27

Table of Contents
5

Publisher’s Point

6

DJ Spotlight with Troy Peach by 		
Vonda Armstrong

9

Creekside: From Dream to Reality by 		
Kristen A. Stanton

15

Kent Humphrey by Jimmy Reno

19

Keeping America Safe by Carrie
Hofmeister

22

SGNScoops Gospel Music Top 100

25

SGNScoops Bluegrass Gospel Top 10

25

SGNScoops Christian Country Top 40

27

SGNScoops New Releases Top 20

28

Isaac’s Well by Rachel Harris

33

Before or After the Concert by Charlie
Griffin

38

Bob Sellers On The Road by Robert 		
York

42

Independence Day by Christina
Beightol

45

Contributors

Our Mission

SGNScoops exists to
promote the gospel by
unveiling what is
intriguing and real
about gospel music. With
integrity, we aspire
to highlight people who
are fulfilling a call to
minister and emphasize
the music that inspires
audiences and glorifies
God.

Publisher- Rob Patz
Editor- Kristen Stanton
VP of Sales & Marketing- Vonda Armstrong
Layout/Design- Staci Schwager, Pete Schwager
Cover Design- Stephanie Kelley
Founder- Dr. Allen Smith

Have a SCOOP to share?

For news consideration, email us at

news@sgnscoops.com

Hello, and welcome to the July edition of SGN Scoops
Magazine. In the United States, July is the month that
we celebrate our freedom, so I felt it was a great topic
for this month’s Publishers Point – not just our country’s freedom, but our personal freedom. We gain
freedom, freedom from sin and the chains that hold
us captive, through our salvation by knowing Christ
as our personal savior. I’m sure all of us have heard
the scripture below many times. But how many of us
have really read it?
Galatians 5:1 says, “Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not
entangled again with the yoke of bondage.”
Let me ask you a question: if someone told you to
stand fast, what would you picture in your mind? For
me, if someone told me to stand fast, I would almost
think of myself like someone in the military guarding
a compound. I would picture that guard never relenting, never giving up no matter what.
Webster defines it as “a firm fixed position.” In your
mind you should now see that guard at the compound, ready for anything that is to come. I know
you’re saying, “Rob, how does any of this relate to
freedom?”

If you go back and read it, if we are steadfast in our
position in Christ, we will find freedom. I know the
world we currently live in pitches us to and fro each
day because there is something new that creates an
uneasy feeling in all of us. But let me tell you something, dig into your scriptures. Become steadfast.
Take time each day to pray. I believe the scripture
above is the key to living in freedom – freedom from
the chaos the world creates. Freedom from fear.
Freedom from all of the unknowns. The greatest part
is the conclusion that if we’re steadfast and we believe
that Christ is our savior, he promises to break all of
our bondage. How awesome is that!
As I close this month, not only do we celebrate freedom in the United States, but we also celebrate someone very special to me -- my mom. July is her birthday month, so if you see her, please wish her a happy
birthday. If not, some of you will get to meet her at
Creekside 2021. She’s excited and looking forward to
her first Creekside. This is also a plug for you to come
to Creekside October 24-28 at the Smoky Mountain
Convention Center in Pigeon Forge, Tennessee. For
more information, please feel free to email me at
events@sgnscoops.com or text 425-754-1147.
Until next time this is the Publishers Point.

DJ Spotlight
Troy Peach

by Vonda Armstrong
This month we had the privilege to talk with Troy
Peach at Singing News Radio. I hope you enjoy
reading about what’s going on with him and his
family these days.
Vonda Armstrong: Troy,
tell us about your career
in radio.
Troy Peach: I actually
started in radio right out
of high school. A local AM
Southern Gospel station
in Smyrna, Tennessee,
WZRS. At the time we
were the only SG station
in the Nashville market,
and we were live all day.
It was good training!
Currently, I host Southern
Gospel Mid-days, a Monday through Friday show
on Singing News Radio
Network 10AM - 3PM
CST. We have affiliates
all across the country. It
is also available on our
website and the Singing
News Radio App.

VA: If you could only play one artist all day, who
would you pick? Why?
TP: That’s a loaded question... It depends on the day
really. I’ve always leaned more to the mixed groups
in our genre. I’d probably have to say The McK-

ameys -- if it were just one. Their entire catalog of songs, not to mention the hits, but all of their songs are
full of the Truth of God’s Word. I’ve loved them, The Singing Cookes, The Spencers, since I was a kid. I knew
there was something different about their music. It had an anointing you don’t see everyday!
VA: Share your testimony.
TP: I was saved at the age of 6. People have heard me tell it before. January 6, 1984. My grandfather was
preaching an illustrated sermon on the crucifixion. I gave my heart and life to Jesus that night, and I can
honestly say, I’ve never been the same.
VA: Tell us about your family and about a favorite vacation you’ve taken in the past.
TP: My wife Katy and I have been married for 17 Years. We have twin 15 year old boys, Clayton and Shelton.
Anyone who knows me knows that I love Christmas. A couple of years ago, we were so busy that a whole
week summer vacation wasn’t in the cards. We decided to take 3 days and go to Pigeon Forge and stay at
The Christmas Place Inn. It was one of the best trips we’ve ever taken as a family. Sittin’ by the pool listening to Kenny and Dolly Christmas was heaven!!!
VA: You spent many years traveling and singing. Are you enjoying what you are doing today, or do you
miss being on the road? Any plans of traveling again?
TP: I spent almost 25 years on the road doing what I loved. God was so good to let me live out my dream
for all those years. I met Katy, we got married, sang together, had kids all in that time. God knows what
we need when we need it. He opened a door last year for me to be home more and take the Minister of
Worship position at my home church, Hillcrest Baptist, in Lebanon, Tennessee. I can’t tell you how amazing
it has been. God is moving and doing great things and I get to be home with my wife and kids everyday to
see it. My boys are growing, learning to play music,
learning to drive, and I’m home to see it all. All that
said, I’ll never lose the desire to travel and sing. It’s
in my blood. I’ve been given the freedom here at
the church to do both. There’s some things cooking... You’ll just have to wait and see...
Thanks
Troy for
sharing
with our
readers
at SGN
SCOOPS
and thank
you for all
you do in
the industry!

THANK YOU FOR REQUESTING OUR CURRENT SINGLE:

“He Won’t Just Get You by, He’ll See You Through”
Music available on Spotify, Apple Music, iTunes, Amazon
Contact us at 828-231-8002 or fieldsofgracemusic@gmail.com

Creekside From Dream to Reality

It’s About Family

by Kristen A. Stanton

The story of Creekside for owner Rob Patz really
began on a beach in Washington state. “I was praying,” Rob recalled, “and asking God to show me what
to do. I wanted to create an event that would help
both new and established ministries alike.” Rob had a
dream of growing gospel music.

which really reinforced to me the idea that I didn’t fit
in. But as I high-tailed it out of midnight prayer just
as fast as I could, three artists stopped me and reminded me that I was there for a reason. My ministry
has never been the same since.
And as many of you know by now, God had a plan to
bring Rob and I together through Creekside. I never
dreamed when I walked through the doors in 2015
that when I walked back through the doors a few
years later, I would be married to Rob.
God has used Creekside in so many ways for so
many different people. So although Rob’s plans for
Creekside started on a beach in Washington State,
God’s plan for Creekside began well before that and
involves things that we have not yet even seen come
to pass.

