My goal is to help others see God in a
way that meets every need in their life”

Following a trio of No. 1 songs from her debut project, “Des-
tiny by Design,” Kristen recently released her second

solo project, “Love As Jesus Loves”and is currently writing
songs for her new album. Kristen is also an Attorney-at-Law,
serving clients in Northwest Ohio.

During his 40 plus year careet,
Bill has developed expertise in
commercial banking, retail

banking, sales and marketing,

media, and financial consulting.

After years of being bi-voca-
tional, he was able to merge his
professional expertise and his
passion for ministry. Since
2010, Bill has been helping
churches and ministries with areas of operation. This
includes financing (construction, permanent financing,
re-financing). In addition, many organizations need help
understanding how to market their ministries and how
important it is to promote their ministries properly through
media and social networking.
Over the past 40 years, Bill has become an accomplished
gospel singer, having performed on 32 albums and pro-
duced over 200 albums for other performers. His extensive
professional credits include singing with renowned gospel
music groups including The Cathedrals, The Goffs, The Sena-
tors, and The Rhythm Masters, which performed four songs
that reached No. 1 in the gospel music charts. In addition,
Bill has received nominations for three Dove Awards and
a Gospel Music News Award. He is also known for writing
and performing the Gold Record winning song, “No Greater
Love!Bill also performed in events led by Jerry Falwell, Pat

Robinson, Rex Humbard, Billy Graham, Oral Roberts, Dr. Paul
Conn, and most recently, he performed with Governor Mike
Huckabee.

Bill studied finance at the University of Cincinnati and vocal
performance at the Conservatory of Music in Cincinnati. He
also attended seminary at Tennessee Temple University in
Chattanooga, Tennessee, and he holds a Doctor of Divinity
Degree at Heritage Baptist University in Indianapolis. Cur-
rently Bill serves on the Board of Trustees for Davis College
in Binghamton, N.Y.

John Herndon is a Kentucky native
who was raised listening to gospel
music. As a child, the Sunday morning
routine always included the Gospel
Singing Jubilee and his summers were
filled with all-day-singings-and-dinner-
on-the-ground listening to local
groups just about every Sunday. He
remembers seeing The Prophets at his
county fair when he was seven years
old and eventually, he became a huge fan of The Oak Ridge
Boys, The Imperials and J.D. Sumner and the Stamps.

John spent 20 years in the located ministry and during this
time, he began writing local sports for The Anderson News
in Lawrenceburg, Ky. For the last 16 years, he has been the
full-time sports editor of that paper. John has won over 100
awards from the Kentucky Press Association, the Society of
Professional Journalists and Landmark Community Newspa-
pers.

He loves listening to gospel music or playing one of his
guitars.

John lives in Lawrenceburg with his wife, Stephanie, and
17-year-old daughter. He has three grown children and four
grandchildren.
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Jantina Baksteen

[ live all the way overseas
in the Netherlands. I'm
married and | have three
adult children.

I grew up in a Christian
home and knew in my
early years that | wanted
to belong to Him. | surren-
dered my life to Christ was
baptized one day before |
turned 11 years old.

Somehow, the seed of loving gospel music was planted
by the style of music my parents played at home. Around
2006/2007, | was listening to Gaither homecoming music
that | found on the internet. The song, “Oh, What A Savior,”
by Ernie Haase hit me with the so-called Southern gospel
bug.

From there, I've been reading /studying all | can find. | found
the digital SGNScoops Magazine.

As | was spending so much time reading and listening
about this industry, | started praying for God to please give
me a job in the Southern gospel industry. Sometimes, |
commented to Lorraine Walker on her posts. How could she
know the longing of my heart?

But last year she asked me if | wanted to do something for
SGNScoops: the Wacky Wednesday posts online. Now | do
the “Beyond the Song” article that really has

my heart as | am reaching out to artists, asking about a cur-
rent song and having a sneak peak behind the scenes.

My name is Lyndsey Chan-
dler. 1 sing with my fam-
ily, the Chandlers. | have
wanted to get
something started to pro-
mote the youth in South-
ern gospel for a long time.
| want to say a huge thank
you to SGNScoops maga-
zine for allowing me the
opportunity to do this. | will be sharing exclusive interviews
in an effort to showcase the abilities, talents and dedication
of young artists

in Southern Gospel music. | will be offering these monthly
interviews to better acquaint you with young voices that
are growing louder in our industry.

The Chandlers travel in a ministry of singing and preaching
conducting concerts, revivals, camp meetings and confer-
ences. Their travels have taken them all over the United
States, Canada, Serbia, Poland, Slovakia, and The Philip-
pines. The group consists of Tim, Lana, and their two
daughters, Tiffany, and Lyndsey. Their ministry website is
www.thechandlersmusic.com.

Cheryl Smith describes
herself as a “passionate
disciple and follower of Jesus
Christ”” She says: “l am mar-
ried to the sweetest, most
patient man for over 30
years...Mama to one miracle
son God sent to us after 12.5
years of infertility..Home-
school Teacher who learns way more than | ever teach.l love
to spend time with my husband and son in the mountains,
sing and play Bluegrass music, and write. | am so thankful
for your visit and hope you will visit my blogs: homes-
pundevotions.com/ and biblicalminimalism.com/ It is my
goal to encourage you in your walk with Jesus and to
inspire you to let go of this world for the sake of a higher
call. Itis His call that | hope you hear. So compelling, so
intense, so far above anything this world has to offer. Itis
the call His disciples heard as they went about a normal,
ordinary day, fishing. Itis a call they could not refuse. A call
that caused them to drop everything they had and walk
away from life as they knew it, without a backward glance.
Can you hear it? Are you listening?”





www.chapelvalleymusic.com
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