Creekside started off initially, in his mind at least, as
a one day event and a place to host the Diamond
Awards. However, right there while walking and
praying on the beach, God gave him vision of a
multiple day event in Pigeon Forge which is now
known as Creekside Gospel Music Convention. “It
was really cool. During that time while I was walking,
God changed my entire vision and laid out the entire
event. I went back and wrote everything down,”
Rob explained. For the most part, what you see as
Creekside is the exact model God gave him that day.
For me, I’ve always said that Creekside is more than
just an event – it’s an experience. When I first attended in 2015 as an artist, I wasn’t sure if I fit in. After all,
I was a solo artist from Ohio. My music was a little bit
different. I didn’t know anyone. I didn’t even know
the old songs they sang during midnight prayer

We want you to experience Creekside through the
eyes of both the artists and fans, so we asked several
to tell us what Creekside means to them.
Greg Sullivan, Greg Sullivan Ministries from Lou-

Sheila Blackwell, one of our longest active volunteers, believes that Creekside is a place for fellowship
and worship. “Having been a part of Creekside as a
volunteer every year, except the very first one, I have
enjoyed the fellowship, the worship and the friendship of so many new groups, individuals and visitors.
Creekside is such an inspiration. The rapport among
the artists is awesome – no jealousy, just everyone
coming together to worship the Lord! I’m excited
about and looking forward to Creekside 2021, and
sharing in this time of worship with friends.”
isiana, had this to say: “In the month of October,
gospel music artists from all over the country gather
in the Smoky Mountains for four days of camaraderie, encouragement and fellowship. That is what I
love about the great event called Creekside. I have
so many favorite things during those four incredible
days that it is very hard to pick just one. From the
daily showcases to the nightly concerts to Midnight
Prayer I enjoy it all. If you want to hear the absolute
best in southern, country and bluegrass gospel then
Creekside is the place for you. Make plans to join us
this year in Pigeon Forge, Tennessee. You’ll be glad
you did.”
Solo artist Lance Driskell from Alabama also noticed
the camaraderie during his first Creekside experience. “I love the camaraderie we all have with each
other. All the artists support each other. There’s
no competition, only support. My favorite part of
Creekside are the relationships. I have met so many
new friends that have the same interest in serving
the Lord that I have. You won’t be there and not
be blessed if you’re open to it. Whether it’s a song
someone sings, a testimony someone gives, or a one
on one conversation, you WILL be blessed.”
For Stephanie Reynaud of Gloryland from Mississippi it was the feeling of family that drew her the
most. “What I love most about Creekside is when
you come in, having never been before, you immediately are treated like you are family. It doesn’t
matter if you are new or if you have been there for
everyone, you are welcomed with open arms, and
they are glad you are there. And one thing I would
wholeheartedly tell someone who is new is to make
sure not to miss Midnight Prayer. Those intimate
moments with people who all pray for each other is
such a special time.”

Becky Harris, a fan and supporter of Creekside said,
“One of the best things is the FELLOWSHIP with
christian friends. Worshiping God in music. And
the messages that are brought. Love my Creekside
family.”
Vonda Armstrong, Artist (Hope’s Journey) and Director of Artist Relations for Creekside, has also played
a vital role in the growth of Creekside, from helping
to find new talent to approaching Rob with the idea
for Midnight Prayer. “As I told Rob many years ago,
at Creekside, we are family. It’s a special event that
everyone should experience. From the anointed
showcases, the evening concerts, midnight prayer,
and fellowship, Creekside is my favorite gospel music
convention. Come join us and you will be hooked!”

Soloist Brenda Denney from Arkansas, agrees with
Vonda that Creekside is all about family. “Creekside is
a ‘family’ event! By ‘family’ I mean everyone is treated
like they matter. There is such a sweet spirit in the
place and it is all about HIM. God is the center of it all
and his name is glorified!
Come and join us at Creekside and enjoy the fellow-

ship, and the anointed singing. We don’t need entertainment in today’s world. We need the word and the
anointing. Come to Creekside and be fed.”
Bill Creech, a gospel music fan and songwriter declares, “I love Creekside!!! All the artists are top notch
and dedicated to reaching the lost with their music
and it shows they love what they do. My favorite part
is meeting the artists and pitching my songs, and
the thrill of hearing some of my songs sung by them
on stage. I invite my friends to share an experience
of a lifetime at Creekside. It has it all in one place,
the best music, preaching, fellowship, and midnight
prayer!!! Can’t wait!!!”
The theme for so many people, artists and fans alike
is that Creekside is unlike any other event. It’s more
than a concert. It’s more than a convention. It’s more
than just great singing.
Joel Roberts of Molded Clay, one of Creekside’s newer artists from North Carolina added his thoughts.
“What I love about Creekside is the unified spirit. It’s
never about competition at Creekside. Every artist
we’ve been honored to meet there, and have gotten
to know, are truly in gospel music to win souls for
the Kingdom and to glorify God. We love the evening worship and meeting new people, both fans
and artists. If you have never been to Creekside,
come EXPECTING God to meet you and the Holy
Spirit to move!”
Another new artist, Stephanie Hager of The Hagers
from Kentucky, also believes that the feeling of fellowship and family is prevalent
at Creekside. She loves the great singing
and being able to minister the gospel in
song to those who are there, both fans and
artists alike. “You hear some of the best
gospel music in the world, and it’s so great
to meet all of the artists who sing!”
Jamie Shaw, of Ezekiel’s Call, loves the
feeling of family. “The thing I love the most
about Creekside is the hashtag we use,
#Wearefamily. A lot of times you will go to
an event and see their slogan and quickly
see that it was just for advertising purposes. At Creekside, we make this the main
focus of our week. It doesn’t matter if you

matter what ‘level’ they’re on, and the way everyone
supports each other. I love the relaxed atmosphere
of the whole event, the fun of the showcases, the Diamond Awards, and of course, the evening concerts
are awesome! And after missing Creekside last year,
I can’t wait to get back...be warned, I’m going to hug
EVERYBODY!”
Paula Hendrick, Guest Relations (and the one who
puts together those VIP bags you get every year),
had this to say: “Each year there’s an excitement
focused on October. You may ask what would be
are a regular, brand new group, or someone sitting in happening in October to be excited about? Well, it’s
the audience supporting the artists. I look forward to
this event every year! I would have to say, my favorite part of the event is midnight prayer. It is a little
hidden gem within Creekside that I want everyone
to know about! It is an amazing feeling, seeing God
show up during this time. Everyone is tired, hungry,
worn down and just wants to go to bed. Then, everyone starts praying, and God starts moving, and we
have church all over again! I encourage anyone who
has not had the opportunity to attend Creekside,
come out and join us for a night… or five! You won’t
be disappointed!”
Melissa Evans, soloist from Tennessee, also remarked
on the support of other artists as well as the move
of the Spirit during midnight prayer. “One of my
favorite things about Creekside is how much love
the artists have for one another. In 2019, I was blown
away by the love and support I felt from other artists.
They were genuinely excited to see me, pray with
and for me, and interested in what God was doing
in my ministry. Midnight prayer was amazing. You
could feel the presence of God in the room. Tears
were flowing down many cheeks as we sang together, prayed together, and worshipped together. For
those of you that have not had the opportunity to
attend Creekside, you are missing a HUGE blessing
from the Lord!”
Lottie Squires, DJ at WCKB in North Carolina, is a
big supporter of Creekside. You can usually find
her sitting in the front row of both the showcases
and evening concerts alike with a pen and paper in
hand. “Creekside! Just saying the name makes me
happy!” Lottie stated. “I love the music, obviously,
but I really love seeing friends there each year! I love
that every artist is treated with the same respect, no

something that can bring happiness to your heart,
put a smile on your face and it’s contagious. It’s a
time of singing, worship and fellowship with friends,
praying, crying and drawing closer to God. I’m
talking about Creekside Gospel Music Convention. I
have been involved with Creekside for about 7 years
or so and I still get excited each year. I feel very blessed to be a part of this event. I think back on all that
I have witnessed God do in each part of Creekside,
from the daytime showcases when there was humble worship and thankfulness to the evening singing’s where the altar would be full of God’s children
praying and lives being changed and midnight
prayer where everybody’s tired and you think I’m just
going to pray and leave BUT GOD had other plans
and you are still at midnight prayer at 2 AM praying
and worshipping and you feel renewed. The crowd
favorite Diamond Awards is always a fun night. No
matter what part of Creekside is your favorite just remember that it truly should be all about Him. If you
have never been a part of Creekside, this is your personal invitation to join us this year in Pigeon Forge,
Tennessee, on October 24-28. I certainly hope to see
you in October, I’ll be the blonde up front waiting to
greet you.”

Matthew Browder summed it up best: “I love
Creekside because it’s not just a concert. I’ve experienced church at Creekside. The freedom of the Spirit
of The Lord is evident! Where the spirit of The Lord is
there is liberty!”
I don’t know of anyone who has come to Creekside
with an open heart who has left with anything but
a full spirit, ready to tackle the problems of daily life
and armed for spiritual battle. God will meet you
wherever you are and give you exactly what you
need. God has a plan for Creekside, and He has a
plan for you.
So although I was ready to pack up and leave back
in 2015 when I thought I didn’t fit, I stayed. Although
I felt like I didn’t fit in, I did. I was part of the family.
And as soon as you walk through our doors, you will
be too.
Creekside is more than just an event. It’s an experience. And it’s a place where we really truly all are
family.

Then and Now:

This is Kent Humphrey

By: Jimmy Reno

Growing up in a home where his Dad sang southern gospel, Kent Humphrey developed a love for
music very early on.
“My dad traveled in a regional group for years.
When I was around 8 or 9, they started letting me
sing a song every night. Growing up and in high
school, it was hard to focus on those days. Sports,
I played basketball, but music was what I couldn’t
get my mind off of,” he said.
With musical influences such as Kenny Hinson, Kent
was completely immersed in his love for gospel
music. “When I was a kid, the Hinsons were hot and
Kenny [Hinson] he’s just a singer’s singer. He’s just
one of the greatest voices to ever come along. But I
love music of all styles. I’m a huge Chicago fan. I’ve
seen them like 15 times. It blows me away every
time but I grew up around quartet music and that’s
who I really looked up to,” he explained.
Kent’s professional career would begin when he
was hired by Ed O’Neal in 1981 as the lead singer
for The Dixie Melody Boys. The band would later
shift more towards a country style and go by the
name DMB Band.
The first song Kent was featured on with the Dix-

ie Melody Boys at just 17 years old was “Antioch
Church Choir” which proved to be a radio hit. The
single was off of the group’s Oh What A Feeling
album in 1982. This song remains the only number
1 song in the group’s 50 plus years of singing.
“It [DMB Band] was way ahead of its time. We didn’t
set out honestly to forge a genre of music. We were
just trying to do something different and the vocal
line up just leaned to that style of music. We already had a full band, and we added another piece.
It’s kind of a yin and yang. You had a lot of southern
gospel people who did not accept what we did, but
we had a lot of people who did. Back in that day,
you lived and died by radio and we had no home
in radio. We were too edgy for southern gospel
and too country for contemporary christian. The
dates just weren’t coming in, but it wasn’t from a
lack of people enjoying the music. Since we started
back as Jackson Heights, we get comments weekly
about how much they loved our music and glad we
are back together,” he said.
Kent moved on to the Midsouth Boys. “At that time
Midsouth was still called Midsouth Boys and they
were just moving into the country style and they
were big fans of The DMB Band.

“Midsouth Boys actually hired my brother as the
drummer before I went with them. My brother Darren joined them during the Shoulder To Shoulder
CD which had “Tabernacle” on it so he had joined
them a few months before I did, so we ended up in
the band along the same time. I knew a few chords
on the guitar at the time. I had played a little bit of
guitar with DMB but not much. Obviously I had to
know a lot more playing with Midsouth and I had
about 2 weeks to learn, and I remember Bobby All
saying why don’t you just come sit in the studio
with me and let me show you some things and that
was just priceless for me,” he recalled.
Midsouth would have a lot of success even crossing
over into secular country with some of their songs
and doing major appearances on TV like the former
channel The Nashville Network.
For a period after Midsouth, Kent left the road and
served as a Worship Pastor at New Life Chapel in
West Chester, Ohio.
As with many artists who have toured professionally, the road continued to be a draw for him.
“Working on a church staff was a totally different
animal. One of the things with being on the road is
you meet different people every night and you’re in
different cities. I always loved that part of traveling.
So being in one location was just really hard for me.
I remember when I was really praying about it, I
talked to my Pastor and I said, ‘you know I’ve really
got this opportunity,’ and I had told God a long time
ago that I never wanted to work on a church staff.
I don’t want to ever do it and please don’t ever ask
me to do it. But I had come to this point and been
offered a position. My Pastor told me I would have
to transition because being an Entertainer and
being on the road I knew had to talk to a crowd and
sense when things weren’t going right and to shift
and bring those people with me. He said as a Worship Pastor I couldn’t allow myself to do that. You
have to lead the people in worship and let God do
what God does. A few weeks into doing it, I realized
he was exactly right. You can’t manipulate Worship.
You have to let God move and people worship in
their own way. I did enjoy my time doing it though.”
During the period of being off the road, his children
had reached the age of needing him home more. “It

was all perfect timing that God brought it about
the way He did,” he explained.
Then a few years ago, Kent received a call from
McCray Dove, formerly of The Dove Brothers
Quartet and Dixie Melody Boys, and he asked if
he would be willing to do a reunion concert of
the DMB Band.
“He asked me if he got the other guys to say yes,
would I be willing to come back to Kinston, North
Carolina, for a reunion concert because he was a
big fan of the DMB band and never got to see us
live. So we all met up and did a big rehearsal and
played the show the next night. It was just like
we had never stopped doing it. We had so much
fun that for the next 2 years we took the tour out
on the road for 10 days one time each year and
we were still calling ourselves The DMB Band.
So we started talking about it on the road and
decided if we were going to get serious about
doing it, then we needed to start fresh with a
new name. Jackson Heights was an area outside
of Kinston we had all lived in so we decided to
take that as our name.”
Currently Jackson Heights has two albums out:
No More Looking Back and This Thing Called
Life. The latter one was released in late 2019 so
Covid-19 prevented the group from promoting
the album much with live shows in 2020.
As things have been opening back up, the band
has found people excited to be back out at
church and attending concerts. Kent stated, “Our
first goal is always sharing the message of Jesus
Christ and having a relationship with Him, but to
do that I think you have to do your best to be as
excellent as you can be in every other area so you
can drive the message back to where you want it
to be.”
With plans to go back into the studio in the fall
of this year, Jackson Heights is excited about
the future and is looking forward to sharing
their music. Kent is a prolific songwriter and has
penned the majority of the band’s music.
“On the No More Looking Back album, there’s a
song I wrote called ‘Hear My Prayer.’ That’s a real

personal song for me. It came out of a time for me
where I was coming to the Lord about where I was
and had begun to feel like He wasn’t hearing my
prayer. The whole song basically was my prayer,” he
shared.
Jackson Heights is one of the few groups to use all
live vocals and live instrumentation with a full band
in Southern gospel or Christian Country.
Kent played a role in two different bands who were
at the forefront of what is now Christian Country
music. He and others have helped form a path for
artists to sing Christian music with a country sound.
In 2018, he was awarded the “Living Legend Award”
from the Inspirational Country Music Association.

Keeping
America
Safe
By Carrie Hofmeister
(Photo by Jack O’Rourke on Unsplash)
I have come up with a million ways to begin this
article and it comes down to the simplest thing: Boy,
times have changed! I may only be 33 years old, but
even since I was a kid, there are so many things that
are different now than they were then. I remember
idolizing the police and being taught to respect
them. To me, they were just as high up there as the
President. How reassuring it was to know that in
times of trouble, there was just three numbers you
could dial, and, in an instant, somebody was there to
help.
I remember when I was about 4 years old, there was
an altercation with my then stepdad towards my
mom. My 9-year-old brother snuck out to the neighbors to call the police. He then snuck back in to grab
me and wait for the police to arrive. I’ll never forget
the immediate relief I felt once I saw the police cars
pull up in front of my house. I knew I was safe, and I
knew they were there to protect me, my brother, and
my mom.
I will also never forget the amount of times my mom
got pulled over as a kid and how it always amazed
me that she never once got a ticket! I remember
asking her what her secret was, and she told me, “Always be respectful and honest.” Now, I wish I could
say that that has worked for me, but unfortunately,

I have never gotten off without a ticket. So, she may
not have told me all her secrets!
All kidding aside, I’m pretty sure that you would all
agree with me in saying that in today’s world, it’s
not like that. It seems almost weekly that we either
hear of protests against the police, trials involving a
police officer, or racism accusations against one. Am
I saying that every single police officer is good? No.
But let me ask you a question. Is every single pastor
in the world good? Is every Sunday school teacher
good? Is every parent good? If you are being totally
honest with yourself, then I would assume you said
no.
I will be honest and say that it has absolutely disgusted and angered me with the way that the world
is dehumanizing all police officers. They used to
be our place of safety and comfort, and now they
are the ones that have to live in fear and walk on
eggshells. Instead of children and teenagers being
taught to respect them, they are taught to immediately be on the defense.
I wanted to find a way to spread awareness on this
matter and show police officers in a light that most
people don’t get to see. So, I messaged a lot of them
in the hopes of finding one that would be willing to

talk to me. I got a lot of no’s, as most did not want to
be in the spotlight or draw any attention to themselves as they have enough negative attention to
last them for years. Just as I was about to give up on
being able to do this article, I got an email back from
an officer who would like to remain anonymous for
various reasons. What I can say is that he has over 30
years of experience, has worked his way up to Commanding Officer, and is deeply passionate about his
career. To remain anonymous, we will call him Officer
Bob.
One of the very first things he said to me was that
back in the day people did exactly what they were
told to do. They would get pulled over, an officer
would ask them to get out of the car and put their
hands up, and get this…….THEY DID IT! No questions asked. Even when there were times that it
wasn’t the right car, the officer would then apologize
and explain that they were looking for somebody
else, and people were relieved that they didn’t get a
ticket. In today’s world, the most common thing that
people say about being pulled over is, “They stopped
me for no reason.” Officer Bob goes on to explain,
“If you know the traffic law, you don’t need to ever
stop a car for no reason. You have a reason to stop
just about any car. Air pressure on a tire, taillight out,
whatever. There’s so many cars to stop that there is
no reason to stop a car for no reason.”
For example, if there is an armed robbery that involves a red sedan and somebody drives by in a red
Impala, they have reason and enough suspicion to
stop and investigate if it is the right suspect. It all
comes down to if you are in that same area at that
same time, an officer will stop to see if it is the right
person. If it isn’t, they apologize, and you and the
officer can then go your separate ways. Where it
becomes a problem is when the person jumps out of
the car screaming and yelling, “Why are you stopping
me?” And they want to fight the officer. Then, the
suspicion continues with the officers thinking that
maybe they do have the right car.
Understanding the law as a citizen is one of the most
important things that we can do to help spread
awareness in what officers have the right to do. In
the case of Terry v. Ohio, it was established by the
Supreme Court that you must have reasonable
suspicion that there is criminal activity afoot. This

means that it just occurred, is about to occur, etc.
This doesn’t mean that you can resist a police officer
if you are not in the wrong. If you decide to walk
away and try and get in your car, they then have the
right to arrest you for resisting a police officer. YOU
HAVE TO COMPLY. “You don’t know what’s going on,
but it only has to be in the mind of the police officer,”
says Officer Bob. If a police officer had to have proof
on video or audio for every little thing, they would
never arrest anybody.
When asked what the number one thing is that we
can do to help police officers, his answer was to comply. “Compliance is key, and people don’t realize that.”
This means that when you are pulled over – even
though you may not understand why -- you comply.
You do what is asked of you, and soon enough, you
can go on your way without any altercations.
Another issue raised is when an officer gets physical
themselves. Any time an officer must shoot his gun
or throw a punch in self-defense, he is immediately shamed. “Anytime an officer’s in a fight, there’s
always a gun available, and that’s the officers.” About
25% of officers are killed with their own gun. That’s
1 out of 4. “Every punch an officer throws is a fight
to save his life,” states Officer Bob. With social media these days, everything is caught on camera.
But what you don’t see is what led to the fight. You
didn’t see the person trying to grab the officer’s gun.
You didn’t see the person kicking and punching the
officer trying to get away. You didn’t see the officer
chasing the person down before he could get him
to the ground. You see what people want you to see.
Not the truth.
During a protest against the police in a city in Michigan, a police officer asked a woman that was protesting how many people she thinks they kill in that
town. “I’ll bet it’s 10 a night,” she said. That’s 3,650 in
that city over the course of a year that she thinks the
police are killing. Here’s the truth: in the last twenty-five years, in this city, they have fatally caused the
death of four people. Every one of those four people
had shot at the officer first.
Having been in this field for over thirty years, Officer
Bob has never shot anyone during his time. Now, he
can’t tell you how many times he has come close,
because there has been a lot. But they don’t WANT

to shoot because it affects them no matter who
they are. Let’s say we were to line up 100 officers
who have shot and killed somebody justifiably. This
means they were cleared, put back on the job and
all set to go. Eighty of those 100 officers would quit
their job within the next few years. This is a statistic
of 4 out of 5 officers quit their job when they justifiably take the life of another human being because it
takes too much of an emotional toll on them. Does
that sound like somebody who is a racist and hates
people? Does that sound like somebody who just
chose this profession so they could take the lives of
others?
Look at a terrorist. They are conditioned to take the
lives of others and sometimes themselves. But do
you think they lose sleep at night because of it? No,
because they are conditioned to do so. Officers are
not conditioned to do that. They are conditioned to
take a life if they HAVE to, but because they don’t
really want to, it has a dramatic affect on them. “We
aren’t soldiers where we just blindly shoot into a
machine gun nest.” “Most police shootings are about
7 yards and inside.”
One of the most common things that we all hear
today with police officers is that they are racist.
People automatically jump to the conclusion that if
they are being pulled over that they are either being
“harassed” or it’s because of their race. “If you repeat
something often enough, it becomes the truth.” This
is what Officer Bob said regarding when he really
noticed a change with the racism accusations. “The
police profession is probably one of the least racist
professions there are.” When you call 911, the police
or fire department doesn’t say, “Wait, what color
are they? Oh, they’re Hispanic? Then I’m not going.”
Nobody says that. They are going to help no matter
what race you are. I love Officer ‘s statement: “We are
trying to save and impact as many lives as we can.”
When an officer stops a car for whatever reason, unless that car is coming head on towards them, they
rarely know what gender they are, let alone race.
Especially at night, until they get right up to the window, most of the time they don’t even know what
race the person is. “I’ve gotten up to the car before
and found an 11-year-old kid. I had no idea who was
driving the car.” He was just stopping him because he
ran through a stop sign.

Officer Bob challenged me and now I want to challenge you. Next time you’re driving at night and
you’re either at a stop sign or a red light, look at a car
that is coming through a green light and see if you
can see what sex and race they are.
I could seriously go on and on with this article and
I am a little bummed that I can’t give you all of the
statistics that were given to me. But I want to close
with this. Let’s be better together about being more
educated and knowledgeable about the law and the
police field. If you have questions, go to your local
station, and ask. Call and see if you can set up a class
to learn about statistics and educate local people on
this matter. Teach your kids the key to compliance
and respect. Let’s remember that the police are hired
to do a job and that’s to keep us safe. When we comply, we help keep the community safer and better.
Our country was founded on the rule of law. Without
it, we have no freedom but instead reside in mass
chaos. As Christians, it’s important that we stand
strong and live and lead by example. Together, we
can keep America safe.
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2-Fold

The Story of Isaac’s Well
By: Rachel Harris

If you’ve never heard the story of Isaac’s Well, you’re
going to get it two fold today.
First, the story of Isaac’s well in the Bible is found in
the book of Genesis in the 26th chapter, verses 18
through 26.
And later on, I will introduce to you the group
Isaac’s Well: their beginning, their influences, their
stories.
The Biblical account recalls how Isaac and his servants redug the wells that the Israelites had dug in
the days of Abraham, his father. The Philistines had
stopped up the wells to clog and pollute the water
to keep this place from being a useful place for the
Israelites. So Isaac’s servants dug in the valley and
found a well of springing water.
The Bible recounts how the herdsmen of Gerar
fought with Isaac’s herdsmen, claiming that the
water was theirs. Gerar was a lodging place of the
Philistines – it was a place that didn’t want God,
not the true God anyway. So Isaac named the place
Esek, meaning contention.
So they dug another well, and the people of Gerar
wanted that well too. Isaac,called the name of that
well Sitnah, meaning hostility. They left that well
and proceeded to dig yet another well. This time no
one came to try and claim the well. It seemed to be
too far away or unwanted by the people of Gerar.
Isaac named the well Rehoboth, meaning open
space.
Genesis 26:24 describes how the Lord then ap-

peared to Isaac in a dream saying, “ I am the God
of Abraham thy father: fear not, for I am with thee,
and will bless thee, and multiply thy seed for my
servant Abraham’s sake.”
The Israelites were in an open space. The place
where God had led them. A place that had recently been restored to bring restoration to them as a
people.
Now let’s shift from the story of Isaac’s well to our
focus today which is our group Isaac’s Well made
up of members Randall Mull (Tenor/ lead), Melody
Mull (High Alto), Myron Bishop (Bass) and Lenior
Bishop (Baritone).
When asked what the scripture in Genesis 26:1826 means to their group and why they chose that
particular name, Randall Mull replied, “It’s all about
Isaac moving through the land and God making a
way, God gave them another place; God provided
another well. The scripture applied to us personally; it just fit. It’s really a God thing, our prior history
was with a group called Soul Vision”
In 2015, After Soul Vision began to feel like more
of a profession than a calling, they resigned. They
needed a fresh start and decided to start another
group. But they didn’t have a name yet. So they
began combing through the scriptures for a name.
Everything that they came up with was already
taken, so they prayed and God answered.
Apparently, they weren’t the only ones with a new
group name on their minds. Randall’s cousin, who

soon.
Singing on the road brings with it a plethora of experiences – the good, the bad, the joys, the tears –
those memorable moments. Isaacs Well has shared
with us just a few of them:
Most embarrassing moments on stage?
Randall recalled the time that the wrong song was
played . You see, Myron Bishop wrote a song on
their first CD called “He’s Coming Back” and Randall
Mull wrote a song called “Ready to Go.” As Randall
puts it, “Both songs are up tempo and the kick
off instrumental is very close sounding. We were
packed out at a church, and the track started for
“He’s Coming Back” and I started singing “Ready To
Go.” Needless to say, we had to stop the song. As
is a realtor, was out selling houses and came to a
soon as it stopped, everyone on stage started rollbig gate. The name on the gate read “Rehaboth.”
ing in laughter -- that is everyone but me!”
They looked up the name and read the scripture.
Hardest thing that they had experienced as a group
According to Randall, “It was like God laid it right in
was?
our lap.” They knew their prayers had been anRandall said, “In almost 6 years of traveling for the
swered.
Lord the hardest thing that we have gone through
When they were trying to find singers, they put ads
as a group would be when our dearest friend’s
out locally and regionally and interviewed several
mom went home to be with the Lord. She loved our
people until finally interviewing his own daughter,
group and was a blessing to us. We were asked to
Melody, for the alto part. Melody, who was 15 years
sing at her homegoing and although we wouldn’t
old at the time and is now 21 years old, wanted to
have had it any other way, it was very emotional
audition, but Randall didn’t know it until he came
and tough for us to do.”
home one evening.
How did Covid affect Isaac’s Well?
When he walked in the door, he was met by his wife
“We are seeing things start to rebound in that
and his daughter.
more churches are calling that have postponed. Of
“You tell him,” said his wife.
course, everyone is trying to book their homecom“No Mom, you tell him,” Melody responded.
ing so we are going to go where God opens the
“What is it?” Randall asked.
door and leads, and we pray that the lost will come
Melody inquired, “Why can’t I have an audition?”
to know the only one that saves, and his name is
“You want an audition? OK, you learn the part, and
Jesus!”
you can have an audition,” Randall stated.
Randall Mull added, “We are thankful that only one
“She auditioned, and it was amazing; the harmony
member contracted Covid, our stage and sound
was just amazing,” he recalled.
man who we nicknamed Mr. Fix-it. David Buckner
Isaac’s Well doesn’t show partiality to any one memjust recovered and came out of quarantine the 6th
ber of their group . They are all a team and they are
of May. God was protecting his own and we give
all equal. Randall Mull, Melody Mull, Myron Bishop,
Him all the glory for David’s recovery. I would like to
and David Buckner are the founding members of
say this, David is a founding member of Isaac’s Well
the group. They all have other jobs and responsiand without him, we couldn’t do what we do. Albilities outside of the ministry but they somehow
though he is not on stage, his talents equal that of
balance their schedules .
anyone that is on stage and I personally don’t know
Two of the members of their group are songwriters
of a group that includes their sound man on their
with totally different writing styles. Myron writes
CD cover; that’s what he means to this group!”
with a bluegrass music flair while Randall has a style
Have you ever been confused with The Isaacs?
that closely resembles that of his mentor Ronnie
Randall stated, “About 4 ½ to 5 years ago we had
Milsap. They currently have three CD projects and
a friend. She was a follower of the group and had
are beginning tracking on their fourth CD very

every CD. Her brother came to one of our sings and
loved us too. He went to a church that had monthly sings. During a business meeting at his church,
he took a CD in front of the whole church to see
if they would be willing to have our group there.
There was just one little problem-- he got the name
confused. He said, ‘I just heard the most awesome
group; we just need to get them, Pastor.’ The Pastor
said, ‘Well, what’s the name of the group?’ ‘The Isaacs,’ he said enthusiastically. The Pastor’s wife said,
‘It’s not the Isaacs; it’s Isaac’s Well!’”
Isaac’s Well has been influenced by many groups
over the years, both well known groups and unknown alike. However, their biggest influences and
inspiration can be found right where they live in the
mountains of Western North Carolina. The area that
they live in is home to The Kingsmen,The Inspirations,and the Primitive Quartet and according to
Isaac’s Well,”It doesn’t get any better than that!”
Randall remarked, “I think I can speak for Myron,
and I know it’s true for me, had it not been for our
mothers and their talents and the fact that they
took us to church, we wouldn’t be the people we
are today. There were multiple musicians playing
and many families singing, including ours. We’re so
thankful that we were exposed to that atmosphere

at an early age. Our mothers also took us to all
night sings where we could hear The Inspirations,
The Kingsmen, The Happy Goodmans,and Wendy
Bagwell and the Sunliters. As far as other groups
that have inspired us, my personal favorite has
been a tie between The Hinsons and The Rambos.
Myron has always loved The Inspirations, as well as
myself, and Melody loves anything by 11th Hour.”
Let me now tie the two-fold meaning together. Just
like in biblical times, the enemies we face will always try to keep us from being useful for God. They
will seek to stop us, hinder us, and pollute us with
the ways and things of this world.
You see, they are seeking for a well that has pure,
everlasting, peaceful waters, and they keep running
to wells full of polluted waters; waters that run dry
and never satisfy. They don’t know that the very
well, the very water, that they seek -- “the living water” -- can only be found in the Lord Jesus Christ. For
those of you who already know the Lord, don’t we
still have the tendency to run to the dry wells? To
seek after things that don’t really matter? Or even
things that may be harmful to us?
The Lord can and does make a way for you! In fact,
the very word Rehaboth means open spaces. The
Lord knows the plans He has for us, closes doors

that need to be closed,separates us from places,
people, or things that we need to be separated
from, and gives us a hope for the future.
I’m sure you’ve felt that same striving before when
you’re not quite in the right place. You’re trying to
serve the Lord, but you’re afraid to go where he’s
asked you to go. Maybe you’ve been shut down
like the Israelites and you’re wondering if this is the
place that God wants you. Just keep going! If you’re
obedient to Him He will bring you to your Rehaboth --your open space. And He will bring about
the plans He has just for you.
And like he did for the Israelites at Isaacs well, and
like he did for the ministry Isaacs Well, He will renew
us from the inside out to create more and more
space for Him to work in us and through us for his
plans and his purposes.
Isaacs Well is excited about what the Lord is doing
in their lives and in their group. They are looking
forward to singing this year and in 2022 at many
different Churches and events such as Singing in
the Smokies, Creekside, The Winoma Stuart Memorial Sing, and will also be making an appearance at
the Rocky Morris Pavilion. Whether you like Southern Gospel,Country Gospel or a little Bluegrass,
they blur the lines and draw inspiration for all three.

Isaacs Well has a little something for everyone .
As the saying goes, “They aren’t in it for the income,
they are in it for the outcome.” Randall says, “We
don’t go in it to make a buck; we go in it to serve
the Lord. Seeing someone get saved or have revival
in their life is second to none.”
To book Isaac’s Well in your area you can contact
them via their Facebook page or their website
www.isaacswell.com, or you can call Randall Mull at
828-974-6817.
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Before or After the Concert,
Where are we Eating?
by Charlie Griffin
There are some givens for gospel music singers and
fans. Road trips, clothing, planning, friendships and
good gospel music go hand in hand. Oh! And food.
There is one thing for sure, and it does not matter
who it is, a singer, fan, friend, or family we will eat
around a gospel singing event.

Distance – or as it is better called a “road trip” – is not
an issue if we love the groups that are singing because
it is now an event. “A must attend” concert of the
year is where we will block the calendar, plan the trip,
complete with hotel, sight-seeing and the best places
to eat. It may not be a church homecoming, but it is a
given that we all eat after or even before the concert.
Food is definitely part of the planning.
Before the concerts there are the traditional chain
eateries. You know the national chains of Applebee’s,
Chili’s, Ryan’s, Golden Corral and the list goes on
and on. They are the perfect place to sit down with a
group and just tell those “you should have been there”
stories. It is funny to watch other patrons lean into a
gospel singing party. The joy and fun is contagious in
any setting.
Cracker Barrel is the happening place now when on a
gospel music road trip for the before concert hungers.
You just never know who you will run into when you

step in the old country store – singers, musicians, and
other fans. It seems more people enjoy the Cracker
Barrel flavor of home in today’s hectic times than ever
before. There again, food and gospel music go hand
in hand.
The laughter of friends who share the realness of the
music, message, and conviction really makes it an
event within itself. It is a time of family and friends
no matter where you dine. There are moments of
praise reports about something that is common to
us all. When prayers are answered, we have more to
celebrate when we gather at a restaurant. Recently
server Lisa at Daniel Boone Inn said, “Y’all come in
and make my day. It’s ‘God is Good Time’ when y’all
are here.”
There are certain places where the concert becomes
a real homecoming platform of sorts. These annual events are gathering places for friends seen only
during that time. It is where people tailgate or picnic
at Hominy Valley with the Primitive Quartet or at
the Breaks Singing in Virginia. The Singing in the
Smokies or the Singing Echoes Blue Springs Valley
concerts where the weeklong events have campers for
the duration. Or when people take their Sunday or
Saturday picnic lunch and enjoy the all-day singing

alive.

at the North Carolina State Singing Convention in
Benson, North Carolina, or at the Balls Creek Camp
meeting Saturday Gospel Sing in Catawba, North
Carolina. The list can be lengthy when you look
across the country at these unique but special gospel
music concerts. Any outdoor summer concert is the
catalyst for a singing tailgate-picnic party before, and
most likely after, the singing.
,Carroll Cooke of Lowesville Gospel Concerts in
Lowesville/Stanley, North Carolina, has a working
partnership with Everest Grill. Concert goers can go
by the eatery before and after the concert to enjoy
some local food. When they tell the staff they are
going or attended the concert, Everest Grill donates
to the concert fund to support and keep gospel music

There are food stations that are iconic with gospel
music. For many years in the south Waffle House has
been the destination place where friends meet, greet
and eat. With limited seating the breakfast fare is the
popular place after the sing. As Charlie Burke often
said, “Son, there’s free entertainment in here, just
look around.” Add iHop, Denny’s, Bob Evans, Huddle
House, Perkins Family Restaurant, Shoney’s, Steak
and Shake, and you cover many of the late-night food
destinations found near a gospel concert venue or
church.

If you are in the building and the staff sees a bus pull
in the parking lot, you will hear screams and see waiters locking doors till they count 7 people getting off
the bus. You will hear them say, “That bus scared us.”
Now let’s not forget the drive through fast food joints.
There have been many instances where the bus would
pull in the parking lot and each member (all seven)
would walk through the drive though lane to get a
“bite to eat” at What A Burger, Cook Out, In and Out,
Jack in The Box, McDonalds, Carl’s Jr./Hardees or any
other fast-food purveyor. If outside seating is available and the weather is good, there is a gathering at
2:00 in the morning that is just as much fun as being
inside. Just ask an “on the road” gospel singer about
their drive through walks to get a firsthand experience.
Now there are certain drivers (car or bus) that just
know when the sign is on and that becomes the place
to be. The “Hot Now” sign draws most any gospel
singer into a Krispy Kreme Donut shop. Dunkin’ Donuts or Starbucks have been added to the list to fulfill
the sweet tooth and the caffeine need.

Skyline Chili in the Cincinnati, Ohio, region. Elliston
Place Soda Shop or Arnold’s Country Kitchen in
Nashville, Tennessee, Collegiate Café, Gainesville,
Georgia, Arnold’s Old-Fashioned Hamburgers in
Tulsa, Oklahoma, Gus’ World-Famous Fried Chicken
in Memphis, Tennessee, City Café Diner in Chattanooga, Tennessee, The Golden Pigeon in Bridgeton,
New Jersey.

Over the years, local eateries have become the pit stop
favorites. Tony Gore’s BBQ in Sevierville, Tennessee,
welcomes the hungry gospel music fan. His restaurant
is an integral part of the Chuck Wagon Gang Homecoming festivities with the Foothills Quartet and has
been for several years now.
There are true hole in the wall places that are gospel
music favorites across America including Snack Bar
in Hickory, North Carolina, Dianne’s Dairy Center in
Newton, North Carolina, or Zack’s Hotdogs in Burlington, North Carolina, Edna’s Restaurant in Chatsworth, Georgia, Chicken King in Hernando, Florida,

the table time the dessert. It is in these moments
where we are able to connect with family and friends,
sharing the good times that make gospel music singing an event to remember.

The local church has not been left out. After many
concerts there are celebrations that take the form of
watermelon cuttin’s, ice cream socials, soup and sandwiches, pancake suppers, pot luck dinners or finger
foods, etc. Church homecomings set the tone many
years ago and continue to do so today.
And when the time is tight, any tenured gospel singer
or driving fan knows to get to the local truck stop.
Pilot Flying J, Truck Stops of America, Loves Truck
Stops, Bowlin Travel Centers, Dixie Travel Plazas,
Roady’s Truck Stops among countless others are
where you will grab a sandwich on the go, fuel the
bus, and have some conversation about the 671 Detroit or Cumming engine with Allison Transmission
with the rig on the other side of the pump.
Food and gospel music go hand in hand. Together,
the combination makes the event even more special
– if that is possible. The time shared with family and
friends singing a gospel song, clapping hands, laughing, worshipping and just being blessed is what makes

Regardless of when the singing is (before or after the
meal), there
is something
to be said
about gospel
music and
food. The
question is
simple, before or after
the concert
where are
we eating?

Bob Sellers
On The Road
ROLL TIDE. If you’ve ever met Bob Sellers you must
first say “Roll Tide” and you will be a welcome friend.
Bob was born in Tuscaloosa, Alabama, the home of
University of Alabama where he attended. His home
town is Gordo, Alabama, which is a small community about thirty minutes west. He currently lives in
Carrollton, Alabama. While attending Gordo High
School, he met his sweetheart, Kansas, who he later
married.
Sellers said, “When I was too young to remember, my
mom would take my sister Stephanie and I to sing harmony with her, and we would sing in our home church
as a trio. I was saved at eight years old in a revival
service, where my grandfather Paul Sellers was preaching. I am most blessed to have been born and raised
in a Christian home, to my parents Robert and Helen
Sellers. Everything I’ve ever known about singing
gospel music came from my mom.” Groups like The
Kingsmen, Gold City and Cathedrals influenced his
life growing up. Bob quit singing around twelve until

by Robert York

he was 20 because he was so shy.
Everything changed when he was at the home of his
high school sweetheart whom he was dating. He discovered her collection of accompaniment tracks and
they started a conversation about singing. She talked
him into doing a duet with her at her home church,
and that sparked Bob’s interest in singing. After graduating from the University of Alabama with a degree
in finance, he married Kansas Kernop on June 6, 1998.
They now have three children, Codey, Ellie and Will.
Sellers stated, “My Dad had a 43 year career in banking and I started working with him part-time when
I was still in high school, but my dream was to sing
gospel music full-time.”
Bob started his first group, Capstone Quartet, that
sang on the weekends. He met The Kingsmen while
singing with his quartet. His granddad died in 2000,
and a year later, he promoted his first concert the Rev.
Paul E. Ellers Memorial Concert with The Kingsmen

That hit me like a ton of bricks.”
In 2018 he left The Kingsmen and started a solo career
during which time he sang on occasion with The Old
Time Preachers Quartet.
In the music industry, Sellers’ most admired person is
Squire Parsons. He explained, “When Squire enters a
room where the rest of us are hanging out, everyone
seems to sit up a little straighter, adjust their tie and
so on. His life and career are above reproach and he’s
always so kind that he just has earned a different level
of respect from everyone. I’ve never heard a negative
word about him.”
being the featured artist. Later being invited to fill in
for them when they were in Alabama, he said, “I knew
all their songs anyway, so that night felt like we’d sung
together for years. In hindsight, I know that God was
preparing both me and them for things to come.” In
November 2011 he received a call from Ray Dean
Reese and was asked to fill in on some upcoming
weekends. He didn’t realize at the time that Reese was
actually auditioning him for their regular lead singer
position. A couple of weeks later, he became the lead
singer where he remained for the better part of seven
years.
The first songs Sellers remembers singing were with
his mom and sister: “Place Where The Hungry Are
Fed,” “The Prodigal Son” and “Canaanland Is Just In
Sight.” With The Kingsmen he was part of three chart
topping hits, “He’s Everything to Me,” “Oh Yes I Am,”
and “Battle Cry.”
Sellers said, “The highlight of my career was traveling
six months with Ernie Phillips while The Kingsmen
searched for tenors on two separate occasions. He was
such a wonderful man and singer, always so encouraging to others and humble, yet there he was at 60+ years
old and still out-singing everybody else out there.”
Bob was living in Alabama and traveling about 1,000
miles a week to commute, usually leaving on Wednesday and returning Monday, which left little time with
his wife and growing children. With the children
growing up Bob said, “A wise man said to me once.
Time, not money, is our most valuable possession.
When you run out of money we can go and earn more
of it, but when we run out of time, we’re just OUT.

Now traveling solo he is able to be with his family
more stating, “I am so blessed by a loving, supportive
wife and family. We are really a close-knit bunch and
we enjoy our home life together to the fullest. My wife
has always been nothing short of a God-send to me.
People look on stage and see me singing, but I couldn’t
without her.”
His testimony is not fancy. He was raised in a Christian home by Godly parents that walked the walk.
He was saved at the age of eight at his home church,
which was founded by his grandfather who was the
pastor there until his death in 2000. Bob feels like he
got where he is really due to his granddad’s testimony. Often Bob speaks of him on stage. His granddad
wasn’t saved until he was 49 and had a fourth grade
education, but he was the wisest, most Bible-knowledgeable person Bob has ever known.

If you are interested in Bob Sellers appearing at your
church or venue he more than welcomes the opportunity. His website www.bobsellersministry.com you can
contact him and keep up with his schedule there.

Independence Day
Two -Fold Freedom

By: Christina Beightol

(Photo by Sofia Tang on Unsplash)
Independence Day, for most any nation, is a moment of recognizing and celebrating a country’s
freedoms and liberties, from ownership of another’s
ruling. It’s establishing its right to think, act and
progress, as it sees beneficial, to the needs of its
people, in the hopes of a better future for all.
A country, who is independent, has its rights now
to establish laws and set ordinances and precedents, with which to govern its people. Along
with a military faculty and strategic plans in place,
to defend the nation and protect what has been
established, in the case of, God forbid, attacks
which could threaten to dismantle and over-turn
their freedoms. Both men and women are assigned
particular roles, and they play an intricate and
integral part in maintaining peace and sovereignty,
throughout the land.
As I was thinking about the meaning behind Independence Day, The Holy Spirit began to show me
it’s of a two-fold nature.
You see God had a plan!
Through Adam’s disobedience, the covenant be-

tween God and Man was broken. In order for God
to forge a new covenant and establish His Kingdom, He needed to Free the people from its now
enslaved bondage, in a lost and dying world. He
did so by sending His Only Begotten Son, Jesus, to
come to earth from Heaven, live a sinless life, and
be the One Perfect Sacrifice, for all of mankind.
Jesus’ death, resurrection and ascension created a
Living Doorway to the Father, once again, creating
a binding covenant between God and Man!
Once a person has become a Born-Again Christian,
they are now walking in this new covenant of freedom with God!
God’s laws have always been established but now
we are in covenant with Him, and we now have
legal rights and authority spiritually. With the
guidance of Holy Spirit, we can navigate both the
spiritual and earthly realms. With the authority,
given us by Jesus Christ, we can defend and protect
our freedoms from all attacks of the enemy!
While every nation’s laws differ, the Laws, Character
and Word of God are the same yesterday, today and
forever.

Those living in an established country of freedom,
need to recognize the pivotal ramifications to being
tied to such freedoms and be grateful, especially
as a Christian, because not all independent nations
allow us liberties in our faith.
Just as a nation stands up to defend and protect its
borders, WE too, must stand up and speak out to
defend and protect the freedoms of our faith.
Remember Abraham’s struggle for the Promised
Land? The people were so selfishly divided and
unruly that they delayed their inherited blessing.
Don’t just ‘see’ the land but take it! Don’t just walk
through the land but establish it! We have been
given the provisions, through Jesus, to dismantle,
defend and protect! Praise God!
The next time you think about your nation’s independence, please recall the above Word and the
Sacrifices made, both spiritually and earthly, for our
freedoms. Both types of sacrifice required dedication, consistency and a call to action and should
always be appreciated and protected!
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